THE OBERLIN HERALD

75 ¢ (tax included; 54¢ delivered at home)

16 Pages, 2 Sections

Wednesday, September 14, 2005

127th Y ear, Number 37

enningsenrollment dropstothree

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Jennings Grade School iswell into
itslast year withthreestudentsenrolledand
six pre-schoolers.

Though it's far fewer students than the
district expected, the state Department of
Education granted awaiver to alow the
district to finish out its last year. Kansas
school sare supposed to haveaminimum of
10 students.

Over ayear ago, the Jennings School
Board membersstartedtolook intoclosing
downtheschools. Enrollment had declined

toby around 50kidsandtherewastal k about
how long the school could stay open. Last
year, with 31 kids enrolled in the fal, the
board decidedto contract with neighboring
school districts for junior and senior high
students and maintain agrade school.

Attheend of thisyear, theboard plansto
dissolvethedistrict, with theland, money,
building and equipment being given to
neighboring districts.

Superintendent Emery Hart said they
thought the school would have around 24
studentsin the grade school thisyear. Par-

entsapparently decidedto sendtheir young
students to other districts to let them get
adjusted to their new schools as soon as
possible. Mr. Hart said heunderstandsthat.

Lastyear, thedistrict thought therewasa
possibility of 12 students, but it ended up
with just three, one each in kindergarten,
first and second grade.

Mr. Hart saidassoonashefoundoutthere
was only going to be three students, he
calledthestate. Stateofficialstold himthey
wanted the school in Jenningsto stay open
thisyear and close properly. That way, the

decisions that need to be made about the
equipment, building and land can be made
intime, hesaid.

“Wejustwantedtodowhatisbest for the
kids,” said Mr. Hart. “With having school
herethisyear, thosekidswho wantedto go
herecan.”

Theschool haseight employees, hesaid,
all contracted beforethey knew the enroll-
mentwouldbejust threekids. Thoseinclude
Mr. Hart as part-time superintendent; Lois
Heilman, board clerk and administrative
assistant; Kathy Randolph, teacher and li-

brarian; Denise Carter, teacher, Diane
Carter, elementary and musicteacher; Mary
Wahlmeier, aide; Carol Carter, cook and
custodian; and Robert Schillig, custodian
anddriver.

Mr. Hart said the students have a home
room together and then they break out into
different roomswith different teachersfor
certain subjects. That way, he said, the
teachersget toteach thesubjectsthey want.

They are also running apreschool for 3-

and 4-year-olds. There are six kidsin pre-
(See SCHOOL on Page5A)

Water restrictions
lifted asof today

TheOberlin City Council agreed
Thursday to lift watering restric-
tionseffectivetoday.

Mayor Ken Shobe said City Ad-
ministrator Gary Shikeand Willard
Perrin with the water department
had recommended that the city end
even/odd water restrictions.

For thelast few weeks, with sev-
eral inchesof rain, thecity hasused
barely over 500,000 gallons of wa-
ter aday.

The city has been on therestric-
tionsall summer, meaningthat resi-
dents could basically water every
other day intheearly morningor late
at night. There was no outside wa-

tering allowed on Monday.

Thecity didn’tgiveany ticketsfor
those who watered when they
weren’'t supposed to, police said,
thoughtherewereseveral warnings.

In the last week of water restric-
tions, the city pumped:

* 447,000 gallons on Monday,
Sept. 5.

* 394,000 gallons on Tuesday,
Sept. 6.

* 417,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
* 341,000 gallonson Thursday.
» 408,000 gallonson Friday.

* 493,000 gallonson Saturday .
» 393,000 gallonson Sunday.

Champs
return
home

TEAM MEMBER Gary
Anthony showed hiswife
Cathy (above) apicture of
the 1955 team at arecep-
tion at the high school Fri-
day after the Red Devil
football game. Clint
Corder (left) looked at
some team memorabilia
Twenty-one members of
the original 1955 team re-
turned Friday for areunion.
They werethelast Oberlin
team to be undefeated.

— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

Parent asksfor
crosswvalks
on busy stredts

At the request of a parent, the
OberlinCity Council isconsidering
markingthecrosswa ksat Commer-
cial and Cass, which are used by
many students from Oberlin El-
ementary School afew blockstothe
north.

