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L egidaturenolonger has
control of satespending

TheKansasL egidlaturediditsduty and has

gonehome.

The mess it left behind will be with us for

years.

Conservatives in the House blinked, and

cameup with very little.

Schoolssuing for moremoney got the state
Supreme Court to enshrine a“duty” to fund
education at whatever level some consultant
saysis“suitable’ inthe Constitution.

AndtheL egislaturenolonger hascontrol of

state spending.
Theresults?

Quitepossibly, atax increaseto pay for the
$146 million the court insisted the state add
to school spending this year, plus millions
moreover thenext fiveyears.

Budget cutsfor social services, higher edu-
cation, highways, economicdevel opment and
other state programs, as schoolstake alarger

and larger share of thepie.

A continual fight over how to pay for ever-
increasing demandson the statetreasury.

It's hard to say what will put a stop to the
budget spiral that could ensue.

Conservatives, whenthey folded their tents,
vowedto continuethefighttolimitthecourt’s
power over spendingnextyear. Theredlity is,
therewon'’t be any morevotesfor aconstitu-

It lost by 11 votes this time after breezing

through the Senate.

That means the House was nearly a dozen

votesshy of thetwo-thirdsrequiredto passthe

measure. That’ snot going to change.

Demand for school spending won’t go

up ordering.

away, thoughthereislittledemonstrated need
for theextrabillion or sothecourt couldwind

It’ s true, one consultant report found that
kind of need. TheL egislaturelookedat it, and

decided thetaxpayerscouldn’t affordit.
Some school officials were adamant that

they needed more. HavinglostintheLegida
ture, they sued the state, using $2 millionin
state money to pay thelegal fees.

Another study under way might comein

higher, might come in lower. The state still
wouldn’t havethe money.
Andthetaxpayersstill couldn’t affordit.

That’ sthemissinglink. What thetaxpayers

want.

What peoplecan afford.
Andright now, thetax-and-spendcrowd, led

by the Supreme Court, isinthedriver’ sseat.

tional amendment to curb the court in Janu-

ary than therewere thismonth.

Kansas taxpayers can expect to have their
pockets picked over the next coupleof years.

They should remember who isin charge.
Andwho paidthebill for al this.

—SeveHaynes

Savor, saverecipesfromMom

If your motherisstill living, stop.
Take amoment to call her and find
out how shemakesaparticular dish
you especialy like. You won't re-
gretit.

Y esterday, afriend at church
brought what |ooked likeabushel of
fresh zucchini and gardenlettuceto
church. “Help yourselves,” he and
hiswife both said. They wereeven
kind enough to provide grocery
sacks.

I know | took our share. The
thoughts of fried zucchini and
wilted lettuce danced in my head.
But later, staring at a sink full of
crispy lettuce leaves, thoughts of
“Now, how did Mom make wilted
lettuce?” bounced around in my
noggin.

I remembered bacon was in-
volved and there was something
about vinegar and sugar, but quan-
tities and sequences were fuzzy. A
cal to my friend Dee left me with
another good recipe, but it wasn't
quitewhat | remembered.

MaybeDonnaKelley, my brother
Dick’s wife, would know. Sure
enough, she said her mother made
it the sameway my momdid. They
fried some bacon in a skillet, re-
moved it and crumbled it for later;
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added salt and pepper, sugar and
vinegar to the pan and cooked it
down some. That’ sright. | remem-
ber now.

Here is where Donna said she
partedwayswith our mothers’ tech-
niques. Her momand mineboth put
thelettuceinthe skillet, tossed and
stirred and covered until it was
wilted. They added thebacon at the
last. Donnasaid she putsthelettuce
and chopped green onionin abowl
and pours the hot mixture over. It
practically wiltsbeforeyour eyes.

Either way, it ssuregood eatin’.
Socall your mother. Don'tlet those
old recipesbelost. Bon appétit.

—ob—

Our 10-year-old granddaughter,
Alexandria, wasonaswimteamthis
summer. She finished her season
withseveral medal sandthesatisfac-

tion of knowing she got better each
time she competed. Wegot togoto
one of her closer competitions and
could seewhy shethought it wasso
much fun.

Teammothersarrived at the pool
earlytostakeoutthebest site. Tents
and canopieswent up, coolerscame
out, food appeared andtheday-long
party began. Kidsingoggles, rubber
swim caps and matching suits
dashedinand out. Someonehad al-
wayslost atowel or sandals.

