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Taxpayers
get county
tocut levy

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

After taxpayers protested at a
budget hearing, Decatur County
commissionersagreed|ast Tuesday
to cut $40,000 out of an already ap-
proved $100,000 spendingincrease.

The commissionershad voted in
September to increase the county
budget by $100,000, which would
have meant a larger increase in
taxes. The increase allowed for
more money to be put into the road
and bridgefundfor fuel and $60,000
in employee benefits.

Afterthebudget hearing, though,
commissioners decided to cut
$10,000 out of the fire department
and $30,000 from expected in-
creasesin employee benefits.

At the hearing, commissioners
heard from three businessmen,
Frank Black from Jr's Used Cars;
Ron Fowler, owner of Crossroads
Expressand Ron’ sTireService; and
Rich Grafel of D& SGrain. Several
department heads al so attended.

Mr. Grafel asked the commis-
sionerstoexplain“inplainEnglish”
what the county wanted to do with
themoney. Thestate, said Commis-
sioner Doyle Brown, doesn’'t send
asmuchmoney tothecounty asthey
usedto. That hastobemadeupfrom
property taxes, he said, and then
thereisanincreaseinfuel.

The county doesn’t want to raise
taxes, Mr. Brown added, but if
peoplewant services, it hasto hap-
pen. The county has no idea how
high natural gas or fuel prices will
go, hesaid.

Mr. Grafel said heappreciatedthe

Taxes
still will
INCrease

Property ownersin Decatur
County will pay alittlemoretax
nextyear witha2.072mill prop-
erty tax increase in the overall
budget.

Last year, the property tax
levy was 52.976 and next year
it will be 55.039, said County
Clerk Marilyn Horn. That
means on a $50,000 house, a
taxpayer would seeanincrease
of $11.91 for theyear.

Those who pay taxes for the
rural firedepartment, whichin-
cludestownshipsandcitiesthat
don't have fire departments of
their own, will seeadecrease of
$2.17 ona$50,000 house. Tax-
payers who live in Oberlin,
Norcatur and Jennings, where
there are city fire departments,
won't see the decrease on that
line.

commissionersefforts, butwonders
where is he supposed to get the
money to pay for theincrease.
Mr. Brown said he understood
wherehewascomingfrom, because
(See TAXESon Page5A)

Oberlinwill get
added water
from new wdl

By STEVEHAYNES
Oberlin should soon have as
much as 60 percent morewater asa
new well goeson line east of town,
but the city still may face the ex-
pense of building atreatment plant
to remove contaminants as federal
regul ations get tighter and tighter.
Engineer Thaniel Monaco, with
Miller and Associates of McCook,
told the Oberlin City Council on
Thursday that thewell, just south of
U.S. 36, hasbeendrilled and devel -
oped, withcasinginplace. Thecon-
tractor, Woofter Pump and Well
from Hoxie, was working on pipe
connectionsand dirt work, hesaid.
“They’ reprogressing pretty well
on track to date,” hetold the coun-
cil.“They werepumpingthewell at
about 300gallonsper minuteandthe
water dropped onefoot.
“Wehave50foot of water. We're
planning on pumping it more than

Council
Roundup

At a meeting last Thursday, the
Oberlin City Council;

+Heard that Oberlin should soon
have as much as 60 percent more
water as a new well goes on line
east of town. Story at left.

+ Learned that kids who walk
south from Oberlin Elementary
School will be getting a marked
crosswalk at Cass Avenue and
Commercial Street. Story below
right.

that. ltwasgood gravel. We' revery
satisfied with what isthere.
“Theoriginal specwassetfor 400
gallonsper minute, thelargest well
(SeeCITY onPagebA)

INProfile

This week’s
edition of Ameri-
can Profile, in-
cluded in The
Oberlin Herald,
includesafeature
about the Dres-
Ser, acooperative
women'’s cloth-
ing storein Ober-
lin. Karen Met-

Dresser getspage
thisweek

e —

calf, manager of
thestore, said that on Friday she
received atelephone call from
Jean Clingersmithof New Y ork.
She had read the story and told
Mrs. Metcalf that she wished
they would start asimilar store
there, asshe had troublefinding
clothesthat fit.

Since then, Mrs. Metcalf has
received calls from Kentucky,

Missouri, Oklahoma, Indiana,
Virginia, several morefromNew
Y ork, Georgia, and Great Bend.
Jody Betts got an e-mail from
former OberlinresidentsDr. Bob
and Nadine Simpson, now of
Pleasant Hill, Tenn.

The story, on Page 4 of the
magazine, tellshow areawomen
decidedtoopenthestorein1993.
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Devils
eered
at school

AT THE GAME on Fri-
day, Jordan Dreher, (above)
Brandi Diederich, Jori
Diederich, StephanieBrug-
geman and Rachelle Scott
showed their school spirit
withred-and-whitepainton
their faces. That day at the
pep assembly, Dani Rouse
and Kole Breth (right)
walked into the auditorium
carrying the flowers and

crown for the queen.
— Photos by Patti Richards
and Jonna Inman
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School digrict’senrollment up alittle

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin School District will
have to republish its budget after
gaining two students at the high
school and eight at thegrade school
onthefirst count day.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
the district published the budget
with an enrollment of 248 students
at thehighschool and ended upwith
2500n Sept. 20. Atthegradeschool,
he said, they budgeted for 206 and
counted 214.

Withrepublishing, thebudget the
districtwill get $9,365 moreinstate

aid. For each student, the district
receives$4,257.

The reason for republishing the
budget, saidMr. Glodt, issothedis-
trict can get state money for the ex-
trastudents.

Onthecountday, saidMr. Glodt,
thehigh school actually lost onestu-
dent and then gained three.

Intheseventhgrade, hesaid, there
are33students, theeighthgradehas
37, ninth grade 38, tenth grade has
48, eleventh grade has 48 and
twelfth grade has 46.

At the grade school, the pre-

school/early childhood classhas23
students, kindergarten has 20, first
grade 25, second gradehas27, third
grade has 35, fourth grade has 30,
fifthgradehas31andsixthgrade23.
Thereisonly onesection of sixth
gradethisyear, saidMr. Glodt, since
itisasmaller class. All of the other
classeshavetwo sections.
Attheend of last year, the grade
school had 224 studentsand so did
thehighschool. Withasmall senior
classlast year, said Mr. Glodt, the
numbersareup some. Lastfall there
were228 studentsat thehigh school

and 215 at the grade school.

Thehigh school isup 22 students
at theschool and up oneat thegrade
school.

Thedistrictgainedtwofreshmen,
four sophomore and two juniors
from Jennings. Although they are
counted inthe 250 number, thedis-
trict doesn't get state aide for those
students.

With the decline in enrollment
expected, he said, the district will
need to use the three-year average
for budgeting. The slight increase
thisyear will helpthat, too.

Kidstoget crosswalk at busy inter section

By STEVEHAYNES

Kidswhowalk south from Ober-
lin Elementary School will be get-
ting a marked crosswalk at Cass
Avenue and Commercial Street,
PoliceChief WadeL ockharttoldthe
Oberlin City Council on Thursday.

A request for the crosswalk had
comeintothecouncil, but City At-
torney Steve Hirsch said the police
chief hasauthority to decidewhere
school crossings go. Whiledrivers
arerequired to stop for pedestrians
at any intersection, whether the
crosswalk is marked or unmarked,
the chief said making this a school
crossingshouldgiveit alittlebetter
visibility. Tickets might be more
costly, too.

HeandMr. Hirsch saidthemark-

ing would include school crossing
ahead and school crossingsignslike
thoseon U.S. 83.

“Therearealot of childrencross-
ing that intersection in the after-
noon,” the chief said, “not so much
inthemorning.”

Earlier, the council bought a po-
licecar withlittlediscussionandno
public comment. Chief Lockhart
recommended buyingthe2006 Ford
patrol car from Tubbsand SonsFord
of Colby, whichbid $21,585.

While Shawnee-Mission Ford
bid $21,023, or $562 less, the chief
saidthecity would spend morethan
thatjusttosendtwo officerstoKan-
sas City to pick up acar. Thetrip
would involve paying two men for
twodays, henoted, ahotel, fuel and

food, and overtimeback in Oberlin.

Wagner Ford of McCook bid
$22,590.

“Thiswould be away to get one
that would bemorelocal,” thechief
said, addingthat they’ d probably get
thenew car servicedin Colby while
it' sunder warranty.

Answering a question from the
council, Chief Lockhart saidfitting
the car for police work should cost
only about $100for decals.

