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By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Withthedream of someday hav-
ingarecorddeal, ninesingerstook
thestagelast Thursday to compete
forachancetomoveontothefinals
of the Colgate Country Show-
down.

Theconcert, sponsored by Coy-
ote Country radio of McCook, isa
regular grandstand events at the
Decatur County Fair.

SaraBland of Luray, one of the
singers, said this was her third
Showdown. Shetook second place,
taking home $75 and atrophy.

Miss Bland, 19, said she had
been singing since shewas 3.

Each contest is different, she
said. Thecontestantssing kareoke,
with a recorded background, no
liveband. At some of the contests,
shesaid, you singtwo songsand if
itmakesitinthetopthree, yousing
onemore.

In Oberlin, each singer had the
chanceto sing two songsand then
the judgestallied the scoresand a

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheLaruekids, Annamarieand
Jacob, just keeprecyclingtheir en-
triesinthebeef show at theDecatur
County Fair.

Three years ago, they entered
two bucket calves They still show
those calves, which have grown
into breeding heiferstoday.

Annamarie, afreshmanin high
school, and Jacob, a seventh
grader, showedtheir breeding heif-
ersandthecows secondcalveslast
Wednesday during the beef show
at thefair.

Thisisafamily project, said
Annamarie, adding that she and
Jacob wanted to build up aherd.

The two teenagers had the help
of their dad and mom, Bruce and
Marianne Larue, inthelong-term
4-H project.

Three years ago, Annamarie
started showing L acey asacalf and
Jacob started with April.

Thenextyear, thetwocowswere
bred and Lacey had Neddles,
named be because shewasbornin
apatch of bull neddles.

The second year, the cow was
bred by artificial inseminationand
had Stealth. Thisyear Annamarie
brought Lacey and Stealth to the
show.

Jacob’ scow, April, had Juniethe
first year. Thisyear, shehad May,
now three monthsold.

Annamariesaid after they raised
Lacey and April, they didn’t want
to sell them. The teens said the
cowsareliketheir pets.

“TheMariettakidshad breeding
heifers,” shesaid, “and Dad liked
that idea, sowekept bringingthem
back.”

by Mrs. Carman during the Colgate Country Showdown.

Showdown
atractstalent
fromnear andfar

first, second and third-place win-
ner were announced.

MissBland saidif you gettogo
onto the state contest, alive band
is provided. She said she hasn’t
gottentothat point yet.

Shesaid shepicked" Something
More” by Sugarland and “Un-
chained Melody,” the LeAnn
Rimesversion.

The first song, she said, she
picked because shewanted some-
thing fast and entertaining. Miss
Bland said she picked the second
onetoshow off her voiceandfor a
littlevariety.

Derek Judd of McCook, who
billshimself as Lil Country, took
first place, winning$100and atro-
phy.

He said he has been singing in
the Colgate Country Showdown
sinceit started four yearsago.

This summer, he said, he’s al-
ready competed in Cambridge,
NorthPlatteand McCook, Neb. He
took firstin Cambridgeand second

ASTHE FIRST contestants, AngieFortin(aboveleftyand Derek Judd (bel ow) wonthe competition held on Thursday
Amy Carman, sangaDiamond Rio songand original piece at the Decatur County Fair.

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis
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in McCook. country in 1993. Before that, he

Mr. Judd said he started singing

(See SINGERS on Page5A)

Fair project turnsinto small herd of cows

AT THE BEEF SHOW, AnnamarieLarueled her cow Lacey whileher father followed
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

with itscalf Stealth.

Over theyears, said Jacob, they
have |earned about breeding both
withabull andartificial insemina-
tion. Hesaidthey havea solearned
signsof whenthecow isinheat and
when the cow isready to be bred.
Thetwo saidthey didn’ t know any
of that beforethe project started.

Annamarie said she and her
brother haveabook of information
aboutthecavesandthecows. Next
year, she said, their Dad wants
themto put it together.

