Council
cancels
contract

City sendsnotice
toelevator company

Although the contract has four
years|eft, the Oberlin City Council
decidedtogiveKonelnc., thecom-
pany that does maintenance on the
elevator at TheGateway, atermina-
tion notice at a meeting Thursday
night.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
the elevator contract started March
15, 1994, and was good for five
years, t01999. It wasthen renewed
again until 2005 and again until
2009.

The contract automatically re-
newsitsalf unlessthe council gives
the company 90 days' notice, he
said.

The city pays $230 a month to
Kone. Thepaymentincreased afew
monthsago.

Isthere anything in the contract
about the price going up? asked
Councilman Ray Ward.

Yes, said Mr. Hirsch, basically it
saysthey will let thecity knowwhen
thereisapriceincrease.

What happensif the city decides
not to pay? asked Councilman Joe
Stanley. The company can sue the
city, Mr. Hirschreplied.

If the city wants out of the con-
tract, hesaid, hewould suggest giv-
ing the 90-day notice now.

The problem with maintenance
contracts, hesaid, isthat youpay for
the contract and then pay extrafor
themaintenance. Therearen’ tmany
companiesinel evator maintenance.

Hasthecompany ever hadawarm
body hereto check ontheelevator?
asked Councilman Jay Anderson.
Probably four timesayear, said City
Clerk DeannaCastle.

Doesthe elevator haveto be cer-
tifiedsinceitisinapublicbuilding?
asked Councilman Ray Ward. Mr.
Hirsch said hedidn’t think so.

“Let’ sgiveKonethenoticenow,”
said Councilman Rob M cFee.

Even with the council giving the
90-day noticenow, Mr. Hirschsaid,
the contract won't be over until
2009.

It soundslikeit would makemore
sense, said Councilman Patrick
Pomeroy, to have someone here
trained to work onthe elevator.

That takes both money and time,
said City Administrator Gary Shike,
to keep peopl e certified.

Councilman Ward said he
thought the city should give the
company itsnoticeand someoneon
the city crew who can work on hy-
draulicscanwork ontheelevator.

Mayor's

TheOberlinCity Council ratified
the mayor’s decision to declare a
stage 2 water emergency, which
means even/odd watering restric-
tions, at ameeting Thursday night.

Mayor K en Shobe decided to put
thecity onstage1 on Tuesday, June
28, after the city pumped over
700,000 gallons of water that day.
That amount is the trigger for out-
door water restrictions.

People with odd-numbered ad-
dresses can water on Tuesday,
Thursday or Saturday. Those with
even addresses can water on Wed-
nesday, Friday and Sunday.

There is no outside watering on
Mondays. People can water only
frommidnightto10a.m.and9p.m.
tomidnight on their days.

Mayor Shobe said if the city hits
amillion gallons of water in aday,
then water users will move to the
next phase, whichisno outsidewa-
teruseat all.

He said he hopes people to be
careful and not waste water.
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lemgthepower

OUTSIDE THE GRADE SCHOOL Monday, Ron
Beneda, head linemanwiththecity crew, fixed an el ectrical

linehit by acrew puttinginasidewak on CassAvenuenear
— Herald staff photo by Kim Davis

thekindergarten building.

Board
hires
teacher

Oberlingraduate

will returntoteach

The Oberlin School Board hireg
anew vocational agricultureteacher
at aspecial meeting.

Jason Ketterl, who has three
years' experience and graduated
from Decatur Community High
School in1997, will bereturning tc
teach at Decatur Community High.
Superintendent Kelly Glodt saic
Mr. Ketterl was hired at a special
meeting on Thursday, June 30.

The board discussed building &
rampandfixingthestepsat thehigh
school andtoldMr. Glodttoget bids
for the project.

Mr. Glodt said they wouldliketc
put aramp inthefront of the build-
ingtomakeaccesstotheauditorium
easier. A few patrons asked him
about puttinginaramp, hesaid.

Thestepson thefront of the high
school need to berepaired anyway,
hesaid.

Mr. Glodt also got permission tc
get bids for roofs for both schools
and the district office. He said the
roofswill be done with a different
material than what they have now.

The district is receiving &
$260,000 insurance payment. The
board is trying to replace the roof s
without abondissue or anincrease
in taxes by using the insurance
money and money saved, and doing
theproject over thenext threeyears.

Theplanistodothegradeschool
next year.

Beach partytoreturnthisyear with games, sand

TheOberlinBusinessAllianceis
getting ready for thesummer Beach
Party onMain Street at theend of the
month.

At the group’ s monthly meeting
last Wednesday at the LandMark
Inn, the group discussed the event,
scheduled for Friday, July 29. The
group plansto bringin tonsof sand
to turn Penn Avenue into a big
beach, and encourage people to
show upinbeachattire, swim suits,
bikinis, shorts, thelike.

