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Gasprices
may double
thiswinter

Energy company says

billsalready

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

It's no secret that heating prices
aregoingtobehigher thanthey were
last winter. The question is how
high?

Natural gas pricesright now are
doublewhat they werelastyear, said
Bob Helm, manager of corporate
communications for Midwest En-
ergy. That means that people are
going to pay twicethe pricefor the
actual gasthisyear.

Last year, said Mr. Helm, con-
sumerspaid $6.70for 1,000 British
Thermal Units, which means that
one“therm” was67 cents. Onagas
bill, he said, use is measured in
therms. Toestimatehow muchyour
heating billsmight bethissummer,
takethe amount of thermsused last
year and multiply it by the current
Cost.

Right now, he added, gas on the
New Y ork Mercantile Exchangeis
around $13 per 1,000 BTU or
around $1.30 atherm.

Only 70 percent of the bill, said
Mr. Helm, will double or increase
becausethatisthecommodity price.
Thirty percent of the bill last year
wasdelivery charges, whichhaven't
changed.

Soif the bill was $100 last yesr,
he said, 70 percent or $70isgoing
to doubleand 30 percent or $30will
stay the same. So the bill thisyear
would be $170, said Mr. Helm.

Basically, hesaid, they aretelling
peopletolook for gasbillsto be 50
to 75 percent higher.

Another thingtoremember isthat

nigher here

Tipson how
tosaveenergy

With natural gas prices ex-
pected to increase 50 to 75 per-
cent over last year, there are
some things homeowners can
dotohelp savemoney and con-
serveenergy.

Here are sometipson how to
keep energy costs down this
winner:

* Vacuum floor furnace ex-
changers, space heater heat ex-
changersandrefrigerator coils.

* If an essential area of the
houseiscold, useafantomove
heat from warm rooms rather
thanusingaspaceheater or turn-
ing up thethermostat.

*» Openshadesand curtainson

(SeeTIPSon Page 10A)

the price customers pay isgoing to
depend onhow coldit getsthiswin-
ter. The colder the year, the more
demand, the higher the price of gas
— and themore you use.

If theweather isthesameasitwas
lastyear, thengasusemight besimi-
lar. If it is colder, the bills will be
higher, butif itiswarmer theusewill
belower.

Basically, said Mr. Helm, the
priceof gashasbeengoingupsince
2001. Itistypical supply and de-
mand. Thereisn’tenoughsupply for

(SeeNATURAL on Page 10A)

Fall harves
producescrop
doublelast year

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Decatur County’sfall harvest is
cominginnearly twiceashigaslast
year, with some elevators already
full and piling grain on the ground,
andit’ still going.

In most parts of the county, fall
harvest started in September, said
Karol Evans, Decatur Co-opgeneral
manager, but combinesarestill roll-
ing. With occasional rains, farmers
have had to stay out of the fields
waiting for thingsto dry out.

Now elevatorsaregettingfull and
milo has been put on the ground in
several locations.

Weightsranging from 57 to over
60 pounds per bushel have beenre-
ported across the county for corn,
milo and soybeans.

At the Decatur Co-op, said Mr.
Evans, they havetakenin2 million
bushelsof fall cropsat al of their six
locations, and harvest isn’t over.
Last year in November, the co-op
had taken in alittle over amillion
bushel sof corn, milo, sunflower and
soybeans.

Mr. Evanssaid heexpectsharvest
toend at all the branchesexcept for
Danbury, by thisweekend.

So far, test weights on milo and
corn have been over 60 pounds per
bushel and there haven’t been any
problemswith moisture.

“Harvest hasbeen excellent,” he

said.

Forthemost part, saidMr. Evans,
all of thelocationshave beendoing
better than last year. In Jennings,
they havetakenin 228 percent more
corn than they did last year. In
Herndon, there hasbeen ahugein-
crease, too. Thedroughtthelast few
years hit those two areas hard, Mr.
Evanssaid.

