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Bad weather

In Colorado,

and K ansanspay theprice

A policy aimed at easing the plight of mo-
toristsstrandedin Col orado stormsiscausing
problemsfor peoplewho livein— and need
to get to— placesin western Kansas.

Whenroadsareclosedin Colorado, officias
there ask Kansas authorities to block traffic
where there are hotel roomsto handle them.
That makes sense.

When they close the roads, though, they
close them. And that means that wherever
there are motel rooms | eft, that’s as far west
asyou can go.

Sometimes |-70 has been closed asfar east
as Hays or Colby when there were no road
problemsin Kansas. Mail, newspaper deliv-
eriesfor thoseof usfarther west werestopped
along with through traffic.

People who live in far western towns
couldn’t go home. People with business out
here couldn’t get through.

Not because of theweather. Not because of
thedanger. But becausetheguysmanningthe
barricades, state troopers and state highway
workers, didn’t want to separatethelocal traf-
ficfromthe Denver bound.

Thisistoo high apriceto pay for solving
Colorado’ sproblem. It’ sgoodthat Kansascan
cooperate. No one wants to see hundreds of
people stranded in Burlington or Limon or
some other placeswherethere areno bedsor
shelter.

But Kansas towns and Kansas people
shouldn’t haveto pay the priceto help Colo-
rado out.

Statehighway officialssay itisn’t supposed
towork thisway. Local trafficissupposedto
gothrough. In practice, though, troopersand
highway crewmen manning barricades in
Colby and Goodland just block theroad. The
don’t ask where peopleare going.

Onlesser routes, they just put asign up and
go home. Gatesarelocked at some entrances
tothefreeway. Andalocked gatewon’tallow
anyoneon, local traffic or no.

Now Sherman County commissioners are
questioning this policy. They wonder why
they arehel pingto keep peopleoff their roads
whenit’ ssafeand reasonabletotravel westin
thisstate.

It’ sabout time somebody spoke up against
thispoorly implemented policy.

If we can’t separate local traffic from
through traffic, and allow people with busi-
ness in Kansas through, then Kansas roads
ought to stay open.

It'd be better to let the through traffic pile
upinColoradothantostall commerceonthis
side of the border unnecessarily.

We' d hope for a sensible compromise, al-
lowinglocal trafficto movewhereit needsto
move, butif that can’ t happen, thenlet’ skeep
our roads open.

If the weather here gets bad enough, by all
meansclosetheroads. But whentheproblem
isinColorado, thenwhy keep K ansansbehind
the barricades?

— SteveHaynes

Group hasfun whllebundlng

After 13tripsto Juarez, Mexico,
you would think we'd have it “all
together.”

Buttherewewere, theday before
our scheduled departure, with lug-
gageandtoolsstrewnfromoneend
of thehouseto the other.

We both tend to overpack and |
began to fear there wouldn’t be
room in the van for the other eight
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membersof our team.

My brother Bob was the 11th
member of the team, but he drove
down separately, sowedidn’t have
toworry about him.

Weare small in numbers but de-
termined to build the best housewe
can. Weknow “ our family” consists
of afather, Raphael; a mother,
Alma; and their 6-year-old son,
Kevin.

Right now, I’'m sitting in thefel-
lowship hall of the church where
we're staying in El Paso. Hate to
admit it, but | forgot all about this
column until everyonewassettling
down for the night. I’'m writing in
longhand on the back of an old let-
ter. It safar cry frommy computer,
which letsme go back and fix mis-
takes. Sure hopethetypist can fig-
ure out my penmanship.

“squinty.” There are some funny
peopleon board, but weeven laugh
at the" groaners.”

When my oldest daughter,
Halley, wasabout 10, sheasked me,
“Mom, can you be a Christian and
still havefun?’ Thisgroupisliving
proof that you can have fun— lots
andlotsof fun.

Here' stherun-downonthisteam:
afarmwife/nurse, aminister’ swife/
medical officeemployee, agovern-
ment empl oyee, tworetirees, acabi-
net maker, an accountant, an Army
Reserve soldier, a postmaster, and
Jmandme.

Everyone elseis sleeping —and
| should be. Tomorrow isabig day.
Wepour thefoundationof thehouse
and that is hard, hard work in any-
body’ sbook.

ery need we had, both financially
andphysically. Onelady brought us
warm cinnamon rolls the morning
we left, plus a bucket of sausage
gravy. Weaready atetherolls, but
some biscuits will be put with that
gravy and we'll have breakfast.
That' sjust afew hoursaway, sol’m
turningin.
Now | lay medownto sleep....

