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Mar ket workstoration
fud after hurricanehits

Little noticed amidst the criesabout higher
fuel pricesis the fact that the free market
worked well to regulate supply and pricesas
Mother Naturedelivered shock after shock to
the system.

First iswas Hurricane Katrina, which shut
down as much as 10 percent of the nation’s
refining capacity and much of theoil produc-
tioninthe Gulf of Mexico.

ThencameRita, spreadingthedamagewest
into Texasat atimewhen many of theLouisi-
anarefinerieswerejust coming back.

The two combined to push high gasoline
pricestonear-recordlevels. Pipelinesserving
the southeast were shut down, causing some
shortages. Within days, though, everything
was working well and the price headed back
down.

Themarketreallyisamarvel. AsK atrinahit,
with rumors of shortages and higher prices,
peoplerushed out tofill their tanks. Theprice
shot up, discouraging hoarding, and people
stopped buying.

Any dealer who thought he could get $5
found out quickly that he was wrong. Any
merchant who tried to hold prices down
quickly ran out of gas.

Thenthenationflexeditslimbsand discov-
ered that, though bruised and battered, it was
whole. Prices started to decline.

Ritacamewithanother blow, but peopleare
used to thedrill now. Prices have not jumped
anywherenear Katrinalevels.

Contrast thiswiththe 1970s, whenthegov-

ernment slapped price controls on fuel and
suddenly, noonecould buy gasoline. Drivers
had to line up at stationsthat often ran out of
gas. Supply wasprecious. Thecountry wasin
a panic, and we wound up with the 55 mph
speed limit.

Price controls are never a good solution.
They’ reinflexibleand bound to create short-
ages. Government rationingisinefficientand
proneto corruption.

Despitecriesabout pricesand profiteering,
the fact is, the market works. It responds
quickly and with great flexibility.

Asoil getsmorescarceand demand contin-
uesto rise, we can count on the market to ra-
tionthesupply without intervention. Thereis
no grand conspiricy to prosecute.

Whilethegovernment hasfailedto pushus
toward alternative fuels, they’ re out there.
Whenthepriceisright, industry will develop
them— andwe' Il buy them.

Chinaand India are major driversin the
higher price of fuel. Their economies are
awakening and demanding moreoil.

It's not correct to say that we'll run out of
oil. There' Il always be some, but as supply
goesdown, thepricewill go up.

As that happens, we'll find alternatives.
Society isn’'t going to give up the things we
love: electricity, communications, entertain-
ment, industry. We need not fear for the fu-
ture.

Themarket isthereto saveus.

—SeveHaynes

Werdtooneistasty tonext

Every family hasitslittle food
peculiarities.

My family eatssalt and pepper on
cantal oupe; welikevinegar andraw
onions with our beans and
cornbread; and | love butter and
grapejelly on saltinecrackers.

My dad relished pickled pig’s
feet. Ate’ emright out of thejar.

My mother used to eat beef
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tongue on crackers. I'm afraid |

couldn’t handle that. But then, she
liked Rocky Mountain oysters, too.
| likethe sauce, but think the“ oys-
ters’ themselvesarerather tasteless
and would rather pass.

Oneof Jim’sfavorite snacksisa
cold gravy sandwich. His other fa-
vorite is a big glass of milk with
cornbread crumbledintoit.

During a church potluck, we
talked about mincemeat pie. Who
would have ever thought a dessert
pie could be made from meat? |
guessit'skind of likejelly. If you
add enough sugar, you can make a
pie out of anything, for example,
corncobjelly.

Nextwediscussedfriedgreento-
matoes. There’ sno middle ground
with them; either you like them or
youdon't. | happentobeonthe“do
like” side. Plus, they're versatile.
I’monthelook-out for greentoma-
toesbecausel havearecipethat uses
ground green tomatoes, sugar and
jello. It makesajam that tastesjust
likestrawberries.

