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Musaeum
teemson
Saturday

Kids ran around the museum
grounds Saturday with their faces
painted, carrying crossbowsmade
out of wood and an arrow with an
eraser ontheend.

With the sun shining, kids
played while their parents looked
at vendor boothsduringtheannual
Mini SapaCelebration. Therewere
Pampered Chef items, books for
kids, homemade candles, jewelry,
decorationsfor thehome, makeup
and more. Some shopped for
Christmas presents while others
just looked.

Many toured the museum for
free, looking at artifacts from the
past and | earning about the history
of thearea.

All day, the Last Indian Raid
Museumwasfull of people.

First thing in the morning came
the big pancake feed. Curator
Sharleen Wurm said she thought
around 150 were served.

Atlunchtime, somewho had | eft
returned for apolish sausage, pork
burger or bratwurst for lunch.

At 2 p.m., the bell of theold St.

-

.-

Inthe tnoon, St. Mark’s

Church was opened and visi-
Betsy Jakowski worked with wool to make rugs and wall tors, including this woman (below), got a chance to look

hangingsat Mini SapaDaysat theL ast IndianRaidMuseum. around. — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Mark’ sLutheran Churchrangand
the doorswere opened to the pub-
licby BeeNelsonfor thefirsttime
sinceitwasmovedtothemuseum
grounds this summer. People
walked around the church, while
some settled into one of the pews
and caught upwithfriends. Anice
creamsocial followedintheBohe-
mian Hall with music by Ron

Temple' sGospel

The museum board isworking
onrestoringthechurchtoitsorigi-
nal condition.

At 2 p.m. Bee Nelson put on an
ice cream social in the Bohemian
Hall while Ron Temple and his
gospel group, including Edla
Olson, MyrnaJones, LoisCarlson
and Phil Erickson, performed.

-

On Sunday afternoon, Pastor
Charlotte Strecker-Baseler offici-
atedat arededicationserviceat the
churchat 5p.m., followedby apot-
luck supper at the Bohemian Hall.

“It was a wonderful weekend,
which many enjoyed,” said Mrs.
Wurm. “I want to thank everyone
who took part or helped in any

way.

Devilsfootball will be3A next season

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

With an enrollment increasethis
year, theDecatur Community High
football team will move back up to
Class3A next year, gettingawhole
new set of opponents for the state
playoffs.

Last year and thisyear, the foot-
ball team played smaller schoolsin
Class 2A, said Athletic Director
Randy Olson.

Kansas has six classifications of
schools, starting with the highest

enrollment schools and working
down. There are 32 Class 6A
schools, 32in5A,64in4A,64in3A,
62in2A andtherest are 1A.

If enrollment at the big schools
fluctuate, Mr. Olson said, it can
movethe other schoolsaround and
some schools move back and forth
from 5A to 6A.

The football classification is
based ontheenrollment of students
intheninth, 10thand 11thgrades. It
issetfortwoyears.. Next seasonand

in2006, theRed Devil football team
will play in Class 3A.

Onething that will changeisthe
Red Devils' opponents for district
and post-seasonplay. Thisyear, Mr.
Olson said, thefootball teamisina
Class 2A district with Hoxie, Hill
City and Stockton. Hesaidhehasn't
gottentheinformationabout where
the Devilswill fit into the 3A dis-
tricts, but theteamswill bedifferent.

The football team will fill the
schedule with Northwest Kansas

L eague schoolsjust like they do
now, he said. Theteam won't play
oneof theleagueteamsnext season,
said Mr. Olson, but heisn't sure
which one. None of the league
schoolsisclassified 3A, sothedis-
trict will bedifferent teams.

For al other sports and other ac-
tivities, hesaid, theclassisbasedon
enrollmentinthe10th, 11thand 12th
grades. That classification changes
each year. Currently, he added, the

(See TEAM on Page5A)

County
guestions
votingrules

Law requiresmachines
tohdpdisabledvoters

ByKIMBERLY DAVIS

TheHelp AmericaVote Act will
cost Decatur County at least
$10,000 a year in maintenance for
two voting machines, county com-
missionersheard last Tuesday, and
that won't allow any voting in the
threesmaller cities.