In Kanona, Danbury, Herndon
and Jennings, they arestartingto put
grainontheground.

At Hansen-Mueller elevatorsin
Oberlinand Cedar Bluffs, Manager
Bill Gotchall agreed harvest has
beengood. InCedar Bluffs, hesaid,
the elevator is full and they have
been putting grain on the ground.
Thereisjust alittle bit of room for
corn left there, hesaid.

InOberlin, theelevator hastaken
inaround 35,000 bushel of miloand
105,000 bushels of corn. In Cedar
Bluffs, Mr. Gotchall said, they have
around 108,000 bushel sof cornand
about 65,000 bushelsof milo.

Thetest weights, said Mr. Gotc-
hall, have been good, running 57
pounds per bushel or better.

Hansen-Mueller got their first
load around the end of September.
Thefarmersaren'treally sayingtoo
much, hesaid, but harvest hasbeen
better than it has been.

(See CROPS on Page 10A)

Classescance ed
for teacher training

There Il beno classesin Oberlin
Schools on Friday because of a
teacher training day.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
Kely Gillespiefromthe Southwest
Plains Regional Service Center, an
expert on computerized local as-
sessments,iscomingtodothetrain-

ing. Fridayiswhenhecouldbehere.
Sincetherewon’t beany school that
day, Mr. Glodt said, the scheduled
|ate start next Wednesday has been
canceled.

That means school will start at
8:20 am. next Wednesday.

NG

A'Yabba-dabba-do
winscosumecontes

FOR HALLOWEEN, Dr. Douglas Fair and hiswife
Sandy (above) dressed up as Fred and WilmaFlintstone.
Their office, complete with Pebbles and Betty, won third
placeinthecostumecontestin Oberlin. Payton Cox (right),
2, marchedintheTrick or Trunk paradedowntown dressed
asStrawberry Shortcake. Grady L ohoefener (below) kept
warm dressed asachili pepper while he slept through the
parade. The Good Samaritan Center staff and residents
took first place in the costume contest and Fredrickson
Insurance Agency took third.

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

County changeshiringpolicy

The Decatur County commis-
sionersapprovedaresolutiontoadd
volunteers to the list of positions
covered by the county’s nepotism
policy.

A few weeks ago, Sheriff Ken
Badsky deputized hiswife Jan and
Undersheriff Randy McHugh's
wife Kristin. The commissioners
said since the women were depu-
tized, the county could be held re-
sponsibleif they wereinjuredwhile
riding in the sheriff’ s department
vehicles.

Sheriff Badsky said when they
have to take a woman prisoner
somewhere, they need afemale
deputy, sinceitisan all male staff
now. Both his wife and Mrs.
McHugh, he said, could ride along
on transports of female prisoners
after they were deputized.

Commissioners asked whether
that violatesthe county’ spolicy on
nepotism, which bars supervisors
from hiring any relative.

Last Tuesday, Sheriff Badsky
said he checked into the policy,

Attheir meeting last Tuesday, the
Decatur County commissioners:

* Approved a resolution adding
volunteers to the positions covered
bythe county’s nepotism policy. Story
atleft.

+ Accepted a policy to allow ran-
dom drug and alcohol testing for the

County countdown

rural fire department and emergency
medical service workers. Story on
Page 10A.

+ Gave the go ahead for dirt and
concrete work atthe parking lotatthe
Good Samaritan Center. Story to
come.

which saysthat county department
headscan’thirerelatives.Hesaidhe
looked uptheword hiredinthedic-
tionary and every meaning hashire
as doing something for afee. His
wifeisn’t getting paid to be depu-
tized, he said; sheisavolunteer.

Thebiggest concern, said County
Commissioner DoyleBrown, isthe
insurancethroughtheKansasCoun-
ties Association Multi-lined Pool.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said the state has alaw which says
that anempl oyeeincludesvolunteer
officers.

“Then you need to change the
nepotism policy to say employee,”
said Mr. Badsky.

