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Alliance
plansfor
holidays

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

It snevertooearly toget ready for
theholidays, whichmembersof the
Oberlin Business Alliance are
doing.

Thegroup met last Wednesday at
the LandMark Inn to discuss up-
coming events, including tailgate
parties, theannual Paradeof Lights,
visitsfrom Santa, soup suppersand
more.

Someupcoming eventsincludea
burger fry downtown on Friday,
Sept. 30, the evening before the
Mini-Sappaweekend, andtheTrick
or Trunk parade on Halloween,
Monday, Oct. 31.

InNovember, thegroupwill gear
upfor holiday shopping. Theannual
Business-to-Business tour will
beginat 4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 13.

The light parade will be held on
Friday, Nov. 25, theopeningday for
the Christmas season downtown.
Gary Walter, with The Bank, will
head up the parade again this year.
Lastyeartherewere16to18entries.
Thisyear he would like to have 25
to 30.

Individuals and groups should
start thinking about what they want
to enter inthe parade, hesaid

The group agreed that they will
ask kids at Oberlin Elementary
School to pick some themes and
then members will choose from
thoseideas.

Rusty Addleman, owner of
Addleman Drug Store, said they
talked about having some kind of
contest on opening night, but there
weren’t any decisionsmade.

Therewas also talk about awin-
dow-decorating contest and having
someonefromout of townjudgethe
windows, said Glenva Nichols,
Chamber of Commerce manager.
Parti cipating businessesheldawin-
dow decorating contest |ast year.

Kurt Vollertsen, owner of Ward
Drug Store, said they will probably
need another planning session to
nail down some of the details.

City Administrator Gary Shike
asked when the members work on
thelightsfor decorating downtown,
if possibly the highway stars could
beincluded.

LaMoine Wolfram, with NAPA
Auto Parts, checksthelightsfor the
group, saidMr. Vollertsen. Hesaid
he will talk with him to see if he
wantsto do it again this year. Mr.
Wolfram volunteers his time to
check and fix thelightsfor thealli-
ance.

In December, Santa will bein
town for an evening, the alliance
drawing will be held on Monday,
Dec. 19, and there will be awinter
farmersmarket at the courthouse.

Alliancemembersalsodiscussed
briefly the fact that they haven't
received abill for thefireworksfor
several years.

Mrs. Nicholssaid shethought the
last year she received abill wasin
2002 for 2001.

Mr. Walter said each year he
thinks the alliance needs to get the
contributions from the city and the
county offices and then hold onto
themoney inthefireworksfund, just
in case. Members of the city coun-
cil and county commissioners can
change, hesaid, and so can phil oso-
phies.
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AT ACOMMISSIONERSMEETING, SteveHirsch, Decatur County attorney, looked
at adocument. Mr. Hirschisalsothecity attorney and avolunteer firemanandtrainer for

Sheridan County.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Attorney isfirefighter at heart

Editor’sNote: Thisarticleabout Oberlin’ sSteve
Hirschfirst appearedin the July/August issueof the
Journal of the Kansas Bar Association.

By BETH WARRINGTON

Comingfromafamily farmnearly six milessouth
of Simpson, Steve Hirsch, the youngest of five,
wanted to make adecent living inasmall town.

He chose to study law and become alawyer, but
heal sowantedto keepfeeding hisfirefighting habit,
which haslasted nearly 18 years.

“1 had adesiretoliveinarural setting for therest
of my life, but farmingisn’tthemost profitablebusi-
ness,” Hirschsaid. “ Theweather, theinsects, thelack
of control over prices, andsoforthmakeitavery risky
business.”

Hebelievedthat beingal awyer would makeit pos-
sible to have the way of life he wanted. He enjoys
helping people and being alawyer does just that.
Hirsch earned his Bachelor of Sciencein political
science, cumlaude, fromKansas StateUniversity in
1983 and his Juris Doctor with honors from
Washburn University School of Law in 1986.

Hirsch said he likes being both a lawyer and
firefighter. Hislaw officein Oberlin is ashowcase
for hisfirememorabilia

“Oneday, afull-timefirefighter from Salinawas
in my office on business for his grandmother, who
livesin Oberlin,” he said. “He looked at my office
andsaid,‘If | hadn’'tbeenafirefighter, | think I’ dhave
beenalawyer.’ | gotahugegrinonmy faceandsaid,
‘If | hadn’'t been a lawyer, I'd have been a
firefighter.””