A loudspeaker announced up-
coming events and mothers would
frantically urgeadawdling childto,
“Hurry up. You're going to miss
your race.”

Besideswatching Alex, wehadas
much fun watching all the other
people.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Elsewhere: Francis Kathka,
Humansville, Mo.; John William
Montgomery, Mary Anderson, Tuc-
son, Ariz.; GraceVan Sickel, Osce-
ola, Mo.; Dr. and Mrs. Carroll
Smith, Park Forest, Ill.; Frances
Davitt, Baton Rouge, La.; Dale

Dufrene, Harahan, La.; Teddy May
Reber,Mesa, Ariz.; MarjorieTacha,
Huron, S.D.; Mrs. George Mead-
ows, Pasco, Wash.; Donald A.
Wolfe, St. Charles, Mo.;

Kansas: Pat Stephen, Norton;
ChrisGillespie, Marion; Judy Long,
Downs; Joan Dark, Salina; Daren
Miller/SBC Kansas, Kathleen
Whitley, Garden City; Evan

Vernon, Lawrence; Wayne Asch-
wege, Hays, Nancy Reuss, Paolg;
Elmer R. Domina, Atwood; Keith
Mines, McPherson; EvanGoltl, Hill
City; Brad Erickson, Rexford; Janna
Landgraf, Lakin; Dale K. Claar,
Owasso;

Oberlin: Lee Martin, Erlene
Schroer, Charles Frickey, James
Gaines, and LolaBrack.
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TH VIANRATTAN MeRCURY

Ah! Themel ody of summertime

Wecall him Toadly.

It' snotvery imaginative, butitfits
him.

He lives under a bush near the
garage during the day, and at night
hehopsout to catch hissupper by the
lightswe have up onthegarage.

He started out small, but he’s
growing. With the population of
bugs around the garage, thistoad
could grow to monumental propor-
tions.

Wehavetowatchhimpretty care-
fully, however, because he’'s
hoppedintothegarageseveral times
whenwe' vegoneintoget dogfood,
charcoal or ascrewdriver.

We always chase him out be-
cause, whilethere’ splenty of bugs
inthegarage, itwouldgettoohotfor
himthenextday andwelikehimlike
heis— big, fat and warty. By toad
standards, he’ sabeaut.

It seemsthat every summer weget
new pets.

Other peopleadopt catsand dogs,
wegather toads, turtlesand spiders.

And speaking of spiders, wehave
alovely onelivingonthesideof the
back deck. Every night, shespinsa
beautiful web, and when we're
home, wewatch her at her work.

There are a half dozen wolf spi-
dersmakingwebsonthegrass. | was
worried that when Stevemowed he
would destroy them. He said that
when hemows, though, they would
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be near the ground and would just
rebuild their websthat night.

I'm glad I'm not a spider —
they’ rebusier than ants. At least an
ant doesn’t havetorebuilditshome
every night.

Every nightaswegoforourwalk,
we listen to the night sounds and
watchthefireflies.

Steveis especially glad that the
cicadashave comeout.

I like the crickets, but Jiminy
seems to have set up shop in my
kitchen, andcanhesing! I'mgetting
night soundsat all timesof theday,
and| don’'t even haveto beoutside.

Weheardawoodpecker |ast night
as we meandered down the street
and the sounds of boys whispering
and girlsgiggling. A wholetribe of
teens were on the back of aflatbed
truck parked at the curb. Therewas
ashriek asthedog bulleted past and
then some cheery comments aswe
walked by at amoreleisurely pace.

“She scared me.” one girl said

withashy giggle.
“She' sredlly fast,” aboy noted.
Asweambled on down theroad,
they resumed chatting with each
other and wesmiledin thedark.
It'ssummer, and agood timefor
aneveningwalk.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Thou shalt not see thy
brother’s ox or his sheep go
astray, and hide thyself from
them: thou shalt in any case
bring them again unto thy
brother. And if thy brother be
not nigh unto thee, or if thou
know him not, thenthou shalt
bring it unto thineown house,
and it shall be with thee until
thy brother seek after it, and
thou shalt restore it to him

again.

Deuteronomy 22: 1, 2

How will weever paythlsblll’7

By January, the Kansas Legida-
turewill belookingfor waystohelp
pay for higher school spending.

The House and Senate, kicking
and screaming all the way, put up
almost $286 million more for
schoolsthisyear. Nooneknowsfor
sure how the statewill pay thishill.

