ek Wil

LOOKING FOR A RECEIVER, Oberlin Red Devil
quarterback Denton Bailey (No. 3 above) prepared to pass
during Friday’ s game against the St. Francis Indians. Later,
Bailey andReganBadsky (No. 54) helpedblock for ball carrier

Jason Thomas, No. 33.

— Herald photos by Leslie McCormick

Red Devil

Inchesmadeto count
after thirteenyears
of Salnty dominance

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

Althoughfootball ismeasuredin
yards, playersand fansknow that it
isfrequently agame of inches.

And inches made the difference
Friday as the Decatur Community
High Red Devils stopped a deter-
mined end-of-the-gamepush by the
St. FrancisIndians, keepingtheball
out of theend zonetowintheir sea-
son opener 21-18.

It had been 13 years since the
OberlinRed Devilshad downedthe
St. Francis Indians, on Sept. 11,
1992, when the Decatur Commu-
nity High boysbeat the Indians 34-
7inOberlin.

InSt. Francison Friday, however,

Girlswin
medals
INnNorton

Two Oberlin runners grabbed
medal s as the Decatur Community
High boysteam camein eighth and
the girlsfifth at the Norton Invita-
tional on Thursday.

Oberlin sophomore Becky Helm
was seventh in the girls race, run-
ning the course in 15 minutes, 19
seconds. She was followed by se-
nior Whitney Beinke, who won a
medal for her 12th-place finishin
15:40.

Other Oberlin girls were senior
LoraMarietta, 18th, 16:19; senior
Nikki Lincoln, 27th, 18:24; senior
DanicaMay, 31st, 19:05; and senior
AnneWasson, 32nd, 20:17.

Junior Andy L eitner wasthefirst
of the Oberlin boys across the fin-
ishline. He camein 29th in 21:02.
He was followed by senior Teryn
Grafel, 38th, 22:05; senior Kellen
Doeden, 41st, 22:28; junior Aaron
Helm, 43rd, 22:57; senior Brent
Stallman, 46th, 23:34; sophomore
Corbin Sherlock, 50th, 24:20; and
senior Zeke Ruzicka, 53rd, 24:51.

Norton’ shoyswonthemeetwith
36 points, followed by Phillipsburg,
74; Ness City, 87; Ellis, 96; Trego
Community, 119; Wheatland, 126;
Hill City, 141; and Oberlin, 178.

Wheatlandwasthetopgirlsteam
with 46 points, followed by Norton,
61; Phillipsburg, 72; Hill City, 77;
and Oberlin, 81.

Thecourseat thePrairieDog Gol f
Course south of Norton isalittle
longer than most, said Coach Dick
Ahlberg. The boys ran 3.25 miles
andthegirls2.15. M ost crosscoun-
try coursesarethreeand two miles.

Sophomore Cody Haas camein
15thinthejunior varsity divisionin
25:38, followed by senior Scott
Miller, 19th, 27:23, and junior
Cameron Nedland, 23rd, 31:42.

“We will learn from this experi-

itdidn’tlook likethelndians streak
would be broken, at least not inthe
first half. The home team scored
twice in the second quarter, and
while the Indians were unable to
make their two-point conversions,
atthehalf, thegreenteamwasup 12-
0.

In the first quarter, the teams
traded thefootball back andforthas
thelndiansfumbled onathird-down
play and the Red Devilshad apass
intercepted on third down.

Halfway through the quarter,
Oberlin took over on fourth down.
Itlooked goodfor theRed Devilsas
they drove to the end zone. How-
ever, aholding penalty caused the
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upset Samtyl ndians

touchdown to be called back, and
when Oberlinwent totheair onthe
next play, thepasswasbatted down.

Sainty was not allowing Oberlin
togainonthegroundor intheair.

St. Francistook theball onapunt
and marched downfield the rest of
thequarter. Thelndiandrive ended
with afumble early in the second
guarter.

Oberlintook over, but lost theball
on an intercepted pass. Taking ad-
vantage of the error, Sainty moved
theball into the end zone with 2:42
leftinthehalf.

The Indians scored again in the
last seconds of thefirst half.

Oberlin started looking better in
the third quarter as quarterback
Denton Bailey threw an 86-yard
passtoJoeMonderoforaRed Devil
touchdown after only a minute of
play. Josh Fortin kicked the extra
point and Oberlinwasontheboard.

A Sainty fumblegaveOberlinthe
chance for another scoring drive.
Thistime, theRed Devilswereable
tomoveontheground, andthedrive
included a 30-yard run by Fortin.

e

SOPHOMORE REBECCA HEL M cameinseventhinthe
Norton Invitational crosscountry meet on Thursday.

ence and improve down the road,”
Coach Dick Ahlberg said. “For six
of our 16 runners, thiswastheir first
race.”

The runners will attend the

— Herald photo by Susie Marble

Quinter Invitational at 4:30 p.m. on
Thursday.

The annual Oberlin Invitational
will startat 5p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27,
at the Oberlin County Club.

Baileytook theball intotheend zone
on athree-yard run to take the Red
Devils ahead 13-12. A two-point
conversion attempt was no good,
however.