(From theBibI@
\_ )

| therefore, the prisoner of
the Lord, beseech you that ye
walk worthy of the vocation
wherewithyearecalled, With
al lowliness and meekness,
withlongsuffering, forbearing
oneanotherinlove....

We have laughed so much this  Our church families and friends Ephesians4: 1,2
trip, | think my eyesarepermanently  havebeensokindtous, meetingev-
Writ )
J
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Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
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to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishform ettersor
| etters about topics which do not
pertainto our area.
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To OVER
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T'M GONNA NEeD ONe
ONCE THIS WINTERS

NO...
BUT 1 THINK

HEATING BILLS

Cooked, Iostvve| ght on vacation

We may have been on vacation,
but | waswatching what we ate.

Thanks to me, Steve lost four
pounds and | only gained one last
week.

Curse you, kitchen full of food
and nothing to do but cook.

| loveto cook, but | seldom have
the time. Last week, | had nothing
buttime, and awell-stockedkitchen
to boot.

Since | was trying for healthy
things, recipesthat had lots of veg-
etables caught my fancy.

| started off trying one out of an
old copy of the Rocky Mountain
News. The dish is called Okono-
miyaki ... it' sJapanesefor ... heck
| don’'t know what that means or
even how to pronounceit, but it's
sort of like apotato pancake made
with cabbage.

Thewriter said that thisisbigin
Japan, and | can seewhy. It’ stasty
and reasonably healthy.

Okonomiyaki

1/2 cabbage, shredded

1large peeled carrot, shredded.

1/2 onion, thinly sliced.

3stalkscelery, thinly sliced

11/2to2 cupswholewheat flour.
3to4deggs

Milk or water

Cooking ail

Combine everything except the
milk or water and cooking oil in a
large bowl, mixing well to distrib-
ute the eggs. Add milk or water
sowly tomakeabatter that bindsthe
vegetables.

Heat oil onagriddlieor frying pan
until adrop of the batter sizzleson
contact.

Pour about 1/2 cup of the batter
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onto the griddle and flatten into a
pancake. Flipwhenthefirst sidehas
browned. Makes10-12 cakes.

Serve with soy sauce or mayon-
naise.

The original recipe called for
cooking 1 cup of batter at atime. |
tried that thefirst time, but the cake
wastoo big to turn, so | went with
half a cup and the result is a cake
about the size of an average salad
plate — easy to turn and browns
nicely.

We ended up with 10 cakes and
two people. | decided to freeze the
extrasbetween sheetsof waxed pa-
per. Whenthecakeswereall frozen,
| storedtheminaplastichagwiththe
waxed paper still inplace.

| triedreheatingtwoinaskilletfor
lunch and that worked well. | also
tried to substitute cooking spray for
oil when reheating. That worked
well aslong as | remembered to
spray both sides of the cakes.

We were out of soy sauce, and |
didn'tfeel likeadding extracalories
withmayo, but Steve said themayo
was good.

The other vegetable dish | tried
was an idea from the Nov. 1

Woman'sDay magazine:

Cutahead of broccoli intoflorets.
Toss with a sliced red onion, twe
tablespoons oil, one teaspoon salt
and 1/2 teaspoon pepper.

Spread on afoil-lined, rimmec
baking sheet and roast at 450 de-
greesfor 20to 25 minutes, until veg-
etables are tinged with brown anc
crisp-tender.

This seems to be another way to
serve broccoli, which | always
steam, without adding too many
calories.

Thelast recipeideawasgivento
meby afriend. Shesaidthat sheputs
everything in her slaw that she
wouldnormally putinagreen salad
— carrots, onions, green peppers,
celery, radishes, cucumbers, even
pickles, pluscheese. Shesaiditwas
delicious. It soundsalittle strange,
but I thinkitwill work and 1’ mplan-
ningtotryit, butl think 1’1l leaveout
the pickles, radishes and cucum-
bers. I'm not big on pickles and
Stevewon't eat the other two.

Now if | canjust find arecipefor
calorielesscheeseburgers.

Fishing had It upsand downs

| gottogofishingtheother day. It
wasgreat.

OK, itwasatoughday.

Thesunwasshining, thesky was
bright, buttheshadowswereal ready
down onthecanyon.

| fellinthecreek, lost my poleand
bruised someribs.

But worse things could happen.

Likenot going fishing.

I liketofish.It' srelaxingandfun,
and sometimes you catch some-
thing.

