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TWO AMUSEM ENT AUTHORITY members FI oyd engine25yearsago. Harry Schrammel stood proudlylnfront
Lotker (above left) and Wes Gaumer, gaveahand to Marlin  of the locomotive at the dedication ceremonies held during

Uhrichof Strasburg, Colo., ashepreparedtounloadthetrain  the 1980 Decaur County Fair.

KANSAS GOV. JOHN CARLI N (above) was on hand to
driveinthegolden spikeat thededication of the Tumbleweed
ExpressNo. 80in August 1980. Thetrain was purchased by
the late Harry and Betty Schrammel for the Decatur County
Fair. The Schrammels(bel ow) took timeout for abreak from
after giving trainridesto fairgoers.

— Floyd Lotker photos

Decatur County Fair crowd
enjoys train for 25 S years

By MARY LOU OL SON

Itwasjust 25yearsagothismonth
that fairgoershadthethrill of riding
the “ Schrammel 80" train for the
first time at the Decatur County
Fair, but few who enjoy the train
today realizejusthowitall cameto
be

Although the county Amuse-
ment Authority had wanted to add
atraintothecarnival ridesfor sev-
era years, thecost wasprohibitive,
saidFloyd L otker, whowasserving
aspresident of thegroup at thetime.

The board did decide to go to
Colorado to check on atrain at
Boulder, he said, but found it was
toohig. However, ontheway home,
Bus Wurm told them that he knew
about a place in Strasburg, Colo.,
east of Denver on |-70, which built
trains. They decided to stop and
check it out.

Although they were impressed
with thetrainsbuilt by Uhrich Lo-
comotive Works, they felt they
were too expensive to even con-
sider.

Mr. Lotker ssidhehadareal sur-
prise afew weeks later, however,
when Oberlin electrician Dwight
Wenger stopped him on the street
downtown.

“What wouldyousayif | toldyou
| know of someonewhowould buy
you atrain?’ Mr. Wenger said.

Of course, Mr. Lotker said, he
was taken back, but nothing more
was said. He said afew days later
when he stopped in Mr. Wenger's
shop, Harry Schrammel, aretired
farmer from Herndon who helped
Mr. Wenger part-time, walked over
to him and said, “I’ll buy you a
train.”

Shocked, butthrilled, Mr. Lotker
replied, “What do you havein
mind?’ to which Mr. Schrammel
replied, “1 havenoidea.”

Mr. Lotker said that hetold Mr.
Schrammel that hewould meetwith
theamusement boardand heinvited
him to join them. After Mr.
Schrammel told the board that he
wasinterested in buying atrain for
thefair, plansweremadetotakehim

to Strasburg and see what the
Uhrichs could do. Joining them on
the trip were Wesley Gaumer and
Mr. Wurm, Mr. Lotker recalled.

Afterlookingthingsover, Marvin
Uhrich told them that he felt they
would be better off withagasoline-
powered locomotive instead of a
steam engine. He could mount a
motor onit and attachit tothemain
engine, sothat iswhat they decided
toorder.

Mr. Lotker said that by 3 p.m.,
they had a contract drawn up and
signedby Mr. Schrammel and plans
made with Mr. Uhrich to build the
train.

Although he made the commit-
ment to buy the train, Mr.
Schrammel told the board that they
must furnish the track and the rail-
road.

So with much help from the
amusement board, fair board and
volunteers, the project began.

Afteritwasdecidedtoputtherail -
road on the northwest corner of the
fairground, Stuart Euhustook his
transit and stakes and went around
and put down how much ballast
would beneeded. The county crew
brought in the dirt for the roadbed,
Mr. Lotker said.

Theroadbed was built first, then
the ballast, donated by Lynn
Morford from his sand pit, was
hauled and spread usingascoopfur-
nished by the county. It took a 3-
foot-long flatbed trailer to haul the
rails, Mr. Lotker said, and when it
came time to drive the railroad
spikesinto theties, to hold therail,
they hadtopre-drill holesjustalittle
smaller thanthe spikes.

With over 2,000 ties, requiring
four holes each, they borrowed a
generator runby agasengine, which
they pulled around in a pickup as
they pre-drilledall theholeswithan
electric drill. The last spike was
driveninonMarch 27, 1980.

Inthemeantime, Mr. L otker said,
they weremakingtripsto Strasburg
tocheck onthetrain. They beganto
wonder where they were going to
storeitonceitwasready. Itwasde-
cidedtotakeahog shed and placeit
on acement base so the door would
be high enough for the train to go
through, using it asatunnel aswell
asfor storage.

After the track and tunnel were
completed, the next project was to
build the station. Thiswas accom-
plishedwith the help of Don Stapp,
who, dongwithMr. Lotker, devised

aplantobuilditout of bridgeplanks.

Wheneverythingwascompleted,
plans were made for Gov. John
Carlin to dedicate the train on the
first evening of the1980fair. When
that day arrived, everything had
beendelivered excepttheengine, so
there was much anticipation as ev-
eryonewaited.

Around 5 p.m., when Marlin
Uhrich pulled into the fairground
withtheengine, it wasunloaded on
aramp to loud cheers from a huge
crowd.

Gov. Carlindroveinagoldspike,
made by the FFA class at Decatur
Community High School, and Betty
Schrammel brokeabottle of cham:-
pagneover thefront of theenginefor
theofficial dedication.

WithMr.and Mrs. Schrammel as
thefirst passengers, Mr. Uhrichtook
themonthetrain’ sfirst trip around
thefairground.

TherailroadiscalledtheDecatur
County Amusement Authority Rail-
road and the train was named the
Tumbleweed Express, the engine
No. 80denotingtheyearitwascom-
pleted.

“I called Marlin Uhrich last
week,” Mr. Lotker said, “and hetold
me that their company isstill mak-
ingtrainsand herecently pricedjust
the engine to someone for $96,000
forthesametrain. Total cost paid by
the Schrammels for the complete
train in 1980 was $25,000, so the
timing wasright for us.

“It seemed we had an angel that
directed usthroughout the building
of all of the home-owned carnival,
aswhatever wasneeded wasal ways
provided.”

He said that in the past 25 years,
thetrain hasprovedtobeawonder-
ful asset tothecarnival. Hethanked
all who helped with not only the
train, but all of the other carnival
rides.

Since the Decatur County Fair
first opened itshome-owned carni-
val in 1973, theevent hascontinued
todraw crowdsfrom near andfar to
Oberlinfor food, fun, games— anc
atrainride.