The Indians came back with a
vengeance, takingtheball fromtheir
own 38-yard lineinto the end zone
in the next four minutes of play.
With 4:11 left in the third quarter,
thehometeam led 18-13.

Inthefourthquarter Oberlinagain
took control of the ball and drove
downthefield, eating up the clock.
With 3:12 left, Jonathon Richards
ranthreeyardsintotheendzoneand
Bailey wassuccessful withthetwo-
point conversion. The score was
now 21-18 but Sainty had the ball
back.

The Indians began a determined
drive back toward their goal, but
ended up with too many inchesand
too few seconds. The St. Francis
teamhadusedall itstimeoutsbefore
thefinal drive. With the clock tick-
ing away and first-and-goal, the
Oberlinlineheld onfirst downand
again on second.

Timeranout after thethird-down
play, and Oberlin had thevictory.

“As coaches we were really
pleased with the team’s effort on
Friday,” said Coach Trevor Will-
iams. "It wasagood win. | thought
the kids played with alot of inten-
sity anddesire.

“AttimesFriday, westruggledon
offense. St. Francisisareally good
football team, but | felt that our of-
fense picked up the second half and
the guys up front — Drew Martin,
Bret Marietta, Riley Cochran,
Regan Badsky, Brock Euhus and
Garrit Peters—really startedto get
ontheball for us.

“Ondefense, theguysdid agreat
job. It wasasuper physical game.

“This Friday, Quinter is amuch
improvedteam. They wononFriday
against agood LaCrosseteam (8-1
last season).

“Our kidswill need areally good
week of practice and get our minds
set to come out and improve upon
last week’ s performance.”

Top rushers for Oberlin were
Richards, 54yardson 14 carriesand

a touchdown; Fortin, 38 on 11;
Bailey, 31 onnineandatouchdown;
Jason Thomas, six ontwo; and Jesse
Juenemann, oneon one.

Bailey wasonefor fiveintheair
for 86yards, atouchdownandatwo-
point conversion. Monderowashis
receiver, catching that one passfor
86 yardsand atouchdown.

Fortin kicked one extrapoint.

TacklerswereThomas, fivesol os
and 29 assists; Martin, two solo, 29
assists; Marietta, one solo, 20 as-
sists; Terry Urban, onesolo, 15 as-
sists, two fumble recoveries;
Richards, four solos, 12 assists;
Euhus, one solo, 16 assists; Fortin,
13 assists, one fumble recovery;
Bailey, one solo, nine assists; Chet
Ely, six assists; Jesse Juenemann,
onesolo, oneassist; Mondero, three
assists; Nolan May, one solo, twa
assists; Jacob Unger, Cochran,
Royal Fisher and Peters, one solo
each; and Badsky and Jacob Unger,
two assistseach.

TheRedDevilswill beat homeon
Friday as the Quinter Bulldogs
cometotown. Kickoff will be7p.m.

Junior High losesfirs game

The Decatur Community Junior
HighDevilslost 18-0to St. Francis
team on Thursday in their season
opener in St. Francis.

Duetosmall classsizesfor many
northwest Kansas junior highs, the
seventhand eighthgradersareplay-
ing as one team with a “fifth quar-
ter” for theyounger boyswhen pos-
sible.

“Asateam, we cameout low in
the first half,” Coach Caleb
Howlandsaid. “Weallowed severa
bigrunsinthefirst half that allowed
St. Francisto get the lead at half
time.

“1 wasvery pleased with theway
the players responded defensively
in the second half, holding St.
Francis to just seven yards from
scrimmage.

r--------------------1

: Junior High School Football :
| Thursday, Sept. 8: Oakley (home) ..........cccovvevreneeee. 4:30p.m. |
| Thursday, Sept. 15: Quinter (aWay) .......coceveerrererenen. 4:30p.m. |
| Saturday, Sept. 24: Hoxie (away) .........ccccocevcinnnnes 4:30p.m. |
| Thursday, Sept. 29: Atwood (home) .........ccccvrneee 5:30p.m. |
| Thursday, Oct. 6: Goodland (hOME) .........cccccururuneee 4:30p.m. |
| Thursday, Oct. 13: Colby (home) ...........coovvvurunnnne. 4:30p.m. |

L--------------------J

“Thefifthquarterteamdidagreat
job, winningthat competition 12-6.
Thebackfielddidanexcellentjobof
running behind the great blocks of
the line, and we had several long
runs.”

Quarterback Clay Andersen had
onesuccessful passout of four tries
for 28 yards.

L eadingrushersfor Oberlinwere
Wiley Farr, 22 carriesfor 65 yards;
Toby Peters13for 47; Anderson, 4
for nogain; Cody Kane, onefor 14;
and Keithen Fortin, onefor five.

Thejunior highhomeopener will
be Thursday astheyoung Red Dev-
ils play host to the Oakley Plains-
men at 4:30 p.m.

agony of defeat.

all the details.

Sports Reporter
wanted

Sports enthusiasts,
your chance to tell the whole town
about the thrill of winning and the

The Oberlin Herald is looking
for a part-time sports reporter, so
give us a call at 785-475-2206 for
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