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Tighter beef controls
would benefit everyone

The secretary of agriculture, havingwon a
federal appeal, is set to resume imports of
Canadian beef stopped after discovery of a
case of mad cow diseaseinthat country.

Department of Agriculture scientists as-
suredthecourtsthat resumingimportsissafe.
It’ snot likethe Canadian herdswereinfested
withmad cows, after all. They found onethere,

and shipped one here.

The U.S. now its own case. So far, no hu-
man in either country hasbeen infected.

AstheCanadian caseshurt exportsfromthat
country, theU.S. casehashurt chancesfor beef

exportsby stockmen here.

There will be winners and losers. Packing
plants and feed |lots need more import beef.
Some ranchers are fighting imports, not be-
cause they’re unsafe, but because keeping
Canadian beef out may help keep prices up

here.

It's afree-trade world, though, and we all
benefit from that in thelong run. Let theim-
portscome. It’ stheright thing to do.

Asthat happens, though, we'll urgetheAg-
riculture Department to get withthe program
and tighten up controls designed to prevent
mad cow disease from spreading.

Border inspectionsareimportant, but there
aredisturbingreportsthat unsafefeeding prac-
ticesand incompl eteinspectionsthreatenthe
beef supply chaininthiscountry.

Beef parts, especially brainand nervetissue,
havebeenbanned fromcattlefeedinthiscoun-

humans.

The only safe use for these partsis render-
ing at temperatures designed to kill any life
form. Somescientistsarguethat thebeef form
of thedisease could spread to other speciesof
livestock the same as it apparently does to

How isit safe, then, to feed any beef nerve
tissueto any species?

Therealso havebeenreportsof contamina-

tion of beef feed withthesebannedtissues. We
don’t need to takethat risk. Thisisadanger-
ousdisease, and if it getsout of control, eco-
nomic damagewill be huge.

Our understanding of the sublife-form

called prions thought to cause this and other
brain-wasting diseases is minimal. We sim-
ply don’t know how to handlethem.
Thegovernment hasbanned privateefforts
to inspect more cattle than federal rules re-

quire. Thetheory isthat universal testingistoo

will haveto.

ket beef?

try, but some are till being fed to other ani-

mals. That ought to stop.

expensive, andif onepacker doesit, everyone

That could betrue, but why interferewitha
plantoreopenthelucrative Japanesemarket?
Or provideasafe, healthy alternative to mar-

Theend result would benefit everyone.

TheAgricultureDepartment shouldn’t play
games with public health and safety, or with
the safety of the beef industry. The tightest
control will producethe most benefit.

As Canadian beef beginsto flow, we need
tobesurethat all beef issafe, theirsand ours.

—Seve Haynes.

Weather definitely HOTtoplc

Heat, and all subjectsrelating to
it, has beenthetopl cof most conver-
sationsinthisareafor thepast week.

Horribly hot. Ghastly hot. Beastly
hot. None is quite adequate to de-
scribethelevel of hotnesswe have
experienced.

Most conversationsseemto start
one of two ways. “Hot enough for
ya?’ or “Areyamanagin’ to stay
cool ?’

Yes, it is hot enough for me.
Thank you very much. The only
onesit wouldn’t be hot enough for
issomeonewithaseriousmetabolic
disorder or theDevil himself. I think
last week gaveusalittleglimpse of
Hell, and | don’t want to go there.

Staying cool isanother matter. It
involvesaseriesof air conditioning
units, supplemented by an array of
oscillatingfansplaced strategically
around the house to optimize the
maximumamount of air movement.
In other words, | want to alwaysbe
wherethewindisblowing onme.

Why isit peopleareoftenmarried
to someonewith the exact opposite
comfort zone?

Jimand| canbeinthesameroom
and heischilled and reaching for a
blanket whilel amcompl etely com-
fortable. | would prefer our bedroom
be like awind tunnel and he thinks
there’ stoomuchair.

We' reat oddsinthewinter, too. |
would like to open awindow for
somefresh air, but he' sfreezing.

Isthat what it means by “ oppo-
sitesattract?’