“l dotherest of it,” hesaid, “the
light bars, cages, etc.”

The chief said he was starting to
interview applicants for the fourth
patrolman’s job again, but didn’t
havetoo many. Noneof thecurrent
applicantsis a certified officer, he
said, meaning that the city would

have to pay to train whoever they
hire.

On acomplaint about weeds and
junk at 117 South Beaver, Council -
man Rob McFee said he had
checked thearea.

“ldidn’tthink itwasthat bad,” he
said, “but she (the woman whc
called) does.”

In other business, the council:

« Agreedtolet studentsdevelopa
Frisbeegolf courseaspart of devel-
opment at SappaPark. Rusty Addle-
men represented thegroup wanting
tolay out the course.

* Heard that there had been more
theftsfrom garages.

“If people see people around
wherethey don't bel ong, they need
tocall us,” Chief Lockhart said.



* Taxes
will
goup

(Continued from Page 1A)
hefarmsand paystaxestoo.

Haseach department beenlooked
atto seeif thereisanythingthat can
be cut? asked Mr. Grafel. Not with
afinetooth comb, said Mr. Brown.
Thecounty istryingto be proactive
instead of reactive. In10years, they
don’twant tolook back andwonder
what they did.

How much goesfrom the county
to the city? asked Mr. Black. The
county just gave $2,000 to the city
for the swimming pool project, and
the emergency medical servicesis
run by the county and covers the
city, said County Clerk Marilyn
Horn, but the county doesn’t actu-
ally pay anything to other govern-
ment units.

Onthecity side, said Ambulance
Director Patrick Pomeroy, who
servesontheCity Council,, over half
the tax increase was for bond and
interest payments. The county
though, he said, doesn’t have much
debt.

If apersonhastowork 24 hoursa
day to make aliving, Mr. Fowler
asked, thenhow arepeoplegoingto
beabletolivehere?

s
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If thetaxesaren’t paid, themoney
isn’t actually inthosedepartment’s
funds, Mr. Brown admitted.

After lunch, the commissioners
returned to make a decision about
the budget.

Commissioner Ralph Unger sug-
gested cutting$10,000fromthefire
department, sincethereis$230,000
incashthere. Heknows, hesaid, that
they areplanningtobuy atruck. The
commissioners agreed tothecut.

The other cut came in employee
benefits. Instead of increasing
$60,000, thefundwill only increase
$30,000 next year.

The board approved the budget
with a $60,000 increase, $40,000
goingtoroadandbridgefor fuel and
$30,000 to employee benefits.

Parade
planned

Practice

perfect

JUST FOR PRACTICE,
teacher Christie Morris
marchedtheband on Grand
Avenue north of the high
school last Wednesday. On
the drums were Rory
Wendelin (above) and Da-
kota Soderlund. Jasmine
Pearson (right) played her
clarinet astheshemarched
inplace. Theband marched
and played at the home-
coming paradeandfootball

Theannual Spook Paradewill be gameon Friday.
held at 4 p.m. on Halloween, Mon- — Herald staff photos
day, Oct. 31, downMain Street. by Kimberly Davis

The parade, sponsored by the
OberlinBusinessAlliance, will start
atthe Decatur County Good Samari-
tan Center. Kidswill thenwalk from
the north end of Main Street south
to the intersection of Penn Avenue
and Hall Street.

Marcherscanthentrick or treat at
the downtown businesses.

Thealliancewill also hold acos-
tume contest for businesses. Em-
ployeesof any businesswhowantto
dress up will be judged at 2 p.m.
Scripmoney will begiventothetop
threewinners.
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ConNgRraTulATiONS TO THE
DCHS Homecoming King aNd QUEEN
aNd THe oTHer candidaTes
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Urgent news for people who took

Many VIOXXe. users have been at increased risk for serious
cardiovascular injuries, including strokes, heart attacks,
blood clots and even death. If you or a loved one took VIOXXe
and had any of these problems, call us now toll free at
1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free consultation. We practice law only
in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.
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"l_" 1-800-THE-EAGLE
offices in (1-800-843-324.5)
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* Citywdl toadd
water intosystem

(Continued from Page 1A)
onthe(city) system.”

Until testing is done, he added,
engineerswon't know if the water
will havetobeblendedwiththeout-
put from other wells or treated to
meet federal standards.

