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IN THE BACK of the band room, Rory Wendelin read her school. There are 29 studentsin the band thisyear under the

musi c and played thedrumsduring classon Friday at thehigh direction of ChristieMorris.

Musicians tune up
their Instruments
INn band practice

Hornstoot, reedsaremoistened,
drumstapand papersrustlealittle
asstudentsinthehigh school band
room preparefor class.

Asinstrumentsare put together
and music istaken out, thereisa
low murmur as the students ask
questions and talk with their
neighbors. Christie Morris, the
new band teacher, weavesin and
out between stands and students,
handing out papers and picking
themup, thentellsthebandto start
their scales.

With everything in order, Mrs.
Morrisstandsontheplatform. The
bandiswarmedupandit’ stimeto
get towork.

Mrs. Morris said this year, she
wants the band to concentrate on
sound and seeing how far thekids
cango.

“l amreallyimpressedwithhow
hard the studentswork,” shesaid.

Shesaid sheisalsogoingtofo-
cuson quality and techniquewith
the students.

AlthoughMrs. Morrishasbeen
teaching at thegradeschool for 17
years, thisis her first year at the
high school.

This summer when she got en-
rollment figures, she said, there
were only 17 students enrolled.
Mrs. Morris said she had anice
cream social, made phone calls
and got more kidsinvolved. Mu-
sic and band are really fun, she
said, and shewanted kidswho had
dropped out to come back.

She touched at least a dozen;
thereare29 enrolled now. Someof
thestudentswhodroppedweren't
abletoenroll intheclass, shesaid,
because of scheduling and other
electivesoffered.

Mrs. Morrissaidthebandwon't

be marching this year. With four
football playersintheband, leav-
ing only 25 students for games,
therearen’ tenoughtomarch. A lot
of area schools aren’t marching
thisyear, sheadded.

Theband will till play infront
of the stands and at games. Mrs.
Morrissaid shehasopened upthe
pep band to the junior high. Stu-
dents who are interested have to
try out, she said, and so far there
aresix takers.

Students have two major con-
certsthisyear, plushonor bandand
contestsin April.

Mrs. Morris said the band will
be going on atrip. They go every
otheryearanddidn’tlastyear. She
said sheisn’t surewheretheband
will go. Thetripmust beapproved
by the school board and the band
will beholding fund raisers.

Any aumni who are home for
games are welcome to play with
theband, shesaid.
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ON TRUMPET, Gabe Moore (above left) and David Urban got ready to
JacintaCarter (left) played her clarinet.
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belt out atune.



