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Street

turns
tobeach

PARTY on Friday, Joe
Stanley, owner of Stanley
Hardware, (above) talked
with Adam Kadavy, a
degjay for KFNF. Theradio
stationplayedmusicaskids
played in the sand and
adultslistened. Main Street
turned into a beach, with
loadsof sand spread around
the center of the 100 block
south. Joshua Norris, 1,
(left) son of Rob and Tami
Norrisof southern Califor-
nia, satinthesandandcried.
Other kidsbuilt sand castles
and some played sand vol-
leyball. The event was
sponsored by the Oberlin
BusinessAlliance.

THE BEACH

— Herald staff photos
by Cynthia Haynes

City dectricrates
might begoingup

Withthecost of powerincreasing
for the city, it looks like Oberlin
electric ratesmight go up.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said heissupposedtoget aratestudy
fromtheKansasMunicipal Energy
Association, but it probably won't
be here until September.

Thecity, hesaid, is paying more
for the power itisreceiving under a
new contract with Sunflower Elec-
tricCorp. Basically, saidMr. Shike,
the city islosing revenue on power
it buys from Sunflower. With a
cheaper pricefor power, hesaid, the
city would be making alittle more

money.
Theamount of power thecity gets
from Sunflower changesfrom hour
to hour. The other power comes
Western Area Power Administra-
tion, but Sunflower transportsitand
thecity paystogetit here.
Thelastincreasein electric rates
wasabout threeyearsago, whenthe
council decidedtoraiseit half acent
anddedicatethemoney totheinfra-
structurefund, he said.
Nodecisionwasmade. Thecoun-
cil will probably discusspower rates
at their meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-

Water usedrops,
but still onhigh side

Oberlin used over 700,000 gal-
lons of water four timeslast week,
but peaksstayed|ower thaninrecent
weeks.

Thetrigger to go onto even/odd
outdoor watering is 700,000 gal-
lons. City water usershavebeenon
thewatering systemsincetheend of
June.

Usage over 1 million gallons a
day could trigger a ban on outdoor
water use. The previous week, use
topped 900,000 one day was near

800,000 on two days, but demand
wasdownlast week despitetheheat.

Thecity used:

* 623,000 gallons on Monday,
July 25.

524,000 gallons on Tuesday,
July 26.

* 766,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
* 637,000 gallonson Thursday.
* 747,000 galonson Friday.

* 750,000 gallons on Saturday.
* 712,000 gallonson Sunday.

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Growing up, Michagl Wasson
always knew he wanted to be a
farmer, andwhentheopportunity
to get someland presented itself,
heand hiswifejumped onit.

Born and raised in Decatur
County, Michael learned about
farming working alongside his
dad Jim and grandfather Donald.
Michael said he did everything
fromridingaonginthetractor to
feedingthecowstoridinghorses.

After graduating from Decatur
Community High School in 1997,
helefttogoto Colby Community
Collegefor twoyearsandthenon
toKansasStateUniversity, where
hereceived abachel or’ sdegreein
agriculture economics and ami-
nor in agronomy.

Whilein Colby, he met hisfu-
turewife, Kelly Lewis. Shecame
from aranch in southeast Colo-
rado and knows the ins and outs
of thecattlebusiness, hesaid. The
last thing her parents said before
leaving for school, said Michael,
was not to bring home a Kansas
farm boy.

After receiving their degrees,
thecouplemoved back to Decatur
County until they got married in
September 2001. Kelly received
adegreein political science and
business from Northwestern
Oklahoma State University.

They lived in Merlin and

Fair week

Kicksoff
on Tueday

Games, rides, events
al planned at fairground

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Fair week starts Tuesday withall
types of entries, opening of exhib-
its, the 4-H food auction, mutton
bustin’ and of course, thefirst night
of the home-owned carnival.

4-H youths have been preparing
for monthsfor thisweek, pickingout
recipes, making clothes, taking pic-
tures, making arts and crafts and
raising pigs, sheep and cattle.

All 4-H and open class exhibits
needtobetothefairground between
9a.m. and noon on Tuesday except
for floriculture. That evening, all
entrieswill beopenfor onlookersto
see.

Thecarnival opensat 7 p.m. each
night with rides and games for all
ages.

The carnival, operated by the
Decatur County Amusement Au-
thority, offers swings, the
Twistover, Octopus, Tilt-aWhirl,
train, Ferris wheel and merry-go

roundfor rides. Thereisalsoamoon
walk, kiddiecarsandkiddieswings
for theyounger fair goers.

Games to be offered this year at
the carnival include afish game,
which is 50 centsto play. Partici-
pants throw a bean bag through &
holdinafish, andthecolor of thefish
determinesthe prize.

Other kidsgameincludetheduck
pond for 10 cents, with aprize each
time. Thereisthelollipop stand, 1C
centsasucker.

Other gamesinclude:

* Basketball — threeballsfor $1,
two out of three basketswin.

