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Amtrak just rollsalong
by theskin of itsteeth

Poor Amtrak.

Createdin 1971 tolift the burden of failing
passenger trainsoff of then-failing railroads,
the unlovely government corporation was
thought of assort of anelephant burial ground
— aplacethepassenger trainswouldgotodie.

The railroads were mostly relieved. Even
thosewhostill lovedtheir passengers, and still
madealittlemoney onthem, likethe SantaFe
or theUnionPacific, saw that they could never
afford to replacetheir aging coaches.

A coupleof mavericksstayed out of Amtrak
andkept runningtheir owntrains. Eventually,

they too gavein.

But on the way to the graveyard, a funny
thing happened: The first energy crisis of

1974.

Asgasolinepricessoared past 50 cents, you
couldn’t buy aseat onan Amtrak train. Long
stringsof old coacheslabored over mountain
passes and whizzed across the prairie, their
decrepit air conditionerswheezing and gasp-
ing, passengerseither freezing or sweltering.

Amtrak was full. Amtrak was in. Amtrak

was hereto stay.

But only, year after year, by the skin of its

teeth.

Republican presidents vowed to kill it.
Democratsoftentried: JJmmy Carter and Bill
Clinton were hardest on the trains. A hair-
brained schemehad the corporation charging
off to find freight to balance its budget. Pas-
sengers spent hours waiting for boxcars, but
the company never did make money.

And chancesare, it never will.

Atonepoint, Amtrak promisedtoshrink its
losses to nothing inside a decade. They just
grew. Now, Congressisconsidering abill to
increase subsidies from about $1.4 billion a

year to around $1.9 billion.

Amtrak will haveto “reform” itself again

and shrink itslosses.

Think that will happen?

Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta,
aDemocrat and Californian President Bush
held over from the Clinton administration, is
fond of saying that Amtrak isdying. Onecar-
toonshowshimwithhishandarounditsthroat.

For fiveyearsor more, Mr. Minetahasbeen
tryingtokill Amtrak. Likelegionsof bureau-
cratsbeforehim, he' sfailed.

So Amtrak rumbleson, never with enough
money to makethetrainsworthriding. Never
quite dead. The program actually hasalot of
support, becausetrainsmake sensein alot of
markets.

Itstrainscouldbeal ot better. Today, they’re
oftenrun by andfor thebenefit of theemploy-
ees, not therider. Someairlinesare like that,
too. But Amtrak doesasurprisingly goodjob
withwhat it has. New carsorderedinthe’ 70s
boom giveagoodride.

No, trainswill never make money, not like
they used to. Passenger transportation is a
money loser the world over. Airlines are
broke. Buslinesare cutting back. Every civi-
lized country subsidizes its passenger net-
work, and not just trains.

Congressjust passed a$286 billiontranspor-
tationbill, whichincludesfederal subsidiesfor
highways, trucking, airlinesand masstransit.
Amtrak’s measly $2 billion is hardly in the
same |eague with the other modes. Y et Con-
gressandtheadministrationkeep starvingthe
trains.

Amtrak deservesbetter.

We'renot going to kill it, so why not make
it worth something?

That probably makestoo much sense. Con-
gresswill keepongiving Amtrak just enough
to get from crisisto crisis, but never enough
torunlikeit should.

It' sthe American way.

—SeveHaynes

Town hoppmgthlsweekend

If any out-of-towners drove
through our little burg Saturday,
they would havethought wewerea
“jumpin’” place. Carswerelined up
on Main Street, adults were in
charge of games and kidswere ev-
erywhere.

In alittle town, it takes a lot of
people to make something good
happen. (Funny how it only takes
one person to make something bad
happen.) But, nonethel ess, some-
thing good happened in our town
over theweekend.

First, someonehad anidea. They
thought it would be good to have a
day dedicated to the proposition of
“fun.” Nothing too sophisticated.
Just plain, simple, old-fashioned
fun.

Next, a date was set and plans
were made. Help from different
quarters was enlisted and the plan
beganto cometogether. Businesses
donated prizes and money, locals
gavetheir timeandtalents.

Country kidsandtownkidsalike
considered this their “last hurrah”
before school starts this coming
week. Parentssaw it asabreak from
the hubbub of county fairsand a
work-filled weekend. It wasagood
excusetoleavethedustingandlaun-
dry "til another day.

