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Governor Sebdiusright
towash handsof sheriff

It snever justified to break thelaw to catch

It wasan unusual move.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliusrefused to sign ap-
pointment papersfor aformer Smith County
sheriff, naming him to ajob he had to leave
more than a decade ago because he had bro-

kenthelaw.
Good for thegovernor.

By now, EllsworthMurphy probably isback
inthe saddle as Smith County sheriff.

It shouldn'’t be, but thegovernor hasnoreal
authority to block an appoi ntment by acounty
party committeeto fill avacancy inlocal of-
fice. The law says either she signs the docu-
ments, or the appointment goes into effect

without her signature.

It sort of makesyouwonder why thegover-
nor isinvolved at all, but that’ snot the point.

Thepointis, thegovernor wasright. There's
no way Murphy should beasheriff again.

He was removed from office for violating
state law by putting an illegal bug in the po-
lice chief’ shouse. Witnesses said at thetime
he claimed hewasinvestigating her involve-

ment in asupposed drug ring.

That never pannedout, but evenif it had been
true, it swrong for alaw enforcement officer
to break the law. Bugging a person’s home
without awarrant isaviolation of their con-
stitutional rights, and aseriousoffenseinthis

country.

bad guys, assuming they are bad guys, espe-
cially for an officer sworn to uphold thelaw.

But the offensewasjust amisdemeanor, so
technically, Murphy was not barred from re-

appointment. All he'll say isthat it’'sin the

past.

| eft town.

Thecounty Republican committeeshowed
poor judgment and poor taste in making the
selection. There had to be someone more
qualified for the top law enforcement job in
the county, wherethe el ected sheriff quit and

Tofurther establish hiscredentialsasanall-

around good guy, Mr. Murphy filed alawsuit

against one Smith County resident, charging
slander because the man referred tohimasa
“convicted felon” after the party meeting.
Heclaimed hewassuffering* extremeemo-
tional distress.”
Kansans may have something closetothat,
getting aguy likethisasacounty sheriff.
Theonly hopeisthat thestateL aw Enforce-

ment Training Commission will deny him a

inoffice.

certificate, whichwould bar himfromstaying

Whatever, weapplaud thegovernor’ sgood
senseinrefusing to sign the appoi ntment.
It wastheright thing to do.

—SeveHaynes

Novicebread bakers'superb’

Somuchfor baskinginthewarm
afterglow of my vacation.

| walked into my office last
Wednesday and it was, “Good
morning. Didyouget that story done
on (whatever)? Have you seen
(whoever) about their ad? Grab the
phone, can‘ya?’

The push to get everything done
before you leave and the stack of
work awaiting you on your return
makes you wonder if it was worth
leavinginthefirst place.

Then | remember the cool moun-
tain air, the lazy mornings, and the
afternoon naps. Y eah, it wasworth
it. Oh, boy, wasit worthit.

—ob—

I’'mnofanof Bill Maher, thehost
of “ Politically Incorrect,” but hejust
wroteabook about hisimpressions
onlifeandishawkingitonthemorn-
ing news shows. | thought thiswas
funny.

Hesaid, “It’ stimetostopkidding
yourselvesabout thosebaby-chang-
ing tables they have in men’srest-
roomsnow. They arenever goingto
be used, and should be removed.
Otherwise, you're just tempting a
short, homeless man to use it asa
Murphy bed.”

—ob—

When women friends get to-
gether, silly thingshappen.

| volunteeredtohelpafriendbake
therollsfor her daughter’ swedding
in September. Shelikedthecrescent
rolls |’ ve baked for church dinners
and | assured her they arevery easy
to make.

Wesetthedatefor thisprojectand
then shecalledtoask if it would be
OK for afew otherstojoinus. They
wanted to learn how to make my
rolls, too. Andher sister-in-law from
Topekawanted to come.

Ohmigosh. Peopleweregoingto
drive several hundred miles for
theserolls. Thepressure. But | said,
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“Sure. Themore, themerrier.”

| think weendedupwitha"class’
of seven. How can| best describethe
varying levels of competency? At
one end of the spectrum, wehad an
aspiring gourmet cook, so shewas
“al over” this. At theother end, we
had a baker “wannabe” who didn’t
want to break anail. The othersfell
somewherein between.

| knew we were in trouble when
onebaker couldn’t get the bow! of f
of the food processor base. She
ended up lifting the entire unit to
dump the contentsinto the mixing
bowl.

All bread bakers know you need
anice, warm placeto let the dough
raise. But, in the air conditioned
building where we were working,
therewas no such place.

