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Consolidation of schools
rearsitsugly head again

Early on, the“C” word rearsitsugly head.

Thelegidative session hasn't even started,
and aprominent Republican already wantsto
start consolidating school districts.

Senate President Steve Morris, a Hugoton
Republican, saysthel egid atureneedsto con-
sider forced consolidations to make Kansas

schools“moreefficient.”

That soundsgood, butit’ sall wrong.

ThoughMr. Morrissayshe’ stalkingmostly
about small districtsthat surround and bedevil
mammoth eastern Kansas megadistricts, the
consolidation net would sweep up alot of ru-

ral schools.

Out in western Kansas, at least, consolida-
tion iswell under way. Small districts are
merging or folding astheir student base dis-
appears. We're fast headed toward the sup-
posed ideal of onedistrict per county.

Thereal danger, infact, isthatwewon'thave
enough studentssomeplacestomaintaineven
that. The specter of students riding 60 to 90
milesto classeach day, then repeating theor-
deal inthe evening, isnot inviting.

Many issues complicate any consolidation
of eastern districts. Most of the outlying dis-
tricts are heavily white, while city districts
tendtobemorediverse. Whencity parentssent
their kids out to the country schools, is that
because classesarebetter taught, or hallways
safer, or becausethestudent body isthat much

whiter?

It sfoolish to believe that district consoli-
dation would save the state or anyone else
money. It never happens. Themoney just gets

spent.

I’ soneof thelawsof government. Reorga-
nization and consolidation means shuffling
the money and the people around, but no ac-
tual money ever issaved.

Another thing about consolidation: If the
Legislature is serious about the Augenblick

and Meyers study, which caused all this

trouble and which the Supreme Court relied
on to set spending standards, it needsto ook
at breaking up some of the megadistricts.
That was one of the consultants least-re-
marked recommendations. The study found

that thelargecity districts— Topeka, Kansas

tionwell.

thing good.

City, Wichita, Shawnee Mission and Blue
Valley, for instance— were too big to func-

So, why not split some of the giants and
merge their offspring with some of those
pesky rural districts around them? Give the
supposedly well run smaller districts more
kids, more money — and morecolor.

Parentsshould behappy their kidswouldbe
insmaller classesin smaller districts.

Educatorsought torelishtheopportunity to
improve education.

Politicians could say they redlly did some-

But those big districts are politically pow-
erful andtheir superintendentsaren’tgoingto
jump off thegravy train any time soon.

So, what’ sleft?

If consolidation comes up, the Legidlature
will pick onthelittleguysasusual.
Let’snot gothere.

—SeveHaynes

Building housetaxing but fun

| thought the house was a mess
before we left for Mexico. You
should seeit now.

It looks like “ The Wreck of the
Hesperus’ washed ashore in our
front room. Mountains of dirty
clothes, boxes of Mexican vanilla,
plastic tubs of kitchen utensils,
sleeping bags, blanketsand air mat-
tresses, lost-and-found items we
don’t knowwhothey belongto, and,
of course, containers of leftover
food.

Notreal food, but stuff likeoneor
two breakfast barsin abox, one or
twoindividual servingsizecontain-
ersof applesauce, ahalf-eaten pack-
age of dried pineapple chunks, and
(I know they didn’t mean to leave
this) a just-opened container of
cashews. |’ mafraidthat will begone
beforewefind therightful owner.

Jim managed to keep his tools
segregated from the melee that
erupted inthe house. Heknew if he
let things get commingled, he
wouldn’t beableto get back towork
for aweek.

I remember hearing him say
something like, “Let’s get every-
thing put away before the work
week starts.”

But hemust have said it as| was
succumbing to exhaustion. It’'s
Monday morning, and we're still
weaving our way betweenthepiles,
boxesand crates.

—ob—

| was so proud of our little team
of workers. This was the smallest
team we have ever built a house
with.

Now, we know why the mission
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group we operate through suggests
nolessthan 12 peopleonateam. We
had 11, and it taxed every oneof us
to the max. Physically, it was the
hardest | haveever hadtowork ona
house. I’ mnot ready to concedemy
agemight havesomethingtodowith
it.

Asfar asfungoes, though, wehad
aball. My, how we laughed. We
playedBibletriviagamesinthevan
and even managed to stump the
preacher’ s wife and the evangelist
(Jim) afew times.

No major injuriesto report. Just

theusual slivers, bruises, achesand
pains. With Nurse Charlaon board,
though, we were prepared for any-
thing short of open-heart surgery. It
was like having our own MASH
unit.

—ob—

Sleep isthe one commodity I'm
still short on. Asl writethis, | catch
myself nodding off. It sgoingto be
alongfirst day back at work.

Maybe if | wear a pair of dark
glassesmy co-workerswon't notice
if | doze off every now z-z-z and z-
Z-7-7-7-7-7-Z.

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
tothe Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.
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KANSAS
HOUSE SPEAKER
DOUG MAYS SAYS
i MODERATE REPUBLICANS
ARE ON THE LEFT.

