Special equipment
purchased through
stategrant money

The Decatur County ambulance
department haspurchased sevenra-
dios, astair chair andacardiacmoni-
tor with agrant through the Kansas
Highway Patrol.

The grant came to the county
through the emergency prepared-
ness department and then each de-
partment, includingambulance, fire
department and sheriff hasacertain
amount to spend.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said the radios should
meanthey don’t needtobuy any for
awhile.

Does the county own any of the
cardiacmonitorsthat wererecalled?
asked Commissioner DoyleBrown.
Mr. Pomeroy said helooked at the
recall listandthecounty didn’t have
any of those units.

He asked about the tables that
Commissioner Ralph Unger was
goingto pick up for thedepartment
at Sam’s Club, but he didn’t make
thedrip.

Does the county have a Sam’s
Clubmembership?asked Mr. Pom-
eroy, notingthat theclosest oneisin
Salinaor Grand Island.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said they need to be careful what is
purchased outside of the county
since merchants here can get those
itemsaswell. He suggested check-

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers heard that:

* The noxious weed department
hasbeenbusierthisyearthan last,
with more weeds because of the
weather. Story below.

* The ambulance department
bought seven radios, a stair chair
and cardiac monitor with a grant
from the Kansas Highway Patrol.
Story at left.

* The Decatur County Fire De-
partment has a pickup and a
tankerinthe shop. Story at bottom.

ing with Joe Stanley at Stanley
Hardwareonthetables. Thereisn’t
much hecan’t get, said Mr. Hirsch.

Mr. Pomeroy said hedidn’ t think
about that.

Incomesurveysarestill trickling
in, hesaid. These are needed so the
department can apply for agrant to
get anew ambulance.

Mr. Pomeroy said hethought they
would get an 80 percent return.

He said the crew has already
worked 188 callsthisyear.

Noxiousweed crew

busy spraying
big crop of weeds

With more rain this year, weeds
are growing like, well, weeds, and
thecounty’ snoxiousweed crew has
been busy.

Director GaylenHuntley toldthe
Decatur County commissionerslast
Tuesday that they normally treat
3,200 acresof musk thistleinayear.
Thisyear, they have sprayed 2,900
already. Mr. Huntley said he
thought they would treat at least
3,500 and possibly morethisyear.

That will mean the department
will use more chemicals than nor-
mal, hesaid.

The Dodge pickup, which was
bought new for the department in
2001, just had repairs of $1,200 for
adrivetrain problem, he said. The
department hasspent $7,0000nitso
far, hesaid.

Mr. Huntley said hewouldrather

Twofire
vehicles
Inshop

TheDecatur County FireDepart-
ment in Oberlin is down to one
pickupand onetanker, withtwove-
hiclesin the shop.

At the commissioners meeting
last Tuesday, Fire Chief Bill Cath-
cart said truck No. 10, whichisa
one-tontruck, wastakento\Wagner
Ford in McCook with a cracked
head.

It had been taken back after they
picked it up for more problems.

He said truck No. 13 also was
taken to McCook to have repair
work doneontherear end by Inland
Truck of North Platte.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
took time out from the meeting to
help at thetax sale. Hesaid themin-
eral land went for $105 and the
housein Norcatur for $3,800.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard that County Clerk
Marilyn Horn had a couple boys
from Sappa Valley Y outh Ranch
doing community servicein her of -
fice.

»Heardthat asecond bridgeinthe
Lyleareais complete. The crew is
now working onthethird bridgein
the summer project, whichisseven
mileseast and about four and ahalf
north of Oberlin.

get aused pickup than keep fixing
theDodge, especially sincethetruck
getsrough use.

Brad Marcuson, from the road
and bridge crew, has been helping
spray county roads, he said. It has
hel ped themkeep ontop of themusk
thistle spraying, said Mr. Huntley,
athoughthey areafew daysbehind
in bindweed spraying.

Hesaid hewouldliketolook at a
cost-shareprogram, but they would
need to seewhat peoplearewilling
to pay and what servicesthey want.
Thedepartment cost-shareschemi-
calswiththefarmerssothey geta25
percent discount on some of the
chemicals. Either thedepartment or
thefarmer doesthe spraying.