 Sinko — 50 cents and the first
persontogetfiveballsinarowwins.

* TicTac Toe—four ballsfor $1
andthreeinarow wins.

* Potty toss — 50 cents per ball
and must get aball inthepot towin.

* Ricochet— 5 centsandthecoin
must clear al linestowin.

(SeeFAIR on Page 10A)

Oberlindigrict
may gain land
from Jennings

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin School District
might gainaround 110 squaremiles
from the Jennings-Prairie Heights
School District, which could mean
lower taxesfor thewholedistrict.

The Jennings School Board will
continuediscussionontheproposal
at their meeting at 7:30 p.m. on
Monday, Aug. 8.

Under the proposal, the Oberlin
district will get about 110 square
miles, Hoxieabout 90 squaremiles
and Norton about 40 square miles
after the Jenningsdistrict dissolves
next year.

Last year, the Jennings School
Board decided todisorganize. This
comingschool year, thedistrict will
keep the grade school open but the
students in seventh through 12th
gradeswill begoingtoneighboring
districts. Jennings has contracts

Youngcouplereturnstofarm

withtheOberlinandHoxiedistricts.
The board doesn’t havethefinal
say inhow itsland will be divided,
said Kelly Glodt, Oberlin superin-
tendent, but can makerecommenda-
tions and then the state Board of
Education will decide.
“Wewerelooking at thefavorite
way todivideitup,” hesaid.“We're
still taking suggestions from the
public and won’t have afinal deci-
sion until the next board meeting.”
Mr. Glodt saidthe Jenningsboarc
hasalot of tough decisionsto make
on how todivideuptheland. There
isn'tany easy way, hesaid, but they
havedoneitasequitably aspossible.
Whenthefina decisionismade,
headded, if Oberlingetsaround 110
square miles, it will mean some
changesin thebudget for the 2006-
2007 year.
(SeeLAND on Page 10A)

MI CHAEL ANDKELL Y Wassonreturned hometofarm
The couple raises cattle and farms several crops north of
Dresden.

Bonnie Anderson’s rental house
for almost two years and then
Michael got a chance to be an
agronomist for a co-op in
Sutherland, Neb.

“We wanted to get out and see
some more of the world,” said
Michael. “ Everyone needs to do
that.”

In January, the couplereturned
to Decatur County after the Ander-
sons approached them about pur-
chasing their farm operation.

They said they bought the
Andersons’ home place three
milesnorth of Dresden, including
the house and land around it. Ba-
sicaly, said Michael, they work

the Andersons’ operation.

Michael said hestill workswith ing. To getinto farming, he sug-
Mr. Andersoneachday. Hesaidhe gests young people go some-
where and work, get a start and
Although he thinks his and save somemoney.

haslearned alot from him.

Kdly'sheartsaremoreinthecattle

business, for afarming operation start abusiness, hesaid, and you
to work, they have to have cattle grow alot outside of northwest
and crops. They grow wheat, corn Kansasand meet alot of people.
To come hometo farm, he said,
Sofar, headded, they haven’'tre- you havetoloveit.

and alfalfa.

gretted coming back here or com-

ing back to farm. It is raining, moneyinfarming.Y oulivepoor
though, he said with alaugh, and and dierich, hesaid.

that hasn’t happenedin awhile.

Michael saidheandKelly went children yet, but hesaid, “If you
away long enough to earn some aren’tworkingfor futuregenera-
money sothey couldstartoutfarm- tions, thererealyisn’tany point.”

Farming
editioninsde

Inside today’s edition of isthe
Nor'west Newspapers special
report on “The Future of Farm-
ing,” covering nine counties in
northwest Kansas.

The section features stories
about trends in farming and
what’s happening in each
county, including Decatur, Che-
yenne, Rawlins, Logan, Norton,
Sheridan, Thomas, Wallaceand
Sherman.

Stories also delve into the
farm bill, agritourism and other
areas of farming.

That money is important to

Most peopledon’ t makeal ot of

The Wassons don’t have any
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* Fair events
Ssart Tuesday,
end Saturday

(Continued from Page 1A)

« Soda can — three bags for 50
cents. Must knock cansoff thestand
towin.

* Ring toss— three rings for $1
and theringsmust go onthecansto
win.

* Golf — $1 per game.

* Bull’seye— threefor $1.

» Hooptoss— three hoopsfor 50
cents; hoop must beover pegtowin.

* Birthday wheel — 50 cents per
chip, then spin the wheel to the
month you choose.

« Baseball toss — 50 cents per
ball; al bottles have to be knocked
off the stand towin.

* Break aplate— three ballsfor
$1; must break aplatetowin.

* Moon walk — three 25-cent
tickets.

The Decatur County Fair Board
haslined up afull week of eventsin
front of the grandstands.

On Tuesday, eventswill kick off
with Mutton Bustin' rodeo, where
kidswho weigh 60 pounds and un-
der try tostay ontheback of asheep
aslong asthey can.