Y ankee ingenuity kicked in and
someone came up with the idea of
using the back seat of acar. Tem-
peraturesthereeasily reach 120 de-
grees, perfect for raising bread.
Luckily, one of the bakers had an
SUV withalarge, flat back end. Just
enough space for the six bowls of

doughwehad ready to“ set.”
Ninety minutes later, we had
beautiful “ poofy” dough, ready tobe
punched down, rolled out and
shaped.
Withflourflyingeverywhere, my
team of novicesrolled, cut, shaped
andformed 24 dozen crescentrolls.
These are safely in the deep freeze
waiting for themorning of thewed-
ding, when | will bakethem.
Wedidaquality-control testona
dozen and judged them to be “ su-
perb.”
But, of course, that's just our
opinion.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Thereisnothing better fora
man, than that he should eat
and drink, and that he should
make his soul enjoy good in
hislabour. Thisalsol saw, that
it wasfrom the hand of God.

Ecclesiastes 2: 24
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The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.
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Moran pa%gover Nnor srace

Rep. Jerry Moran has decided to
stay in Washington, passing on a
firefightwith Gov. Kathleen Sebel -
ius.

Smart move.

While Mr. Moran iswidely re-
garded astheonly Republicanwith
a chance of uniting the party and
whipping the popular governor,
there’ snosayingthat hewouldhave
won.

Maybe. A year and ahalf, alot of
work, aton of money and a few
truckloads of dirt later, he might
havewon.

Probably would havewon.

Thoughhewouldn’thaveseenhis
family muchinthemeantime.

Most Kansas Republicans fall
moreor lessinto oneof twowarring
camps, conservativeor “ moderate.”
Whileindividual membersof each
grouparediverseand hardtopigeon
hole, the bottom lineis they don’t
much get along.

Jerry Moran rises above al that,
going back even to hisdaysin the
state Senate. The Hays Republican
hastherespect, andtheear, of nearly
every Republicaninthestate.

Hispositionasafive-termincum-
bent inthe Big 1st District, now 69
counties strong, gives him great
namerecognition.

But he's still “just” a congress-

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkangascom)

By SteveHaynes

man. There’'s the temptation to
moveup, tothe Senateor thegover-
nor’schair.

A racefor governor, though, isno
picnic. You'd haveto hit all 105
Kansas counties. You'd haveto be
ontheroad all year. You' d haveto
step in some stuff that most of us
would rather avoid.

And did | mention the money?
Y ou' dhavetoraiseaboatload of it.

Gov. Sebeliushasproven herself
atough and able campaigner. Run-
ning against her would be no walk
inthepark.

Bob Dole says Jerry Moran
should be asenator, and he should
know.

My guessisthat will happensome
day. Either SamBrownback will run
for president or Pat Robertswill re-
tire.

Mr. Moran haspassed hischance
tobegovernor, andit may not come
back his way. Who knows; Ms.

Sebeliusmight run against him.

It’s probably just as well. Twa
terms as governor, and you can re-
tireinto gentile obscurity.

Jerry Moranisnot cut out for that.

He' sgoingto bewith usfor quite
awhile. When his girls are out of
school and he’ snothing better todo,
we expect he' [l makeit to the Sen-
atesomeday.

Until then, he’s doing a pretty
good job for uswhereheis.

Intermsof politics, it’ stoodarnec
bad he' snot running.

We' d have had adandy fight for
governor, and maybe areal battle
for the 1st District seat.

Asitis, Mr. Moranwill walk, not
run, to re-election. The governor
may strainamuscleor two, but noth-
ing like the contest we could have
seen.

It was a sensible move on Mr.
Moran's part, but oh, what might
have been.

Join violenceawar enessprogr am

TotheEditor:

The Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter would like to thank the
Decatur County commissionersfor
their donation of $500 to help vic-
tims of domestic violence and
sexual assaullt.

Theshelteristheonly accredited
agency providing services to do-
mestic violence and sexual assault
victimsin the 18 counties of north-
west Kansas.

Decatur County is fortunate to
have an anti-violence task force,
Decatur County Stand AgainstVio-
lence, which began operation in
1998. The task force is seeking
peopletojoininitsmissionof “ Pro-
viding awarenessand apositiveim-
age to Stand Against Violencein
Decatur County.”

The shelter values its affiliation
with Decatur County Stand Against
Violence and salutes the members
of the organization who work on a
daily basisto combat the crimes of
domestic violence and sexual as-
sault. If you would like to join
Decatur County StandAgainstVio-
lence, contact Pastor Charlotte
Strecker-Baseler or Bev Reiter.

