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City, county need toplan
for most likely disaster

County Attorney SteveHirschaskedapretty
good question the other day:

Arewe planning for theright emergency?

Decatur County and othersin the areaare
busy polishing up bioterrorism and animal
health plansfor thestate. Thecountiesexpect
abonanzaof federal money by sendinginthe
plansstate and federal officialswant.

But what isthe chanceof terroristsplanting
abiological bomb amidst Kansas wheat or a
devastating diseasein our livestock?

As New Orleans and Texas have learned,
Mother Nature isthe one most likely to pack
apunch.

InKansas, we' redtill alot morelikely todeal
with atornado or aflood than abioterrorism
incident. Man-made chemical spills, explo-
sions, planecrashes, buswrecks, firesand di-
sasters are alot more likely than terrorist
bombs.

Intheend, it won't matter much what kind
of disaster weface, though. A disaster disrupts
communication, killsand maims, cuts roads
and telephonelines, downstowers, threatens
homesand families.

And someone has to be ready to face the
destruction, make sense out of the situation,
restore order and begin the cleanup.

The county and city working together have
to beready for that.

Police and fire departments, the health de-
partment and the sheriff will respond.

Who will be in charge? Where will they
meet?What will they do?Canthey al talk with
each other? Will they know how to act asa
team?

The shocking answer in Decatur County is
that themain emergency planning committee
hasn’t met in more than a decade. No oneis
sure who should be on it, or how a disaster
would be met.

Jim getsspace

County commissioners moved quickly to
change that. Plans will be updated and roles
inadisaster defined.

That’ svital.

In adisaster, whether atornado or aplane
crash, lines of authority need to be clear.
Preparationsmadeinadvancewill smooththe
responses.

There needsto be an emergency command
post, for instance. Decatur County used to
have one, but the van wore out and wasnever
replaced.

Security needsto be established. The play-
ers need to know their roles. Permits need to
beissued to those permitted inthe area, such
as emergency workers, utility crews and re-
porters, and others need to be kept at bay.

Law enforcement needs to maintain order
and prevent looting, and yes, that could hap-
pen here, evenif onasmall scale.

Andthroughall of this,we’ll havetorely on
our ownresources, becausehelpwill behours
away at best. Reinforcements from the state
or the National Guard, if things get that bad,
could takeaday or twoto arrive.

By that time, local officials should have
thingswell inhand.

If thereisaplan. If everyoneknowswhat to
do.

When something does happen — fire, tor-
nado or terrorist plot—thingswon’tgoright.
They never do in the heat of battle. Y ou just
can’'t anticipate all the problems nature will
throw at you.

Butthey’ll goalot better if thereisaplan, if
peopleget training and if thereisgood coop-
eration both hereand with neighboringtowns.

Thecommissionersdidtheright thingwhen
they got theball rolling onthis.

—SeveHaynes

sodoesher car

Thisismy absolutefavoritetime
of year. Crisp, clear mornings.
Slightly cool, yet warm-in-the-sun
days. And nightsjust chilly enough
to need ablanket.

If there were someplace on earth
whereitislikethisall year ‘round, |
would move there. But since there
isn't, I'll just stay in Kansasand en-
joyitwhileitlasts.
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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Jim is a hard-working man. Al-
most always, he has another job
lined up before he finishes his last
one. Therefore, he’s usually on a
dead run.

He' Il dump hisconcretetool sof f
inthegarage, |oad up carpentry tools
and take off. Next time, he' [l dump
the carpentry tools and start work-
ing onawindmill.

Consequently, over the years,
things got a little disorganized.
When | suggested Jennifer and |
could help him get organized, it
struck fear in his heart because he
translated “organized” into us
throwing hisstuff away.

Weassuredhimwewouldnotdis-
card anythingwithout hisapproval.

“Fair enough,” he said, and the
deal wasstruck.

For more than a month, we had
beenplanninga“ cleansweep” day.
Saturday wouldbe THE day. Maybe
| should havecalledit GTGCO Day

— that’s Get The Garage Cleaned
Out Day.

| knew Jimwasgoingtobesensi-
tive about his*“ stuff,” so to lighten
themood, | madesignsfor theback
yard. Themorningof GTGCO Day,
| sneaked out beforethesuncameup
and nailed themtotrees, hungthem
from the gazebo and propped them
upinrosebushes.

