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Sunday alcohol, beer sales
could keep busnesslocal

Should Oberlin stores be allowed to sell
beer, wineand liquor on Sunday?

Absolutely.

Now that Kansashasmodernizedit’ sliquor
lawstoallow Sunday sales, thereisnoreason
why Oberlin should not fall intoline.

It'salocal decision now, and it ought to be

asimpleone.

There' s no reason to force people to drive
to Nebraska— or even another Kansastown
— to buy asix-pack on aSunday.

There is no reason to allow business and
money to flow out of townwhenwe can keep

it here.

Oberlin’sbeer and liquor dedlersare small
businesspeoplewhoneedall theincomethey
can get. We should support them.

Thisisn'tall that bigadeal. Wealready have
liquor storesand beer in stores. We doubt al-
lowing Sunday saleswill increaseliquor con-
sumptionhereby morethanadrop. But every
dollar countstoasmall business, and mostare

struggling.

It shard toimagine any seriousdrawbacks

drink on Sunday, but we're not seeing any
problemsaround town.

Sure, there are alcoholics and drunks ad-

dictedto booze. It' samajor social and medi-
cal problem. But they buy their stock now,
legally, on weekdays.

It'scustomary in Kansasfor afew preach-

ersto oppose any change, in any town, inli-

quor laws. That could happen here.

Religion and the Sabbath should not, how-
ever, be part of thediscussion.

It’ struethat Sunday isaholy day observed
by many, but notall, churches. Under theU.S.

Constitution, though, the government is not

allowed to* establish” areligion.

It' s up to churchesto convince their mem-
bers either to drink responsibly or to abstain
from alcohol, whatever their beliefsrequire.
That isnot thecity’ sconcern.

Thefactsof lifearethese: Oberlinpeopledo
drink, and Oberlin consumersand businesses
will benefit from thischange.

The City Council should approve it and

fromallowing Sunday sales. It’ slegal now to

Water will remain expensve

Elsewhere in thisissue, you'll
find adetailed account of Oberlin's
water woes by Managing Editor
Kimberly Davis.

Kim hasspent alot of timetrying
to pull together thereasonswhy our
townhassolittlewater, andwhat we
can do about it.

It all comes down to money, of
course: For $1.5 million to $2 mil-
lion, thecity canbuild awater treat-
ment plant and haveall thewater we
will ever need.

Theread culprithereisnotthecity
nor theengineers, thoughtherehave
beentimeswhen city water projects
have not come together exactly as
planned. That'sjust the way it is
looking for water.

Thereal culprithereisthefederal
government, which keeps tighten-
ing standards for drinking water.
Contaminants which no one ever
thought about— including uranium
and arsenic — keep Oberlin from
using wellswith plenty of capacity
toslakeour thirst.

These “trace minerals’ have ob-
viousdrawbacks: arsenicisaheavy
metal, used as a poison, while ura-
nium, weall know, isradioactive.

But 10 years ago no one even
looked for them in drinking water.
Today they’ re prompting a$2 mil-
lion treatment plant.

So have we been drinking bad
water all our lives, or isthisjust an-
other federal boondoggle, an “un-
funded mandate” they slippedinun-
der theradar screen?

I’mno scientist. Maybethetrace
elements don’t matter. Maybe
they’ repart of thereasonwehaveso
much cancer today.

Whatever thetruth, scientistssay
they’ rebadfor usandthefedswon’t
lend a town any money for water
work unlessthetown meetsthenew
standards. Evenif wewant todrink
thewater, it seems, we can't afford
to.

Soit’ sprobablethat Oberlinwill
wind up building atreatment plant
so wecan usethewellstaken out of
servicefor fuel, nitrateand uranium

moveuson into the 21st century.

—SeveHaynes

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkan&as.com)

By SteveHaynes

contamination, and whatever else
the feds can think of. Interestingly
enough, they won't treat the water
enough to take out all the contami-
nation — just enough to meet fed-
eral standards.

