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New teacher isfar
from homeland

By MARCI MATCHETT

She left her homeland with two
suitcases and flew halfway around
the world to teach her native lan-
guage. L eaving Spain behind and
coming to Kansas, MariaCampois
now teaching Spanish for Decatur
Community High School.

While living at home with her
mom, dad, and brother, Ms. Campo
heard about a program that specifi-
cally hires teachers from Spain to
cometotheUnited States. Thepro-
gram was promoted by the Spanish
government, and encourages the
Spanish teachers to become “am-
bassadorsof Spain” whilelivingin
America

In order to get here, Ms. Campo
had many obstacles; one of those
wasaninterview with arepresenta-
tive of The Kansas Department of
Education.

She graduated from Esclairas, a
religiousschool inSpain. After high
school, shewent to afour-year col-
lege in Spain, which is called
Salamanca.

Ms. Campo is very active. She
likes reading, walking, hiking, lis-
tening to music, watching movies,
andtraveling. Shedoesn't haveany
planstoget married or havechildren
yet, but saysit isapossibly in the
future.

“Everything about Oberlinisdif-
ferent from Spain; theway of living,
and the culture especialy. Oberlin
isavery quiet placeandisfull of nice

people,” said M's. Campo.

So far she likes the school and
enjoys teaching. When asked her
firstimpression, shesaid, “ Thestu-
dentsseeminterested andwillingto
learn.” Shed sosaidtheteachersare
great, helpful, and very kind to her.

“Ms. Campoisvery enthusiastic
andenergetic,” said Englishteacher
BrendaBreth. “ Shehasadapted re-
markably fast andissoaking up our
culture. It isfun to have her across
thehall fromme.”

Her goal for thisschool year isto
not only teach the students Spanish,
but tolet them havefun too.

Principal Charles Haag said,
“She’ sgoingtobringlotsof cultural
experiences to our students. She's
very upbeat and excited about being
here.

| think the neat thing is she will
learnasmany new thingsfromusas
wewill learn from her; that’ swhat
makes the whole experience re-
warding to everybody. | think our
community will benefit alot from
Ms. Campo being part of it.”

DanicaMay, astudent in her ad-
vanced Spanish class said, “Ms.
Campo isaniceteacher. Itisgood
to get a different perspective on
Spanish.”

Ms. Campo will be here for two
or possibly threeyears. Shesaid she
is very thankful to the community
for al the help she's received and
hopesthat shebringsgoodthingsto
the school.

New Students

By JONATHAN SMITH
JoeBrunswick

One of the new juniorsis Joe
Brunswick. Joe is from Kearney,
Neb., and his parents are Philip
Brown and Karen Prenzick.

Hisfavoriteclassissmall engines,
but he says he enjoys all of his
classes. Joedoesn’t think hewill be
going out for sports, and he hasn’'t
decided about other extracurricular
activities.

Hisbiggest adjustmentisthesize
of the school and slightly lower
technology.

“1 redly likethelaptops[comput-
ers],” said Joe.

By KIM WESSEL
Amber Mason
Amber Mason is a new sopho-
morethisyear. Shecameto Oberlin

fromBird City/Cheylinbecauseher
father, DougMason, isthenew pas-

tor at Lund Covenant Church and
workswith TeensFor Christ.

Amber’s favorite classes are
band, in which she playsthe trum-
pet, and choir, where she is a so-
prano. Throughout the school year,
you may see her in speech, Drama
Club, theall school play, and track
where shelikesto dotriplejump.

When asked what she thinks
about Oberlin compared to Bird
City, shesaid, “Oberlinisalot big-
ger than Bird City, and they have a
fair,andamovietheater.” Also, she
stated, “| am so excited about the
PizzaHut becauseBird City doesn’t
haveone.”

Her parents are Doug and Jo-
hanna Mason and she has two sis-
ters, Beccawho is afreshman at
Colby Community College, and
Bethany whois3andinpre-school.

When not in school Amber likes
todanceand play her electricguitar.
She loves music and acting, and
worksat theLandMark I nn.

DIABETICS

IF YOU HAVE MEDICARE OR PRIVATE
INSURANCE YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO
RECEIVE YOUR DIABETIC

SUPPLIES AT LITTLE OR NO COST!

FOR INFORMATION, CALL FOR YOUR HEALTH MEDICAL SUPPLY
WE ALSO CARRY ARTHRITIS & IMPOTENCE SUPPLIES

1-800-318-8466

*CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY No HMO's Please
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USING the new laptop comp

uters the school recently pur-

chased, sophomoresKaitlyn Gillespieand ChantelleBeneda

work ontheir English project.

Studentsh

avemaore

computer access

By AMBER BARRATT

Students at Decatur Community
High School now haveanother way
to type papers and do research for
their assignments. The school has
bought 16 laptopsin acart that can
gofromclasstoclassforall students
touse.

Because the school has wireless
internet, students can access the
worldwidewebinall classrooms.

The laptops were bought with
grant money which the school gets
every year to update technology.
Thecomputersarefrom Byte Speed
and areWindows X Pprogrammed.