For the cost-share to work, the
spraying has to be for noxious
weeds.
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going hometo Canada.

home.

Vogel.

both arein good health.

Dr.Vogd and her hushand L ornehavethreegrand-
children in Saskatchewan, Riley, 7; Brody, 6; and
Nicholas, 2. She said since the older ones started
schooal, it hasbecomeharder for thefamily to get to-
gether. Dr. Vogel said she and her husband are just
missing them too much, so they decided to go back

TheV ogel shavetwo children, Andreaand Tyson,
and both livein Saskatchewan, Canada.

Usually, she said, their kids and grandkidstry to
makeit hereonceayear, butitisal,110-miletrip.

Onher 50th birthday, thefamily surprised her and
showed up at their housein Oberlinat 1:30 a.m.

“Thekidswerebornandraisedin Canada, said Dr.

“We were the ones who moved away,” she said,
adding that her mother and her husband’ s mother
bothlivein Canada, andthey aregettingolder, though

Dr.Vogel saidsheplanstostay inthemedical field
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Shehasajobasacriti-
cal care associate in the intensive care units at two
hospitals which she will start in the middle of Sep-
tember. Her last officeday hereis Wednesday, Aug.

AT THE END of the month Dr. Wendy Vogel will say goodbye at the Oberlin Clinic

and Decatur County Hospital and returnhometo Canada. Until then, itisbusinessasusual.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Doctor leaving for Canada
tobecloseto her grandkids

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
Wanting to watch her grandkids grow up, Dr.
Wendy V ogel will besayinggood-

byetoOberlinand

ing care of them.

“1 encourage the patients to continue coming (to
theclinic) here,” shesaid.

It has been a pleasure working with Dr. Richard
May, Dr. Elizabeth Sliter and Johnnalnman, nurse
practitioner, she said. Hopefully a new doctor will
be here not too far down theroad.

Dr. Vogel hasserved at the Oberlin Medical Arts
ClinicsinceMarch1998. Shesaid shewasrecruited
herethough HaysMedical Center.

Sheand her husband cameto Oberlintwicetolook
at thetown and then decided to move.

Beforethat, shewasadoctor in Canada.

Dr. Vogel said shestarted asalab technicianand
thenwhen her kidswent to school, shedecidedtogo
back to becomeadoctor. Shegraduated from medi-
cal school in 1989.

She said she wished they could take their home,
whichisupfor sale, with them, becauseshelovesit.

Therewill beamorninginJanuary, saidDr.Vogel,
whilesheisscrapingiceoff thecar window andit’s
minus 45 degrees and she will wonder what sheis
doing, but thenthat night shewill gotoagrandson’s
hockey gameand she’ Il know.

Dr. Vogel said she has enjoyed working with the
staff at the hospital, clinic and nursing homes here
andthanksall of her patientsfor theprivilegeof tak-

When thewind howls

TH E COW PALACE acattlebarnwhr ch hasbeen al and-
mark for many years 15 miles south of Oberlinon U.S. 83,
fell last month when high winds or atwister came through
around 7 p.m. Owner Brad M arcuson said they werewash-
ing4-H calvesat their homeabout that timeand noticed that

one suddenly ref used to move A ner ghbor ser d it became
very hot. A combine header which wasstored in the build-
ing appeared to have suffered little damage and a nearby

windmill wasn't even touched.
—Herald staff photo by Dave Bergling

Officer

escapes
charges

Nochargeswill befiledagainst
former Oberlin police officer after
adomestic disturbanceat hishome
last month.

Thecasewasinvestigated by the
KansasHighway Patrol and sent on
tothestateattorney general’ soffice
for adecision on charges. County
Attorney SteveHirschsaidtheattor-
ney general decided the facts
weren’t enough for a criminal
charge.

A temporary order of protection
wasfiledin Decatur County District
Court on Monday, July 18, against
theofficer, Allen SteveRogers, 43,
by his then girlfriend, Brenda Mi-
nor. There has been no hearing on
theorder.