That would be a good idea, to
changethepolicy toincludevolun-
teer employees, saidMr. Hirsch, and
that is what the commissioners
agreedtodo.

The resolution was signed and
will beprintedin The Oberlin Her-
aldonetime. Itgoesintoeffectwith
after itispublished.

Sheriff Badsky was not in the
meeting when the commissioners

(SeePOLICY on Page 10A)

Bdlots
avalable

Voterswho live in Oberlin
City limitsand did not receive
amail ballot for the Sunday
sales of beer and alcohoal still
have time to contact the
Decatur County clerk’ soffice
to get one.

Clerk Marilyn Horn, who
serves as the county election
officer, said there may have
been a glitch in the computer
programwhenthey mailed out
the ballots. Some rural ad-
dressesin the city limits may
not have received balots. If a
voter didn’t receive aballot,
she said, stop by the clerk’s
officeor call her at 475-8102.

All ballots must be in the
office by noon on Tuesday.
Shehasreceivedaround 250to
300 ballots so far out of 1,049
sent out.
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Drug
testing
required

Decatur County commissioners
decided|ast Tuesday torequiredrug
and alcohol testing for therural fire
department and emergency medical
serviceworkers.

The county aready tests people
whodrivethetransportationbusfor
drugs or alcohol. Now the county
can test the fire chief, ambulance
director and emergency workersat
random for drugsand alcohal.

Theplanisforthefirefightersand
ambulance crew, too, prohibiting
themfromusingal cohol or drugson
thejob.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
thetestswill only bedoneonreason-
ablesuspicion. Thefirefightersand
ambulance workers will receive a
copy of the policy with their pay-
checks.

Commissioners received an up-
date from Blue Cross/Blue Shield
on the county’ s advance life insur-
ance. Thecounty buyslifeinsurance
from Blue Cross/Blue Shield for
employeeswhodiesothat theestate
getsthemoney. Thenew plan says
that an employee with aterminal
disease can request up to $50,000
beforethey dieto help pay for bills
and expenses. The county paysfor
theinsurance.

In other business, commission-
ers.

*Heldal0-minuteclosed session
for non-el ected personnel with Bert
Cool, emergency preparedness di-
rector. Therewas no action taken.

e Appointed Commissioner
Ralph Unger as the delegate for
KansasA ssoci ation of Countiesand
Kansas Workers Risk Cooperative
for Counties. Mr. Unger also was
appointed as the alternate del egate
fortheKansasCountiesAssociation
Multi-linePool, aninsurancecoop-
erative.

* Crops
double
last year

(Continued from Page 1A)

At Norcatur Grain, the elevator
has taken in 450,000 bushels of
corn, 55,000 bushels of milo and
50,000 bushel s of soybeans.

Testweightshavebeenaround 60
pounds per bushel.

AtD& SGraininTraer, co-owner
Rich Grafel said they aren’t taking
in milo this year but the corn and
sunflowers have been good. Sun-
flowersyieldshavebeengood, said
Mr. Grafel, and the oil content has
been high.

Cornyields, he said, have been
better than expected, with weights
up to 61 pounds per bushel.

He added that they still have a
littleroom left. Mr. Grafel said the
elevator has taken in around
280,000 bushels of corn.

In the Traer area, he said, they
started to cut around the second
week in September and areabout 75
percent done. Harvest has taken a
littletimewithrecent rains, hesaid.
Farmershadtowait for fieldstodry
out.

Fairground.

Roast
ralses
money

A group of local farmersraised
$1,300 to help improve the live-
stock facilities at the Decatur
County Fairgrounds with a hog
roast before the football game
Thursday.

Withtwohogsdonated by Farm
Credit of Colby, the group was
able to feed just over 200 people
in City Park beforethegame. The
meat was cooked by the Oberlin
Jaycees, dinner service was do-
nated by Dwight Wentz with
A&WandD&M Sinclair Service,
and4-H membershelped servethe
food along with their parents.

Thegroup servedthepork sand-
wiches, chips, beans, icedteaand
water.