—ob—

Jimandhisdad got to spend some
quality time together last week.
They took aroadtriptolowawitha

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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dual purpose. One, to see one of
Dad'’s nephews, Gib and his wife
Liz, and two, to pick up asix-row
cultivator.

Jmthought they had awonderful
timeandsaid Lizsurefedthemwell
whilethey werethere. Healso said
Gib’'scornwas10feettall. Isthat as
high asan elephant’ seye?

Jmdid bring meapresent, some
startsfromLiz' sflower garden. He
isstill going on about how beauti-
ful her flowers were. We'll see if
lowaflowerscansurviveinKansas.

—ob—
Speaking of flowers, | wentoutto

move the hose this morning and
found some of the prettiest rosesin
bloom. Jim has brought me several
rosebushesover theyearsandtoday
| havethedeepest red blossomsand
the palest pink ones. Haven't seen
anything of my lavender rosesthis
summer. Guessthey didn’t makeit
through thewinter.
—ob—

Did you hear about the letter a
littlegirl wroteto her preacher?She
asked, “How does God know the
good people from the bad people?
Doyoutdl himor doesheread about
itinthe newspaper?’

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishform ettersor
|etters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.
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am.in se, CostaRica.
When | went to beditwas2am.
Sunday morning and | washome. O p m %‘g)n
Airtravel isanamazingthing. We
takeit so much for granted, and we :
gripeand moanwhenany littlething ByCynthI aH ayneS
.Butinth f f
Aoy chaynes@nwikansas.com
toDallas. It took two morehoursin J

theair to get from Dallasto Denver
and four in the car to get home to
Oberlin.

That adds up to 10 hours. What
happened totherest?

WEell, they toldustogettotheair-
port three hours before our flight
was scheduled. The guy ordering
the cab from the hotel took them at
their word and had us at check in
before our eyes were properly
opened. Then we got to sit around
andeat bad Americanfastfoodat the
airport.

Thefood is Costa Ricahad been
really good. Thestuff they weresell-
ing usin the airport would have
made my dog turn up her nose.

Luckily, American Airlines fed
us a nice breakfast, which also
turned out to be lunch since we
weren’ thungry during our two-hour
layoverinDallas.

Layover iskind of abad termfor
the long lines we went through to
clear immigration and customs.
Thenwehad to go back through se-
curity and take off our shoes and
belts, open our cases and generally
get poked and prodded again. We

had already donethisoncein Costa
Rica

Y ou have to get your checked
bags back to take through customs
andthenrecheck them. Thiswasn’t
along process, but by the time we
wereat our gate, it wasalmost time
toboard the planefor Denver.

Assoon aswelanded in Denver,
we headed for the baggage claim.

This flight was going well. Al-
though thethree hoursbeforeleav-
ing theairportin San Jose had been
abit much, everythingelsehadgone
smoothly.

We should have known.

A short, violent thunderstorm hit
theairport just aswegot to the bag-
gagecarousel.

When there is lightning within
fivemilesof theairport, theground
crewsquit working.

That means although planes can
land, they can’t pull uptotheir gates
and no baggage gets unl oaded.

Wewaited for about an hour and
ahalf for thestormto move off and
the bagsto moveout.

Friends gave usalift back to our

car,andwewereready toleaveDen-
ver at about 8:15 p.m. But that’ s
mountai ntime. Oncentral timethat
was 9:15 p.m. and we had a four-
hour trip ahead.

By thetimewegot homeand un-
loaded it wasnear 2inthemorning.

There snothing like afew thou-
sand miles and a 20-hour day tc
makeyoufeel likeanail beingham-
mered into ahard board.

Still, it was good to be home anc
it’ sreally amazing to think how far
wewentinlessthan aday.

Peoplekid usabout theWizard of
Oz when we tell them we're from
Kansas, but apair of thoseruby dlip-
perssuresounded niceat 2 a.m.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Whoso mocketh the poor
reproachethhisMaker: andhe
that isglad at calamities shall
not be unpunished.

Proverbs17:5

Court nommeemaysall on |n

What has President Bush done?