Jacob said they will continueto
breed the cows until they are too
old. Next year, he said, they will

bring the “teenager” cows, Junie
and Nettles.

Thisisafunfamily project, said
Jacob.

“When you get too old to have
bucket calves,” said Annamarie,
“thisisfun.”

(SeeKIDSon Page5A)
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Somefidds
not helped
by laterain

Fall cropstakeabeating
fromthehot summer sun

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Even with the rain at the begin-
ning of lastweek, it might betoolate
tosavesomeof thefall cropsaround
thearea.

Last Tuesday, the Oberlin area
received from atenth of aninchto
just over aninch, but Brian Olson,
area agronomist with Kansas State
University Researchand Extension,
said depending on what stage the
cropswerein, themoisturemight be
toolateto help.

Itislookingthesameasit hasthe
past few yearsin thefield, he said.
Corn got to the point where it was
startingtofill out theear and thenit
stopped raining, or the rain was hit
and miss. The crop is suffering
pretty badly because of the lack of
moisture, hesaid.

A fieldtwomilessouthof Oberlin
ispretty fired up. Mr. Olson said he
didn’t think the corn even got tas-
seled out.

There are afew fields here and
there that are still doing OK, he

added. Those fields got rain at the
right time and might make some
grain.

For themost part, though, itlooks
likeitisgoingtobeanother year like
lastyear. Mr. Olsonsaidfarmersare
telling him that they haven't had ¢
goodfall crop since 1999.

“It seemsMother Nature has|eft
usatthealtar again,” saidMr. Olson.

The crops got through June and
the beginning of July, he said, anc
then it got hot in late July and intc
August.

When cornistasseling, hesaid, it
can use half an inch of water aday
whenitis100degreesand thewind
isblowing.

Mr. Olson said if farmersplan tc
usethecornfor silageor baleit, they
need to check for nitrates. Most
farmersknow theroutineby now, he
said. Makesurethat thesampl esare
takenfrom acrossthefield and then
senttoalab.

Highnitrates, said Mr. Ol son, can

(See CROPS 0on Page5A)

Moresurveys
needed for grant
for ambulance

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Decatur County ambulance
crew hasreceived 266 income sur-
veys, but needs23 moreto havethe
80 percent return it needs to get a
state block grant for a new ambu-
lance.

Thecrew asked peopletofill out
and return the surveysto seeif the
department is eligible for a grant
throughtheNorthwest KansasPlan-
ning and Development Commis-
sionfor anew truck.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy told the Decatur County
commissionerslast Tuesday that the
department sent out 399 surveysand
had 266 returned, which is 67 per-
cent. He said if they take into ac-
count the people who have moved
or died, it would bring that upto 78
percent.

Basically, hesaid, that meansthe
crew needs to interview 23 more
households.

Mr. Pomeroy said Amy Griffey,
with the planning agency, will be
herethisweek tofinishtheapplica
tion.

The Jennings ambulance depart-
ment, he said, hasbeen declared as
asecondary responseserviceforthe
grant paperwork, withOberlinasthe
primary. Since the last new ambu-
lanceishousedin Jennings,itwould
mean the grant would be for anew
ambulancein Oberlin.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
theauditor wasin recently and said
Mr. Pomeroy wasn’t using the
Quick Bookscomputer programthe
county bought for billing. Why?
asked Mr. Unger.

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
Decatur County commissioners:

+ Talked with the sheriff about
offering a reward to anyone who
can provide information on the
person who is shooting up build-
ings in Jennings. Apparently,
though, he can't because the
crimes didn’t happen on public
property. Story on Page 3A.

* Heard that the ambulance
crew has received 266 income
surveys, but is around 23 short of
the 80 percent needed to find out
if the department qualifies for a
grant for anew ambulance. Story
atleft.

+ Agreed to allow the Oberlin
School Districtto lease part of the
Norcatur shop to store a school
bus this year. Story on Page 5A.