In 1963, his father, Fred Hirsch, started the
Mitchell, Cloud, and OttawaCounty FireDistrict No.
1. Hirsch's oldest brother, Gary, also was instru-
mental in getting the fire department started as a
project for the Future Farmersof Americachapter at
Simpson. Infact, the FFA chapter took first placein
the nation for this project. Hirsch said they used to
raisemoney for thedepartment by having chili feeds
and pancake suppersat thefire station.

“1 grew up on the back step of the firetruck,” he
said. “One of my earliest memorieswas going with
my dad, in 1967, inthefiretruck whenatornado had
destroyed many homesin Mitchell and Cloud coun-
ties.”

Hirschiscertified by thelnternational FireService
Accreditation Congressasafirefighter Landfireser-
viceinstructor 1. Heis aso certified as an incident
safety officer and at the operation level for hazard-
ousmaterials.

As afirefighter for 14 years at Oberlin, Hirsch

served astheassistant firechief for 13 of thoseyears.
Since 2001, he has served astraining chief for the
Sheridan County Fire Department at Hoxie. He
trainsmorethan 100volunteer firefightersonaregu-
lar basisand al so doestraining for the Rexford Fire
Department in Thomas County.

In 1999, hewaselected asaboard member of the
Kansas State Association of FireChiefs. Heserved
inthat capacity until hewasel ected secretary of the
Kansas State Firefighters Association (KSFFA) in
2000, where hestill serves.

The association represents all of the 16,000 fire
fightersacrossthestate, paid or volunteer, and con-
ducts 12 regional training schools for fire fighters
eachyear.

“1 get the chance to teach other fire fighters the
practical and safety skills they need to do the job
effectively, efficiently, and safely,” Hirsch said.

In 2005, hewasel ected asthe K ansasrepresenta-
tivetotheNational VV olunteer FireCouncil inWash-
ington. The council represents about 800,000 vol-
unteersnationwide, hesaid.

Sincehelives30milesfrom hishomedepartment,
Hirschisprimarily involvedintraining, but hewill
occasionally runsomecalls.

“I'mnotsurethereisatypical call,” hesaid. “What
gets usinto trouble asfire fightersisto ever think
that something is ‘typical.” Those are the kinds of
firesthatwill kill you, sowehavetotreat everything
asdangerous.”

Hirsch saysheawaystellspeoplethat firefight-
ingisthemost dangerousthing hedoes, but at times
thereare some similaritieswith hiscareer asalaw-
yer.
“Weput outfigurativefiresinthebusinessandlit-
eral firesin the fire department,” he said. “Asa
firefighter, people are alwaysglad to see you show
up. I’ mnot surethesamecan be said about me show-
ing upinasuit asan attorney to prosecutethem.”

Hirsch hasbeen the Decatur County attorney for
nearly 17 years and serves as city attorney for
Dresden, Jennings, Norcatur and Oberlin. He said
hedoesalittle of everything, but government prac-
ticeisalarge part of hispractice, and probate work
isalsoasizableportion.

“1 am pretty passionate about this firefighter
thing,” hesaid. “I am lucky to have had some very
understanding clients and judges who have let me
leave my office— or even court — to take care of
other disasters.”

He said heisblessed to have awife, Anita, who
supportshimandhisfirefightinghabit, andtwochil-
dren, Joseph, 12, and Jennifer, 16, who understand.

Blue Sky Auto Wash
NOW OPEN!

Features:

e Touchless Automatic ~ Soft Water
» Multi-Colored Clear Conditioning Foam

» Spot Free Wash

* Accepts Visa & MasterCard

Watch for upcoming Open House!
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Has Moved

102 W. Commercial
Mon. - Thurs. by Appt.

475-4332 Cell

Aguage/Redken/American Crew/Biolage

Internet Tonight!
Call475-2206!

September Baqg Deals

Redken Styling Products:

Buy 2 get a Cynthia Rowley Runway Tote

Buy a Redken Color Extend Client Prepack
and receive a FREE Mens Bag filled with Redken
Shampoo 13.5 oz. and Polish Up a grooming pomade 1.7 oz.

Buy 2 Biolage products and receive a FREE tote bag

American Crew

Buy: Citrus Mint Shampoo and Conditioner and receive free:
Citrus Mint Gel and Clay - a 57% savings $19%

Buy a Fiber and Pomade Duo for a 31% savings - $19%

Challenger wants

council toraise
cash for refugees

After the Oberlin City Council
meeting last Thursday, members
learned that a member of the com-
munity waschallenging thecouncil
toraise$500for thehurricanerelief
fund.

Mayor Ken Shobe said that if
people want to donate, they can
pledgemoney to City Administrator
Gary Shike and seeif they can get
closeto $500.