I likefishinginKansas. Yousiton
thebank, or onthe dock, and watch
your bobber. If you' relucky, andthe
fisharebiting, you catchsomecrap-
pies. Maybe a bass or a couple of
walleye.

But on a soft summer evening,
with the sun setting and the water
warmandinvitingtoyour toes, what
better thingto do?

The dock is especially good if
there’ sabaseball gameontheradio.

It helpsif the fish are biting, but
it'snot required.

| like deep sea fishing. There's
dramaand sport infinding thefish,
atunaor marlin or dorado.

A lot of days, you don’t catch
much. But the suniswarm and the
boat might stir up a school of por-
poise. Whales might jump. A mar-
linmight bite.

L astweek, though, | wasfly fish-
ing for trout in the warm autumn

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkan%scom)

By SteveHaynes

sun.

It should havebeenaperfect day,
evenif | gotoutalittlelate. Thefish
were biting, and | was just letting
them go.

| wasthereto watch themriseto
thefly, strike and run. To seethem
fight and flashin their shiny glory

Andwatch them swim away.

Y ou don’t have to keep fish to
havefun. Whenthey’ respawningin
the fall, it's better for you and for
themtolet them go.

Then | came to the big hole,
dammed up by somebig rocks.

They looked solid.

| stepped up and started to cast.

And the rocks moved. | tried to
balance, but to no avail.

| went oneway. My polewent the
other.

| landed in the creek, on some
rocks.

My chest hit first, and when | got
up | couldfed it.

Not broken, probably, but you
couldtell it would be sore.

My polewas nowhereto beseen,
and | started to figure out how 1’0
explain to Cynthiathat | needed &
new fly rod at, what, $250 or $3007

| thought I' d better look around.

It wasn't downstream.

| cameback tothebighole, afour-
foot aspen rod in hand, and startec
fishing.

| can’t tell you how glad | was
when that pole cameup.

Then, | figured, since | was all
wet, 1'd better get back to the car
before hypothermiaset in.

There were a couple of holesin
theway, and | caught twomorefish.

See. It wasn't such abad day.

| had my pole, nine fish on the
scorecard and the cliffsin the late
evening light, those were spectacu-
lar.

What' s afew bruises and some
wet clothes compared to that?

Itwasgreat.

| guessyouhavetolovefishingtc
understand.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Colorado: ShawnaKarl, Karen
Buxton, Brighton; Lucille Baren-
berg, Aurora; GladysBeeson, Foun-
tain; Dean Alexander, Centenniadl;
Margaret Schomburg, Delores
Troester, Lakewood; LindaMarint-
zer, Westminster;

Nebraska: EllenKennedy, How-
ard Mace, Y. Houghtelling, Mc-
Cook Daily Gazette, Carl and Sher-
rel Adams, McCook; Sharon
Wurm, Staplehurst; RamonaHorn-
kohl, Danbury; Hulda Frick, Dale

Bamesberger, Indianola; Mrs.
Raymond Haag, Bartley;

Texas: LindaForgue, Richmond;

Elsewhere: Michael Glover,
Dulfur, Ore.; Bill Mrstik, Milwau-
kee, Ill.; Mrs. Gladys Schichtel,
Traverse, Mich.; Jim Ater, Hilo,
Hawaii; Dorothy Graham, Fresno,
Calif.; Darrell Landau, Garden
Grove, Calif.; Mark W. New, Stone
Ridge, Va.; Phil Frickey, Moraga,
Cdlif.; Mae Hester, Sugarloaf, Ca
lif.; Dean Knutson, Council Bluffs,
lowa; Pat Watson, Payson, Ariz.;
WayneHerzog, CitrusHeights, Ca-
lif.; Mrs. G.L. Ankenman, Federal

Way, Wash.; Merlin R. Schroer,
SantaClara, Cdlif;

Kansas: Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer,
Grinnell; Kenneth Price, Clayton;
Sylvester Ritter Farms Inc., Brice
Meitl, Dresden; Mary Carper, June
Vavroch, David Carter, Jennings;
Brad Simonsson, Wamego; Kevin
Rush, Duane Vessey, Olathe; Mrs.
Robert Ingold, Lenexa; Larry
Raobertson, Wichita; Jeff Ostmeyer,
Salina; Mrs. Ron Fikan, Tillie
Pitner, Atwood; Wayne Marietta,
Russell; Brent Phillips, Hi-Plains
Coop, Irene Kruse, and Geralc
Dellere, Selden.