Council
discusses
grievance

TheOberlin City Council decided
not to makeany changestothedays
when fireworks can be set off
around the Fourth of July.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he received a call from Karol
Evansabout thetime of day people
areallowedto set fireworksoff. He
said harvest is a busy time of year
and peopleneed their sleep.

Fireworksareallowed between 6
am. and midnight between June27
and July 5, Mr. Shike said.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said people he hastalked to want it
tobe11p.m.onweeknightsandthen
midnight on weekends and the
Fourth of July.

People need to understand that it
isthe Fourth of July, said Council-
man Ray Ward. It is one of those
thingsthat happensfor eight daysa
year.

The only thing the council can
probably do is cut back the days
people are alowed to sell the fire-
works, said Mayor Ken Shobe.

The council didn't make any de-
cisions.

School starts
In 37 dayshere

School startsin 37 days, which
means summer ishalfway over.

The Oberlin School Board has
approvedusingtheheat schedulefor
thefirst two weeks of the school.

With the heat schedule, classes
will startat 7:20am.andendat 1:30
p.m. School starts on Thursday,
Aug. 18, and the heat schedule will
runthrough Friday, Sept. 2.
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Cremlieg Pl Fer Pirl I

Flavor of the Day Soft Serve Ice Cream

Large Italian
Sausage Pizza

Crossroads Express

Intersection Hwys 36 & 83 —

382 |

Oberlin — 785-475-1075

Joe Stanley, owner of Stanley
Hardware, talkedwith Bryan L oker
with KFNF radio about possibly
playing some music. Thefirst year
thealliance had the beach party, he
said, KFNF had some hula hoop
gamesand other thingsforkids. Mr.
Loker said he would check the
schedule. He said they might have
another event that day, but he
thought they could do both.

Thefirst year of the Beach Party,
in 2003, an areaband played inthe

evening.

Chamber Manager GlenvaNich-
ols, who is the alliance secretary,
said maybe someone should check
withMick Barthat theRe-L oadand
seeif they want to sell hamburgers
for theevent.

Someideaswhichmemberscame
up withincluded asand castle con-
test for the kids and volleyball
gamesfor fun.

Judy Scott, of Sappa Valley
Ranch , said she would see if she

couldget acoupleof theboystohelp
clean up the next day.

ChairmanKurt Vollertsen, owner
of Ward Drug, said he thought the
Fourth of July fireworkswasafan-
tastic show. The weather was nice
and therewas an excellent crowd.

Therewas some confusion about
thetimethefireworkswereto start,
said Gary Anderson, owner of the
LandMark Inn, since it was adver-
tised asdusk someplacesand at 10
p.m. on others.

Mr.VollertsensaidMikeDempe-
wolf, who setsthefireworksoff for
thegroup, and hiscrew doawonder-
ful job. He also singled out Rusty
Addleman, owner of Addleman
Drug, who organizesthe event.

The group agreed to give Mr.
Dempewolf $100 and a big thank
you for histimeand the show.

Themembersnotedthat they still
haven’treceivedabill fromthefire-
work company for this year or the
last two.

Birdsrunwild
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T H REE PEACOCK Swandered around outsu dethe Norcatur school Thursday

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Health department
offerscheap shots

The Decatur County Health De-
partmentisofferingadiscount price
for tetanus booster shots for two
daysthismonth.

Health Administrator Marilyn
Gamblinsaidtheshotsarenormally
$12, but they will be offering them
for $5 on two Fridays, July 22 and
July 29 at the health department.

She said people don’t have to
makean appointment, they canjust

comein.

Usually, said Ms. Gamblin, this
10-year booster shot is given to
teens14to 16.

Students need the shots before
school starts. Ms. Gamblinsaidthey
are able to offer them at a cheaper
price because the state had some
vaccine that was going to expire.
That vaccine is available now for
shotsfor anyone.

Upcoming
Machinery Consignment

Auction
in August

Call Lynn at Johnson Realty at 785-475-2785 for
further information or to consign your machinery

Johnson Realty
Oberlin, KS

JULY SPECIALS!

water heater, roof and more.

SPACIOUS! MAKE OFFER!! Beautiful brick 3 bedroom ranch w/
main-floor laundry, oak floors, lar gekitchen, double detached gar age,
newer amenitiesinclude central air/heat, under ground sprinklers, hot

PRICE REDUCED! Five bedroom, 2 bath, main-floor laundry, large
family room on lower level, double garage, plus many new amenities.

Shirley Simpson, Salesperson

Johnson Realty, Inc.

122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749
Roberta Johnson, Broker ¢ Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer
785-475-2785
Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson  Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer Michael Wilson, Salesperson

Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson  David Juenemann, Salesperson
Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson

Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson




