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orm, oll pricesdrivecost of fud up

Gasolinepricesjumped to over $3agal-
lon last week as a massive hurricane
slammed into the Gulf Coast and ail prices
shot up.

Last Monday, wordonthestreet wasthat
the price of fuel would increase anywhere
from 20to 30 centsper gallonthenext day.
That sent many peopleto the pumpstofill
their tanks.

OnTuesday, thepricesdidincreasefrom
the$2.64 rangetoover $2.90. By theweek-
end, gaswasaround $3.15 agallon.

Therewerelinesat thepumpsat Ampride
and Sinclair last Monday night. With

Sinclair apenny cheaper agallon, theclerk
said, they were busier than normal.

Crossroads Expresswas struck by light-
ningon Saturday night theweekend before,
said Owner Ron Fowler, so the systems
weren’t working until Thursday.

With fuel left, Mr. Fowler said he told
several customersthat he would honor the
$2.64 a gallon when they came back. Al-
though he wasn't at the station when the
tankscameback on, hesaid he heard that it
wasbusy, withlotsof peoplecomingtofill
up. Mr. Fowler said he wastold that some
broughtintankstofill withthecheaper fuel,

sincethe other stationswere over $3 agal-
lon.

Mr. Fowler said the reason prices are
going up is because it is costing stations
moreto get thefuel. He said heis surethat
it hasto dowiththehurricaneand oil refin-
eriesalong the Gulf being closed.

Tuesday morning, Crossroads was sell-
ing unleaded gas at $3.12, plus at $3.17,
premium at $3.22 and diesel at $2.89. That
evening, the price dropped to $3.09.

Across the street at Ampride, Karol
Evans, general manager of theDecatur Co-
op, saidtheir supplier, Cenex, hastoldthem

that they can only order thesameamount of
gasthey did last year during thismonth.

Basically, hesaid, theco-opisaloweda
truck of fuel aday, which hasto be spread
over Amprideand al their locations.

Thepriceswill beerratic, saidMr. Evans,
becausethestationwill getjust theoneload
of fuel.

At Ampride, prices have increased
steadily sincethe beginning of August. On
Aug. 9, it was $2.47 agallon, on Aug. 26,
$2.64, last Wednesday it was $2.90, Tues-
day morning, $3.14andthat evening, $3.09,
thefirst decrease.

The supplier, said Mr. Evans, seemsto
think itisgoingtotakeawhilefor thingstc
get back to normal. People are waiting for
hoursto get fuel in Florida, hesaid.

Hesaid that he hasno plansto close any
of the co-op’ s stations. Mr. Evans did say
that if peoplestart tryingtostockpileor holo
gas, it could causeaproblem. At thispoint,
said Mr. Evans, the supplier isn't giving
them much information about anything.

Dwight Wentz with D&M Sinclair Ser-
vice, said he had “no comment.”

The station was at $3.12 Tuesday morn-
ing and $3.09 Tuesday evening.
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A PUSH to get started, Cody Salem, No. 31, picture (below) of her son

prepared to enter thetrack during thesprint car racesat the
Oberlin Speedway on Saturday. Charlotte Meints took a

Sprint carsmake
first showing

a speedway here

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A few dozensprint carsshowed
up Saturday afternoon, ready to
raceat theOberlin Speedway that
night.

Two, Nos. 6 and 16, owned by
Pat Quinnof Denver, parked out-
side Crossroads Express that af -
ternoon for peopleto get an up-
closelook at thecars.

Theracerswerein Oberlinfor
the first High Plains Shootout.
Rick Salem, owner of Salem
Graphics, organized therace, the
first of itskind on the new track.

Mr. Quinn said he heard about
the race because one of hisdriv-
ers, Mark Walinder, is from
Oberlin, but now livesin Denver.
His other driver is Scotty
Cochran, aso of Denver.

Mr. Quinn said hegot into rac-
ing in high school when abuddy
dragged him into the sport. He
said he got addicted. Since then,
he said, he has aways been into
sprint-car racing.

Hesaid heasked Mr. Walinder
to drive one race so he could

watch. Thenhedecideditworked
better with him owning the cars
and working on them. Mr.
Walinder has been driving since
1997.

“Qurcar,” hesaid, “isoneof the
only ones with a Ford engine;
most are Chevrolet.”

, Mark Walinder.

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Mr. Quinn said hehasbeena [

Fordlover al hislife.

Bothmenhavefull-timejobsin
Denver andraceontheside. The
group, madeupof Mr. Quinn, Mr.
Walinder, Mr. Cochran, Mikeand
Doug Crotty and Tom and Steve
Cochran, travel to races within
about a 500 mile radius of home
about twice amonth in the sum-
mer.

This year, the racers haven’'t
been chasing points. In2003, said
Mr. Quinn, they wereranked 15th
in the National Championship
Racing Association.

Driver Scotty Cochran isjust
17, but has been racing since he
was 8. He said he started racing
when hisdad had anideafor him

(SeeRACE onPage 10A)

Groupsraisemoney for hurricanerdief

Asthe winds blew at over 100
miles per hour and the water kept
comingin, peopleall overtheworld
watched as the parts of the Gulf
Coastweredevastated by Hurricane
Katrina.

Pictures of New Orleans under
water, talk of what thepresident and
federal government will doto help,
news of towns completely cut off
from civilization and heroic rescue
effortsfill thefront pages of news-
papers, news web sites and the
evening news.

People in Decatur County have
felt the devastation that the storm
left behind and want to chip in to

helpthevictims.
AttheOberlinRotary Clublunch
on Tuesday, the group decided to
raisemoney for Katrinavictims.
Rusty Addleman, along-time
member, said the club would have
cans at the volleyball games Tues-
day night and possibly at the foot-
ball gameon Friday. Jarswill prob-
ably beput out in businesses of Ro-
tary membersand other businesses
that want to help.
Anyone can donate, hesaid.
The money will be sent to two
Rotary districts, onein Louisiana
andoneHouston, wheremany refu-
geesweretaken.

All of themoney raised, 100 per-
cent of it, will gototherelief fund,
saidMr. Addleman. Theclubwon'’t
keep apenny of it.

Anyonewhowantstomakeacash
donation can contact any Rotary
member.

At the American Legion, there
will be apancake and sausage feed
at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday. The
money raised will go to the hurri-
canevictims.

Othersin northwest Kansaswho
are helping include linemen from
Midwest Energy.

Bob Helm, manager of corporate
communicationsfor thecooperative

out of Hays, said acrew of 18 line-
men was to leave this morning for
Louisiana. The men from Hays,
WaK eeney, Colby, Hoxie, Great
Bend, Hanston and Lyons, volun-
teered to help rebuild the 4,900
miles of power lines and restore
30,000 electric poles. He said
63,000 customers are without
power.

The men will be driving bucket
trucksand other work vehicles, car-
ryingtheir ownfood, water and sup-
plies.

They will be housed in 300-man
tentsduring their two-to-three-week

stay.

Undefeated
team members
toreturn home

1955 Red Devilsto be here Friday

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The 1955 Red Devil football
team, thelast undefeatedteamfrom
Decatur Community High, will be
honored Friday during the first
home game of the year at Smick
Memorial Field.

Shelli Fortin, who is organizing
the event, said her father, Lynn
Johnson, was on the team. Both of
her sons, Josh and Jacab, areonthe
Red Devil teamthisyear. They were
all talking about football onenight,
shesaid, and shereadlizedthat itwas
50yearsago that her dad played on
the undefeated team. She said she
approached Principal CharlesHaag
and they started to organize an
event.

Mr. Haag and Athletic Director
Randy Olson sent letters out to the
players, invitingthem homefor the
weekend, in July.

Around20of theoriginal 35play-
ershavesaidthey arecoming. Of the
35 members, four have died since
graduation.

Thirteen of the 31, she said, till
live in a 30-to-35-mile radius of

Oberlin.

Mrs. Fortin said the players anc
their familiesareinvitedtoapotluck
dinner with the current team at 6
p.m. Thursday at the high school.
Team parents hold asupper for the
boys each week before the Red
Devil football game, she said. It
givesthem atimeto eat and look at
thefilmfrom the previousweek.

Thisweek, shesaid, they arehop-
ing some of the men from the 1955
team will talk to the boys, who, so
far, areundefeated withawin at the
season opener over St. Francis.

At the game Friday, said Mrs.
Fortin, the1955teamwill berecog-
nized at half time.

Afterthegame, cake, teaand cof-
fee will be served at areception at
thehigh school cafeteria. Everyone
iswelcometostopby. Therewill be
memorabiliadisplayedfor peopleto
seefromtheyear that team was un-
defeated.

From 4 to 7 p.m. on Saturday,
therewill beareceptionat TheGate-
way forthe 1955 team membersand

(See TEAM on Page 10A)

Storm hitsarea,
breakswindows,
fillsgregtswithran

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thewind blew, rain fell and in
parts of Decatur County, so did the
hail Monday night, leaving streets
full in Oberlin and the Decatur
County Feed Y ardwith brokenwin-
dowsonthewest side of onebuild-
ing.

Monday evening, peoplecouldbe
seenstandingontheir porchesl ook-
ing to the north as the gray storm
cloudscamein. Thestormcouldbe
heard beforeit could be seen.

Thunder roared and lightning lit
upthesky asthestormgot closer and
closer.

Finally therain came, soft at first
and then harder. By 11 p.m. Mon-
day, the rain seemed to be coming
sidewaysout of thesky asthestreets
got fuller and fuller.

CassAvenug, referredtoas” Ca-
nal Street” whenitrains, wasfull. So
were several intersections around
town, including East Commercial,
and Oak at Marks.

Theareareceived anywherefrom
2.20 inches to three inches, with
heavier rain in the northern part of
thecounty. A few milessouth, fields
weremostly dry.

North of town, the weather

seemed a little more severe. On
Tuesday, workers at the feed yarc
found windows broken out on the
west side of the office. There was
damagetotwoirrigation pivotsanc
ametal horsebarn aswell.

Owner Warren Weibert said the
venetian blinds in the office were
dented. Itlookedliketherewasgolf
ball sizehail or larger, hesaid.

Along U.S. 83, hesaid, standing
corn suffered damage and terraces
werefull of water.

Decatur County dispatch saic
there weren't any other reports of
storm damage, however.

Flood watches were out for
Decatur and Norton Counties dur-
ing the storm.

Attheend of August, Oberlinre-
ceived 3.28inchesof rain, whichis
morethantheaveragefor theentire
month. The first few days of Sep-
tember started off with around the
same amount of rain and thereis
moreintheforecast.

TheNational Weather Servicein
Goodland said there was a 60 per-
cent chanceof heavy rains Tuesday
and tonight.

The county remained in aflash
flood watch on Tuesday.

Withrecent rains, water usein
Oberlin has stayed just below
530,000 gallonsaday.

The city is still on even-odd
water restrictions. Those with
odd-numbered addresses can
water on Tuesday, Thursday or
Saturday, those with even ad-
dresses on Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday. Thereisno outside
watering on Mondays. People
canwater ontheir day frommid-
nightto10a.m.

Water usedown
thankstorangorms

Thecity pumped:

« 376,000 gallons on Monday,
Aug. 29.

* 489,000 gallonson Tuesday,
Aug. 30.

« 336,000 gallonslast Wednes-
day.
«527,000galonson Thursday.
* 492,000 gallonson Friday.
*514,000gallonson Saturday.
* 369,000 gallons on Sunday .
« 447,000 gallonson Monday.
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(Continued from Page 1A)
families.

Larry Guinn hasafilm of theNorton game50 yearsago,
thelast gametheteamplayed. Mrs. Fortinsaidthey aretry-
ingtoput thefilmon DV D or video sothey can show it Fri-
day.

Mr. Johnson, Norm Richards, Gary Erickson and Walt
Fortin, al from the 1955 team, have grandsons or great-
nephewsplayingfootball heretoday. Thesemen, shesaid,
have been faithful about going to the games and showing
school spirit over theyears.

Mrs. Fortin said she hopes having the team members
come homewill help build school spirit.

Players on the 1955 team included: Mr. Guinn, Don
Richardson, Derry Bishop, Jerry Baker, Mr. Johnson, Clint
Corder, Mr. Erickson, Jim Alexander, John Schultz,
Charles Kelley, Forrest Paddock, Ray Corcoran, Allen
Jeffus, BobVernon, Richard Anderson, Jim Carver, Stanley
Moberly, Jim Kelley, Roy Unger, Billy Soderlund, Eldon
Johnson, Bill Schwab, Rusty Addleman, DavidMusgrave,

THE 1955 OBERLIN RED DEVIL FOOTBALL TEAM remained

1956 yearbook. Front Row: Jack Carver, Larry Guinn, Forrest Paddock,
Eldon Johnson, DonRichardson, Ray Corcoran, Bill Schwab. Second Row:
Derry Bishop, Allen Jeffus, Rusty Addleman, Jerry Baker, Jack Kelley and
Bob Vernon. Third Row: Lynn Johnson, Richard Anderson, Walt Fortin,

* Teammemberstoreturnfor first Devil homegame

Walt Fortin, Richard Hayes, Mr. Richards, Larry O’ Toole,
Larry Rathbun, Gary Anthony and Jack Kelley. Deceased
playersinclude: Jack Carver, Jerry Macfee, Larry Brainard
and Bob Tally.