Mr. Pomeroy said theprogramis
complicated and hard to figure out.
Hesaidhedoestherecordsin Excel
with al the sameinformation.

Isit just aspread sheet, said Mr.
Unger, or an accounting program?
It is a spread sheet, said Mr.
Pomeroy. Theaccountinginforma:
tionisanother program. Heaskedif
theauditor had aproblemwiththat.

Mr. Unger said auditor Steve
Zodrow saiditwould bebetter if the
ambul ancedepartment used thepro-

(See SURVEY Son Page5A)

Cooler weather
lower swater use

With cooler temperatures,
Oberlinwater usedropped somelast
week, with810,000gall onspumped
on the day of highest use.

The previous week the city
pumped over 1 million gallons of
water on one day, and more than
900,000 gallons another day.

Although water usedropped, the
cityisstill ontheeven/oddwatering
system.

If thecity pumpsmorethan 1 mil-
lion gallons of water for several

days, themayor can ban all outdoor
water use.

Thecity pumped:

* 619,000 gallons on Monday,
Aug. 8.

« 810,000 gallons on Tuesday,
Aug. 9.

« 681,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
« 708,000 gallonson Thursday.
612,000 gallonson Friday.

« 678,000 gallonson Saturday.
« 497,000 gallonson Sunday.




School
windows
arehere

The new windows for the grade
school are here, but the contractor
probably won’t startinstallingthem
for awhile.

At the Oberlin School Board
meeting last Monday, Superinten-
dent Kelly Glodt said Norton Glass
has to finish some windows in
WaK eeney first and then will be
hereto work on the school.

Mr. Glodt said the windows are
beingstoredintown. Theonly guar-
anteethe glass company madewas
that they will have all thewindows
in beforethe snow flies.

All of the windows in the old
school, which does not include the
kindergarten building or the first,
second and third grade rooms, will
bereplaced. Replacingthewindows
was suggested by the district’s fa-
cilities improvement committee
becausetheoldonesarehardtoopen
and dangerous.

The board aso worked on goals
for the new year, but didn’t make
any decisions. Thegoalsfor the su-
perintendent includefiscal manage-
ment, facilities, public relations
withneighboring districtsandfor at-
risk-programs.

Mr. Glodt said he thinksthat the
district hasagoodrelationshipwith
neighboring districts. The students
are working on a brochure for the
district whichisalmost done.

Board Member Barb Olson said
the website has also come along
way.
The last goal, which reads “the
superintendent will continueto ex-
ploreandimplement thephilosophy
of ‘Success for All,”” said Mr.
Glodt, is one that he would like to
revise.

He said he would do that by the
end of theweek and then e-mail his
changestotheboardsothey candis-
cuss the goals at the September
meeting.

In other business, the board:

» Approved the handbooks for
Oberlin Elementary School,
Decatur Community High School
and the school at Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranch.

* Hired Tina Williams to be the
full-time at-risk instructor and Ted
Moontobeapart-timecustodian at
theranch school.

« Approved the hard surface
routesto be used in bad weather.

» Approved the coaching posi-
tionsand committee spotsfor staff.

« Agreed to hold a special meet-
ing for the budget hearing at 7:30
a.m. on Monday, Aug. 22.

» Approvedamilk bid fromHipp
Whol esale Food of Nebraskafor 1/
2 apint of 2 percent white .1764
cents apiece and for the same size
of chocolate milk at .1658 cents a
piece.

* Held a 15-minute and five-
minuteclosed onsfor negotia-
tions. Therewasno action taken.
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Krizek of Jennings.

thefuture.

OWNER of Flowersby L ee, Kathy Brainard, ch
ness, which she purchased from Jeanette Krizek.

Ms. Brainard, whoworked for 12 yearsat R& M
Service Center in Oberlin, said shewaslooking for
acreative outlet and Mrs. Krizek wasinterested in
pursuing other interests. The transaction was com-
pleted on Aug. 8. Mrs. Krizek had bought the busi-
nessfrom Lee and Judy Ploussard on Feb. 1, 2004.