Shelter personnel areoftenasked,
“Is there domestic violence in the
community?’

Unfortunately domesticviolence
and sexual assault occur inall parts
of northwest Kansas.

The American Medical Associa-
tion in its 2002 annual report said
that domestic violenceisthe No. 1
cause of injury to women from 14-
44. Sixty percent of American
homes will experience at least one
incident of domestic violence. In
2003, northwest Kansassufferedthe
deaths of three women due to do-
mestic violence, with another in
2004.

Sometimes we are asked, “Why
dovictimsstay intherelationshipif

( L ettersto

theEditor

they are being abused? They must
likeit or they would leave.” Leav-
inganabusivereationshipisnot as
easy asit sounds. It takes courage
andfortitude.

Victims of abuse are degraded
each day, inmany forms: verbal at-
tacks, humiliationinfront of family
or friends and physical attacks by
someonewho claimsto love them.
Victimsstand at a75 percent risk of
being killedif they leave.

Victims do leave abusers, but
abusersoftenrefusetoleavethevic-
tim, oftenstalkingtheir victims. The
stalking, which can occur on an av-
erage up to two years, takes many
forms: constant phone calls, show-
ing up at thevictim’s job and often
causing a scene, or following the
victim at all hours of the day and
night.

The stalker might try to run over
the victim or force her to have an
accident, put something in the gas
tank or fix thevehicle so it will not
start or run, put spy ware on the
victim’'scomputer, use friends and
family to send messages or coerce
thevictimtomeetwiththehim* one

Why dump

TotheEditor:

| wish the person or personswho
put a paint can in the trash at 403
Penn Ave. had the mess the truck

moretime.”

Abusers also may threaten to
harm children or a member of the
victim’ sfamily or thevictim them-
selves, manipulating the victim by
making them think they are crazy,
and using the children as pawnstc
keep the abuser informed of the
victim’ swhereaboutsand actions.

If you are experiencing any of
this, youarenot aloneor crazy. We
work with victimsto educate them
about howtoliveanabuse-freelife.
Shelter services include a 24-hour
crisisline, 24-hour crisisinterven-
tion, asafeshelter, referral sto com-
munity assistance, legal and per-
sonal advocacy, and personal-con-
fidential-non-judgmental support
for al victimsand their families.

If you or someone you know is
experiencing domestic violence or
hasbeen avictim of sexual assaullt,
call (800) 794-4624 24 hoursaday,
sevendaysper week for support anc
assistance.

Charlotte A. Linsner, director
Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter

Hays

paint here?

made picking that trash up in front
of their own house.

Betty Brown

Jennings

Muscin park welcome

TotheEditor:

Those who missed the barbecue
and Oberlin Area Concert Band in
thepark on Sunday evening missed

ared treat.
It waswonderful to see the bano
shell used for what it wasmadefor.
Mary Henzel , Oberlin

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Nebraska: Shirley Wishon,
Danbury; Mary Lou Thiesen, Papil-
lion.

Texas: Ren Lohoefener, Austin;
Alice Marshall, Manchaca; Lynn
Temple, Aransas Pass.

Elsewhere: JamesM. King, Okla-
homa City, Okla.; Harold Foster,
V.P.Kiser,KansasCity,Mo.; Larry
Vavroch, Melbourne, Fla.; Mrs.

Flora Edwards, Clarkston, Wash.;
Elmer Waterman, Bonaire, Ga.;
Dayton Bainter, Lilyan Bainter,
Cheyenne, Wyo.; Dennis Camp-
bell, Oro Valley, Ariz.; Rohm
Whitaker, Casper, Wyo.; Heidi and
John Lesinski, Great Falls, Va;
Kansas: Gary Meitl,Roberta
Schillig, Dresden; Wanda Schuhs,
Leoti; Doyle Brown, Phillip Ritter,
Bill Nelson, Becky Carter, Leroy
Brown, Jennings,; Rex Vernon, In-
dependence; Myrtle Shaw, Francis

Porsch, Frank Sulzman, Selden;
Nancy Larson, Hiawatha; Larry
Wolfe, Lynne Flanders, Overlanc
Park; HaysSRSOffice, JoeCurrey,
Hays, Debby Gunselman, Marilyn
Hatch, JakeRobinson, CeciliaMay,
Lawrence; Helen Riepl, Cimarron;
K.D. Sowers, Sharon Springs;
Harlan Grafel, Kevin Schiessler,
Ann Martin, Denis Tongish, Clay
Anderson, Herndon; Dewayne
Jackson, Bill Craig, Stan Miller,
Norcatur.