The governor wantsto add casi-
nosand slot machines, but most es-
timatesdon’t show that bringingin
enough to satisfy the court.

Plus, alot of backward-thinking
Kansans just don’'t want anew ca-
sino on every block. Something
about moral values and gambling,
people who can’t afford it losing
their shirts, petty stuff likethat.

Butwealready havegambling, at
thecorner bar, out at theracetrack,
atIndiancasinos. Mordity’ snotthe
point. It' srevenueweneed, andlots
of it.

It's just that slots and roulette
wheels and crap tables wouldn’t
bring in enough bucks.

What’ sthe poor stateto do?

Here’' sa modest proposal:

Let’slegalize prostitution.

Well, let’sdon’t cal it that. The
churcheswon't likeit. There'd be
picketsout front, peopletaking pic-
turestosendtoyour wife, youname
it.

Let'scall it sexually orientedlei-

AlongtheSappa
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sureactivity.

Makeit local option, so commu-
nitiescould decidewhethertooptin
or opt out of the pleasure game.

DodgeCity, whichhasquiteahis-
tory, andwhichishotforacasinoor
two, might beagood placeto start.

An establishment called “Miss
Kitty’s” wouldbepopular. Tourists
could stop by for asarsaparillaand
alittle entertainment, a quick trip
upstairs, maybeasoak inthehot tub.
All the bartenders and al the girls
would wear period costumes. They
couldwatch* Gunsmoke” rerunsfor
hintson how to act.

Tax revenuesshould bespectacu-
lar. The state would never lack for
money again, at least until nearby
states caught on to the revenue po-
tential.

Thecitiesprobably wouldwanta
cut. Wichita and Kansas City
wouldn’t mind having a house or
two, I’ d suppose. Some towns, of

course, might want to just stay out.

If theideatakes off, we might be
ableto find ause for all the aban-
doned school buildings out herein
western Kansas. Instead of mail-or-
der houses and flea markets, they
could be... well, you get theidea.

Recreationisagood, cleanindus-
try which can providealot of jobs,
create cash flow and generate tax
money like crazy. Workers would
movetotown. Their kidswouldfill
the schools.

And if other states get into this,
likethey havewith casinos, andthe
competition gets too tough, then
Kansas could look around for still
another opportunity.

Drugs, maybe. Lots of money in
that. Y ou couldtax thebejebbersout
of drugs.

Andsincethemoney wouldbefor
schools, it’dall befor agood cause,
right?

Reader suggestsOberlinfor casino
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Canweasacounty and commu-
nities work collectively to deter-
mineour own destiny?

For many years, | haveheard“we
could have had,” “we should have
had” or “wetried that and it did not
work.” How can we move forward
if weareawayslookingintherear
view mirror?

Our Kansasgovernor istryingto
put in place gaming legislation that
would allow for three destination
resort casinosto bebuiltinthestate
of Kansas. Why not Oberlin?

Theeast and northeast have casi-
nos that compete with each other.
We need something here to create
jobs, and Oberlinisaperfect spotfor
oneof thedestination casinos.

The casino would create about
1,000-plusjobswiththemedianage
being 36. Imagine how that would
alow our county and surrounding
areas to survive. Ponder for a mo-
ment theamount of kidsitwould put
in our schools, and people in our

community to utilize our busi-
nesses, medical facilities and
churches.

The bill allocates 4 percent of
gaming revenues to local jurisdic-
tions. This could total as much as
$10 million dollars ayear for each
destinationresort casino. Statewide,
local governments could realize
more than $40 million ayear. This
money can allow thelocal govern-
mentsto reduce property taxes, de-
velop needed infrastructure or pro-
videsocial services.

| wouldliketoseeall theresidents
of Decatur County work together on
this. Theletter | received in regard
to Oberlin being a potentia siteis
available at the Chamber of Com-
merce office. Please, pick one up
and maketwo phonecalls.

Let our elected legislators, Sen.

Ralph Ostmeyer at (785) 296-7399,
and State Rep. John Faber at (785)
296-7500, hear from you so our re-
gion can beincluded in the gaming
bill. Two phone calls from each of
our county residentsjust might cre-
atethe golden opportunity we need
to surviveand prosper.

The key to all of thisisthat for
once, weall need to work together.
Oberlinisthe perfect choice; let us
convince Topeka of that. Please
makethecalls.

ShaylaWilliby
Oberlin