Then someone mentioned blood
pudding. Let alone the fact that the
scriptures say we shouldn’t eat it
(Gen. 9: 4), whointheir right mind

would? | had afriend who always
made pudding from the blood of a
gooseandthethought of it just about
made meiill. It'sin the same cat-
egory asscrambledeggsandbrains.

Last night after Bible study, the
conversation turned to things our
mothers canned. One recalled to-
mato preserves, another bread and
butter pickles. Before electricity
reached our farm, | know Mom
canned meat. My friend Charlacans
meat and it’s areal delicacy. She
shared a pint with us and Jim
claimed it, eating it right from the
jar.

Jim’smother canned deer meat. |
haveadded noodlesand passedit of f
as" beef andnoodles’ at potluck din-
ners.

Theflip side of the weird things
we eat are the wonderful things
some people won't eat. | have a
friendwhowon’ ttouch pumpkinpie
or blueberries. Same friend won't
eat fried zucchini. But, guesswhat?
Shedoesn’t gooverboard onsnacks
andcandy, andstill isdimandtrim.

My mother made metry abite of
everything. Consequently, | like
everything. | blame that for the

weight problem|’vehadall mylife.
Y ou know mothers get blamed for
everything.

My youngest daughter was a
“picky” eater. Shewouldgofor days
and hardly eat athing. Drove my
mother crazy. But, she would eat
when she was hungry and she
doesn’t have aweight problem, ei-
ther.

Theold question, “Do you eat to
live, or liveto eat?’ isthefineline
between loving anything that
crossesyour plate and turning your
nose up at most everything.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

ThenJonah prayed untothe
Lord hisGod out of thefish's
belly, Andsaid, | criedby rea-
sonof mineafflictionuntothe
Lord, and he heard me; out of
the belly of hell cried I, and
thou heardest my voice.

Jonah2:1,2
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... MEANWHILE,

YET ANOTHER
FAKE KATRINA SVACLEE
WAS ARRESTED TODAY
IN KANGAS ...

Milwaukeeisabeautiful city.

Theriver runsthroughtheheart of
it, with alovely park and riverwalk
alongthesides.

The buildings are not the new,
modern skyscrapersyou seeinmost
American cities. These buildings
soar into the air with stonework,
ironwork, grace and beauty. The
city has taken the trouble to put
lightson someof themoreinterest-
ing buildings, and at night they
gleamwith an old-world patina.

Steve says that Milwaukee once
was a backwater, blue collar town
that was full of people with manu-
facturing jobs going about their
business. There weren't the urban
renewal types there to tear down
those shabby old buildings and put
up some nice, new steel-and-glass
structures.

As aresult, Milwaukee has
marble and stone buildings with
curlicues and fancy brickwork
faded copper roofs. Even the new
buildingsblendin.

Thebeerindustry ismostly gone,
but the city’ s still got its working-
classroots. Thebiggest thing down-
town on Friday night are the fish
fries. Every restaurant, from Ger-
man to Asian, has afish fry every
Friday night with deep-fried cod or
perch and tasty potato pancakes. In
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atown that’s heavily German and
heavily Catholic, it’ satradition.

| gained five poundsin lessthan
aweek of eating bratwurst, sau-
sages, red cabbage and slaw.

We were in Milwaukee for the
annual National Newspaper Asso-
ciationconvention. Wesaw friends
fromall over the country — people
weseeonceor twiceayear, if we're
lucky.

WhileStevewasinamesting, the
girls, including me, took off to see
the sights, which included the pub-
lishing company that puts out
“Country Woman” and “ Taste of
Home” cookbooksand magazines.