Heappointsaconservativejudge
to the Supreme Court, and the
Democrats can't think of anything
bad to say about him.

Do they know something he
doesn’t?

The Dems were expecting an-
other Robert Bork, the Reagan
nomineethey railed at and eventu-
ally blocked.

What they got was something
very different,aWashingtoninsider
with friends everywhere and few
enemies.

In the current mood, he'll sail
through the Senate.

It' snot that theDemswon'’ ttry to
find something. Ted Kennedy is
looking. John Kerry is suspicious.
Butmostly, it’ ssweetnessandlight.

Canyoubelievethat?

“ John Robertshashad animpres-
sive legal career,” says Minority
Leader Harry Reid. “By all ac-
counts, heisavery niceman.

Niceman!

Sen. JoeL ieberman saysRaberts
is“acrediblenominee.”

Even ultraliberal Barbara Boxer
of Californiasays, “he' savery af-
fableindividual.”

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkanws.com)

By SteveHaynes

Affable? Democrats, talking
about aRepublicanjudge?

Maybethey figured out their con-
stant blockade of Bush judicial
nominees was not only hurting the
country, but their image?

No matter.

Thetruthis, nopresident or sena-
tor knows what isin the heart of a
prospective judge. Many have dis-
appointed their woul d-be masters.

A federal judge, oncein office,
sitsfor life. Heor sheanswerstono
man, saveahigher court, or asalaw-
yer | onceknew wasfond of saying,
“Federal judges talk only to God,
and then only to giveadvice.”

Once elevated to the Supreme
Court, thereisnohigher authority to
guidethejustices. They aregodsof
thelegal world.

Their conscienceand thebody of
law are their only guides. Like all
lawyers, they draw selectively on
thelaw to maketheir points.

And often, that point is not what
the man who appointed them per-
ceived.

Any president who thinks he
knows how ajudge will vote five
yearsfrom now iskidding himself.

Likeany hiring decision, appoint-
ing ajudgeisfraught with dangers.

Unlikehiringanattorney general
or asecretary of state, you get just
one chance to influence ajustice,
andthey areontheir own.

It's ascary proposition, but the
system has worked well over the
years. Here' sluck to President Bush
and to Judge Roberts.

Bothwill needit.

Church movingevent for everyone

TotheEditor:

I’mwritinginregardtoamoving
event to many. The St. Mark’s
LutheranChurchbuildingisnowin
Oberlin.

Ten years after the Last Indian
Raid, the St. Mark’ s church build-
ing was raised. For 96 yearsit was
anactivecongregation. In1984, the
churchclosed. Forthenext 20years,
Bill and Bee Nelson and Lee Eck-
hart mowed the grass, shingled the
roof and dusted the pews. Then
came the time when they were no
longer able to care for this grand
building. They looked at historical
preservation, but time and money
wereshort.

Inthe 1980s, when Sandy Russel|
was curator for the Oberlin mu-
seum, her dream was to move the
churchtothegrounds. Twenty years
|ater entered thenew museumdirec-
tor, Sharleen Wurm. After ayear of
working with Bill, Lee and Bee,
Sandy’ s dream started to become
reality.

L etter totheEditor

WhileBill wastaking chemo, he
was working to get the church and
its records rel eased so the building
could be moved. Lee helped engi-
neertheproject. Neither Bill norLee
lived to seethemove, however.

Wednesday was finally the day.
Probably 15 Prairie Land Electric
employeesraised and droppedwire
to keep the church moving in 107-
degree heat. They did agreat job.
When moving on the highway
slowed traffic, the mover pulled
overtolet peoplegoby. Never have
| seen so much love go into a$400

building with so much history.

Whenthisbuildingissetinitsfi-
nal resting place, Decatur County
will havea$40,000 churchwithlots
of love. Pancakesuppers, donations,
raffles and matching grants and
memorials have helped get the
churchthisfar.

Ithasalongway togo. But | hope
Bill, Lee and Sandy are looking
down from above and feel Sandy’ s
dreamisaredlity.

Ron Temple
Norcatur




