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City budget drops taxesmay Increase

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
ItlookslikeOberlincity’ sbudget will go
downnextyear eventhoughtheproperty tax
levy will goupalittle, whichmeanspeople
should pay closetowhat they did last year

intaxeswithjust aslight increase.
TheOberlin City Council approved pub-
lishingtheproposed budget for next year of
$3,601,979in today’ sOberlinHerald at a
meeting Thursday night. This year’'s bud-

get $3,804,868.

The budget year isonly about half over,
however, and city officials say they won't
actually know theexpendituresuntil theend
of theyear. It' slikely they will belessthan
the budget, though.

City Administrator Gary Shike said the
council decided nottodo street sealing next
year to help save some money. With the
price of oil going up, he said, they don’t

knowwhatitwill cost, but assumethat it will
bemorethanusual. Inanormal year, it costs
about $40,000 to seal streets, whichis
around 6 millsinthe property tax levy.

That would mean there won’t be any
street sealing for two years. Next year the
city had planned to have the north/south
streetsdone.

The crew will also wait to buy amower
that isneeded, he said.

Last year, the property tax levy was
67.130 millsand next year’ sproposed levy
i573.498, anincrease of 6.368 mills. Each
mill raises $6,911.

Theincreaseintheproperty taxistocover
bond andinterest paymentsthecity makes,
Mr. Shike said. Someof it, said Mr. Shike,
ismoney the city already owesfor thewa-
ter project, renovation to the youth ranch
and street projectsinthepast. Another part

isfor building anew wastewater treatment
plant.

Thecity hasasignificantamount of bond
and interest payments, he said.

Mr. Shike said people may see alittle
higher taxes next year, but he thinks they
will bepretty closeto what they arepaying
now. The council will hold abudget hear-
ingon Thursday, Aug. 18, and thenvoteon
the budget.

Group
darts
Search

New doctor
needed by fdll

Elevenmenandwomenaremeet-
ing weekly and making contactsto
recruit a doctor to replace Dr.
Wendy Vogel, who will beleaving
at the beginning of September after
seven yearsin Oberlin.

Thegroup planstomakepersonal
contacts the first six weeks with
people they know in the medical
field. Afterthat, said ConnieGrafe,
marketing director for the city-
county Economic Development
Corp. and member of the doctor
search group, they might have to
hirearecruiting firm.

Also on the doctor procurement
committee are Lynn Doeden, ad-
ministrator of Decatur County Hos-
pital; Larry Ganje, business man-
ager at the Oberlin Medical Arts
Clinic; CarolynBurtis, areal estate
broker; Shelley McKenna, anurse
at the hospital; Gary Bartels, certi-
fied registered nurse anesthetist at
the hospital; Gaylord Shields, are-
tired farmer; Charlie Haag, princi-
pal of Decatur Community High
Schooal; KurtVollertsen, pharmaci st
and owner of Ward Drug; Montine
Alstrom, who works at the Good
Samaritan Center; and Jim
Hollowell, aretired educator.

Ms. Grafel said the group had
their second meeting last Wednes-
day.
Members of the committee are
contacting former doctors here to
seeif they know anyonewho might
beinterested. Mrs. Doeden hascon-
tacted the University of Kansas
Medical Center becausethecollege
has aweb site for people who are
looking to hireand be hired.

The committee has been con-
tacted by twofirmswillingto come
here for between $8,000 and
$26,000 to help the county get a
doctor, Ms. Grafel said.

Thelast doctor whowasrecruited
by the committee was Dr. VVogel,
whothey foundthroughHaysMedi-
cal Center.

Ms. Grafel said they havetalked
with the Hays hospital and heard
that someof itsoutreachclinicshave
been closed. She said they areaso
calling students who graduated
from high school here and went on
to medical school.

Inanother four weeks, if thecom-
mittee hasn’t found anyone, then a
firm probably will behired, saidMs.

(See DOCTOR on Page 10A)

City water users got close to 1
million gallons of water on Friday,
with 915,000 gallons used.

