I The feature page about interesting

B people, places and thingsto do
Wednesday, October 26, 2005

THE OBERLIN HERALD O I I

SectionB

oAt ,
_

THE GOSPEL SINGERSenjoy practicing at 3:30 p.m. on Sundays at the
Decatur County Good Samaritan Center. They are (from left) Lois Carlson,
EdlaOlson, Phil Erickson, MyrnaJones, Ron Temple, Mary Ann Amack and

Melanie Anderson. Mr. Templedirectsthegroup, whichisavailablefor pro-
gramsinthearea. — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis
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BACKING UP:FH E SINGERSwith accompaniment were
EdlaOlson, pianist, (above) and Myrna Jones, organist (be-
low). Both alsojoinin singing out the old gospel songs.

Gospel Singers
combine talents

By MARY LOU OL SON

WhentheGospel Singersmeetto
practiceat theDecatur County Good
Samaritan Center, it bringstogether
agroup with uncommon musical
talent.

And some pretty good ears.

The three women who accom-
pany the group, Edla Olson on the
piano, MyrnaJonesasorganist and
Lois Carlson on the harmonica, all
play strictly “by ear.”

Director Ron Templeof Norcatur
said hefirst had the ideafor agos-
pel group after realizing what it
meant to his mother, the late Mar-
guerite Temple, whoenjoyed musi-
cal programswhen shelived at Ce-
dar Living Center.

“Although shereally didn't rec-
ognizememost of thetime,” here-
called, " shewouldtap her footwhen
the hymns were sung and even
joined in singing Christmas carols
during the holiday season.”

Mr. Temple and his daughter,
SuzanneCahoj of Atwood, whoal so
singswith thegroup, said they both
have fond memories of singing
around the piano as his grand-
mother, the late Blanche Temple,
playedthepianoat thefarmand now
Mrs. Cahoj said that this group is
using the same song books.

“| had a year of piano lessons
whenl was9yearsold,” Mr. Temple
said. “ Then | wasgivenachoiceby
my mother — to continue with pi-
ano lessons or drive the tractor. |
chosethetractor, but | think | made
the wrong choice. However, | do
have a knack for knowing what
soundsgood.”

Hesaid hefeelsthat thetalentin
this group takes the audience back
in time when ol d-fashioned gospel
musicwassungat family picnics,in
church and community events.

Mrs. Olson, 90, now aresident at
Good Samaritan, still playsbeauti-
fully “all over thekeyboard.”

Theformer EdlaNelson, shewas
born on afarmin Rawlins County.
She said she always loved to sing
and was brought up singing hymns
and old Swedish fun songs.

“We had a pump organ, and my
mother and sisters played it,” she
said. “When | was4 yearsold, | ac-
companied my parentsand grandfa-
ther to seemy uncle sfamily. | had
never seen a piano before, and my
cousin, alsonamed Edla, was8and
was taking piano lessons. | tried to
play themelody of her lessonswith
onefinger and after wewent home,
my father said he would buy me a
piano, ‘if | wanted one.’ He didn't
haveto ask twice.

“Thisstartedmy ‘ear’ for music,
and| lovedtoplay andcopy my sis-
terswhen they played. Our family
awayshadasingingparty whenwe
had company, and | sang basswith
my dad since | liked harmony;
mother sangato; and my sistersand
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ERS with accompaniment
were Edla Olson, pianist,
(above) and MyrnaJones, or-
ganist (below). Bothalsojoin
in singing out the old gospel
songs.

brotherswould sing themel ody.”

L ater, when shetaughtincountry
schools, Mrs. Olson said, she en-
joyed teaching her pupils to sing.
Shelater ledthe4-H chorusandwas
pianist at Enne Lutheran, Herndon
Covenant and Faith Lutheran
churches.

“However,themostfunl ever had
was playing organ and piano duets
with Doris Shoemaker at the
OberlinUnited Methodist Church,”
shesaid.

Mrs. Carlson said that when she
wasabout 6, she often heard her fa-
ther, Walter Rezner, play the har-
monicaandjigtothetune,“ Thelrish
Wash Woman.” Although she
thought it was interesting, she did
not pursue playing the harmonica
sinceshefdtitwasa“man’'s’ instru-
ment.

However, when she was 8, she
developedanintensepaininher left
leg, which was diagnosed by Dr.
Wayne Brewster as osteomyelitis
and required many operations.

“When | was in Kansas City at
Bell Memorial Hospital (now K.U.
Medical Center) for anoperationon
my leg,” sherecalled, “| wasflat on
my back with acast from my toesto
my chest for several weeks. At the
time, Edith Anderson was our
school teacher and she sent me a
packagewithgiftsand | wastoopen
oneeachday. Inoneof thepackages
wasasmall mouth harp, and sincel
had nothing elseto do, | tried play-
ingit. After alot of trial and error, |
finally played atune sounding like
“ListentotheMocking Bird.”

She said she later bought better
harmonicasand now enjoysplaying
with compact discs and cassettes
which Cheryl Metcalf madefor her.
Shesaid that mostly she enjoysthe
“oldies’ withtuneand rhythm.

Myrna Jones, who often playec
musicat Cedar Living Center when
Mrs. Temple was a resident, and
Ron Temple were instrumental in
starting the gospel group.

She said that though she took
music lessonsin Clayton when she
wasabout 7, her teacher moved be-
fore shereally learned how to read
notes. Her father workedfor therail-
road and they moved to Nebraska
whenshewas 11.

“On my 12th birthday, my folks
bought mean old upright piano, and
| learnedto play hymnsby listening
to our radio,” she said. “When we
moved back to Clayton, my mother
askedafriendif shewouldteachme
toplay, but after she heard me play
‘The Old Rugged Cross,’ the
woman said that it would only con-
fuse me since | had learned to play
by ear.”

Phil Erickson, one of the sol oists
withthegroup, saidhe, too, had been
involved with music since child-
hood.

“1 began music training as a kid
with piano lessons, which | hated,”
hesaid,“ sol quit. Butlater, | wanted
tolearnto sing likeWillard Noren,
so | took vocal lessons in high
school. | alsosanginthechorus, glee
club, small ensembles, which, along
with my solos, brought home sev-
eral gold medals from state con-
tests.”

Hesaid that hisinterestin music
has continued throughout hislife,
and he has sung in church choirs
wherever helived and isamember
of the Prairie Statesmen’ s Barber-
shop Quartet in McCook.

“1 joinedthe Gospel Singerssim-
ply becausel lovetosing,” hesaid.

Among otherswho sing with the
groupareMelanie Anderson, Mary
Ann Amack, Margaret McEvoy,
TinaPerrin and LindaFox.

The group performed for the
Seedsof Hope Telethon earlier this
year,andwhenthey closedtheir pro-
gram at the Mini Sapa activities at
the Last Indian Raid Museum with
“God BlessAmerica’ thisfall, Mr.
Temple said he didn’t think there
wasadry eyeinthecrowd.

Thedirector said that anyonein-
terestedinmusiciswelcometojoin
them when they practice at 3:30
p.m. each Sunday at the Good Sa-
maritan Center.

The group is available for pro-
grams and will be performing at
Christmas parties at Cedar Living
Center and the Last Indian Raic
Museum. Anyoneinterestedinhav-
ing them perform should call Mr.
Temple at (785) 693-4360 or con-
tact any of themembers.