At ameeting last Thursday, the
council discussed the crosswalks.
Shanna Long, mother of afirst
grader, had called Councilman Jay
Anderson about theidea. Thereisa
fairamount of trafficat that intersec-
tion, he said, so it couldn’t hurt to
mark the crosswalks.

Thereisalot of trafficthere, said
Mayor Ken Shobe, and the lines
would needtobepaintedfrequently.

Cost of thesignsandpaintismini-
mal for thenumber of kidswhowalk
that way, said Dr. Anderson. Mr.
Shikesaidthecrosswalk might have
to be designated as a school cross-
ing by ordinance.

The council discussed marking
onecrosswalk across Cassand one
acrossCommercial.

Are the kids unable to cross the
street without thecrosswalk ?asked
Councilman Rob McFee. It seems
likethemarkingandsignswouldbe
more for the drivers than the kids,
said Councilman Ray Ward.

Mr. McFee said heisn't against
marking acrosswalk, but why after
all theseyears? Driversseemto be
getting tlessconscientious, replied
Mayor Shobe.

Council
Countdowvwn

Atameeting last Thursday, the
Oberlin City Council:

+ Agreed to allow stores to sell
beer and alcohol on Sundays, al-
though the change was protested
by one Oberlin pastor. Story be-
low.

+ Discussed marking cross-
walksinattheintersection of Com-
mercial and Cass. Story at left.

+ Approved a bid of $2,932 for
soilsamplestobetakeninthearea
where the new waste water treat-
ment plant will be built. Story to
come.

+ Talked with the county ambu-
lance director about putting an ex-
ternal defibrillatorin The Gateway,
which the mayor said was OK.
Story to come.

* Heard a request from one
member to get information about
condemning abuilding downtown.
Story on Page 5A.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch saic
the police chief may designate an
areafor a crosswalk. The council
decided to table the crosswalk re-
quest until the next meeting on
Thursday, Sept. 22.

Sunday salesOK’d
by City Council;
petitionispossble

TheOberlinCity Council saidyes
Thursday to Sunday sales of beer
and alcohol, though one preacher
protested.

Pastor Steve Smith said he was
against selling a cohol on Sundays.
Hewasthe only opposition.

Sherry Brown, owner of Fine
Spiritsliquor store, asked thecoun-
cil tolet stores sell acohol on Sun-
days at the last meeting in August.
The council decided to get some
public comment and get an ordi-
nancetyped.

ThelL egislaturedecidedthisyear
to let citiesand counties have alo-
cal option on Sunday sales.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he had one person call who
didn’ t think selling al cohol on Sun-
day was necessary. Council mem-

bers said they had afew talk with
themwho wereinfavor of the Sun-
day sales.

Alcohol and beer could be solo
anywherethat currently sellsthem.
Thereisno extralicensing fee.

The council approved the ordi-
nance, which will be published
twice in the The Oberlin Herald.
Theordinancewill gointoeffect 61
daysfrom publication, unlessthere
isapetition against it with enough
signaturesto force an election.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch saic
Pastor Smithtal kedwithhimonFri-
day about starting apetitionagainst
Sunday sales, but nothing has been
approved.

Any petition has to be approved
by thecity attorney beforeit can be
signed.

Student’ swork published inmagazine
Boy writesabout hisfirst gun

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

AnEnglishpaperturnedintoa
dlot in anational group’s maga-
zine for a Decatur Community
High School senior.

Jeremy Tally said his English
teacher, Brenda Breth, assigned
an autobiography last year.

One part was supposed to be
about the happiest day of your
life. For him, Jeremy said, the
happiest day was when he pur-
chased hisfirst gun.

Mrs. Breth, said Jeremy, kept
saying how good his piece was
and how shewantedhimtorevise
the story so it could be on the
school website. Hesaid he came
upwiththeideaof e-mailingitto

Editor’s Note: Jeremy Taly
wrote this story for his English
class at Decatur Community
High School. Itwaspublishedin
theNational RifleAssociation’s
junior magazine.

I’m surethere are lots of hap-
pier momentsin my life besides

theonel amabout totalk about. |
know | can name a few more
Tally adventures. But, | will tell
you of onestory that changed my
life.

It wasmid-October, 2001, and
Dale' sFish ‘N’ Fun was having
its yearly sale. An anxious boy

(SeeMONEY on Page5A)

theNational Rifle Association.
He sent the story during last
school year, hesaid, and it took the
groupalongtimetoget back tohim.
Jeremy said hethought theassocia-

tion had thrown the story away and
thenhereceivedaletter sayingthey
needed pictures.

