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The Decatur County Fair kicked
off on Saturday with the 4-H and
open class horse show at the arena
just south of thefairground.

Around8a.m., 17 horseenthusi-
asts checked in and signed up to
compete in the day-long event.
Roma Grafel said there were 38
classesfor ridersto enter.

Contestantsaredivided into four
groups: juniorsage 7-9, intermedi-
ate10-12, seniors13-18and adults.

Each group gets atry at the 38
classes, whichincludewesternplea-
sure, horsemanship, reining, pole
bending, barrel racing, trail, bare-

The feature page about interesting

people, places and things to do
Wednesday, August 10, 2005

ON TOP OF RANGER weari ng asafety heI met, Becca Reuther (above) Saturday Jordan McH ugh (bel ow) sat on her horseZoewhileshetalked with
laid on her tummy as she waited for her first event at the 4-H Horse Show friends.

Horse show opens
Decatur County Falir

back horsemanship, flag race and
showmanship.

For the younger riders, Mrs.
Grafd said, they havepony leisure,
lead line and walk/trot for the kids
whodon'tfall intoany of theclasses
and are just learning how to ride.
Kidshavetobeat least 7tobein 4-
H.

Thisyear, shesaid, twogirls,Kira
Meitl and SabrinaDellere, passedto
higher levelsin4-H horsemanship.
MissMeitl passedlevel 1and Miss
Dellerepassed level 2.

Thegirlshadtoanswer questions
about horses and rodeo and also be

able to perform on their mounts.
Each girl received arunout blanket
for their horse.

Mrs. Grafel saidthat thedifferent
levelsmeanthat thegirlsarebecom-
ing more knowledgeable in their
area. They still fall into one of the
regular age classes.

Mrs. Grafel saidthatineachdivi-
sion, points were kept on how the
rider performed inthe events.

The oneswith the most pointsin
eachreceivedahalterandleadrope.

The runner-up received alounge ¥

line, used to exercise horses.

ON HER HORSE PI STOL PETE, PamlenaeCarmanwasled by Knstm McHugh
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