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Oberlinneedsclear 9gns
tokeep vistorssatisfied

If Oberlinwantsmorepeopleto comehere,
we need better signs.

Visitor-friendly towns have “go-to” signs
that direct anyonearriving onthehighwaysto
major destinations.

Oberlinhasahodgepodgeof littlesignsthat
don’t work very well. Things are better than
they usedtobe—therearesmall signsonU.S.
36 today pointing to The Gateway — but not
nearly what they could be.

“Go-to” signsareplain, clear, uselargelet-
tering and guide a visitor to his destination.
They mimic the style and form of highway
directional signs, eschewingfrou-froubooster
salespitches.

They’ redifferent, then, thanthesignsadver-
tisingdowntown Oberlin. Thosesignsaresell-
ingthetownwith20-30words. A “go-to” sign
just says* downtown” with an arrow.

Go-tosignsaren’ tabout advertising; they’re
about finding what you need.

Colby, Oakley and Goodland havethem. St.
Francistried, but theirs are neither clear nor
easy toread. That’ samistake.

Simplewhite-on-green or white-on-brown
signs, reflectorized for night viewing, dothis
job. Short, clear messageswintheday.

These signs should point to places where
visitorsgo: thehigh school, downtown, court-
house, hospital, Gateway, gradeschool, Sappa
Park, the museum, maybe afew others. One
word or two will do.

If there’ saturn, post moresigns. They need
to work from any entrance to town. Another

set would be posted at the two traffic lights
downtown.

It's not about advertising. It's about being
surethat visitorshaveagood experiencewhen
they’ rehere, findtheir way and don’t get | ost.

That way, they’ |l have good memories of
our town. And want to come back.

Embellishment getsin the way. Clarity is
paramount.

Signs have to be big enough to read at 30-
40 mph.

Churchesandbusinessesmight wanttojoin
in and post their own go-to signsin the same
style. Nothing wrong with that.

This is something every town needs, if it
wantsvisitorsto return and shop.

I’ ssomething Oberlincan’ taffordnottodo

—SeveHaynes

A postscript: The Gateway isstill the most
under-signed buildingintown. Thenew sign
onU.S.83helpsalot, butfromU.S. 36, where
half thevisitorswill be, thecivic center could
beahigh school or ahospital.

The back of the building is unmarked, but
it' sablank canvas. Now that thelighted sign
isupoutfront, how about largeletteringonthe
northside: “ TheGateway” with* civiccenter”
in smaller letters below. With lighting, of
course.

Clear and classy.

If there’ s space, the city could add: “Wel-
cometo Oberlin!”

Phonecapturesperfect plan

Sincel bought my digital camera
ayear ago, I' vebecome ahazard at
homeand on the highway.

My eyesarealways scanning for
a “photo opportunity.” Y ou never
know when | might spot something
| think isworthy of being captured
intime.

A few weeks ago, that was me
parked on the shoulder of the high-

Out Back
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way. | was standing on the trunk of

my car tryingtoget apictureof wa  most.

Wouldn't want to missathing.

ter standinginterraces.

Birds are great subjects, but I'm
probably not patient enough. | al-
wayswant to be closer, but assoon
as you move, they’re gone. Thank
goodnessfor zoom lenses.

People are still my favorite sub-
jects. Little kids are the best. They
are so uninhibited. If | can capture
them unaware, it’ s perfect.

It helps that | have a press pass.
Peopleforgiveyouwhenyousay, “I
need upfront. I’mwiththenewspa-
per.” And, I’'m pushy enough to
worm my way into the best spot for
ashot.

Digital cameras are the
cheapskate' s answer to photo pro-
cessing. This morning, | took a
dozen pictures of abeautiful rose-
budJimbroughtintome. Itis, liter-
ally, thelast rose of summer.

If I hadtopay for filmprocessing,
| might havesnapped one, twoat the

Withmy digital camera, | “ posed”
the" posy” infront of different back-
grounds. | used the flash in some,
without in others. | tried to blur the
background while focusing on the
flower. I laiditdown, | keptitinthe
vase. Thevariationswereendless.

Andnow with on-line photo pro-
cessing, it's asimple matter of e-
mailing your photofiles. Inaday or
two, your printsaresent back toyou,
andyouonly buy theonesyouwant.

Thetechnol ogical ageiswonder-
ful.

Two weeks ago, | bought a cell
phonewithacamera. My argument
togetitwasitwould helpmeinmy
work. | could takeapictureat are-
motelocation, e-mail ittotheoffice
and it would be there before press
time.