Unlikethesignsonthetelevision
show that only distinguish between
“Keep,” “Sdl” and “Trash,” these
were signs that designated the dif-
ferent categories into which we
wouldsortthings. | had“ Electrical,”
“Automotive,” “Tools,” “Plumb-
ing,” “Wood,” “Misc.” and, of
course, thedreaded “TRASH.” He
thoughtitwasfunny, butitreally did
help uskeep things sorted.

Now, Jimkind of dragshisfeeton
aproject likethis, but once started,
he' slikeamachine. Hewon't quit.
| was proud of him. Hethrew away

lotsmorethan| thought hewould or
could. He' sbuilding shelving units
and a big, solid work bench with a
metal top, just likehealwayswant-
ed, andlotsof storagespace. | know
heappreciated our help, and | know
he'll beevenmoreproductiveinhis
new space.

| have an admission to make,
though. | had an ulterior motivein
al this.

Now, | can park my car inside.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

But glory, honour, and
peace, toevery manthat work-
eth good, to the Jew first, and
alsototheGentile; For thereis
no respect of persons with
God.

Romans?2: 10, 11
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Therésjusnoplacelikehome

If | stayed at home, I'd want to
travel. Sincel’montheroad all the
time, I'd liketo stay home.

Steve and | figured that we were
goingtobeinfivebedsinsix days.

Last Wednesday, we headed for
Concordiato seemy mother and go
toafuneral, thenonto Lawrenceto
See our son.

We spent the night at the Spring-
hill SuitesinLawrenceandtook our
dailywakaongthelevy of theKan-
sas River. The levy in Lawrence
looks good and theriver runs plac-
idly until it hits a dam right above
our hotel. The spill over thedamis
quiteashow.

On Thursday, we headed toward
Kansas City to get some barbecue
for lunch. Ribs and barbecue beef
aresomeof thethingswemissfrom
our former livesascity dwellerson
the Kansas-Missouri line.

From Kansas City, we headed
west and south to the Lake of the
Ozarks, our final destination. We
weretheretorepresenttheNational
Newspaper Association at the an-
nual Missouri Press Association
meeting.

We spent the next three daysand
two nights at the Four Seasons Re-
sort onthelake. I'm not complain-
ing, mind you, but the Lake of the
Ozarksisamuch cooler placefor a
convention thantheHoliday Innin
Topeka or Manhattan, which is
where the Kansas Press holds its

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes
cahaynes@nwkansas.com

~

J

conventions.

On Saturday, wesaid good-byeto
our friendsin Missouri and headed
back towards Kansas City for an-
other round of barbecue.

After alate lunch, we made the
run across Kansas. We finally got
home about 10:30 Saturday night
and it wasgoodto sleepinour own
bed after three daysof travel.

Sunday morning after church, we
madelunch, but whenwestartedto
clean up, the garbage disposal
choked and started spitting stuff
backintothesink. Steveaccusedme
of putting too much vegetable mat-
ter down the drain, and since that
wastrue, | told himitwashisfault.

However, when | went down-
stairstorunaload of clothes, | found
that the sewer was backing up. We
didn’'t have abig problem, yet, just
a pool of dirty water around the
drain. However, it wasn’t going
down, and any additional water
down any pipe in the house would
cause thewater around the floor to

rise.

We figured we couldn’t do any
moredishesor clothes, flushthetoi-
let or take a shower. Since it was
Sunday and we couldn’t find &
plumber who would answer his
phone, we decided to spend the
night at the LandMark Inn. We
needed showers after working
around the house al afternoon.

Monday, the plumber came anc
we were back into our home and
bed, if only for anight.

Tuesday wewere dlated to leave
for Milwaukee for the annual Na-
tional Newspaper A ssociation con-
vention.

That’ sonenightinLawrence, two
at the L ake of the Ozarks, two non-
consecutive nights at home, one at
the LandMark and severa in Mil-
walkee.

| lovetotravel and | really enjoy
going places and meeting people,
but I’ mgoingtobeready tobehome
for awhile, let metell you.

With running water, of course.

Congressneedstotlghten belt

Our nation findsitself at across-
roads following the devastation
caused by HurricaneKatrina.

Thousandsof liveshave been &f -
fected, and thousands more have
sacrificed and openedtheir heartsto
relievethe suffering of victims.

