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Burningtheflagcan’t
threaten our freedoms

As we celebrate our freedom after this
Fourth of July, one of the things we ought to
be thankful for isthat Congress hasn't yet
passed a constitutional amendment banning
flag burning.

Sure, it’ sdisgusting to see anyone burning
an American Flag.

Weloveour flag. Wefly it proudly. It hon-
orsthethousandswho havediedindefenseof
our Liberty.

But burning our flag cannot hurt this coun-
try.

Our enemiesburnour flag becausethey can-
not defeat us.

Our detractors burn our flag because they
cannot match the strength of our ideas.

Noflagburner can desecratethememory of
our Revolution or undermine the freedoms
protected by our Constitution.

Only we candothat.

And by focusing on a non-issue like flag
burning, we might hasten the day when those
libertiesdlip away.

TheFirst Amendment protectsnot just ma-
jority speech, not just popular speech, but
everyone’s speech, everyone’s thoughts,
everyone' sideas, everyone' sreligion.

That, unfortunateasit might seem, includes
someonewho would desecratethe American
Flag to makeapolitical point.

So what should we do about flag burners?

Ignorethem.

L et them be.

Sometimes, Americans burn the flag be-
cause they, mistakenly, believe our govern-
ment or our systemistheenemy.

But part of our treasured freedom, enshrined
in the First Amendment to the Constitution,
istheability to think and act aswe please.

Andasapoalitical act, burningan American

Flagispart of that.

WEe' renotinfavor of flagburning, mindyou.
It’ sdisgusting to see, whether it’sacrowd
insomeAsiannationstompingonOldGlory,

or protestersin Seattle.

But the act of burning the flag just shows

Noonebuysthelinethey areselling.

Theact itself isapolitical turnoff.

Those who sink so low have no following,
no leverage, no success.

Wedon’t need aconstitutional amendment
to deal with them.

Wedon’t need to worry about themat all.

Our Constitution, our Bill of Rights, our
Liberty arealot stronger than that.
For that, we should be thankful.

Thiscountry hasmoreimportant problems

how strong theideasbehindit are.

todeal with. Let’ sturntothem.

— SeveHaynes

Carryprotection frombears

Themanfinished putting hiswife
and three Y orkies in the truck and
approachedusaswewerepreparing
towak up afamiliar trail.

“Did you bring protection?’ he
asked.

“Protection.” we both thought.
“What isthisman talking about?’

WewereintheColoradoRockies,
about a quarter mile from the Rio
Grandeanda mostinsight of asub-
division. What was hethinking?

Stevesaid hethought, “ Protection
— like atetanus shot, apayment to
theMafia, acondom, what the heck
isthisguy talking about?’

| thought, “ Protection — hey we
have rain gear, sunscreen, insect
spray and good walking boots.
There are no poisonous snakes or
poisonivy up here. What isthisguy
talking about?’

Steve was the brave one who
asked himwhat hewastalking about
as we both stood there feeling like
fools.

“Bears,” he said. “They saw a
bear up here a couple of days ago.
Y ou should take a couple of sticks
and pound them together as you
walk to warn off the bears.”

Ohhhhh, bears.

Well, weknow about bears. There
havebeenbearsupthistrail forever.
We have friends who set up bear
standson top of themountain.

In recent years, there have been
bearsinthe garbageal over south-
ern Colorado because of the
drought, |ack of food and overpopu-
lation brought on by an initiative
election that ended the spring bear
hunt.

Do-gooders claimed that the
spring hunt | eft baby bearsto starve
intheir denswhen momwaskilled.
Biologists warned that without the
hunt, there’ d beway too many bears.

Guesswhat?

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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Now themountainsarelousy with
bears.

Several years ago a memo, pur-
portedly from the Forest Service,
wascirculating in Colorado:

U.S. Forest Service
Southern Colorado District

“Dueto the danger posed to per-
sonsand petsby theoverpopulation
of bearsin the area, al hikersand
campers are asked to take the fol-
lowing precautions:

“Campersshouldkeepall foodin
bear-proof containersand hunghigh
in trees. Hikers should blow
whistlesor wear littlebells. For the
most part, brownandblack bearsare
shy and will avoid people unless
hungry, injured or threatened.

“The Forest Servicedoesnot be-
lieve there are any grizzly bearsin
the area, but they are larger and
much more dangerous.

“To determine if there are black
or brownbearsinthearea, check for
bear scat. It will usually containthe
remainsof berries, insectsand fur.