Theschool bought portablecom-
putersto use in the classrooms be-
cause sometimes the computer lab

and library are busy when teachers
need their students to research or
type.

Principal Charles Haag said he
likesthenew laptopsandtheoptions
itgivestothestudentsandteachers.
“The laptops are a wonderful re-
source for the students and teach-
ers,” Mr. Haag said.

The students seem to enjoy the
computerstoo. “1 think the laptops
are agood addition to the schooal,”
said sophomore Kaitlyn Gillespie,
whousedalaptoptoresearchanddo
aprojectin Englishclass.

The students must obey all the
rules stated in the handbook about
computer usein order to get hands-
onexperiencewiththenew laptops.

( School

M enus

Sept. 19-23
OBERLIN SCHOOLS
Monday: Breakfast: cereal, toast,
banana. Lunch: pizza. Tuesday:
Breakfast: breakfast burrito,
peaches. Lunch: spaghetti, garlic
roll. Wednesday: Breakfast: pan-
cake, ham patty, oranges. Lunch:
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fish. Thursday: Breakfast: turn-
overs, sausage patty, Mandarin or-
anges. Lunch: hamburger withbun.
Friday: Breakfast: cereal, muffin,
tropical fruit. Lunch: lasagna. Milk
served with all meals.

Choice bar served with all
lunches.
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Jeremy Tally gets
articlepublished

By KELLEN DOEDEN

Jeremy Tally, asenior at Decatur
Community High School, started
his school year off with a great
honor. Anessay hewrotefor hisjun-
ior Englishclass,“ TheDay aDream
Began,” was published in NRA In-
sightsmagazine.

After muchencouragement from
histeachersand peers, Jeremy sent
his essay to the magazine's junior
member section, “Zeroed In.” The
National Rifle Association re-
sponded positively, and added the
articletothe July issueof themaga-

zine.

Looking back on the article,
which waswritten over ayear ago,
Jeremy hasalot of prideandistill
really excited.

When asked how hefeelsto bee
published writer, Jeremy re-
sponded, “It’ sstill ashock really. |
never thought I’ d seemy work in
magazine.”

“Jeremy isatalentedwriter,” said
junior English teacher Brends
Breth. “Not many people can say
they are a published writer. I’ m so
incredibly proud of him.”

Gymshavenew look

By WHITNEY BEINKE

If youhavebeentoeither thejun-
ior or senior high gymsin Decatur
Community High School, you
might have noticed something a
little different. The high school re-
cently purchased twonewwall mats
for each of thegyms.

Thematswerechosenby thestu-
dents and community membersin
anon-linepoll ontheschool website
set up by Kurt Olson in computer
class. Thestudentschosefromthree
different designs made up by a
graphicscompany.

Thetotal cost of thefour matswas
$7,500. Half of thecost wascovered
by student organizationsand half by
theschool district.

Activities Director Randy Olson
said the old mats had been there
since1968 andwerebecomingvery
worn.

Mr. Olson said, “The new mats
dress up the gyms, and | have re-
ceived several positive comments
onthem.”

Senior Jesse Juenemann said,
“The mats ook nice and improve
our gym.”
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DISH Player-DVR.

Residential Customer available at www.di

CALL
1-866-SKY-EYES :
for details bl il

2 of 25 movie channels require HD monitor and receiver. Credit for first month of free programming applied to first DISH Network bill. Free
programming requires participation in Digital Home Advantage offer. After free period, customer must call to downgrade to other qualifying
programming or then-current price for selected programming package will apply. Monthly $4.98 DISH Network DVR Service fee applies for each

Digital Home Advantage: Pay $49.99 Activation Fee. Restrictions apply, including credit approval, qualifying programming purchase and monthly
fees for receivers. DISH Network retains ownership of equipment. Limit 4 tuners per account. Offer ends 1/31/06 and is available in the
continental United States for new, first-time DISH Network residential customers. All prices, packages and programming subject to change
without notice. Local and state sales taxes may apply. Where applicable, equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. All DISH
Network programming, and any other services that are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions of the promotional agreement and

com or upon request. Local Channels packages by satellite are only available to
customers who reside in the specified local Designated Market Area (DMA). Local channels may require an additional dish antenna or a
SuperDISH antenna from DISH Network installed free of any charges with subscription to local channels, at time of initial installation. Social
Security Numbers are used to obtain credit scores and will not be released to third parties except for verification and collection purposes only or if
required by governmental authorities. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners.

Internet tonight! Call 475-2206
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Smith Brothers.
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Prices good Through Septemhber 22

Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:30
Thurs. 9:00-9:00
Sat. 9:00-5:00

308-345-1952
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American Express
Visa + Mastercard - Discover Card -

90 Day Same as Cash
or Monthly Payments
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Custom Order Upholstered Furniture for the Best S{yli? the Best Qﬂﬁl .’:lj)
the Best C?'ﬂﬂS marns bﬁp hy Swiss/Amish Master Craftsmen.

Smith Brathers of Beme creates hand-crafied upholstered fumiture in your choice of
style, fabric and colors - exactly the way you want it, and, with a Lifetime constraction warmanty.

Selection!
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