If 1 million gallons of water is
usedinaday, it couldtrigger astage
threewater emergency, withnoout-
door water useat all. Currently, the
city isonaneven/oddwatering sys-
tem. Theideaisto keep usage un-
der 700,000 gallonsper day, but the
city exceeded that mark threetimes
last week.

Thecity used:

* 473,000 gallons on Monday,
July 18.

* 662,000 gallons on Tuesday,
July 19.

* 604,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
« 823,000 gallonson Thursday .
* 915,000 gallonson Friday.

* 796,000 gallons on Saturday .
* 593.000 gallonson Sunday.
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JUST OUTSIDE OF OBERLIN, St. Mark’s Lutheran Chur

stopped traffic asit moved at aslow pace and took up of most of U.S. 36.
Workersfrom PrairieLand Electricand G Movers(bel ow) workedtogether

Extraawideload
tekesdowjourney |
fromNorcatur here

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thetruck and trailer screeched
a little as the front right tire
climbed the curb and the driver
gently turned thewhee!.

Hetook his foot off the brake
and pushedlightly onthegasasthe
truck pullingthelargewhitebuild-
ing moved forward at a snail’s
pace.

Threemencamerunningtelling
Ray Groenwald to stop. The top
right side of the 117-year old
church was rubbing one of the
power lines on Hall Street. One
had been removed but two were
left up.

A crewfrom PrairieLand Elec-
triccamearoundwiththeir bucket
truck and took care of theline so
the 28-foot-wide, 42-foot-long,
38-foot-tall church could passby.
The city crew was there to help,
said SharleenWurm, butwithonly
onebucket truck and PrairieLand
Electric having several, the city
crew didn't think they would be

ableto moveall of thewiresthem-
selves.

Mr. Groenwald of G Movers,
who was moving St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church, was on thefina
stretch of atwo day journey to get
the church to its new home on the
museum grounds.

The church, steeple and entou-
rage started out around 9 a.m. last
Wednesday from Norcatur.

The10-hour movewasayear and
half in the making. In the spring of
2004, Bill and BeeNelsonand Lee
Eckhart, thethreeremaining board
members of the church, donated
building to the Last Indian Raid
Museum.

Mrs.Nelsonsaidthey didn’thave
themoney torepair thechurchorto
keep it in the shape they wanted.
The three talked about giving the
church to the state Historical Soci-
ety, but it just wasn’t feasible, so
they decided to donate it to the
county museum.

Since then, Mr. Nelson and Mr.

ch (above) toremoveastop signat South E

ast Avenueon Thursday.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Eckharthavedied. Bothof themen's
grandfatherswerecharter members toseethechurchmovingdownthe way made her realize what a big
highway, but sheknew it wasfor buildingitis, shesaid.

of the church and helped build it.

Shesaidit madeher kind of sad

Last Wednesday, though, Mrs. thebest.

Nel sonjoinedtheentourageaccom-

panying the old building to town.

“The church went to a good church53yearsagowhenshemar-

home,” she added.

Seeing the church on the high-

Mrs. Nelson said shejoined the

(SeeMOVERSo0Nn Page 10A)

Proposal sent intobepilot town for rural task force

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A group of 17 business owners,
teachers and community leaders
have made application for Decatur
County to beapilot community for
the Governor’s Rural Life Task
Force.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the city-county Economic
Development Corp., said she read
about the task force in The Salina
Journal and within a couple of
hours, Councilman Jay Anderson, a
retired businessman, wasin her of-
ficesaying they should apply for it.

The idea of the Rural Life Task
Forceisto let the governor know

what isgoing on in rural Kansas.
Marci Penner, founder of the Kan-
sas Sampler Festival, and Dan
Nagengast areco-chairsonthetask
force.

In the spring, Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius asked for two pilot com-
munitiestowork withthetask force
for two years to solve a problem.
Thetask forcewill link upthecom-
munities and state agencies.

Ms. Grafel said the application,
whichthecommitteeworked onto-
gether, hasbeen sentin.

It is a competitive process, she
said.