The act was designed to make it
easier for those with disabilitiesto
vote. Thecounty, said County Clerk
MarilynHorn, alsothecounty elec-
tion officer, has to have two ma-
chines designed to help handi-
capped voters. One hasto be at the
courthouseat al timesand oneat the
polling place. For example, if there
is one polling place for the county
at TheGateway, onemachineneeds
to be there, but there also needs to
be one in the courthouse in case
someone needsto usethat.

Mrs. Horn said the county hasto
havetheback-upincaseonebreaks
down. Theoneintheclerk’soffice
will beused for advancevoting.

The county hasto supply apoll-
ingmachineat each poll that isopen,
shesaid. They will till need paper
ballots because the machine can
only helpabout 150 votersinaday .

County
Roundup

At a meeting last Tuesday, the
Decatur County commissioners:

* Talked with the ambulance di-
rectoraboutrentinganambulance
for five or six months, but didn’t
make any decisions. Story on
Page 5A.

* Talked about the fireworks bill
forthe Fourth of July display each
yearand whatthey should do with
the money allotted for it. Story on
Page 3A.

+ Discussed the Help America
Vote Actand how many ofthe vot-
ing machines the county should
get. Story at left.

+ Decided to lower the price of
county history books from $100to
$50. Story on Page 5A.

After thefirst year, themachines
will cost the county $5,000 apiece
for maintenance. When thereis e
countywide election, for instance,

(SeeVOTING on Page5A)

Sunday sales
will bedecided
INn November

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheOberlin City Council agreed
toholdanélectiononTuesday, Nov.
8, tolet votersdecideif beer and al-
cohol should be sold on Sundays.
Ballotsmay besent by mail inhopes
of getting abigger turnout.

Sherry Brown, owner of Fine
Spirits, asked the council to allow
placesthat sell beer and alcohol to
do so on Sundays. The council ap-
proved the sales and published a
notice in The Oberlin Herald on
Wednesday, Sept. 14..

Pastor Steve Smith walked ape-
titionaroundtown, obtaining 50sig-
naturesto put the Sunday salesques-
tionontheballot. All butthreeof the
signatures were certified by the
County Clerk Marilyn Horn, who
servesasthecounty electionofficer.
The petition only needed 40 signa-
tures, however.

Ataspecial meetinglast Wednes-
day, the council approved the spe-
cial electionforthesecond Tuesday
inNovember.

Mrs. Horn sent the council anote
that her recommendation would be
toholdamail-ballot el ection, which
she thought would encourage &
higher turn out.

On average there has been a 35
percent turn out for city elections,
she said, which means the ballots
cost $2 per voter if 470 peopleturn
out.

Currently therearel,344 votersin
the city. Mrs. Horn estimated the
total cost around $2,500.

Thecouncil leftituptoMrs. Horn
if she wanted to do a mail-ballot
election.

Mrs. Hornsaidtheballotswill be
mailed out and then votersmust re-
turnthemback totheofficeby 7p.m.
on the day of the election. Ballots
can be mailed in or dropped off.
Therewould not beapolling place.
Ballotswould haveto be mailedin
or behand carriedtothecourthouse.

If the election is done by mail, it
will be the first time in Decatur
County.

County may need tore-establish emer gency planning group

TheDecatur County commissionersand
thehealthadministrator discussed re-estab-
lishing an emergency planning committee
tohelpwritean Animal HealthPlanandfor
disaster emergency operations.

Health Administrator Marilyn Gamblin
said she got aletter from the Kansas Ani-
mal Health Department asking about the
county’s Foreign Animal Disease Emer-
gency Plan. The county held two or three
meetingsabout theplan|ast year, but there

hasn’t been any work onit sincethen.

Thestatesaidtherearepeoplecoming out
from TetraTech, an organization the Kan-
sasAnimal Health Department hiredtohelp
counties write plans, next month to help
withtheplan, shesaid.

She said it would be good if the county
re-established the local emergency plan-
ning committee. Thecounty issupposedto
haveone, but Ms. Gamblinsaid shethinks
itisacommitteeby list only. It doesn’t ac-

tually meet.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch said he
thinksthelast time the committee met was
over 10yearsago. Helooked for thelist of
people on the committee during the meet-
ing last Tuesday, but wasunabletofindit.