Theletter said that the story was
goingtorunintheassociation’ sjun-

ior magazine, In Sghts. Jeremy
said heisn’tajunior member and
didn’t know anything about the
magazine.

“lwasreally excited,” hesaid.
“1 didn’t think they would even
think twice about runningit.”

Jeremy said writing is some-
thingheenjoysand maybesome-
thinghewill pursueinthefuture.
He said heis also looking into
engineering.

He said he enjoys hunting,
starting when he was about 10
with hisdad, Eugene.

Inschool, heisamember of the
Drama Club, TACT, Science
Club, National Honor Society
and theroboticsclub.




* School
will
close

(Continued from Page 1A)
school. Theschool isn’t getting any
state money for the preschool, but
Mr.Hart saidthey feel they arehelp-
ingthesekidsget astartinlife.

Theschool isstill providingahot
lunch for theninekids.

For sure, he said, thisisthe last
year for the Jennings School . Heand
the board are going to finalize ev-
erything withthe stateto seewhere
the building, equipment, land and
money will goandthey hopetohave
everything decided by February.

Although the school board can
make recommendations on where
everything goes, he said, the state
board getsto makethe decisions.

Theschool hasabudget thisyear
of $881,000, with $423,146 of that
inthegeneral fund budget.

If the district has capital outlay
money or local option budget
money left, itwill bedividedupwith
theland. Hesaidtherewill bemoney
left; hejustisn’t surehow muchand
which of the neighboring districts
will get what.

With the students being con-
tracted, they are enrolled in the
Jennings District for budget pur-
poses, then Jennings pays so much
per student tothedistrict they attend.

The Jennings District has afull-
timeequivalency of 121/2 students,
whichiswhat thestateai depayment
isbased on, thesuperintendent said.

“We feel the schoolsin Oberlin
and Hoxiewho have contracted the
kids have done a wonderful job,”
said Mr. Hart. “We haven't heard
any complaintsandthekidsseemto
be happy.”

Some of the students decided to
go to Norton this year, but they
aren’'t contracted through the dis-
trict.

Theboard hasdoneal ot of work,
listened to the patrons and tried to
haveall of thishappenina positive
way, hesaid. Sofar, theyear isgo-
ingsmoothly, thankstothecoopera-
tion of everyoneinvolved.

Crew
may get
newdozer

The Decatur County road and
bridge department might begetting
anew dozer tohel pwithblading the
roads and other work.

Atthemeeting Tuesday, Aug. 30
Supervisor Tim Stallman said heis
goingtolook at a2002 D5M Cater-
pillar dozer with 2,300 hours on it.
He plansto have the dozer brought
herefor ademonstration.

Thedozer wouldhaveayear war-
ranty. Thebladeonthemachineisa
new kind that will tilt, he said.

Mr. Stallman said thisisthekind
of dozer they arelooking for.

The crew has been working on
removing weeds, he said, but since
it has been raining it has been hard
to do. The county roadsarein good
shape, hesaid, but thecrew hasbeen
spot blading. Hesaidthey havea so
been working on a soft spot on the
Hall Road.

Thecrewistryingtogetall of the
roadsinshapeforthefall harvest, he
said.

Mr. Stallman said he needed to
purchase some diesel fuel and was
hopingtohaveasupplier committo
aprice, but was unable to get any-
one to. He said he planned to con-
tinue to work on it throughout the
week.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard that the Oberlin School
District had decided not to rent
spaceintheshopinNorcatur tostore
aschool bus.

* Heard that the bridge projects
have been slowed down because of
therain last month.

A Capdla
grouptosing

The Denver A Capella Project
will open the Western Plains Arts
A ssoci ation season with aprogram
at 3 p.m. on Sunday at the Atwood
High School Auditorium.

Featuring three sets of spouses,
two sets of siblings and two sets of
in-laws, Denver A Capella Project
isafamily affair. Their showshigh-
light the group’ s love for different
musical styles, whether they are
crooning jazz tune or belting out a
gospel number.

Admission is by season ticket or
$10for adultsand $5for studentsat
thedoor.
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WITH ONE EYE SHUT, Jeremy Tally aimed

(Continued from Page 1A)

et 2

Bop

relieved.

his Tally Wroté an essay about buying the gun for his English
110GL X P3 Savagerifle, thefirst gun he ever bought. Mr. classwhichwaslater published in anational magazine.