Coaches for the team included head coach Jack Hague,
BobRumbleand CharlesLyons. All threearedeceased. Mrs.
Fortinsaid oneof their widowswasinvited but sheisn’t sure
if shewill show up.

The 1955 team played eight games, starting with
Phillipsburg, wherethey won 28-0. Thenitwasoff toHoxie
wherethe Red Devilswon 32-13. Not until thethird game,
against Colby, did the Red Devils play at home. They won
thegame19-0andthefourthgameagainst St. Francis, 32-7.
Theteam went back on the road to Oakley and won 46-20.
At home against Goodland they won 33-13, and then in
Atwood they won 21-0. In the last game of the league sea-
son, theRed Devilsplayed at homeagainst the Norton Blue
Jays. Oberlin won 32-13, giving the Red Devilsfirst place
intheleague.

The team ranked 11th in the state, said Mrs. Fortin, but

Clrnt Corder, Jim Carver Jerry Macfeeand Ri chard Hayes. Fourth Row:
undefeated and won theleaguechampionship. Thispictureappearedinthe  Jim Alexander, Stanley Moberly, Larry Brainard, Norm Richards, John

Schultz and Jim Kelley. Fifth Row: David Musgrave, Larry O’ Toole,
Charles Kelley, Roy Unger, Larry Rathbun, Gary Erickson and Billy
Soderlund. Sixth Row: Bob Tally and Gary Anthony.

therewere no state playoffsin those days.

Coach Hague was quoted in The Topeka Daily Capital
as saying this was the “First unbeaten-untied team since
1930. Wonderful group.”

Many of theplayerswerenamedtoall-star teamsall over
the state. Some of the honorsincluded Northwest Kansas
All AreaTeam, whichincluded Mr. Addleman, Mr. Carver,
Mr. Guinnand Mr. Richardson. Mr. Bishopand Mr. Baker
got honorable mention.

Mr. Addleman, Mr. Guinn, Mr. Corcoran, Mr. Paddock,
Mr. Carver and Mr. Bishop were named to the Northwest
KansasL eague Teamby coaches. BothMr. Jeffusand Mr.
Baker got honorable mention.

Mr. Richardson and Mr. Addleman were named to the
Wichita Eagle All State Team.

Mr. Guinn, Mr. Richardsonand Mr. Addlemanwerealso
namedtotheEagle sAll Western Division, withMr. Jeffus
and Mr. Bishop receiving an honorable mention. Mr.
Addleman made the Topeka Daily Capital All State sec-
ond team.

Commissonerssay OK tocopier for deedsoffice

The Decatur County register of
deedswill get anew copier after pre-
senting bids to commissioners last
Tuesday.

Register Judy Gaumer presented
bids for a Ricoh copier for $3,455
which included a trade-in for the
machine she has now for $3,670.
Thesecond bidwasfor aKonicafor
$2,995.

Shesaidthecopier shehasnowis
agood one, but it isn't making the
crisp copiesneeded to put onmicro-
film. TheRicohissimilartotheone
that isin the office now, she said.

Mrs. Gaumer said she can't find
adifferenceinthetwocopiers, other
thantheprice. Mrs. Gaumer saidshe

At their meeting last Tuesday, the
Decatur County commissioners:

+ Authorized the register of deeds
to buy a new copier and trade in the
office’s old one. Story at left.

+Heardthatthe road and bridge de-
partment might be getting a new
dozer. Story to come.

County Countdown

* Discussed a prescription drug
program for countyinmates, although
they didn't think it would benefit the
county. Story on Page 9A.

+ Gave the appraiser the go ahead
to buy a computer from Infinitec and
a printer from the company of his
choice. Story below.

told Deputy Michael French she
wouldtake$2,000for theold copier.

Do you need all the options?
asked Commissioner Patricia

Appraiser tobuy

computer,

The Decatur County commis-
sioners gave the county appraiser
thego aheadtobuy acomputer from
Infinitecand aprinter fromthecom-
pany of hischoice.

Appraiser Alan Hale said the
computer intheofficehasgivenhim
problemsfor sometime.

Hesaid hetalkedwitharepresen-
tativefrom Infinitec and heworked
upagood priceonaDell computer.

The office also needs a |aser
printer since the old printer is out-
dated. It usesfeed paper. Theoffice
has asmall ink-jet printer, he said,
butitisslow.

printer

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
suggested checking OfficeMax for
aprinter. He said it would run
around$400. Mr. Halesaidheneeds
acopier that runs around 50,000
copiesinayear.

Hesaidhegot quotesfor Lexmark
andIBM printers. Thecommission-
erstold him to go ahead and get a
printer.