Y ou know all the earthquakes,
natural disastersandterrorist activi-
ties we have going on out here.

Itworked. | havemy new camera
phoneand Jimhasanew power tool.
Fair trade.

—ob—

Here' sapoint to ponder: Can an
atheist getinsuranceagainst“ actsof
God?’

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers. For
thereisno power but of God:
the powers that be are or-
dained of God. Whosoever
thereforeresisteth the power,
resisteththeordinanceof God:
and they that resist shall re-
ceive to themselves damna-
tion.

Romans13: 1,2

Honor Roll
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Elsewhere: Fred Reith, Chico,
Cdlif.; H.H. Benton, Vienna, Va,;

Merald VanVleet, Waverly, Mo.;
Crichton Roberts, Honolulu, Ha-
waii; Darlene Johnson, Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.; Betty Gosar, Casper,
Wyo.; Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rhodes,

LaGrange, Wyo.; Mitzi Dotson,

Phoenix; Vic Goeken, Carthage,

Mo.; Keitra Clark, Edgewood,

N.M.; and E.K. VanVleet, San Di-
€go.
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THERE'LL BE

IN THE

PLENTY OF TIME
FOR TALK OF
WHETHER T'LL RUN
FOR REELECTION

MONTHS AHEAD...

.......

O s
THE MAIATTAN MedcuRy

BUT FOR NOW
L8T's JUST FOCLS
ON MY
LONG LT OF
ACCOMPLIGHMENTS
AS GOVERNOR,

Cats.

| haven't given any updatesin
quiteawhile, soall you felinefan-
ciersgather 'round. Therest of you
go read the sports section.

As most of you know, we have
beentaking two out of thefour resi-
dent catsto Colorado with us.

April Alicesitsquietlyinher ken-
nel for the nineto 10 hoursit takes
and only startsto get fidgety if na-
tureis calling and we're still daw-
dling.

Molly Monster fights the whole
process. Shegrowls. Sheyawls. She
meows quietly to herself after hav-
ing atranquilizer forced down her
throat.

The other two — Rupert and
Jezebdl, youngest daughter’ scats—
arejust happy to have the houseto
themselveswhileour two aregone.

Jez doesn't take any guff off of
any of the others, and only Molly
ever triesto cause her grief.

Rupert, however, isat thebottom
of the scratching order. Everyone
but Jez makes her hide under the
furniture. Shemissesuswhenwe're
gone, but she sure doesn’t missthe
other cats.

Downin South Carolina, young-
est daughter is now catless, having
givenaway herlastfelinesothat her
boyfriend can visit her without re-
sortingtoinnumerableallergy pills.

Open Season
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He never complained to her, but
her sister, withwhomheworks, said
that he always felt like he had a
hangover on Monday after visiting
hisgirlfriend and her three cats.

He did have to put up with one
visitor thislast week, however.

Oldest daughter and her husband,
also the owners of three cats, went
to Europefor two weeks.

Twoof their catsthey | eft at home
withafriendtocomeintocheck on
them.

The third, however, had gotten
into afight aweek beforethey were
toleave. Louieended upwithanin-
fection that required both oral and
topical (ontheskin) antibiotics.

Oldest daughter was not willing
toleaveacat that required medicat-
ingwithafriend.

She was also unwilling to spend
$10aday for twoweekstokeepthe
cat at thevet.

She compromised with her

sister’shelp. She left the cat at the
vet for aweek and her sister took it
for aweek.

Y oungest daughter has spent
plenty of time medicating her own
cats, so sheknowsthedrill — grab
cat, forcemouth open, shovepill or
dropperful of medicinedownthroat,
get bandagesfor scratchesonhands,
armsand torso.

Andthenyouhavetodeal withthe
topical cream....

Son and histwo felines are till
hanging out in Lawrence with no
particular upsand downsexcept that
Frank doesn’t seem to know he’s
neutered and still sprays occasion-
ally. Better in son’ sapartment than
my house, | think.

Daughter called yesterday anc
said sheand hubby werehomefrom
Turkey and that she had gotten me
pictures of cats in three out of the
four countriesthey visited.

Gee, how didsheknow | likecats?

Church amonument to past

As the church wasrising on the
plainseast of Denver, westartedre-
ferringtoitas” Our Lady of theBar-
renPlain.”