Itwasanonstop day of activities,

Out Back
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Home-grownfunisstill thebest.

includinggoldfishraces, horseshoe
pitching, balloon animals, water-
mel on-eating contests and water-
mel on-seed-spitting contests, bingo
and akids' tractor pull.

For the grownups, the day ended
with a dance on the swept-clean
driveof thetown’ sonly gasstation.
A degjay played good dancin’ and
listenin® music. A littlelater in the
evening, several brave soulstried
their voices at karaoke singing.
Somedidn’t sound too bad.

Theweather was absol utely per-
fect. | know theorganizersbreathed
asigh of relief when the day was
done, but thewhol etown benefited.

Not monetarily. But,inasenseof
camaraderie. In asense of commu-
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Received an e-mail this week
with pictures of several signs seen
outsidechurches. | especially liked
thisone:

Thisisach__ch.

What ismissing?

(From theBibI@
\_ /)

My son, attenduntomy wis-
dom, and bow thineear tomy
understanding: That thou
mayest regard discretion, and
that thy lipsmay keep know!-
edge.

: - : Proverbs5: 1,2
nity spirit. And, it proved youdon't
haveto spendalot of money tohave - s

agoodtime. Nor do you haveto go ; TN ' e
far fromhome. A good time can be i
had right in your own back yard.

lin, Kan. 67749.
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CONGRATULATIONS !
YOU WERE BORN
IN KANGAS...

WHICH 16
RANKED 15T
IN THE
KIDS COUNT
REPORT |

UNFORTUNATELY
1T ALSO
RANKED 15H
IN TAX BURDEN...

® o5 5
TH MANHATTAN MeRcumy

PRETTY MUCH
MAKES THE

Four Szesfall awayin year’sdiet

| didn’t reach my goal, but it was
agoodyear and I’ mmaking my new
resolutionsright now.

Nope, thisisn'taNew Y ear’ scol-
umnthat got lost inthe shuffle. It's
an anniversary celebration for my
diet.

OnAug. 15last year | decided that
| wastired of not being ableto but-
tonmy jeans, of wearing only elas-
tic waistbands and of being pleas-
ingly plump.

| decided that | would lose 20
pounds.

Steve pointed out that if | lost a
pound aweek for an entire year, |
wouldlose 52 pounds. Thisgot me
tothinkingthat | could beback down
totheweight | waswhen | got mar-
riedin1971.

Atthesametime, | foundaweight
and height chart that claimed | was
obese.

Obese, not overweight, not pleas-
ingly plump — just plain fat. And,
unfortunately, | had the too-tight
pantsto proveit.

Sol hitthediet trail.

Thefirst few monthswere excit-
ing. Over thefirst few weeks, | lost
apound every three to four days.
Thiswasgood. Thiswould beeasy.

Then came the holidays, and the

Open Season
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losing slowed down. After that it
wasapoundaweek for several more
months.

Then came the summer, and
thingsslowed to acrawl as| lost a
pound every twoweeks. Thenfrom
July 1 through Aug. 15, | lost just
one pound.

Andthat’ swherel am. Down 37
poundsin 52 weeks.

Thegood newsisl’vegonefrom
asize 16 pant size, amost ready for
an 18, toatight 10.

Thebad newsisnothingfits. I'm
watching thesalesand hitting thrift
storesandyardsales, sol’ mrebuild-
ing my wardrobe.

Still, I'm not done. There are 15
poundsof fat still sittingonmy hips
and butt and they’ re going to have
to decamp.

So, I’ mtaking adeep breath, giv-

ing my old clothestothethrift store
and planning my next campaign.
Thosesize 10 pants| bought arere-
allytootightand | needtoshrinkintc
them.
11

| have been resisting the tempta-
tiontowriteacat column, but some
storieshaveto be shared.

| have to stop leaving my win-
dowsdown.

| wasin Norton earlier thisweek
andready to headfor home. | started
the car and turned around to check
toseeif therewasanyonebehindme
onthestreet. Therewasn't any traf-
fic, but there onthe back seat wase
pretty littletabby.

“Meow,” shesaid. “Out,” | said.

Sorry kitty, I'm full up in the cat
department.

Senator defendsroad bill count

Pat Roberts was on the phone
early theday after the Senate passed
the new Transportation Bill.