Later, he said the new well, No.
12, will replace No. 9, just to the
south. Thecity alsopumpsfromNo.
10, closer totherailroad tracks east
of town, and from No. 11 south of
town. Both produceabout 300 gpm,
he said, while the new well should
get 400.

While the potential is there to
pump alot morewater, he added, it
remainstobeseenif No. 12andNo.
10canbepumpedforlongstretches
together. They are only about a
block apart. Still, No. 9wasproduc-
ing only 150 gallons per minute
lately anditsflow had dropped off.

At the meeting Thursday, the
council authorized Mayor Ken
Shobe to sign agreements with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Rural Development agency to ac-
cept a $414,000 emergency water
grant to pay for thewell and related
work.

DaveBarber fromtheHaysoffice
said the money could be advanced
whenthecity authorizespayments.
Mr. Monaco asked for afirst pay-
ment to contractors of $66,045.

Thegrantalsocoversanewradio
systemtocontrol al threecity wells,
he said. Electronic gear will moni-
torwellsandlinesandreport system
statusto anew computer at the city
power plant. Eventually, he added,
thecomputer may beableto control
andtrack thecity’ spower systemas
well.

The council approved the pay-

ment request and hiring Robert
Grimmasconstruction observer for
theproject, arequirement of thefed-
era grant.

Fromthe$414,000grant, hesaid,
roughly $310,000 will go for con-
struction, $55,000 for the control
system, $30,000 to $50,000 for en-
gineering and the rest for contin-
gency. Mr. Barber said the govern-
ment would like to see the whole
amount spent on the project.

On another project, Mr. Monaco
toldthecouncil that thestate Depart-
ment of Health and Environment
was insisting on more soil borings
around the new waste water treat-
ment plant south of townthan hehad
hoped. Theboringsaretodetermine
how deep theground water isinthe
area, anissuein plant design.

Mayor Shobeaskedif theproject
wasabout ready togotobid,and Mr.
Monacosaiditwas. Plansneedtobe
reviewed by the statefirst, hesaid.

There may be some delays, he
added, and contractors may be un-
sure how much to bid because sup-
pliesarein heavy demand after the
hurricanesdown south.

“Right now, you cannot get PVC
pipein the nation,” he said. “No-
body will quoteit. We can get duc-
tileiron pipe, but that is 25 percent
more.”

“Why?’ someone asked.

“There are a whole bunch of
scared people out there,” Mr. Mo-
naco said, adding that manufactur-
erssay they cannot get plasticresin,
a petroleum product, to make the
pipe.

Thebottomline, hesaid, isdelay.

“l assumethestaterealizeswe' re
not goingtomakeaDec. 25comple-
tiondate?’ the mayor asked.

Dentist recovering
after car accident

Oberlindentist Gary Fredrickson,
50, isrecuperating at home from a
broken right elbow suffered last
Wednesday in a two-vehicle acci-
dent at Grainfield.

Dr. Fredricksonsaidhewasonthe
way to Salinawhen apickup ran a
stop sign. He was taken by ambu-
lancetothehospital at Quinter, then
transferred to Salina Regional
Medical Center, where the elbow
was placed in adling. He said the
other driver wasnot injured.

The Kansas Highway Patrol re-
ported that the accident happened
about 1.2 milesnorth of 1-70 on K-
23.

Dr. Fredricksonwas southbound
in a 1990 Acuraabout 6:35 p.m..
Thepickup, drivenby Alexander J.
Zexr,67,Grainfield, waswestbound
on County Road DD.

Thepatrol saidthetruck pulledin
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front of Dr. Fredrickson, and hiscar
smashed into the right cab door of
thepickup. TheAcuraspun 180de-
greesand cameto rest on the high-
way facing northwest. The pickup
wasshovedintothesouthwest ditch.

Both drivers were wearing
seatbelts.

After beingreleasedfromthehos-
pital, he accompanied his brother
sister-in- law, Dr. Kurt and Jean
Fredrickson of Salina, to Wichita,
where they and their father, Doyle
Fredrickson of Wichita, attended
funeral services on Thursday for
their cousin and nephew, John
Fredrickson, 57, son of thelate Mr.
and Mrs. Ralph Fredrickson.

Dr. Fredricksonsaidthat adentist
will becomingto Oberlintoseepa-
tients at Fredrickson Family Den-
tistry on M onday through Thursday
until heisableto returntowork.