Those on the committee from morethan
12yearsagoincluded representativesfrom
the commissioners/city council, law en-
forcement, emergency preparedness,
firefighters, EMT, Red Cross, health/medi-

cine, environment, hospital, transportation,
communications/media, community ser-
vice/civic groups and facility or industry
owner or operator.

Thecounty also needsNational | ncident
Management System training, said Mr.
Hirsch, which will help emergency work-
ersunderstand theterminol ogy onthedisas-
ter plan; anyonewho will participateinthe
event of adisaster or emergency including
the fire department, health department,

sheriff’s officers, police, commissioners
and others.

If they don’t, he said, then the county
won't be eligible for Federal Emergency
Management Agency money in case of &
disaster. Therealso are some grantswhich
the county won't be ableto get without the
training, said Mr. Hirsch.

Each department in the county is sup-
posedtohaveaplanif thereisadisaster. Ms.

(See COUNTY on Page5A)

The Oberlin Herald islooking for stories of vet-
eransfrom Decatur County who served during the
Korean War for aspecial section for VeteransDay
next month.

Thiswill bethefirst timethe newspaper will run
asection honoring veteransfromthe K orean War.

The veteran can submit the information, or any-
onecannominatearel ative or someonethey know,
living or deceased. Theideaistorunaprofileof six
toeight paragraphsoneachveteran, alongwithapic-
ture. Call Managing Editor Kimberly Davis at the

Paper wantsveterans stories

paper at 475-2206 or mail ininformati onabout what
your veteran did during the war, what branch he or
sheservedin, whereheor shelivesnow (or whenthe
veteran died), when he or sheretired and aphoto.

Photosshouldbeinauniform of theera, butif one
isnot available, alater photowill do.

Please include a phone number and contact per-
sonincasewehaveany questions. Mail information
to 170 S. Penn Ave. Oberlin, KS. 67749, or e-mail
at kldavis@nwkansas.com. ThedeadlineisWednes-
day, Oct. 26. All pictureswill bereturned.

StudentstoparadeFriday

Students at Decatur Community
High School started Homecoming
week Monday by dressing in pgja-
masfor theday.

Eachyear, studentshaveadiffer-
ent themefor each day of the week
leading up to the big game Friday
night. OnTuesday, thethemewasto
be hippie/bohemian; today it issu-
per heroday, on Thursday it will be
opposite/hat day and Friday isspirit
day.

Thisyear’ s Homecoming theme

for thefloatsissuper heroesandthe
window themeis “evil villains,”
both with acomic-book flavor.

Thursday night, students will
hold a bonfire, followed by last-
minute float decorating. Thefloats
canbeseenduringthehomecoming
paradeat 2:30 p.m. on Friday down
Main Street.

Each year, a homecoming king
and queen are named. Thisyear's
king candidatesare Denton Bailey,
Jesse Juenemann, Drew Martin, Joe

Mondero, Jonathon Richards and
Jason Thomas. Thekingwill bean-
nounced at the dancefollowing the
gameFriday.

Homecoming queen candidates
areWhitney Beinke, Nikki Lincoln,
LoraMarietta, Kaitlyn Stapp and
Anne Wasson. The queen will be
named during the spirit assembly
Friday.

The Red Devils will meet the
Oakley Plainsmenat 7 p.m. at Smick
Memorial Field.




Books
reduced

to$50

The Decatur County commis-
sioners decided last Tuesday to
lower the price of surplus county
history books from $100 to $50
each.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
he talked with some people who
thought $100 for one book wastoo
much. Maybe, he said, the prices
could be dropped to get the books
sold. Commissioner PatriciaGlenn
said sheagreedthat thepricewastoo
high.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
thecounty has$2,000inthefundfor
selling 20books. I stherearecord of
who purchased the books? asked
Commissioner Ralph Unger.

Y es, saidMrs. Horn, for themost
part.

If the price of the booksis re-
duced, said Mr. Unger, then those
who bought oenfor $100 should get
some kind of arefund. Only if the
buyer requests arefund, said Mrs.
Glenn.

The commissioners agreed to
lower the price to $50. The county
got the leftover books, printed in
1983 as a donation from the pub-
lisher.

