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Senator’sfriend causes<tir
withremark about rats

One of hisfriends cameto Topekato give
Sen. Tim Huel skamp an award | ast week.

Grover Norquist, president of Americansfor
Tax Reform, named Sen. Huelskamp, a
Fowler Republican, as a“Hero of the Tax-

payer.”

Though it soundslike something out of the
old Soviet Union, it’ sreally anicehonor for a
conservativelegislator. Whileonthepodium,
though, he made some comments about Re-
publicans and tax increases that drew a
reporter’ sattention, and theresult was not so

good.

“Republicanswhovotefor tax increasesare
like rat head in Coke bottles,” Mr. Norquist
said. “They don't just hurt themselves; they

damagethebrand.”

Of coursethereportershad afield day. Sen
Steve Morris, who hasthe next district over,
alowed as how he had voted for acouple of
tax increasesover theyears. Morris, aconser-
vative of sorts, ispresident of the Senate, and

aman of someinfluence.

Rep. Bill Light of Rolla said he had voted
for tax increases for highways and schools
over theyears. Hethought they were good.

Nothinglikeoffending potential alliestoget
asessionrolling. Sen. Huelskamp hasbeena
leader of conservatives in the Senate, espe-

|ess.

Clark. Hehasbeenleadingtheanti tax forces,
and he deserved the award.

He didn’t deserve the notoriety that went
along with Mr. Norquist’ sremarks. What an
ugly phrase. Graphicandtothepoint, but taste-

And, whatever true believerssay, thereare
timesatax increaseisappropriate. Not many
perhaps, but they exist.

Kansasspendinghasgrown, inreal dollars,
more than four times in 40 years, though.
We've had quite enough tax increases over

that time, thank you very much.

that.

mouthed.

cialy since the untimely death of Sen. Stan

Threedaysaway anicebreak

“We'reonvacation,” | said.“I'll
doit.I'll doit. Don’t bug me.”

Thiswasmy reply toJim’sinsis-
tencethat | “better get my column”
written Sunday. He knew we had
plans for early Monday morning
(my usual day towritethis) andthere
would be no timethen.

Aftermythirdor fourthdelay tac-
tic, hesaid, “I’mgoingto start call-
ing you Procrasta.”

“Who'sProcrasta?’ | innocently
asked.

“CarrieNation’ sfirstcousin,” he
shot back. “Y ou know, Procrasta
Nation.”

If he weren’t so darned funny,
he' dreally tick meoff. Butwhenhe
pulls stuff likethat, all | candois
laugh.

We respendingthreeof thelove-
liest, laziest dayswe' veever hadin
ahouseintheSanLuisValleyinthe
mountains of southern Colorado.
When my editor and her husband
movedfrom Creede, Colo., toKan-
sas, they kept their househere. They
retreat toit several timesayear and
make it available to friends who
want to makethenine-hour drive.

Thisyear it worked out that we
couldtakeadvantageof their gener-
ous offer. We arrived late Friday
afternoonandfound everythingjust
as promised. A diagram of the cir-
cuit breaker soon had power to all
appliancesandthehot tub. Weeven
had tickets to the local theater,

And while his heart wasin the right place,
Mr. Norquist wasn't doing his friend or the
antitax movement much of afavortalkinglike

Call a spade a spade if you must, Mr.
Norquist, but leavetheratsout of it.

Theeffort to control state spending and end
the constant stream of tax increasesistooim-
portant to beleft to the carelessand theloud-

With the state Supreme Court trying to es-
tablisharight of unlimited school funding, the
entirestate budget isin peril. Weneed all the
help we can get here.

Memo to Sen. Huel skamp:

Find somenew friends.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~

cplotts@nwkansas.com
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where we saw avery professional
stageplay.

Thisisnorusticlittlecabininthe
woods. Thisisalovely log house
with al the conveniences and ac-
couterments of home. We brought
our own groceries and had some
lovely mealsdiningal frescoonthe
front porch. Jimfixesbreakfast and
we eat that at the dining roomtable
looking out alarge picturewindow
at the mountains surrounding this
little town that was once abustling
mining camp.

Easy chairsin the living room
havetheir own picturewindow stra-
tegically placed, I’ m sure, towatch
the antics of hummingbirdsasthey
jostlefor position at the sugar water
feeder hung outside thewindow.