Mrs. Penner said the task force

has 42 applicantsand membersare
reviewingeachone. Theprojectwas
opento al communitiesin Kansas
with a population of 2,000 or less,
shesaid.

Some of the applications group
communitiestogether. Forinstance,
she said, she thought Rawlins
County’s application included
Atwood, Herndon and McDonal d.

Thetask force has until Aug. 15
toletthecommunitiesknow. Those
applicantswhogettothenext round
will havemoredetail ed applications
dueon Oct. 1.

The task force will pick from
thosecommunitiesandthey will be

interviewed and visited.

By November, thetwo communi-
ties chosen to be part of the pilot
project will benotified.

The proposal, said Ms. Grafel,
showsthat peoplein Decatur Cou-
nty are willing to work with their
neighbors and already do through
theNorthwest KansasTravel Coun-
cil.

Being a pilot community could
mean positivepublicity for thearea,
shesaid, andtheproject tiesinwell
with thewetlands project proposed
at SappaPark, whichisjust getting
off theground.

Members of the committee in-

clude Dr. Anderson; Ms. Grafel;
CarolynBurtis,owner of RIMetcalf
Real Estate; Kelly Glodt, Oberlin
school superintendent; Neomz
Tacha, retired cosmetol ogist; Char-
lotteMeints, retired clerk of thedis-
trict court; Shayla Williby, grant
writer; Kem Bryan, entrepreneur;
Corey Cook and Breck Simonsson,
high school students; Charlotte
Bowen, antique store co-owner;
CharlesFrickey, lawyer; Bob Stre-
vey, businessowner; BrendaBreth,
teacher; KarenMetcalf, manager of
TheDresser; Gary Anderson, owner
of the LandMark Inn; and Dianne
Bremer, from Farm Bureau.
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needed
here

(Continued from Page 1A)
Grafel.

Fromthelast timethecommittee
wasactive, therewas $5,200 | eftin
the bank. The county commission-
ers have agreed to give $5,000 and
theeconomicdevel opment corpora-
tiongave$5,000. Thegroupdoesn't
have a goal amount to raise, al-
thoughthey wanttobeabletohirea
recruiter if needed and then have
somein reserve.

Anyonewhowantsto donatecan
writeacheck totheDoctor Procure-
ment Committee and send it to
Decatur Health Systems, attention
Lynn Doeden, 810 W. Columbia
St., Oberlin, Kan. 67749.

Ms. Grafel said the committee
will be asked to guarantee asalary
forthedoctor’ sfirstyear. Theguar-
antee has been $125,000, said Ms.
Grafel, but now shethinksitwill be
closer to $160,000.

If asalary is guaranteed and the
doctor doesn’'t make that amount
from seeing patients, thenthecom-
mitteewill haveto make up the dif-
ference.

The group will continue to meet
at noon each Wednesday until Sep-
tember. Anyone elseinterested in
serving on the committee should
call Ms. Grafel or Mrs. Doeden.

Group
I ECElVES
money

Thedoctor procurement fundwill
receive $5,000fromthecounty this
year to help recruit a doctor to re-
placeWendy Vogel, whoisleaving
in September.

Therewill beastory onDr.Vogel
in next Wednesday’ s newspaper.

The Decatur County commis-
sioners agreed Tuesday to the
$5,000 donation, with the stipula-
tion from Commissioner Ralph
Unger that themoney won’t beused
to hirea“head hunter” tolook for a
doctor.

Hesaid hethought thecommittee
couldfind someonewiththehel p of
technology and connectionssothey
shouldn’t haveto use arecruiter.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the city-county Economic
Development Corp., said with Dr.
VVogel leaving, thecommitteewants
to hire another doctor.

Sheasked for thecounty toputin
$5,000 this year and $5,000 next
year.

She said the doctor procurement
committee, on which Ms. Grafel
serves, will try to find adoctor on
their own for six weeks. After that,
she said, they may use arecruiting
firm, which could cost around
$18,000.

In the past, said Ms. Grafel, the
group hashadtoguaranteenew doc-
tors $125,000 a year, but that has
risen to $160,000. If they don't
makethat thefirstyear, shesaid, the
group hasto come up with the dif-
ference.