They also agreed that the county
would give a$50 refund to anyone
who purchased the book at $100.
Thebuyer hastheright to either the
$50 or another book. The original
book hasto havebeen purchasedfor
$100fromthemuseum, Chamber of
Commerceor county. Inorder toget
arefund, thebuyer hasto haveproof
of purchased.

The offer of arefund of $50 or
another book isn’t good for people
who purchased their books when
they first cameout or thosewho pur-
chased oneat an auction.

Sarvice
may rent
atruck

Theambulancedirector askedthe
Decatur County commissioners if
hecouldleaseanambulancefor five
or six months since there are only
two trucks in Oberlin and one in
Jennings.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said he wanted to rent an
ambulance until the serviceisable
to get anew one.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
itwould be OK for Mr. Pomeroy to
seewhat hecouldfindfor aleaseand
bring proposal stothecommission-
ers.

Is the older ambulance decerti-
fied? said Commissioner Doyle
Brown. Yes, said Mr. Pomeroy.
Everything is out of it, the emer-
gency medical techniciansknow it
can't be used and thereisasignon
it stating it can’t be used. Besides,
said Mr. Pomeroy, the truck won't
start.

The service, said Mr. Pomeroy,
wason the schedul eto beinspected
by the state this week. He said he
was busy getting the paperwork
ready.

Withtheincreaseingasprices, he
asked if the county is going to
change its mileage reimbursement
rates. The commissioners already
accepted the I nternal Revenue Ser-
vice standards for mileage at 48.5
centsamilefor reimbursement, said
County Clerk MarilynHorn.

When people go places, such as
meetings, said Mr. Unger, they
should try to carpool as much as
possible.

Mr. Pomeroy saidthegrant appli-
cationforanew ambulancedid meet
the low-to-moderate income stan-
dard. Hesaid they might hear some-
thing in October about the grant if
the county doesn’t get it, but they
won't hear anythinguntil January if
the county doesget the grant.

Offices
toclose

All federal offices, banksand fi-
nancial institutionswill beclosedon
Monday for ColumbusDay.

TheOberlinHeraldwill beopen,
but since there is no mail service,
news and advertising copy may be
|eft at the officeor placedinthesl ot
onthefront door over theweekend.
Deadlineisnoon Monday.

Oberlinschoolswill beclosedon
Monday for teacher in-servicetrain-
ing. State, city and county offices
and most businesseswill beopenas
usual.
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(Continued from Page 1A)
high school isin Class 3A for ev-
erything but football.

He said there are 142 students
thisfall in 10thto 12th grades. To
beclassifiedas3A, theenrolIment
needsto fall between 132 to 206,

AT THE GAME FRIDAY in Atwood, quarterback
Denton Bailey handed theball off to Josh Fortin, whotried
to carry it up the middle. The Red Devils football team,

* Teamwill moveto Class3A infootbal

hesaid, so the high school will be
asmall 3A school.

The teams will still play the
sameteamsintheir league games
and matches this year, said Mr.
Olson. The only changes will be
for sub-state and regional tourna-

whichisinClass2A thisyear, will moveback upto 3A next

season. Game story, photo on Page 6A.
— Photo by Jonna Inman

ments. In western Kansas, Mr.
Olson said, 3A school arefew and
far between.
Fromanenrollment perspective,
thegainwill begoodfor thedistrict.
Fromacompetitiveperspective,
hesaid it is good, too. For the last

few years the sub-state tourna-
ments have been similar to a
|eague tournament becauseit has
been the same schools. Next sea-
son, the makeup of teams at sub-
statewill bedifferent, whichisn't
abad thing, hesaid.

*Votingmachines
could becostly

(Continued from Page 1A)

for president, Congress and state
offices, now there are five polling
placesincludingthecourthouse, the
Oberlin  American Legion,
Jennings, Dresden and Norcatur.
That would be $25,000 a year for
maintenance.

The figure doesn’t include the
machine the county hasto havein
the clerk’ s office, which is an an-
other $5,000. That meansthecounty
would pay $30,000 for the ma-
chines.

Atameeting in September, com-
missioners asked for public com-
ment about going to one polling
placein the county or spending the
money to keep five polling places
open.