Thereisalittle mountain church
justdowntheroad. Wewentto Sun-
day school and churchthismorning,
stayed for a potluck dinner, came
“home” for anap and went back for
eveningservices. ltwasagood day.

Tomorrow, weplantorideanar-

row-gaugesteamtrainonanall-day
excursion.

Thenextday it’ shack home. Back
totheroutine, our jobs, our friends,
our family. Thiswas our first real
vacation to somewhere other than
Mexico to build a house, to some-
wherefor abusiness meeting, or to
visit oneof our kids.

| think threedaysisprobably the
maximumamount of timewecould
“do nothing.” But, oh my, it'sbeen
great whileit lasted.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Obey them that have the
rule over you, and submit
yourselves: for they watchfor
your souls, as they that must
giveaccount, that they may do
itwithjoy, and not with grief:
forthatisunprofitableforyou.

Hebrews13: 17
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

California: Donald Feely,
Hemet; Eleanor Matal, Woodland;
Norman Tally, Ventura; EK. Van

Vleet, San Diego;

Colorado: D.R. Railsback, Lake-
wood; Bonnie D. Sexson, Nione
Rhodin, Loveland; DixieHofmann
Ruland, Littleton; Wayne Vernon,
Clarence Ames, Pueblo; Donna

Norman, Aurora; Twila Crist,
Peyton; Chrisand Janice Corcoran,
Fort Collins; Larry Guinn, Deer
Trail;
Nebraska:
Hastings.

Kari Husted,
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Harry Potter sourskidsto read

As| sat down at the beauty shop
to wait my turn for a haircut last
week, | noticed thelibrary cardson
thetable next to me. They werely-
ing next toaNancy Drew novel.

Boy, did that bring back memo-
ries.

Summertime in the 1950s and
' 60smeant swimming and reading.

Therewere afew summer recre-
ation programs for kids where |
grew up: cutting construction paper
and using glueat thecity park shel-
ter houseon Saturday morning. But
therewasno swim club, no softball
for young women and no air condi-
tioning in the homesin our neigh-
borhood.

Mornings were for chores —
dusting, sweeping, laundry and gar-
dening. Swimminglessonsdidtake
up mornings for two weeks during
late June or early July, but the rest
of thetimewasours.

Welivedalongway fromthepool
andthebest way toget therewasour
bikes. Wecouldwalk, but wecould
never decide whether it was better
to go with or without our shoes. If
youworeyour flipflops, you ended
up with blisters between your toes
andif youleftthemhome, thehot tar
onthestreetsburned your feet.

By 2 or 3p.m., however, wewere
headed home. Poliowastill aprob-

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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lemback then, and our motherswere
surethat yougotit at thepool onhot
days.

TheCarnegiePublicLibrary was
on the way home, and my library
card got used almost every day.
Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys
werefavoritefare. | wasal sopartial
toseafaring talesof youthswhoran
away and became cabin boys for
Drakeor Raleigh.

I would lieon my bed in my un-
derwear withafanrunningfull blast
and alemonade at my elbow and
delveinto other worlds asthe tem-
perature climbed into the 90s and
100s.

These days, we're told, young-
sterssitin air-conditioned comfort
and play video games by the hour.

I’m surethat happensalot. Still,
| watchthekidsheadingfor thepool
on the other side of town and they
don’tlook any differentthanwedid.

Some are wearing flip flops anc
somearehopping a ongbarefooted.

Then, therearethe books.

It's good to know that Nancy
Drew andtheHardy Boysareenter-
taining another generation of
youngsters, even if the books are
looking alittleragged.

Asl| traveled around the country
acoupleof weeksago, | saw dozens
of youngstersreading Harry Potter
books. J.K. Rowling is a good
writer, and her talesof mischief and
mayhem at the Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft have many a video
gamer with their nosein abook.

It reminds me of high schooal,
when every boy had one of lan
Fleming’'s “James Bond” paper-
backs in his back pocket. | don’t
think thoselast coupleof Harry Pot-
ter books are gonnafit in a pocket,
but | bet alot of them can be found
inbackpacksthisfall.

Remember toshop at home

Someone at a county meeting
made the suggestion that if one of
the commissioners was going to
Salina, maybe he could pick up
some tables for the ambulance de-
partment at an unnamed member-
ship store.

The commissioner never made
the trip, the tables weren’t bought
andthecounty attorney pointed out
that storesright herein Oberlin sell
that sort of thing.