Soyou'll still get your daily dose
of radiation.

With atreatment plant, at least,
we'll haveplenty of water. And the
weather cycle should shift, replen-
ishing the groundwater supply in
our wells.

But | hopewehavelearned afew
thingsduring theyearsof shortage.
| hopethecity will keep theheat on
peopleto conserve water.

Back whentherewasplenty, most
of us used more than we needed. |
was one of those. Water was cheap
and we had no reason to conserve.

Inthefuture, evenif waterisplen-
tiful, itwon’ t bethat cheap, not with

atreatment plant to pay for. And,
hey, we' vebeenlucky. A lot of cit-
ieshave been treating water for de-
cades.

Whileyou’ d hopewe seean end
to the even-odd watering system,
withthebizarreresult of peopl eset-
ting alarms at midnight to start a
sprinkler, there is no reason not to
encourage peopleto bewiseinwa-
ter use.

No daytimewateringin the sum-
mer heat, for one thing. Most of it
just evaporates.

No watering the street, and no
watering every day.

Extension expertssay it’ shest to
water deeply onceaweek, notalittle
every day, anyway. Wet groundjust
promotes shallow root and fungus.

Thedroughtwill returnsomeday,
and if we' velearned to save water,
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Photo Policy

we'll beready for it.

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to allow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spaceinthe paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletogettoevery event, but
wewill try.

Because space is so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelinedupor of
peopl e passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill dwaystry to
makeroom for astory about any of

Wedo run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are
provided to us. Please remember
that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of.

Laser proofs of photos which
haveruninTheHeradareavailable
for 50 cents each, first come, first
served. Special-order laser printsof
photos will be available at $3 each
for about two weeks after publica-
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PERSONALLY,
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N THE MATTER..

IT WAS
GOMEWHAT
[ DEFORE MY
TIME.

Readyandwaitingimpatiently

Grab. Yank. Pull.

“Why isn't heever ontime.”

“Why do | alwayshavetowait?’

“WEe' regoing tobelate, again.

“Doesn’'t he think my timeisas
valuableashis?’

Grab, yank, pull. Mutter.

For somereason, Steveand | can
never be ready to go to anything at
the sametime. Thisincludes going
home after work, going to dinner,
leaving on atrip. Y ou nameit, one
of usisalwaysready andtapping his
or her foot as the other wanders
around doing some |ast-minute,
have-to chore.

For many years, wealmost didn’t
get out of theofficeat all.

When he'd finish up his editing
and wasready to go, | wastill do-
ing payroll, so he went back to his
officeto write acolumn. 1'd finish
payroll, but he was still writing, so
I’d start on my editing. | was edit-
ing ashefinished hiscolumn, sohe
would starton ... and so it went for
an hour or more until one of us got
sohungry westarted chewingonthe
other.

| finally figured out away to vent
both my frustrations and do ajob

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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that can be stopped at any time.

| weed.

| gooutsideand start pullinggrass
and weeds out of the driveway or
garden. At the office, | pull weeds
from flower boxes and from the
cracksinthesidewalk.

| don't do this with good grace,
mindyou. | doit withmuch mutter-
ing and frustration.

Even as | mutter to myself that
we' reawayslateandit’ salwayshis
fault, | know it snottrue. Still, itre-
lievesthefrustrationof waiting.l’m
not good at waiting.

My new plan seemsto be work-
ing.

Since I’'m not off doing some
project that just has to be finished
when Steve is done, we're done

when he’ sdone. Wecan leave.

Thisgetsushometo supper alot
sooner. Wedon't seemto get to eat
any earlier but weget homesooner.

If weareleavingthehouse, weget
wherever we're supposed to go
sooner.

And it has two added bonuses.
Thegarden, flower beds, driveway
and sidewalks get weeded.

And it's good exercise. Those
weeds don’t come out without &
struggle.

So if you see me out on the side-
walk giving aweed the what-for,
you'll know that Steveisstill inthe
house or officedoing whatever.