While Americans have given
much, Congress has been slow to
learnthat being good stewardsof the
taxpayer dollar alsorequiresalittle
sacrifice. Congress has provided a
much needed $65 billionindisaster
relief — arecord level in our na-
tion’s history — but has yet to
tightenitsbelttoreducespendingin
noncritical areasin order to pay for
thisaid.

Instead, Congressappearspoised
topassontheburden of record defi-
citsto future generations. Asmore
aid is needed in the coming weeks
and months, we must ensure this
natural disaster does not become a
financial disaster for our country.

The magnitude of rebuilding the
Gulf Coast region requires Con-
gresstomakesacrifices, evenif they
fall closeto home.

| am calling on my colleaguesto
adopt aone-year moratoriumonall
2006 legislative earmarks. Last
year, members secured nearly
14,000 special projects, totaling $27
billion.

Delayingtheseprojectsfor ayear

|OnthePotomac
By U.S.Rep. JerryMoran

jerry.moran@mail .house.gov
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isareasonablesacrificemembersof
Congress can make. | also have
sponsored legislation to postpone
fortwoyearstheM edicareprescrip-
tiondrug benefit, except for seniors
with the highest financia need.

Thisdelay of full implementation
will save taxpayershbillions of dol-
lars. In this time of overstretched
budgets, our country cannot afford
thisexpensive program.

Now morethanever, itistimefor
Congressto get seriousabout exer-
cisingfiscal responsibility. Ascriti-
cal resourcesareprovidedfor recov-
eringand rebuildingthe Gulf Coast
communities, itisimportant proper
controls are put in place to ensure
taxpayer money isspentwisely and
reachesthosewho needit.

There is also much room to re-
form the federal budget processin
ways that eliminate wasteful, un-
necessary andinappropriatespend-
ing. | am pleasedto supportlegisla
tionled by Kansasdel egation mem-

bersSen. Sam Brownback and Rep.
Todd Tiahrt that establishesacom:-
mission to independently review
federal programsin order to elimi-
natethosewhichareoutdated, irrel-
evant or inefficient.

| am also supporting a Constitu-
tional amendment to requirethefed-
eral government to balanceitsbud-
get. Almost every state, including
Kansas, is required to balance its
booksby year’ send, just asyouand
| dowith our budgets at home.

Thetimefor fiscal disciplineand
accountability islongoverdueinour
nation’s capital. As we reach this
crossroads, the decisions of Con-
gress will affect generations tc
come. | have no doubt that Ameri-
canswill cometogether and recover
from the devastation left by Hurri-
caneKatrina.

Members of Congress must now
step up and work together to ensure
thefinancial futureof Americadoes
not become another victim.

Gun photobad examplefor youth
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| read with interest the Kimberly
Davisarticleinthe Sept. 14issueof
The Oberlin Herald. Kudosto Jer-
emy Tally for hisaccomplishment.

While | was entertained by his
interestingandwell-writtenstory, |
was disturbed by the photo accom-
panying the article. Quoting from
the Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries“Hunter Edu-
cation Student Manua,” “whenever

you handle afirearm, aways keep
the muzzle pointed in a safe direc-
tion.”

| vividly recall learning the same
thing in the gun safety course | had
with Neal Russell in Oberlin many
yearsago. Evenif thephotographer

wasn’'t directly behind the camera

and thereby looking straight down

thebarrel of thatrifle, theperception

isthere, setting alife-threatening
examplefor children.

Heidi M. Lesinski

Great Falls, Va.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Colorado: Avis Davis, Engle-
wood; Bill Wahrman, Strasburg;
Robert Walker, Hudson; Linda
Bunney, Jeff Martin, Aurora; Mary

Groneweg, L akewood; JohnWells,
Flagler; Mrs. C.E. Brandhorst,
Colorado Springs; Mrs. Goldie
Moore, Loveland; RalphMarcuson,
Centennial;

Texas: Mrs.Bob Scherzer, Rock-
port; Shirley Frerichs Zanta, San

Antonio; Rex McGowne, San An-
gelo; Marjorie Nondorf, Bellaire;
Nathan Moore, Chireno; Shelly
Ahrens, Dallas;

Nebraska: Harry Eiler, Ray
Berndt, McCook; Brett Carr, Kear-
ney; FrancisHaag, Bartley;