* Money savedto buy boy’sfirg rifle

counted his money. There was somein ajar,
someonthe*you owemeboard,” and somein
the bank. Just enough.

He had been dreaming about this moment.
Thiswasthefirst thing over 20 bucks he had
bought on hisown. Hetook one morelook on
theInternet to find theright one.

“Dad, Mom, can we go to Dale’s now,
please?’ heasked.

Sofinally they left for the one place he had
wanted so badly to goto for weeks.

Whenthey got there, hesat quietly, waiting
histurninthebusy store. Finally, BobWoolsey
said, “What will it be for you?” The boy un-
foldedthepaper that wasnow almost wrinkled
beyond recognition. Thereon the paper wasa
left-hand model 110GL X P3 Savage.

“Good choice,” Bob said, as he looked it
over. “What caliber would you likeitin?’

Theboy stopped; hehadn’ t thought of every-
thing.

“Um,well, Dad, um, | guessinthe.243cali-
ber. No. Yeah, .243,” theboy said.

Bobreplied, “Well what caliber would you
likeitinif | can’t find that one? Maybe a.25-
06 Remingtonwould do?’

“Y eah, that will do,” said the boy, looking

A few days passed, and he waited by the
phonefor that call. Did heget that call ?No, his
Momdid. Dale sfound onein .25-06. Helater
learnedit wasapretty hard find. Savagemakes
only 1,000 of thesameriflesbefore producing
thenext model. Theboy gavethe OK togetthe
rifle, and he went back to the waiting game.
Timestandsstill whenwaiting. Minutesseemed
likedays. Soonthose minutesadded uptodays
and that call camein.

“We got it. Come pick it up when you are
ready,” said Bob.

Theboy rounded up Dad andthey headed out.
They rode up to the peach building, casually
walked inside, and waited for the box.

Now abox isjust abox, likeit wastreasure
chest. Thereitwas, thebluested attachedtothe
wal nut stock witha3x9x32 mm Simmonsscope
on thetop. It was perfect. Eyes gleaming, the
boy said, “1 loveit.”

Dadreachedfor thecheckbook sincetheboy
was hot old enough to buy it on hisown. Dad
wrote the check for the gun and some ammo,
another thingtheboy forgot toconsider. Hegot
back intothepickup, holdingthebox likeit was
a safe with grandma s jewelsin it. They got
home; hetook it out of the box, which he still

|

hastoday, and almost cried.

“Now you better goand cleanit upjust like
| showedyou,” hisdad said.

Thatwasa mostthreeyearsago. If youdidn’t
figureit out, that boy was me. | till havethe
rifle. A new Bushnell 5x15x40 mm scope, a
Versa-Pod bipod, and a new dling have been
added tothe .25-06.

| really credit that gun for giving mewhat |
have today. Back then | didn’t have many
friends. | wasn’t good at much besidesschool -
work. When| boughtthat rifle, it sparked some-
thing in meto want to know more about guns.
Today, my knowledgehasincreased greatly. |
am a member of www.gunandgame.com,
wherel talk to peoplejust likemeon different
subjects. | have even thought of becoming a
gunsmithwhen | grow up.

That riflehastaken mefar. It put mewherel
needto be. Somesay | should sell it, and | just
laugh. | can’t sell somethingwiththat muchhis-
tory, that muchinspiration. | know | owealot
tothatrifle.

Sowhenthat day comes, when someonewiill
arguethat gunsshouldbeillegal, | will bethere
tofight. Andfight I will, for my right, my love,
my passion, andthat oneriflethat changed my
life.”

Bridgeplansredone
tomakeit longer

Decatur County commissioners
found out that thesixth bridgeinthe
summer project needs to be longer
to meet Kansas Department of
Transportation guidelines.

The commissioners talked with
Lloyd Johnsonof Husker Steel, who
saidthesixthbridgeisthelastinthe
project for the summer.

Thebridgewill be47feetlong, he
said, instead of 40 feet. It is about
three miles west and one and one-
half miles south of Clayton.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman saidthecrew hadfinished
thefifthbridge, whichwas3.8miles
southand 3.8 mileswest of Oberlin.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
presented a contract with SBC for
911 emergency telephone service
which Dispatcher Jeanne Pachner
had brought to the commissioners
the previousweek.