Itwasunusual, aU.S. senator call-
ingtheeditor at 7:30a.m. totell him
about aproject south of town. It was
abig deal, $5 million to rebuild K-
27 near Goodland.

Sen. Robertswas proud of doing
somethingfor thevotersinhishome
state. It'saWashington ritual, tak-
ing credit for the pork amember of
Congress can scrape out of the ol’
barrel for thefolksback home.

Usually, thesenator’ sstaff sends
apressrelease.

What gives?

A couple of days later, Kansas
Transportation Secretary Deb
Miller wasconfidingin Topekare-
portersthat Kansashadfared poorly
inthetransportationbill, whichgave
Kansasanincreaseof “only” 19 per-
centinfederal highway money over
thenext fiveyears.

Other states, she noted, got as
much as 30 percent more, and only
five states did worse than Kansas.
Theunspoken blamefell at thefeet
of Roberts and the other Republi-
cans on the state’s congressional
delegation.

Ms. Miller is a Democrat, ap-
pointed by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
to run the highway department.
Were her motiveswere completely
pure? Might she some day be run-
ning for the Senate? Or some other
Democrat, even thegovernor?

Newspapersjumped onthestory,
distributed statewideby the A ssoci-
ated Press. Editorialsfollowed, ac-

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkanaascom)

By SteveHaynes

cusing Robertsandtheothersinthe
Kansas delegation of failing their
duty.

When piles of pork were avail-
able, they sniffed, why didn’ t weget
more?

Thestory fromWashingtonisthat
under theold bill, Kansasgot more
money fromroadtaxesthanitputin.
Powerful donor states, including
California, demanded abetter split
of thepie.

So Kansas, as Miller put it, got
squeezed.

WEe'll be adonor state by 2007,
shesays.

Presumably, a better delegation,
amore powerful delegation, would
have kept usontheplusside.

Miller deniesbeing partisan.

“1 don’t point thefinger at thedel -
egation,” shetold the AP. “I point
thefinger at theprocessin Washing-
ton.”

Roberts isn’t buying that. He
thinks most state cabinet officers
would be happy with a$62 million
annual increase in federal money.
He called Ms. Miller' s statements
“misleading and disingenuous.”

“1 view the comments as aparti-
san attack regarding aprogram that

until now hasalwaysbeen ... bipar-
tisan,” hefumed.

The state, he noted, has taken
$800millionfromthehighway fund
tobalanceitsbudget andexpandaic
to schools. Maybe, he said, that’ s
why Ms. Millerisworried about not
gettingenoughfederal money tofin-
ish the current 10-year highway
plan.

It' strue, theLegislature hasbeen
counting on a big boost in federal
money to finish the plan. It strue,
they took the money to finance
schools.

Thesenator warnedthat thehigh-
way department might not get such
afriendly reception next time they
want him to do something.

Miller for her part said she'd re-
ply to Mr. Roberts, but not right
away.

“I intend to think very carefully
about this,” shesaid.

Probably, she'll aso be thinking
about how toget money tofinishall
the state’ sprojects.

Maybe she could get someonetac
sue, chargingthestatehad defaultec
on its constitutional duty to builo
moreroads?

It worked for the schools.

Photo Policy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to alow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletoget toevery event, but
wewill try.

Because spaceis so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelined up or of
peopl e passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill alwaystry to
makeroomfor astory about any of
these events, however.)

Wedo run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are

provided to us. Please remember
that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of .

Laser proofs of photos which

haveruninTheHeraldareavailable
for 50 cents each, first come, first
served. Special-order laser printsof
photoswill be available at $3 each
for about two weeks after publica-
tion.

We can take passport photos if
youprovidearoll of color film. ASA
200, 12 exposureworksfine.

Thechargeis$8.50 per person.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribers to The Oberlin
Herald:

K ansas: Shanna Richards, Gar-
nett; Mike and Mary Stephenson,
Leavenworth; TristaPloussard, Ri-
chard Dempewolf, Colby; Wade

Ploussard, Emporia; William La-
Salle, Clayton; AliceUrban, Colby;
Donald Arnold, Fred McK ee, Hox-
ie; Rawlins County Sanitation Ser-
vice Inc., Eugene H. Dunker, Lu-
dell; Elsie Hayes, Hutchinson;
Melinda Speaker, Partridge.