The new owner has remodel ed the flower shop
with a Tuscan theme. She hasadded |ots of pottery,
and hasmixed someantiquesand collectiblesintothe
shop. Shesaid sheplanstoincreasetheantiquesand
will addinterior design and organization servicesin

“1 am toying with the idea of doing redesign for
homes,” she said. “| have always loved helping
friends and family redecorate their homes or give
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community.

day.

ecked out anew item at thebusi-
—Herald staff photo by Dave Bergling

Woman buysflower shop

By MARY LOU OLSON
Kathy Brainard has purchased Flowersby Lee at
157 S. Penn in Oberlin from her sister, Jeanette

little suggestionsto finish off an area,” shesaid.
She said this will add another dimension to the
shopand bringonemoreservicetothepeopleinthe

Theshopwill providefreshflowersfor all occa-
sions, includingfuneral arrangements, plussilk de-
signs, Y ankee Candles, giftsand theopportunity to
find someunusual antiquesand collectibles.

“1 haveHaresnickles(paper mache) figurineson
hand and plan to bring in some other lines of col-
lectiblesas| goaong,” shesaid.

Ms. BrainardhaslivedinOberlinfor 15yearsand
grew upin Dresden. Sheisthedaughter of thelate
JohnL. Spresser. Shehasadaughter, Beth, and son-
in-law, Trevor Harmon, who have two children,
Chloeand Toby, and asolivein Oberlin.

Hours will be from 9 am. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and from 9 am. to noon on Satur-

* Cropsburningup insun

(Continued from Page 1A)
kill cattle or make pregnant cows
losetheir calves.

Sunflowers, he said, are alittle
better off. Therearesomefiel dsthat
look good, but they aren’t immune
todry conditions. Mr. Olsonsaidthe
lack or rain is producing smaller
heads and shorter stalks. For the

most part, he said, sunflowerslook
pretty decent sofar.

Thereissomeredrust showingup
intheflowers.

Not all of thecropslook bad. Mr.
Olson said farmers who planted
shorter maturing corn and got rain
madeit throughthegrowing season.

Those farmers will get some grain
out of thecrops, hesaid.

If theareastartsgetting moisture
now, hesaid, it will depend on how
far along afield is asto whether it
helpsor not.

Fall harvestisnormally theend of
September or beginning of October.

* SUrveysneeded toget grant

(Continued from Page 1A)
gram.

If they learn to use the program,
saidMr. Unger, alot of thework can
be done on the computer instead of
manually.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
saidtheprogramisanindustry stan-
dard. Thetough part about it isget-
ting the program set up right. Once

Holding steady

e

County Fair.

CHET ELY looked at thejudgewhile he participated in
the beef show last Wednesday morning at the Decatur
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

itissetup, hesaid, everythingisOK.
The commissioners decided to
see what program Mr. Pomeroy is
using. They agreed to look at the
program in closed session for 10
minutes for attorney/client privi-
lege.
Thecommissionersbegantalking
about security on one of the ambu-
lances, but at the request of Mr.

Pomeroy continued the discussion
in closed session for security pur-
poses.

The session lasted five minutes
and therewas no action taken.

Thecommissionersheld another
10-minute closed session for attor-
ney/client privilegefor 10 minutes
with Mr. Pomeroy. There was no
action taken after that, either.

County saysyes
toleasefor bus

The Decatur County commis-
sionersapprovedleasing part of the
Norcatur shoptotheOberlin School
District to house a school busthis
winter.

They discussed the contract ear-
lier, but decided totableit tofigure
out what theextracost would befor
utilities.

The commissioners agreed to
|ease the space for $85 a month,
whichis$765 for the school year.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
she wanted to set up abooth at the
fair to sell the Decatur County His-
tory books. The county has made
around $1,500 on the books since
they weredonated by thepublisher,
shesaid.