Commissioners also asked Mr.
Hale to get some prices here for a
truck to collect data. The vehicle
couldasobeusedfortrips.Mr.Hae
said heisinterested inasportsutil-
ity with four-wheel drive.
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Glenn. No, said Mrs. Gaumer, the
copier doesn't need to have any of
theoptionslikeauto document feed
or anything.

Shesaid sheishesitant about the
Konica because sheisn’'t familiar
with the brand.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
she could sell the old copier witha
sealed bid or takethetrade-in.

Mr. Unger said if Mrs. Gaumer
has gotten good service with the
Ricoh she has now, he would hesi-
tateto change brands.

Mrs. Gaumer decided she pre-
ferred the Ricoh copier, and the
commissioners approved the pur-
chase.

She said the office has over
$8,000 in its technology fund, and
themoney will comefromiit.

Mrs. Gaumer said shetalkedwith

ltchy eyes

driving you crazy?
We can help.
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You could be suffering from Dry Eye Syndrome, a
serious but treatable condition. Call Dr. Stamm or
Dr. Gray at Lifetime Eyecare.

LIFETIME EYECARE

YOUR EYE DOCTORS FOR LIFE

Dr. Robert A. Stamm and Dr. Dirk M. Gray - Optometrists
105 S. Penn « Oberlin, KS « 475-1200
www.mccookeyeclinic.com

someone with the Purplewave
website, where items can be sold
online, about theold microfilmcam-
era. Shesaidit canbeputonthesite.
Purplewave takes 10 percent if the
county sellsthe cameraonthesite,
shesaid.

It costsnothing to put the camera
on the website. Mrs. Gaumer said
shecanrunanadfor twoweeksand
then seewhat happens.

Mrs. Gaumer said shewill specify
that if someone buys the camera,
they haveto comeand pick it up.

The commissioners ratified the
purchaseof anewindex book forthe
officefor $662.

Beauty & Affordability

We can help your dreams

become

* Race
brings
Infans

(Continued from Page 1A)
toracequarter midgetswhenhewas
big enough. Scotty said he wasthe
half midgetsregional championfor
ayear.

Hesaid he outgrew thoseand got
into sprint cars, which he started to
racelast summer.

Inthepast, Scotty said, hehasal-
waysraced on pavement, so racing
ondirtisachange.

“1 have always redlly liked rac-
ing,” hesaid. “Itisapassionof mine
and agreat feeling.”

Scotty isasenior at Ralston Val-
ley High School in Arvada. After
graduation, heplanstoattend Col o-
rado School of Minesto becomean
engineer.

Mr. Walinder said he started rac-
ing in 1974, but has been around
racingall of hislife. Helooked at the
track from the gas station and saic
he was on the track when it was &
five-eighths-miletrack. That isbe-
foreit wasrebuilt.

Sprint carsracedonitintheearly
1950s, said Mr. Walinder.

Hesaid hehasalwaysraced sprint
cars, basically, becausehelovesthe
sport.

Racing, saidMr. Walinder, keeps
himinshape. Thereisal sothespeed,
whichhelpsmakethisachallenging
sport.

Mr. Walinder said heraces as
hobby, although the last few years
they have been racing, working on
acar or traveling to or from arace
six daysaweek.

Mr. Walinder said it wasgood tc
be home for arace. He graduated
from Decatur Community High
School in1973. Hismom, Charlotte
Meints, still liveshere.

Shewas at Crossroads on Satur-
day, checking out the cars, talking
with her son and taking pictures.

Thegroupwastravelingto Colby
for another race on Sunday.

Applications
almog due

Congressman Jerry Moranisac-
cepting applications for nomina-
tionstotheU.S. serviceacademies.

Those selected will enter the
academiesin June 2006.

Selections are based on college
entrance test scores, class rank,
gradepoint average, school records,
extracurricular activities, leadership
potential, motivation, recommenda:
tionsand interview evaluations.

Allinterested candidatesto apply
alsotothe officesof senators Sam
Brownback and Pat Roberts.

Application deadlineis Oct. 1.
Sendto: Congressman Jerry Moran,
Attn: Service Academy Selection,
Box 1128, Hutchinson, Kan. 67504-
1128.
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Financing

No payments until Aug. 2006

Visit our™—
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VIMYL TILE LAMINATE

CARPET

206 NorrisAve.« M cCook, NE 69001
308-345-3177 » Fax 308-345-3266

F|G-Dr 51:ud|-:h for the |argeSt
selection of berbers, loops, shags,
patterns and texture.

Available

Sept. 6 thru
Sept. 12
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