The contract is for the new pro-
gramincluding new computersand
everything. Itincludes$120,000in
grant money that the county hasn’t
received yet.

Council
may ook
at shop

Member asks
about demolition

With the old donut shop down-
town deteriorating, a City Council
member asked Thursday how the
city would condemn abuilding anc
how muchit would cost.

Councilman Jay Anderson saic
he would like to know the process,
costs, reasons for condemning anc
any other information about it. He
saidhedoesn’tthink thebuildingis
going to beimproved and it contin-
uesto deteriorate.

Dr. Anderson said he wants the
information beforethenext council
meeting. Thiswill givetimefor pub-
licinput and maybe the owner will
say what he’ splanningtodowiththe
building.

Therearerodentsinthebuilding,
said Councilman Joe Stanley. Dr.
Andersonsaidlasttimehelooked at
thebuilding, theroof wasfallingin.

City Foreman Dan Castlesaid he
talked with Solomon El ectric about
the new transformer which the city
isinstalling. Itisready togoandthey
are waiting on Mid-States Energy
Works, whichiswaitingfor acircuit
breaker to comefrom Florida.

Mr. Castle said he thinks the
transformer and circuit breaker will
beinstalled by Thanksgiving.

The back hoe the city bought
should be here anytime, too. Mr.
Castlesaiditiscoming out of Geor-
gia

At the request of council mem-
bers, Mr. Castle mapped all of the
asphalt streetsin Oberlin. Hesaid he
marked all of them in blue and the
worst onesin red. With the price of
oil, hesaid, hehasnoideahow much
it would cost to replacethe streets.

In other business, the council:

» Appointed Deanna Castle, city
clerk, asthevoting delegatefor the
upcoming L eague of Kansas Mu-
nicipalitiesmeeting.

« Agreed to have an organiza-
tional meeting at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 29 at The Gateway for
anyoneinterested in Sappal aketc
organize a committee. The mayor
has sent out |etters to committees
and organizations because he i<
looking for moreand broader inpuit.

County

Countdowvwn

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers:

* Approved application for a
matching grant for a new ambu-
lance. Story to come.

* Found out that the last bridge
inthe summer project needstobe
a little longer due to the Kansas
Department of Transportation
guidelines. Story at left.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
hewantedtowaittodiscussthecon-
tract until Commissioner Doyle
Brownwasback, sincehewasn't at
the mesting.

In other business, commission-
ers:
» Approved flying theflag at half
staff in honor of Supreme Court
Chief Justice William Rehnquist.

+ Old Radios
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+ Antique Table Top Display case (needs
glass replaced)
* Several long store counters - one

* Parts of early day kitchen cupboard
* Kitchen cabinets (miscellaneous)
* Iron skillets and odds and ends

« Children’s chairs from U.M. Church
+ Old Air Compressor

+ 3 piece Aunt Jemima salt and pepper
and pitcher. F&F Series

\
=
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Sunday, September 25, 2005 « 1:00 p.m.

Lamb Mercantile Building on Bellview Ave.

(Main Street) Winona, KS

Machine

Food and Drinks provided by the Winona 4-H!

Partial Listing:

+ 2 Oak shelving units original fixtures
in the Paul Jones Hardware owned by
the Lamb family since 1934

+ 2 Original Oak Bolt Bins

« Firestone store fixtures
« Old Burroughs Portable Adding

+ Old Coffee Grinder
* 5 Gal. LP Cylinders

« Cabinet Humidifier

» Small Speed Queen Clothes dryer
(Used very little)
+ Gladiron Ironer

* Used Siegler Furnace

» Used Lear LP Upright room heater
* New Dearborn Upright room heater
* New Infa Red Radiant Heaters

» New Dearborn Unvented Gas Heater

+ National Biscuit Co. Covers used on
bulk cookie boxes years ago.

+ Used Corning Ware Cook Top

* 2 Used Bathroom lavatories (one to

be built into a cabinet)
* Queen size Mattress and Box Springs
* Double Bed, Mattress and springs
» 1979 Cadallic DeVille (low mileage)

* Puzzles
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+ Paper Back Books
« Iron Skillets and Misc. dishes
* Old Sunbeam Mixmaster Mixer

Odd and End items too numerous
to mention!!

Questions:
Call Jean Lowe at
785-846-7637