Mrs. Horn said Auditor Steve
Zodrow saidthat thecounty can sell

the books as long as the money is
being given back to county organi-
zations. The county will be giving
it away to organizationsin town.
Once the county has sold enough
booksto rai se $2,000 they will ask
for applicationsfromclubs, thenthe
money will begivenaway, saidMrs.
Horn.

In other business, commission-
ers;

» TalkedwithRocky Diederich, a
city employee, who asked if they
would allow the purchase of chain
link fence for the ball fields. The
commissioners approved the pur-
chaseat $68aroll. Hesaidit would
taketworalls.

* Canceled the meeting on Tues-
day, Aug. 23, since there are five
Tuesdaysthismonth.

(" Listen to Kimberly Davis of )
The Oberlin Herald
every Wednesday
between 9 and 10 a.m. on
“Pulse of the Prairie”
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* Singer scompete
for spot at contest

(Continued from Page 1A)
sang Christian music. He said he
made the switch because his name
fit country music better andthereis
more money in country.

For thecontest, hesaid, hepicked
“Statue of a Fool” by Ricky Van
Shelton and “ Carried Away” by
GeorgeStrait. Hededicated thesec-
ond song to his fiancee, since they
plan to marry at the end of the
month.

Togetready foracontest, hesaid,
he singsalot. He said he will sing
the two songs he has chosen about
30times aday for two weeks prior
tothe contest.

That hel ps him have confidence,
hesaid, butthenithelpstohavegreat
family support whichhesaid hehas
at every show.

Thirdplacewentto Sweet Prairie
Fire, Amy Carmanand AngieFortin
from Oberlin. Mrs. Carman took
first placeintheOberlin contest | ast
year. Thesisterswon $25 and atro-
phy. They performed “Beautiful
Mess’ by Diamond Rioand“ Never
Finding You,” written by Mrs.
Carman.

Heather Shelley, who won the
national contest at the beginning of
the year and has a CD ready to be
released, helped host the competi-
tionwithDerek Beck fromtheradic
station. While the judges were tal-
lying the final score she sang two
songs.

Opening the show was Joey, &
new country artist. Shewasaccom-
panied by Bill Welsch ontheguitar
and sang several songs.

* Kidssnow cattle
duringbeef show

(Continued from Page 1A)

Bucket calf competition, she ex-
plained, is showing ayoung calf at
the fair. They call them bucket
calves because normally they are
orphansand you feed them out of a
bucket.

Annamarie and Jacob were the
only twointhe breeding heifer cat-
egory at the show last Wednesday.
Thejudgeliked Jacob’ scow better,
said Annamarie. She said hers
needed to havemoreribto her.

Sometimes, said Jacob, it isthe
not-so-good-looking cow that has
the good-1ooking calf.

Annamarie and Jacob said this
year they didn’t work asmuch with
thecowsand calvesasnormal. They
said they visited them al ot because
they are like their pets. The farm,
they said, is about a mile south of
Oberlin.

Both are members of Stick-to-It
4-H Club.

Annamarie also had entriesin
clothes buymanship and construc-
tion, food and photography. Jacob
had entriesin clothing buymanship,
photography and food.

Bothsaidthey havebeenactivein
4-H sincethey were7.

County Generdl ........ 171,140.73
SW Bdll Rural 911... 16,144.07
WirelessE-911............. 3,518.97
E911 Grant................. 69,009.00
Landfill ....c.coveevvnneen, 7,710.76
Road & Bridge......... 695,580.52
Specia Bridge ......... 293,149.18
Homefor Aged .......... 46,247.01
Conservation Dist ....  1,347.68
Co. Hedth Nurse...... 31,798.18
JUCO ... 62,621.85
Ambulance Memoria  3,512.00
Ambulance............... 48,745.01
Noxious Weed.......... 51,648.66
Sp. Road Machinery 363,826.00
Election.......ccceeuee 35,627.56
Specid Liab. ............ 10,942.58