“Grizzly bear scat, on the other
hand, can be recognized, asit will

containtheremainsof littlebellsand
whistles.”

We did not see any bears on the
threewa kswetook upthetrail. We
did seescat and it contained there-
mains of a deer, which probably
died of natural causesasbearsdonot
normallykill largeanimals. Wealso
saw thedeer’ sbonesscattered over
ahillside.

Onthesecondtriponthetrail, we
noticed aforeleg of the deer right
nexttothetrail. Weneither onehad
seenthat leg the day before.

We're not saying it hadn’t been
there, but....

(From theBibI@
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And he answering said,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with al thy
mind; andthy neighbor asthy-
self.

Luke10: 27
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L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
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brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress

and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.
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NOW SONIEBODY
CAN MAKE CHARGES
74 on MY CReDIT CARD...
THAT T DON'T WNOW
ANYTHING ABoUT!

I mArRrIED GUYS
Are USED To

MOST

THAT,

Husband happyto harvest

Oh, thereareafew fieldsleft, but
harvestis, essentially, over.

Farmers, hired hands, wives and
kids, too, have all been pushing,
pushing, pushingto get thecropin.
It sanexcitingtime. Butit canalso
beatensetime.

Perhapstherainover theweekend
was just what was needed to give
everyonealittlebreather sothey can
recoup beforethefinal push.

Yieldswere better than expected
inlotsof cases, worsethan predicted
in others. But, al-in-all, harvest
turned out to be OK.

The important thing, though, is
that Jim got to play farmer for a
week. Mostly, he drove a grain
truck, but once, when Alan wasn't
looking, he took the combinefor a
spinaround thefield, and managed
tocutabinfull.

“It all cameback tome,” hesaid,
“justlikeriding abicycle.”

Our friend isinsisting on paying
Jmforhishelp, but Jmhadsomuch
fun, | think we owehim.

Today isthe Fourth of July; my
brother Jim’ shirthday. Itistheonly
brother’ shirthday | amtruly sureof.
MomsaidwhenJimwasalittleboy,
he believed all the celebrating was
just for him.

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

In 1976, during our country’ shi-
centennial, | organized a one-car
paradeto cel ebratehisbirthday. The
girlsand | made posters that said,
“Today isAmerica shirthday...and
Jim Kelley’s, too,” and “Happy
Birthday Jim Kelley and the
USA/”

| recorded some rousing John
Phillips Sousamarching musicand
enlistedthehelpof another sister-in-
lawtopush“play” andherlittlegirl,
Cathy, towaveaflag.

A phonecall toJim’ swife, Linda,
madesurehewouldbeoutsideat the
right moment. After all, it doesn’t
take long for one car to passin re-
view. Thishad to be synchronized.

We parked the car ablock away
from Jim and Linda s house to at-
tachstreamersandballoons, turnup
the volume on the tape player and

place ourselves on the hood. With
horn honking, music blaring and &
kid hanging out of every window
waving aflag, we drove slowly by
their house. | think the entire spec-
tacle had the desired effect. Jim
Kelley was totally embarrassed. It
wasabirthday he'll never forget.

Whether or not the Fourth was
your birthday, | hopeyouhadagood
day. | also hopeyoutook amoment
to remember the soldiers of today,
whoarefightingfor freedomonfor-
eign soil. Their commitment isjust
asgreat asthat of our ancestorswha
fought for this country’s freedom
almost 230 yearsago.

My husband sings that Lee
Greenwood song, “ God Bless The
U.S.A.” And like the song says,
“I’m proud to bean American.”

Firewor kscreatetrafflc jam

Youdon'tseeatrafficjamat The
Gateway every day, but Monday’s
was pretty impressive, as what
lookedlikehal f thetown snaked out
of the parking lots and fields east,
south and west of thefairground.

It was another great fireworks
show, thanks to the Oberlin Busi-
nessAlliance, Rusty Addlemanand
Decatur County and Oberlin City.

Not everyone was driving. Kids
strolled off, teenage boys tossing
firecrackers, junior high-age girls
chatting and gossiping, little kids
with punks and fireworks ran and
shouted.

It had been aday for kids: kidsat
the pool, kids headed to the fire-
worksstandswith summer savings,
kids setting off explosion after ex-
plosion.

Adults stayed inside where air
conditioning stood between them
and the heat. At midafternoon, a
single car was parked downtown.
Nothing moved on Main Street.

WEell, amost nothing.