Participants need to check in at
6:30 p.m. onthedirt in front of the
grandstands. The contest starts at
7:30 p.m.

On Wednesday, Aug. 10, Anita
Hirschwill head up ashow of local
talent at 7:30 p.m.

On Thursday, Aug. 11, the
Colgate Country Showdown will
return, sponsored by Coyote Coun-
try radio.

The following evening, aroller
demo derby will start at 7 p.m.

OnSaturday, Aug. 13, will bethe
tractor pull sponsored by the Colo-
rado Truck and Tractor Pull Asso-
ciation. Therewill befiveclassesof
tractors from all over pulling a
weighted sled from Col orado.

A
WORKING TOGETHER,
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Gale Schulze (left) and Jim

==

Plotts assembled awindmill in Mr. Schulze's back yard in
Nortonon Tuesday morning. Mr. Plotts, from Norcatur, built
thetower andrestored theentirehead of theold M onitor wind-

mill.

— Staff photo by Carolyn Plotts

Men collect parts
tobuild windmill

GaleSchulzeof Nortonsayshe's
an old country boy, and he had al-
ways wanted a wooden windmill,
even after he and his wife Sharon
moved into town.

During a conversation with Jim
Plottsof Norcatur, thetwomendis-
covered they had alot in common.
Mr. Plottshasbeen collectingwind-
mill partsfor years.

Mr. Schulze wanted one, so the
two struck adeal.

Mr. Plotts estimates it took him
twoweekstocompletely restorethe
original mechanism and construct
the10-foot diameter head. Hemade
thetower and head out of redwood.
He hand cut each of the 84 blades
that go into the six sections, called
sails. Thewhol eapparatus, counter-

balanced by a cement “football,”
standsatop a 19-foot tower.
Thewindmill,aMonitormodel L,
wasmadeby Baker Manufacturing.
Tuesday morning, Mark Bailey
and hisfather Gail Bailey of Bailey
Electric, Norcatur, drilledtheholes
for thelegs. They used their utility
truck to set the tower and the head.
Mr. Plotts, with the help of Mr.
Schulze, assembled the sections of
thehead whilestandingonthefour-
foot-by-four-foot platformontop of
the tower. Mr. Schulze tied each
section to arope, which Mr. Plotts
then pulled to the top and attached
tothe head.
The windmill works, but at the
Schulze homeit is strictly decora-
tive. There’ snowell to hook it to.

Have Fun at the Fair

We support
our local
4-H’ers

Hwy 83— Selden
1-888-751-6332
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A PROPOSAL TO DIVIDE

the Jennings School District

wouldgivetheOberlindistrict about 110 squaremiles, Hoxie
about 90 square miles and Norton about 40. The map above

* Land may begiventoother schools

(Continued from Page 1A)
Currently, he said, the Oberlin
district’ svaluationisabout $27 mil-
lion. That meansevery mill of prop-
erty tax bringsin $27,000. If that
land hasan valuation of $3 million,
it would raise the district’ s overall
valuation, and mean each mill

would bring in about $30,000.
The genera fund won't change,
said Mr. Glodt, becausethe district

will still get the same amount of
money from the state.

The capital outlay isat 4 mills
now, he said, that won’t increase,
but thedistrict will get moremoney
becauseeachmill will bringinmore
money. If theland isworth $3 mil-
lion, then the 4 millswill bring in
$12,000 more ayear.

The district should be able to
lower the rate for the local option

shows what land each district will get if the proposal is ap-

proved by the state Board of Education.

budget, which means people who
are paying in the Oberlin District
now will pay lesstaxes. Mr. Glodt
didn’t say if people who arein the
Jennings district will pay lessthan
they are paying now.

Mr. Glodt said no matter what the
decisionis, havingmorelandwill be
abenefit to the district. It could in-
crease the transportation budget
sincethedistrict wouldbebigger, he

said, but they won’'t know right
away.
Hesaid they arelooking forwarc
to having some of the junior high
and high school studentsthisyear.
Nomatter what happens, hesaid, the
goal of any district shouldbeto pro-
videthe best education possible.
Jenningsisdoingthebestthey can
in the district’ s last year, said Mr.
Glodt.

Gettingreadyfor hazards
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AT THEDECATURHOSPITAL on Thursday, employ-
ees Karen Bailey, Cathy Claussen, Becky Tate and Renee in case of abiohazardous spill.

Zodrow tried on decontamination suitswhichwould beused

— Photo by Otheila Vacura

Nominationsfor

K-State Research & Extens

Soil Conservation

and Windbreak Awar ds
are now being accepted at

Decatur County Conservation District (785) 475-3131

To nominate a Decatur area producer,
contact either office by August 22nd.

Awards sponsored by the Kansas Bankers Association

on Service (785) 475-8121

The Oberl

(" Listen to Kimberly Davis of

in Herald

every Wednesday
between 9 and 10 a.m. on
“Pulse of the Prairie”

Internet tonight! Call 475-2206!