Although the commissioners
agreed to the $5,000 thisyear, they
said they would talk about $5,000
for next year during budget discus-
sions.

Crew
buger
thisyear

The Decatur County ambulance
crew has been busy this year, an-
swering 178 callssofar.

Director Patrick Pomeroy said
that isup from last year at thistime
by around 30 calls. Last year the
crew did 285total.

Last week, he said, the crew
hel ped Norton County, making a
call to the state prison, because an
inmate needed to be taken to
Wichita and they called for help.
Thecall wascovered under amutual
aid agreement, hesaid.

Income surveys are still coming
in, said Mr. Pomeroy. The depart-
ment needs them by the end of the
month sonumberscan becompiled.
If the county fallsin the low-to-
moderateincomerange, thedepart-
ment may beabletoget astategrant
for anew ambulance.
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INABUCKET TRUCK, oneof thePrairie Land Electric workers (above), watched as St.

Mark’ sLutheran Church came down theroad last Wednesday. The sign, showing when the

churchwasbuilt (below), ison thefront of the building.

*Move's
take
It dow

(Continued from Page 1A)
ried her husbandBill. Shewasquite
impressed withiit.

“It was a simple church,” said
Mrs. Nelson, “but it gavemewhat |
needed.”

Both Bill and Leewantedtokeep
thechurch alive, shesaid, and they
likedwhat themuseum had planned.

The church, said Curator Shar-
leen Wurm, was driven east out of
Norcatur onadirtroad andthenthey
turned west onto U.S. 36 heading
toward Oberlin.

Mrs. Wurm said the day went
well. Around 15 to 20 people
watchedinNorcaturinthemorning
when the church left, mostly spec-
tators. Alongtheway, peoplegotthe
chanceto see the church moving.

When it got to Oberlin, some sat
intheir carsat the Cabinetland park-
inglot towatch, whileotherssaw it
coming through town.

Thefastest the group moved was
6milesanhour. Theprocessionwas
led by Sheriff Ken Badsky, who
stopped traffic along the way. Be-
hind the procession was another
sheriff’scar.

By 3p.m., thechurchwasparked
on the outskirts of Oberlin. Greg
Fidele, who serves on the museum
board and is a heating and air con-
ditioning contractor, had alittle
machine that said it was 114.5 de-
greesoutside.

The group decided that they
couldn’t cut power to around 300
peoplein Oberlinin that heat, said
Mrs. Wurm, whichiswhat wasgo-
ing to have to happen to get the
building into town.

They decidedto call it aday and
start againaround 9 a.m. Thursday,
with the idea that they would be at
the museum alittle after noon.

— Herald staff photos by Kim Davis
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Thechurch, saidMrs.Wurm,was donate$100 or morewill havetheir
onHall Street by lunchtime, which  name on aplaquein the church.

CARPE]'

SALE STARTS
JULY 20th

wasgood because peoplewhowere
ontheir way to lunch had achance
to seeit. There were some onl ook-
ers on their porches and in their
yards as the church came through
town.

The heat kept alot of peoplein-
side, said Mrs. Wurm, but she sus-
pected several watched from win-
dows.

Mrs. Nelson, said Mrs. Wurm,
came aong thefirst day with some
friends. They watched the church
leave Norcatur and then waited at
the county landfill and watched it
comeover thehill.

Mrs.Wurmsaid sheisstill unsure
what the move will cost. She said
sheisn’tsurewhat PrairieLandwill
chargefor all thelinework.

They had anywherefromthreeto
six trucks running both days.
Cebridge Connections also took
down some cable lines on the Hall
Street.

Thechurchwon’t actually be put
onitsfoundationuntil sometimethis
week. Mrs. Wurm said shewasre-
ally anxious to get inside and see
how everything stoodthetrip. They
had to tie down an upright piano
beforeleaving Norcatur, and all of
the pews and other furnishing re-
mained inside.

Anyonewhowantsto makeado-
nationforthemovecansendittothe
museum at 258 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan. 67749. Those who

One lucky person will win
$1,000 in scrip money in August
to be spent with participating
Oberlin merchants in the second
annual $1,000 Shopping Spree
sponsored by TheOberlinHerald.