Goodfor him.

Buying tables at Sam'’s Club
seemed likeasort of unusual slipfor
thecounty commissioners, whobuy
most of what they can here. A lot of
people probably don’t realize,
though, that say Stanley Hardware
hasaccesstojust about anythingyou
might want inalot of lines.

Other Oberlin businesses either
carry goodswedon’tthink of or can
getwhat you need. Most of uscould
doabetter job of shopping at home.
And sometimes, it’s the merchant
whoistoblame: Many never adver-
tisetheir entirelines, and peoplejust
don’'t know what they have.

No one can buy everything they
need here. There’ snonew-car deal-
ership any more, for instance, and

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkanws.com)

By SteveHaynes

only one used-car lot. The city has
made every effort to work with the
dealer here, though, and that’s a
good thing.

All of usshould makean effortto
shop at home. We need to support
thebusinessesherefor tworeasons:

They providejobsandincomein
our hometown, and that’ s impor-
tant.

And if we don’t support them,
they’ 1l disappear and we' [l wonder
why we have to drive to Colby or
McCook to buy thread.

That said, we know it does no
good to preach to people used to
driving 100 miles to buy a car.
People shop where they will shop,
and it’s the merchants’ job to get
them through the door.

Some work harder at that than
others.

But when it’s tax money being
spent, for food, equipment, supplies,
whatever, then the city or county
board really needs to make a com-
mitment to shop at home.

For themost part, our schools, our
city and our county have donethat.
There' s the occasional |apse, but
nobody’s perfect. And therereally
arethingsyou can’t buy here.

Oberlin has a pretty nice way of
life. Onethingweall can doto pre-
serve that is spend our dollars at
home, wherethey help peopleinour
town.

Think about that the next time
you' retemptedtoruntoWall-Mart
for groceries — or Sam’s Club for
tables.

Where do you want your dollars
togo— Oberlinor Arkansas?

Reader tired of catsand vacations
( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

Everyoneispresumably awareof
the value of free advice— so here
isadose for the columnists of The
OberlinHerald.

Keep thisin mind the next time
you consider writing about cats,
your children, or tripsyou havebeen
on. Noonecares!

The only time | want to see any
mention of afelineiswhen oneis
seen reading aloud the Declaration
of Independence, or barring that,
seencleaningits own litter box.

Y our childrenareonly of interest

touswhenthey arenotedinapolice
blotter. Our childrenlook that much
better by comparison.

Wedo notwanttohear whereyou
have been or what you saw, did, or
ate while you were there. We con-
sider ourselves lucky if we can af -
fordanannual respitefromthelove-
linessthat isnorthwest Kansas. We
lodgewithrelativesor at Motel 6, eat

with our cousin or Ronald Mc-
Donald, and oncehome, commi ser-
ate about the horrible traffic/man-
ners/pricesweweresubjectedto. So
please, keep your anecdotal so-
journs personal.
Thankingyouinadvancefor your
consideration,
Steve Stacy
Oberlin

Cigarettesalesonly part of problem

TotheEditor:

Kansashasoneof thelowest lev-
elsfor funding tobacco prevention
programs, and not surprisingly, one
of theworst recordsinthenationfor
selling tobacco productsto kids.

Kansas is now being forced to
spend $2.3 million solely for en-
forcement and retailer education.
This new money has produced an
excdllent mediaand educationcam-
paign,“ It' sEverybody’ sBusiness,”
to reducetobacco salesto children.

But everv vear smokina kills

4,000 Kansansand costs $720 mil -
lion, $153 million of which isthe
state’ spayment for Medicaid.
Tobaccodrivesthesehealth costs
because little attention has been
given to a childhood disease with
disastrous health consequences
yearslater. Only Saline County has
received enough money for compre-
hensivetobacco control programs.
Spending $18millionper year, as
recommended by the Centers for
Disease Control, could cut Kansas
smokina ratesin half in 10 vears

reduce health costs, and provide
proventobacco control programsto
all Kansascounties.

Tobacco prevention and cessa-
tion programs, adequately funded,
will curtail salesof tobaccotokids.
Moreimportantly, they will immu-
nize Kansas adults and children
against tobacco.

Theresult will be healthier Kan-
sansand lower health costs.

Mary JayneHellebust, director
Tobacco FreeKansas Coalition
Topeke