I’m just not sure what I’ m going
to do when winter arrives and the
only thinglefttopull outismy hair.

|mprovisngishalf thefun

Our “nest” has been empty for
several years now. Our kids were
grownandgonebeforeJimand| got
married.

But,today, MY nestisempty. Jim
left thismorning for afew daysin
Texas to help our favorite son-in-
law, Adam — our only son-in-law,
actually — put thefinishingtouches
onanew shop he built for hisbusi-
ness.

And, if | know my daughter, she'll
havealonglist of “jobs’ she needs

one.

Jmisoneof those guyswho can
do amost everything. If he hasn’t
donesomethingbefore, he' Il figure
out howtodoit.

| wishl hadanickel for everytime
he'ssaid, “Let mestudy thisout for
aminute.”

Hemight havetousebubblegum,
baling wire and duct tape, but he'll
beabletomakeit or fix it.

Thisisapricelesstaent to have
when we go to Juarez, Mexico, to
build a house. We're planning an-
other trip for the end of October, so
that’s probably why I’ m thinking
about my husband’ s handyman
skills.

Conditions there are sometimes
primitive, soit’ sgreattohaveaman
aong who can light the stove, hot-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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wirethegenerator or get theplumb-
ing towork.

Wehad our tean’ sfirst organiza-
tional meetinglast night, andevery-
oneseemsexcited. Wetal ked about
menus(foodisawaysour first con-
cern), how many changesof clothes
to bring and whereto get water.

| think half the fun of any under-
taking isthe planning. It's aways
excitingtolook aheadto something,
to anticipate.

Theother half of thefunishowto
improvisewhenyoudidn’t planfor
every contingency. Oneyear, | had
biscuits on the menu one day but |
forgot to bring acookiesheet. | dis-
covered that ametal pot lid works
justaswell.

Necessity isthemother of inven-
tion, right?

Speaking of invention — gas
prices have been the hot topic re-

cently. High prices are hurting ev-
eryone, andthey might hurtfor quite
awhile. But something good will
comeof it, I'mconvinced.

Public demand will cause engi-
neersto design enginesthat run on
different fuels. Perhaps, not too far
in the future, we might be driving
carsthat runonwater, or electricity,
or on ethanol, or on methane gas.
Who knows?

| doknow that Y ankeeingenuity
will comeup with something.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Thereistreasure to be de-
siredandoil inthedwelling of
the wise; but afoolish man
spendethit up.

Proverbs21:20

Canwedomoretokeegp businesses?
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| have recently moved back to
Oberlinand havenoticedthat things
have changed so much.

Oneof themost severethingsl!’ ve
seen is the many businesses that
haveclosedand only afew new ones
haveopenedtoreplacethem. | have
heard that the businesses that do
opendo not stay long.

| waswonderingif theCity Coun-
cil andthepeopleof Decatur County
are aware of how important small
businessisto the survival of this
town. It's economics 101: If there
are no businesses, there will be no
shoppersor tourists, andif thishap-
pens, then theinflow of money this
town needsto survive also stops.

Thereisvery little to keep the
younger generation here or draw
peopleinbecausetherearenojobs,
and eventually you will belooking
at aghost town.

My questionsare;

What does abusiness haveto do
tosurviveinthistown?

Why are the businesses taxed so
muchthat they feel that they needto
move to another city to keep their
doors open? (I have heard some
complain about this.)

Why don’t the county and city

take care of the businesseswithin-
centivesto keep them here?

And, what is the vision of this
town?

Julie A. Cunningham

Oberlin

EDITOR’S NOTE: Good ques-
tions. Let usadd one:

Why do so many people here do
all their shopping at chain storesin
Nebraska?Don'’ tthey careabout the
futureof our town, theneedfor jobs
here, thefutureof our lifestyle?1t’ s
not just acity and county problem.

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and

expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and editedfor formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses

which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.
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