Therequest saysthat Ms. Minor
was seeking protection for herself
and hertwochildren, ages12and 13.

Shewrotethat Mr. Rogerswason
duty withtheOberlinPolice Depart-
ment at thetimeof theincicident. He
wasoutsidethe house and shewent
totalk withhim. Shesaid sheput her
hand in the car door so he couldn’t
closeit. Thetemporary order of pro-
tection report saysthat Mr. Rogers
shoved Ms. Minor after hegaveher
“alawful order” toget away. Shesat
onthetrunk of thecar, and when he
backed out, the car hit abump, Ms.
Minor fell off and Mr. Rogersdrove
over her ankle, causing afracture.

Thetemporary order of protection
statesthat Mr. Rogersleft thescene.

Mr. Rogers was put on adminis-
trative suspension from the police
department and has sinceresigned.

Jennings
board
or ganizes

TheJenningsSchool Board el ect-
ed anew president and vice presi-
dent at the July meeting.

Lawrence Carter was electec
president and LilaJenningsasvice
president.

Other board members present
were Frances Bader, Gary Gillum
and Jeanette Krizek, plus Superin-
tendent Emery Hart, and Clerk Loi<
Heilman.

Neoma Tachaasked theboard tc
consider the Czech Museum asthe
recipient of school memorabilia.
The museum board would also be
interestedin obtaining school items
which couldbeauctioned, with pro-
ceedsgoingfor anadditionto house
school items.

Theboard granted permissiontc
the Oberlin and Norton school dis-
trictstocrossthe Jenningsdistricttc
pick up students in the Hoxie and
Jennings districts. Permission was
grantedtotheNortondistricttopick
up the L ee Juenemann students.
However, permission was denied
for Norton to pick up another fam-
ily at the Juenemann residence.

In other business, the board:

* Reviewed statebudget informa-
tion.

» Appointed Mrs. Jenningsasthe
representativefor theNorth Central
Kansas Specia Education Coopera-
tiveBoard.

 Approvedawarranty deedtrans-
ferring thefootball field to the City
of Jennings, which had given the
land to the school district.

« Agreed to hold a special meet-
ing on Monday, Aug. 22, to adopt &
budget.

Council guestionscontract figuresfor wetlands

The Oberlin City Council dis-
cussed, but didn’t sign, a contract
with the Watershed Institute for
plans, design and permitting assis-
tancefor awetlands at Sappa Park.

Atthemeetingon Thursday, July
14, thegroup | ooked at the contract
but held off signing it since there
were some questions about money
figures.

The job would cost $6,000, but
the contract said that half would be

due up front, which would be
$3,500.

Gary Shike, city administrator,
said the contract is fixed and now
says$3,000will bepaid up front.

Thecouncil will discussthe con-
tract again at their meeting at 6:30
p.m. Thursday.

The council approved the 2004
auditfromMapesandMiller,which
found no violations or problems. It
will be sent to the state department

of accountsand reports.

Thefirmhad sent out athree-year
contract. Mr. Shikesaidsinceitisa
significant expense, thecouncil de-
cidedtocontact other firmsfor bids.
The firms have until September to
contact thecity.

Thecouncil agreedto vacatehal f
an alley at the request of
homeowners.

The alley has Coldren to the
north, Wolf to thewest, Hall to the
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south and Elk totheeast.

Mr. Shikesaidtheeast half of the
alley will bekept opensopeoplewill
have accesstotheir yards.

The council held two closed ses-

sionsfor non-el ected personnd with
City Attorney Steve Hirsch, Mr.
Shike and Police Chief Wade
Lockhart. There was no action
taken.

Excellent benefits.

Crew Driver
Work 18 days on 18 days off

Cummins Tools, agrowing retail Tool Company,
has immediate openings for energetic people to
drive for a traveling sales crew. Class A CDL is
required. Duties include: customer service/
sales/hard work/ long hours/driving. Strong
possibilities for promotion to Management.

Please call Daniel at 785-475-2418.