Outinfront of themuseum, apair
of rabbits nibbled gently on grain
spilledby harvestrigslast week. Not
evenapassing car could chasethem
back into thegrass.

Onething that wasn'’t happening

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)
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By SteveHaynes

washarvest. After rainsSunday, not
acombine was moving. Therewas
no oneat either elevator.

And with another rain Monday
night, it could be aday or two be-
fore combines get back into the
fields. How long ago wasit people
wereprayingfor rain?

The downpour was gentle, just
what the corn and sunflowersfarm-
ers have out for fall need. Not
enoughtohurtthesurprisingly good
wheat many gtill have standing.

Some custom crews had headed
north over the weekend, but others
took theholiday at thefairground or
wherever they had camped. It was
raining in Nebraska, too.

Theraindidhold off longenough
to get in two nights of racing at the
fairground, andto get thefireworks
all lit off. The show lasted nearly
half an hour, though it seemed like

minutes.

In fact, afew who showed up at
10 0’ clock were disappointed. The
traffic jam took off about the time
they were parking.

Tothesouthandwest, naturehad
her own light show going. Electric
boltsrolled acrossthe sky asaline
of storms marched south. It was
nearly an hour later when one
swerved into town, and by then the
cloudsheld morerain thanwind.

The city shouldn’t have any
troublemeeting water conservation
goals, at least not for afew days.

Asthe big display faded, people
went back to setting off their own
pyrotechnics at home. The rain
dampened that for awhile, but as
midnight rolled around, the roman
candlesand night worksreturned.

The Fourth may start out quiet,
but it never staysthat way for long.

Regoration of lakeon city agenda
L etter totheEditor

Editor’s Note: This letter out-
linesplansfor SappaPark whichare
to be discussed at a City Commis-
sionmeeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday
at The Gateway.

TotheEditor:

Restoring Sappa Park Lake has
been an active subject of interest,
discussion, studies, and meetings
for the past 20 years. Although re-
storing the dam, |ake, and adjacent
recreation areasis technologically
feasible, webelievethisisnot prac-
tical or reasonable.

The lake is almost completely
filledwithsediment, andtherightto
storewater in the lake was vacated
long ago. Removing the sediment
would becostly.

Currentlawsandregul ationsgov-
erning appropriationanduseof wa-
ter in Kansas (and also requiring
permission from Nebraskafor this
stream) would probably not allow
total restoration of thelake.

Therefore, we propose areason-
ablesolutionfor restoring at least a
small part of thelakeand park prop-
erty. Current water-rights laws al-
low construction and storage of a
maximum 15 acrefeet of water. Al-
though this may seem small com-
pared to the once 100-acre lake, if

nronerihyvy nlanned the 15-acre-f ant

rulecould createaniceaguatic sys-
tem with apond and wetlands.

We have performed some con-
ceptual analysis of the abandoned
lake bed using information devel-
oped previously by others. Weesti-
mate that afive-acre pond and two
or three acres of adjacent wetlands
could be created just north of the
shelter house.

Thissitewouldbeagreat|ocation
toviewwildlifethat wouldfrequent
the pond and wetlands, and thewa-
ter quality there would support a
good fishery. This multiple use
could support educational programs
about the environment and water
quality. Enhancing the educational
mission could be boardwalks with
interpretive signage describing the
natural habitat and natural processes
inthepond and wetlands. Adding a
dock for small boats would com-
plete these components of a great
public amenity.

What would it cost? Our current
“ballpark” estimateis$60,000. The
major cost of constructionwouldgo
toward excavation of annroxi-

mately 20,000 cubic yards of sedi-
ment. Possibly, one or more small
cost-share grants could help with
construction.

The proposal fits well with cur-
rent plans by Pheasants Forever to
plant habitat buffers on part of the
property. Pheasants Forever might
also be an additional source of
money or partner for the project,
along with the Kansas Alliancefor
Wetlandsand Streams, and theWar
tershed I nstitute.

Other partners might be Kansas
Department of Wildlifeand Parksto
stock and manage the pond, local
conservation contractorsand equip-
ment deal ers, the public school dis-
trict to create an outdoor environ-
mental education laboratory at the
site, and other groupsinterested in
improvingthenatural environment.

We believe that this proposal is
probably theonly viablealternative
tohavearestoredlakeat SappaPark.
Therefore, werecommendthat it t
the City Council and local leaders.

DennisHaag

TheWater<shed | nstitite | enex s