All of themoney raised will go
forthefacilitiesat thefairgrounds.

Michael Wasson and Clay

AT THE HOG ROAST beforethefootball game Thursday, Erin May (above) sat on
the curb and ate her dinner while her mother and brother hel ped serve. Clay Anderson
and Michaegl Wasson (below) talked over thegrill. Thetwo menhel ped organizetheevent
to raise money for improvementsto the 4-H livestock facilities at the Decatur County

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Anderson helped organize the
feed. Thegrouphadalready raised
$30,000, but wants to get to
$50,000 before starting on the
project, which will be a covered
arena and new housing for live-
stock.

The group is asking for wean-
ing-wei ght steersto bedonated to
theeffort. Thesewill befed at the
Decatur County Feed Yard. The
men have16 steerscommitted and

would like to get 30. Donations
will be taken for the next two
weeks.

The men are also taking grain
donations. Karol Evans at the
Decatur Co-ophassetupa“grain
bank,” with space to store the
grain.

Anyone who wants to make a
donation should call Mr. Wasson
at 475-3596 or Mr. Anderson at
322-5655.

Tour tofeaturebusnesses

TheChamber alsoistakingreser- Way. Ticketswill cost $20for adults
vations for businesses that want to  and $10 for kids, which includesa

Reservations are being taken for
the annual Business to Business
tour, planned for 4 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 13. Theideaisto let people
know what businessesin Oberlin
havefor Christmas shopping.

‘00 CHEVROLET

Thetourisopentoeveryone. Call
theChamber of Commerceofficeat
475-3441 or stop by to make ares-
ervation. The $6.50 fee includes a
soup-and-sandwich dinner at The
Gateway after thetour.

‘99 CHRYSLER

beonthetour. Thereisno charge.
All reservations must be in by

Thursday, Nov. 10.

‘98 MERCURY

GRAND MARQUIS LS

Super Clean, Fully Equipped,
New Tires, Local Lady Owned.

MONTE CARLO LS

Local owner, V-6, Sunroof,
Very Sporty.

CONCORDE LX

Local Trade, 2.7 Liter V-6, All
the Power Toys, New Tires.

*8,900

‘91 CHEVUROLET
TRHOELT

Local One Owner, 5.7 Liter
V-8, Leather, Only 34,000
Miles, Super Sharp!!

e ®
6,900

‘94 GHEVROLET G20
CONVERSION VAN

V-8, Full Power, Local One
Owner, Very Clean. Priced Right.

°6,900

‘00 BUICK
LeSABRE CUSTOM

Another Nice Local Owner,
3800 V-6, CD Player, P. Seat,
FW

Round the cauldron
through and through,
we're scirring up
great deals for you!

B — @
*12,900

°8,900

ﬂ—"’ﬂﬂ[l’nmﬂvpnmm: ) suncx f:f, Codittne
201 East B Street 345-3500 800-456-5046

* Natural

gas

billstojump
thiswinter

(Continued from Page 1A)
the demand and there isn’t enough
timeto get the supply into the pipe-
line, somoreof thegasisheingused
while there isn’t any more being
pulled out of the ground.

A lot of power plantsarerunning
on natural gas, hesaid, andthey’'re
using thefuel year around.

Thereisn't as much natural gas
going into storage for winter, said
Mr. Helm, and that also hasdriven
the price up.

Tohelpwithbills, hesaidtheytell
customersto get on budget billing.
Virtually anyone can get on budget
billing, although they need to be
current with their bill. Instead of
highbillsinthewinter andlow bills
in the summer, the customer pays
the sameamount all year.

With budget billing, evenif abill
goesup, theincreaseisspread over
12 months, he said. That isthe No.
1 thing customers should do.

Another suggestionistopurchase
asetback or digital thermostat. Mr.
Helm said they can set the thermo-
stat back when they are gone, at
work or at night while they arein
bed.