The money would then be do-
nated through the Oberlin Rotary
Club, said Mayor Shobe. Mr. Shike
saidthecouncil could choosewhere
they wantedthemoney togoif they
decideto accept the challenge.

The Oberlin Rotary Club started
to collect money last week for the
hurricanevictims. All of themoney
will be sent to Rotary districtsin
Louisiana and in Houston, where
many refugees have been taken.

Sofar, said Rusty Addleman, who

is heading up the project, the club
hasraised over $1,000. Mr. Addle-
man said they are still working on
getting jars out in businesses anc
possibly will be passing cansat the
next homefootball gameon Friday,
Sept. 23.

Mr. Addleman said they will
collectaslongaspeoplewanttogive
sincetherefugeeswon’t stop need-
ing help any time soon.

Besides cash donations, some
havegivenfoodanddiapers, hesaid,
and those have been taken to Flor-
ida. Melanie Anderson said the
United Churchhadadriveforitems
for thehurricanevictims.

OnFriday, theitemswerel oaded
up in Kirk Young'’s touring bus,
which he drove to Floridato help
out.

Students at Oberlin Elementary
School alsoarecollectingmoney for
hurricanevictims.

Four guess10out 11
In football contest

Football fansaregetting better at
guessingwhowill win both college
and high school football games.

Whilenooneguessedevery game
rightinthePigskinPick-em contest
this week, four got 10 out of 11.
Another seven only missed two
gameseach.

The most missed game was
Goodland-St. Francis. The Sainty
Indians downed the Goodland
Cowboys, 30-6. Everyone, how-
ever, pickedtheOberlinRed Devils
tobeat the Quinter Bulldogs, which
they did, 27-20.

Sincetherewasafour-waytie, the
tie-breaker game cameinto play.

The Miami Dolphins beat the
Denver Broncos 34-10. Only one
entrant feltthat Miami wasgoingto
win. All four finalists thought
Denver would win.

Both Connie Grafel and Travis
Raile, Oberlin, picked the Broncos
to beat the Dol phins 24-17, which
was 33 pointsoff. A cointossgave
first place to Raile and Grafel got
second.

ThirdplacewenttoBrock Baxter,
Smith Center, who picked the
Broncos over Miami 34-24, or 36
pointsoff.

Rodney Solko of McCook also
guessed 10 of the 11 gamesright but
came up with Denver over Miami
28-14, or 42 points off the actual
score.

Fundraisaer

Raile wins $15, Grafel $10 and
Baxter $5in scrip spendable at any
participating Pigskin Pick-em
merchant. They need to pick up the
winnings at The Oberlin Herald
within threeweeks.

Missing only two games | ast
week wereDeniseBailey, Norcatur,
and Colleen Gee, Deb Brown,
Sharla Ritter, Sarah Fredrickson,
VadishaCastleand Roger Cochran,
Oberlin.

Thisweek’s games are on Page
8A of today’s paper. Entering the
contestisfreebutyouneedtousethe
blank from the paper or pick up an
officia entry blank from any par-
ticipating merchant. Only original
entry blanks will be accepted, nc
copies.

Every member of the family can
enter but each person can only en-
ter onceaweek.

Winners of the games in |ast
week’s paper were Norton over
Plainville, St. Francis over Good-
land, Fort Hays State University
over New Mexico Highland, Kan-
sas State University over Marshall,
University of Kansas over Appal-
achian State, Nebraska over Wake
Forest, Oberlinover Quinter, North-
ern Valley over Golden Plains,
Hoxie over Colby, Oakley over
Atwood, McCook over Y ork and
the Miami Dolphins over the Den-
ver Broncos 34-10 for the tie
breaker.

planned

tohedp build new pool

Thecity’ spool committeekicked
back into full gear last week with
plansof apotato bar and dessert buf-
fet on Friday, Sept. 23, before the
Decatur Community High home
football game.

The group met Friday at the
LandMark Innto discussthe event,
which will be sponsored by the
Oberlin Royal Neighbors of
Americachapter here.

Thepotato bar and dessert buffet
will start at 5 p.m. intheparkinglot
northof thestadium. Thedinnerwill
befor adonation.

The Royal Neighbors will be
matching the first $1,000 raised to
help buildanew pool for thecounty.

The group encouraged peopleto
come out and eat before attending
the game against the Goodlanc
Cowboys.

Medicare Prescription

Drug Coverage

Begins January 1, 2006 for
ALL Medicare Beneficiaries.

Stop by or call Kurt at
Ward Drug Store for details.

Ward Drug

Kurt Vollertsen

142 S. Penn — Oberlin, Kansas
Phone 785-475-2285 or Toll Free 1-800-698-5757

Store
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