They had some great sales on
cookbooks and | love cookbooks,
but | hadtocalculatetheweight. It's
one thing to take home a dozen
booksif you're driving. It's quite
another whenyou' reflying.

| settled on two cookbooksand a

magazine.

| alsotook along acaool er tobring
back sausages. Milwaukeeisknown
for its sausage and cheese, and |
picked up some of each, along with
someice. All thefood camethrough
in perfect shape, but it's amazing
how heavy adozen sausages, afew
pounds of cheese and ablock of ice
can get when you have to drag the
cooler through theairport.

| enjoyed every minuteof my visit
toMilwaukee, but | wassohappy tc
get home and sleepin my own bed.

Thecatswerehappy toseeus, too.
Threeout of four took upthecorners
of the bed, each daring the other tc
moveintoitsspotand no onegiving
aninch.

Tonight, they’ [ bemorecomfort-
able. They’ Il wanderinand out. But
last night, they wantedtomakesure
wedidn't disappear again— atleast
not for alittlewhile.

SUMMmer on Oct.2?That’ srare

If there'd been afew lightning
bugs, it could havepassedfor asum-
mer night.

Cicadas sang, not as many as a
month ago, but a few hardy survi-
Vors.

The elevator glowed in the twi-
light asthe sun went down.

The sky was clear, and the stars
begantotwinkle.

After dark, people came out
dressed in shorts and T-shirts to
walk their dogsandtheir husbands.

AtAmpride, driversscraped sum-
mer-weight bugs from their wind-
shields. The afternoon sun baked
them on but good.

Even after the sun was down, it
washot.

Sure, itwasOct. 2. But you could
havemistaken it for summer.

At 10 p.m., the display at The
Gateway read 81 degrees. Air con-
ditionershummed at many houses.
Electric meters went round and
round. Though it was closer to the
start of pheasant seasonthanthestart
of fishing season, you couldn’t tell
it by theweather.

Theday wasshort, thesun setting
well beforethelawnwasdone. But
you couldn’t start whenitwas95in
the sun, could you?

Cool weather should be here by
thetimeyoureadthis. Maybeit will
beraining.

Butitwassummer for acoupl eof

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)
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It hasn’t rained in weeks.

Maybe the wheat has enough
moisture to get up and stay green,
but my yard doesn’t.

Still, it’ sniceto be able to water
when you have time, not when the
city saysit’'sOK.

Y ou don’t want to skip watering
if you want the lawn to stay green.
Even a week without water is
enoughtobrownmost grassthisfall.
Andit’ sbeensix ??sinceit rained.

I’ve noticed, though, that with
shorter days, it takes less water to
keep things growing even in the
summer-like heat we' ve been hav-
ing. The grass just doesn’t need
quite asmuch moisture.

Some people are starting new
lawns. Others are fertilizing their
old grass, hoping to see some fall
growth. There’ splenty of water run-
ning down the street as new sprin-
kler systemswait for adjustment.

There' snotdackeningintheyard

PhotoPolicy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to alow acouple
of days noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletoget toevery event, but
wewill try.

Because spaceis so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelinedup or of
peopl e passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill alwaystry to
makeroom for astory about any of
these events, however.)

Wedo run wedding and engage-

ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are
provided to us. Please remember
that we need a clear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of.

Laser proofs of photos which
have run in The Herald are avail-
able, first come, first served. Spe-
cial-order laser printsof photoswill
beavailableat $3 each.

We can take passport photos if
youprovidearall of color film. ASA
200, 12 exposure works fine. The
chargeis$8.50 per person.

work, that' sfor sure.
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Maybe the city’s new well will
bring some more water. We sure
need some.

There have been so many dry
hol esand so many di sappoi ntments
in the last five years, though, that
you hateto hold out too much hope.

Theonly good thingisweshould
be headed back toward a wet
weather cycle. Maybethecity wells
will start tofill up again.

That’ s not too likely unless they
findanother goodwell, though. Y ou
can only draw so much water from
two or three holes.

Some day, the city will have tc
have at |east one more good well,
and probably awater treatment plant
toremovethearsenic and uranium,
no matter how small thetraces.

That’ sthankstothegoodol’ fed-
eral government.

( write )

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submittec
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
Ssue.