Shoppers18and older cansign
up as many times as they like at
one of the 13 participating busi-
nesses. Employeesof thenewspa
per or their immediate family
membersarenot eligible.

Thenon Saturday, Aug. 20, the
winner will bedrawn out of all of
thenamesfromall 13 businesses.

Thedrawing will take place at
10:30 am. at the gazebo in Cen-
tennial Park. Y oumust bepresent
towin.

The winner will have from
Monday, Aug. 22, until Friday,
Aug. 26, to spend the money, in

L ucky shopper
will win$1,000

the form of scrip spendable only
at participating merchants. The
winner hasto agreeto have their
picturetakenand notify thenews-
paper when and how they will
spend the money.

Deadline for entriesis 5 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 19, and thecansare
out at the participating busi-
nesses. Nopurchaseisrequiredto
signuportowin.

Participating businesses are
Ward Drug Store, Raye's Gro-
cery, Addleman Drug Store,
LandMark Inn, Dale’' s Fish ‘N’
Fun, Hansen’s Plumbing, Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning, Coun-
trysideVeterinary Clinic, Prairie
Petals, Stanley Hardware, R& M
Service Center, Rocking R, the
Dresser and CulliganWater Con-
ditioning.

Many memories,
historytied
toold church

Couplewantingtoget married
gparksideaof building church

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church has
along history with an interesting
beginning: a couple wanted to get
married but there was no church,
which started talk of building one.

Former church members say
Maggie Eckhart and Louis
Rinkenberger of Norcatur wantedto
getmarriedin 1888. Thecouplebe-
ganlookingfor aL utheranminister
andfoundtheRev.J. W.Kimmel in
McCook.

OnFeb. 2 of that year, hecameto
Norcatur to perform the wedding.
That brought on the discussion of
having regular services.

Thepastor returnedtoNorcaturin
May to hold services. At that time,
therewere 17 inthe church.

Mr. Kimmel looked into buying
lotsin Norcatur for a church site
throughthesecretary of theLincoln
Land Co.

InJune 1888, hereported that he
had purchased lots 7 and 8 in block
7. For $50, a 28-foot-by-40-foot
building could be completed in 12
monthsonthesite.

InJune, thefirst communion ser-
vice was held. John Eckhart and
Benjamin Hoover were elected el -
ders and N.B. Nelson and John
Summit were named deacons. The
others present were called charter
members.

Later that summer, thefirst load
of stonewasdelivered and founda-
tionwork wasstarted. All of thela-
bor wasdonated. Reportsshow that
theonly cost onthefoundationwas
$2.50for lime.

Inalargeserviceon Sept. 8, 1888,

the cornerstone was laid. A Rev.
Pugh preached and the Norcatur
band and choir performed.

The history of the church shows
that the lumber was delivered on
Sept. 3. ItwaspurchasedfromC. M
Deitz of Omaha for $387.20, with
$98 paid for freight. The windows
were bought in Chicago for $110.
Other expensesincluded furniture
for $115, additional lumber for $90,
hardwarefor $41, abell for $88 and
an organ for $65.

In December, amortgageof $30C
was given to the Board of Church
Extension and one for $400 was
given to John Eckhart, each to be
paidinthreeyears.

OnDec. 16,1888, thechurchwas
dedicated.

Over the years, the church
changed, had several pastors anc
many members.

The mortgage note changed
hands, a new roof was put on, the
insidewasreplastered, aparsonage
was built next door, the parsonage
got a bathroom and many pastors
preached in the building.

Pastor J. O. Baumgartner served
in the church from 1965 to 1974.
From 1974 t0 1981, the Rev. Larry
Arganbright, fromFaith L utheranin
Oberlin, served and then Rev. Gre-
gory Larson preached from 1981 tc
1984.

Rev. Larsonwasthelast pastor tc
serveinthechurch.

The church hasn’t been open for
21 years, with the last members
dowly fading away over those twa
decades.
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