Inorder topay the$30,000 main-
tenancebill, thecounty would have
to increase taxes by just under one
mill. A one mill increase would
bringin $31,651 and cost the aver-
age taxpayer around $5 for a
$50,000 house.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
asked what would happen if the
county wenttoonepolling placebut
moved it around each time. One
year, it could bein Oberlin, thenext
inJenningsandthenextinNorcatur.

What if thereisaline at the ma-
chineanditis7p.m.andtimeforthe
pollstoclose?asked Commissioner
Doyle Brown. Mrs. Horn said
people who arein line could come
inside and continueto vote, but the
door forthepollsarelockedat 7p.m.
andnooneelsewouldbeallowedin.

Mrs.Hornsaidif thereisonly one
polling place, therewill till bedif-
ferent counting boards for all the
precincts at The Gateway. So far,
she said, she has had three phone
callsandeachof themhavesaidthey
don’'t want the county to spend the
money.

The commissioners didn’t make
adecision. They meet every Tues-
day at the courthouse starting at 9
am. All meetings are open to the
public.

Council askschief
toget carsmoved

In a4-1 vote, the Oberlin City
Council decided to ask the police
chief tohavepeoplemovecarsthey
haveparkedat theold policestation
at the intersection of U.S. 36 and
U.S.83.

The only councilman who voted
against the action was Councilman
Rob McFee, whointhepast hasre-
ceived letters from the city about
inoperablecarson hisproperty.

Theday of themeeting, Sept. 22,
City Administrator Gary Shikesaid
therewereabout six vehiclesparked
onthecity-ownedlotwhichwerefor

Students
featured

Starting next week, The Oberlin
Herald will feature astudent of the
week from Decatur Community
High School, chosen by the staff at
theschool.

Any student, freshman through
senior, canbechosen. Thestudent’s
pictureand abrief outlineabout who
they are, parents, likes, dislikesand
goalswill beincluded.

Eachweek, AdvertisingManager
DaveBerglingwill belookingfor a
sponsor for the Student of theWeek.

At theend of the school year, the
newspaper will give scholarships
frompart of themoney raised by the
Student of the Week ad. Although
thehigh school staff canchooseany
student, only seniorswill beconsid-
eredfor the scholarships.

This program replaces the “ Se-
nior Spotlight” whichranlast year.
That program produced enough
money for two $250 schol arshipsto
Jenningsand Oberlin seniors.

The Student of theWeek will run
onPage3A eachweek, starting next
Wednesday. Look for it.

saleby private owners.

Thecouncil asked City Attorney
Steve Hirsch if people need to ask
thecity for permissiontotry to sell
carsthere. Mr. Hirsch said apolicy
needstobewrittentocover that. He
said the council could ask Police
Chief Wade Lockhart to talk to the
ownersand tell them to movetheir
vehicles.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthatthelotisadvertisedfor driv-
ersto park semi trucks. The council
decidedtoask Chief Lockharttotell
thepeopletomovethevehicles. All
have been moved.

4x5

AN /FITEIRERRNNN NN\
AR

* County
needs
aplan

(Continued from Page 1A)
Gamblin has a plan for what she
needsto do depending onif itisan
outbreak or something else. The
emergency preparedness manager
should haveaplanthat addressesall
of theissues. Mr. Hirschaskedif the
county hadaplanfor ablizzard, dust
storm or tornado? If atornado hit
one of thetowns, he said, arethere
plansfor movingthedispatchoffice
or somewherefor the courthousetc
relocate?

In short, he asked, is the county
planning for thekind of emergency
that’ smorelikely to happen here?

“We really need to get the local
emergency planning committee
runningagain,” said Mr. Hirsch.

How do we do this? asked Com-
missioner Doyle Brown. They can
call ameeting, but everyone might
not show up.

Whoisgoingtobeinchargeinan
emergency? asked Ms. Gamblin.
Everyone thinks they will bein
chargeof their ownthings, but there
needs to be someone in charge of
everything.

Ms. Gamblin said she would try
to find the committee list. Mr.
Brownsuggested meetingat 11a.m.
onaTuesday. No datewas set.
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The nwkansas.com offers
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