Obvioudly Cathalic, it was noth-
inglikethefrou-froumodernarchi-
tecture of suburban churches. Hard
aside |-70 at Watkins, it had no
neighborhoods around it to feed a
parish.

It hastheform of aclassicRoman
church from a century ago, and it
turnsout, that’ spretty muchwhat it
is.

St. IsadoretheFarmer isthehome
churchnowinDenver of theSt. Pius
X Society, that group of Catholics
formed after the Vatican Il confer-
enceof the1960stofight changeand
preservetheold ways.

It snot fair to say the group split
fromthechurch; they wouldtell you
the church split from them. But the
names of the pope and the arch-
bishop of Denver arechiseledindel-
iblyintothecornerstone—inLatin.

We had been curious about the
service at St. Isadore, but leaving
Denver onaSunday, we' reoftennot
dressed the way this parish lives:
Coat, tie, dress shoes for men;
dresses and head covering for
women.

We had the clothes last week,
though, evenif Cynthiadid haveto
borrow alace mantillato cover her
head.

It's hasn’t been that long since
these things were part of Catholic
worship around the world, and not
just in the Roman church. When |
joined the Episcopal church in the
1960s, you wore atie and ladies
wereexpectedto cover theheads. It

TootseRaall

TotheEditor:

Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansas would like to
wish all of the area Knights of Co-
lumbus organizationsin northwest
Kansasthebest of luck asthey con-
ducttheir annual TootsieRoll Drive.

For many years, people with de-
velopmental disabilities have ben-
efited from the generosity and hard
work of the Knights. We truly ap-
preciatetheir kindnessand support.

The Consumer Medical Fund of
Developmental Services of North-
west Kansaswasestablished dueto
the contributionsmadethrough the
TootsieRoll Drive. Thisfund helps
peoplewithdisahilitieswiththecost

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkanaascom)

By SteveHaynes

didn’tlastlong.

Thereformsof that eraswept tra-
ditions away from all the main-
stream churches, but none changed
more dramatically than the Catho-
lics.

A lot of peopledidn’t likeit.

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre of
France led the Pius X movement,
citing theological groundsto cling
to the old ways, especially the
“tridenting” Latin Mass. The pro-
test not just about form, but sub-
stance.

So St. Isadoreisachurch frozen
intime. TheMassbook comesfrom
the 1962 missal, thelast oneissued
inLatin. Itincludesagood English
tranglation for those who can’t fol -
low the L atin, and these days, who
can?

Thereisaschool now, struggling,
but teachingtheoldwaystonew stu-
dents. Bingo isthe big fund-raiser,
and please, Father says, the parish
really needs the money from extra
sessionsto make budget.

For the 10 am. service, though,
thepewsareonly haf full. Thereare
fewer old traditionalists than you
might expect, but | otsof young, con-
servativeex urban families.

There sascattering of Hispanics,
many of them older couples. Anda

few youwouldn’t expect — abiker
inleathers, wearing ascarf for atie;
aguy inamullet and leisure shirt,
straight fromthe’ 70s.

Except for amore modern Col o-
rado-style roof, the church is fin-
ished notinthestyleof thelast cen-
tury, but the one before.

The kneelers are wood, the altar
rail mounted on cold marble. Did
youever consider how much harder
marble is than wood? Me neither,
until then.

The ushersknelt flat on the mar-
ble floor for five minutes before
communion. It saplace, and aser-
vice, more about penance than cel-
ebration.

In his sermon, the priest talkeo
about why it'sasin to eat meat on
Friday, evenif you likefish better,
and, | swear, pushed indulgences.

It's impossible to know who's
right and who’ swrong in these ar-
guments. I’'m comfortable seeing
those who cling to tradition have
their timeand place.

St. Paul saidwewon’ t know these
thingsuntil it’ stime, andthenwe'll
understand. Meantime, the harm
doneismostly intheanimosity that
develops when one group tries tc
forceitsways on any other, in any
church, inany time.

Drivehdpswith bills

L etter totheEditor

of medical items and care that are
not covered by Medicaid, such as
dental expensesand adaptiveequip-
ment. We hope that everyone will
takethetimeto donatethrough this
great effort by your local Knights.
Onceagain, good luck and thank
youfor making themedi cal needsof

peoplewithdevelopmenta disabili-

ties one of your top priorities.

Y ou’ remakingagreat differencein
people'slives.

SteveKaeil

director of development

Developmental Services

of Northwest Kansas, Hays