Ambulance Sp Eqp. 47,501.94
Deeds Tech. Fund ....  8,852.73
Employee Bere......... 224,611.00

QUARTERLY STATEMENT OF

Jean Ann Hale, County Treasurer of Decatur County, Kansas,
Showing Balance on hand for the Quarter ending July 31, 2005

Summer Recreation ..... 2,582.27
Public Trans.........cccce...... 572.39
Special Jail Equipment......120.52
PATF .o 248.24
Sp. Fire Equip. ......... 94,001.77
Bond & Interest ....... 45,128.27
RFD Memoridl ......... 1,320.67
Economic Develop. . 1,568.00
CORE .....cccovveennnn 1,408.30
RFD ..o 143,146.06
Bad Check Trst Fnd . 549.83
Election Filing Fees........... 35.00
History Books.............. 1,424.00
Corp. Plan Emp. ...... 298,478.16
Current Tax .......cc...... 48,681.22
Motor Vehicle Tax ... 91,167.11
Delg. Personal Tax....... 394.40

Good Sam Memorid  517,873.41
Treas. Special Auto.... 10,214.93
Motor Vehicle License 2,124.50

GOD.

this 31st day of July, 2005.

Equip. Reserve........ 192,997.33 |Sales TaxX .....cooveervenene 20,725.33
Juvenile Detention .......... 525.00 |R.V. TaX .ccoveverereninns 2,070.30
Summer Rec Memoarid .. 2,864.60 | Park Permits................ 107.50
Senior Citizens.......... 35,187.10 | Alcohalic Liquor Tax........ 25.00
Employee WH ......... 24,603.88 | Partial Pay ................ 7,484.98
Cafeteria 125 ........... 20,187.10 | Redemption & Assig.  12,086.57
Sp Alcohol Program .... 1,180.18 ' State Genera Fund ................ .72
Special Park & Rec...... 3,129.86 Total ...........ccceceneee 3,777,749.93
Gen'l Sp. Gen'l Sp.
TOWNSHIP Revenue Road Road TOWNSHIP Revenue Road  Road
Road Road
Allison 247.46  Liberty 255.06
Altory 21411  Lincoln 255.65
Bassettville 9,176.00  Logan 11,347.19
Beaver 213,53 Lyon 290.75
Center 226.98 Oberlin 7,960.69
Cook 236.34 Olive 9,310.72
Custer 20592 Pl Vvalley 291.33
Dresden SW 784.08 238.10 Prairie Dog 239.85
Finley 16,760.83  Roosevelt 210.02
Garfield 259.16 Sappa 185.45
Grant 231.08 Sherman 7,609.89
Harlan 272.03  Summit 19,178.41
Jennings 273.20
TOTAL  SW 784.08 85,689.75
CEMETERY SCHOOLS
Norcatur 345.20 USD #294 442.62
Hawkeye 647.85 USD #295 364.88
Finley 2,030.51
TOTAL 3,02356 TOTAL: 807.50
FUND CASH:
County Funds ~ 3,777,749.93 Investments 787,891.58
Township Funds ~ 86,473.83 TheBank 313,286.89
Cemetery Funds 302356 TheBank Oberlin 1,611,716.54
School Funds 80750 First Natl E911 69,009.00
TOTAL 3,868,054.82 Cash 625.00
The Bank MM 63,618.03

The Bank Ob. MM 75,251.92
First National MM  311,432.74

TBO Corp Plan 298,478.16
FamesBk & Tr. 336,744.96
TOTAL 3,868,054.82

I, Jean Ann Hale, Treasurer of DECATUR County, Kansas, do
solemnly swear that the above statement is complete, true and
correct, to the best of my knowledge and belief. SO HELP ME
Jean Ann Hale, County Treasurer
| HEREBY CERTIFY, That the foregoing statement was subscribed
and sworn to before me, and in my presence, by the above named,

Marilyn Horn, County Clerk