If peoplejust can’t pay their hills,
hesaid, they needto contact their gas
supplier as soon as possible. There
are several agencies, including the
state Department of Social and Re-
habilitation Services, theAmerican
Red Cross, the Salvation Army and
United Way agencies, that canhelp.

Thegovernor, hesaid, hasstarted
a new website call Warm Help,
which helpswith energy conserva-
tiontips.

Theincreaseinnatural gasprices
isanational problem, henoted, and
eventhegovernorissayingthebills
aregoingtobehigh. Mr. Helm saic
they arejust trying to keep custom-
ersinformedsothey aren’ t surprisec
by thejump.

* Tipstohdp lower
higher heat cogts

(Continued from Page 1A)
sunny daysto catch the sun’s heat;
close them at night; tape cracksin
window glass; make surewindows
are locked and storm windows are
all closed; if nostormwindows, tape
plastic over windows; stuff scrap
rags or foam around window air
conditionersto prevent leakage.

At night or when away from
home, turn down the thermostat.

« If afireplace will not be used,
raise the damper and seal off with
insulation, then close damper. Be
sure to remove insulation before
fireplaceisused again.

* Lay arolled-up rug or towel at

the base of an outside door if |eak-
ing occurs.

* Replaceor clean furnacefilters
monthly.

«Fill gapsor crackswherethesid-
ing meetsthefoundation with rags,
caulkingor scrap material. Twenty-
fivepercent of ahome' sair | eakage
occursat thislocation.

* Replacethewasherinadripping
hot-water faucet, seal outside air
penetrationsunder sinks; takeshort
showers rather than baths; reduce
water heater settings to 100 to 120
degrees; use a cold-water laundry
detergent and switch from hot war
ter towarm.

* Policy changed
toadd volunteers

(Continued from Page 1A)
made the decision. He went to the
annual Kansas Sheriff’s Associa-
tion meeting and wasto report back
on what other sheriffs have done
about the situation.

Under the policy, a department
headwhowantstohirearelativecan
ask permission from the commis-
sioners.

Sheriff Badsky said Undersheriff

McHugh is back from Louisiana,
where he served with the National
Guard.

Mr. McHugh stopped by the
meeting and talked with the com-
missionersfor aminute.

Sheriff Badsky said he inter-
viewed two people for a part-time
deputy job. Both had apsychol ogi-
cal evaluation, hesaid, and heplans
tohireone.

Pheasant banquet set

Only 1 /12 weeks remain until
pheasant season kicks off, and the
Sunflower Chapter of Pheasants
Forever haschangeditsannual ban-
guet back to Friday, Nov. 11.

Mike Ferguson, president with
the chapter, said the banquet will
start around 5:30 p.m. at The Gate-

primerib dinner.

Thebanquet will featureliveand
silent auctions. Mr. Ferguson said
Johnson Realty will do the auction
this year. There will also be door

‘94 LINCOLN
TOWN CAR

Nice Kansas Trade, Leather,

Local Owner,

prizes and raffles for men, women
and kids.

Mr. Ferguson said the chapter
decidedtofocusonyouthmembers,
or Ringnecks, this year. Dues for
kidsare$5, whichcanbepaidat the
door. Mr. Ferguson saidthechapter
will start amentoring program this
year for young members.

Tickets can be purchased at the
door. Pheasant season openson Sat-
urday, Nov. 12. The chapter had
planned to have the banquet that
night, but thereweretoo many com-
plaints.

‘02 CADILLAC
SEDAN DeVILLE

Immaculate, All

Full Power, V-8, Runs & the Toys, Leather 42,000 Miles.

Drives Perfect.

*3,900

‘94 CHEVROLET
S$-10 REG. CAB

2WD, Local Trade, V-6, Auto,
Good Tires, Clean.

‘_

*3,900

4x4, Soft Top, 5 speed, A/C,
New Tires, 51,000 Miles, 4.0

6 cyl.
a1

e
11,900

CHEVROLET - BUICK - PONTIAC - CADILLAC

McCook, Nebraska