HMMM...WELL,
You'veé GOTTA ADMIT
THEY'RE CERTAINLY
LEFT OF
THE RIGHT.

Women reportersearned awards

Thereshould have been abanner
saying “Feminists Forever” above
the doorway so the guys could cut
and run.

But therewasn’t,andal 10or 11
of themgot suckedintothehall atthe
National Geographic Building in
Washington, along with the 100 or
SO women.

A lawyer and fellow journalist
had secured tickets for usto Inter-
national Women’'s Media Founda-
tion “Courage in Journalism”
awards.

Firstthereweredrinksandhors'd
oeuvresinthefoyer.

Asonemanputit,“ Thegroceries
aregood andthedrinksarefree.”

| had aglass of wineand went to
check outthefood, sincesupper had
beenasalad and | washungry.

Onetable wastaken up by six or
eight kinds of sushi. | don't care
what they do toiit, it’ sraw seafood
andrice, and | don’t do sushi.

A second table had Mideastern
dishes — flat bread, a couple of
kinds of humus (that’s smashed
chickpeas) and some rice dish. |
grabbed a piece of bread and some
humus. Chickpeas are better than
fish, butonly alittle. Still, youhave
to havean openmind.

LikeGoldilocks, | foundthethird
table more to my liking, with duck
eggrolls, chickenpuffsand pastries.
| had acoupleof eggrollsandapuff.
Thepastrieswere not on my diet.

Thenitwastimetowatchthecer-
emoniesinthetheater. Fivewomen
sat onthestagewiththepresident of
the Geographic’s women’s media
group moderating. It turned out that
three of thewomen werethe award
winnersand two wereinterpreters.

Next time | complain that the
school board, county commission,
city council or aletter writer is be-
ing mean to me, remind me of this
column.

Sumi K han coverscrime, funda
mentalism and violence against
women in Bangladesh, one of the
world’s most dangerous countries
for journalists.

\C
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She was forced to leave the first
paper she worked for because of a
story she wrote about a woman
raped by aprominent businessman.
When he was done, he threw the
woman off hisbalcony.

Last year, threemen beat her and
slashed her with aknife. The wife
and mother of
two was in the
hospital for sev-
eral weeks and
still does not
have full use of
onehand. “You
have gone too
far,” onesaid.

Sumi Kahn Today her

beat — at her
new newspaper — is the
Bangladesh Mafia.

AnjaNiedringhaus, an Associ-
ated Pressphotographer, started her
career asateenager taking pictures
of thefall of the Berlin Wall in her
native Germany.

She’s been
covering wars
for 15years, first
in the middle of
Europe and
morerecentlyin
theMiddleEast,
Irag and Af-
ghanistan. Her
photos dwell on
thetoll of waron  Niedringhaus
theinnocent, pri-
marily women and children

This spring, she was the only
woman on the 11-member Associ-
ated Pressteamthat wonthePulitzer
Prize for breaking news photogra-
phy, mostly from Iraqg.

She saysit’stoo dangerous now
for ablonde Europeanwomantoge
out taking pictures in Iraq. She
spends her days editing pictures
from ahotel inthe Green Zone.

Shahla Sherkat isthe editorial
director of Zanan (Women) in
Tehran. She founded the monthly
magazine in 1991, after she was
firedaseditorial director at thegov-
ernment-owned weekly magazine
Zan-eRouz (Today’ sWoman).

Sincethen shehastriedtotell the
storiesof women' slivesinher coun-
try, defying the
authorities, whe
are a continual
threattoher free-
domto report.

One issue of
her magazine
was seized by
the government
and destroyed
because it con-
tained aphoto of
the uncovered face and wrists of &
woman.

Shespent four hoursarguingwith
agang of fundamentalist young men
bent on destroying all her equip-
ment. She wore them out and they
left.

She said through an interpreter
that many of her friendstell her they
buy the magazine but do not take it
home because their husbands and
fathers would forbid them to con-
tinuegettingit.

Boy, that makes an angry call
fromapublicofficia I’ veoffendec
look pretty tame. Talk about cour-

age.

S. Sherkat

Flghtlngblrdflu noeawtask

MikeL eavitt hasamission.

Taking over akey post in an ad-
ministrationthat’ sbeen battered by
stormspolitical and temporal, he'd
liketo block the next blow.

Experts say bird flu is coming,
maybeakiller virusliketheonethat
took root at Camp Funston, Kan.,in
1918 and killed as many as 40 mil-
lionworldwide.

Asthe new secretary of Health
and Human Services, one of Mr.
Leavitt' sjobsistofightbirdflu.It's
no small thing.

Whileit's been nearly a century
sincethelast great outbreak, avian
influenzais always there. For the
most part, it sadisease of chickens
andotherfowl. Onceinagreatwhile
it mutatestothepoint wherehumans
can spread it to oneanother.

Asin1918.

If that happenstoday — and epi-
demiologistsfear it might—thetoall
worldwidemight befar greater than
in 1918. Millions of Americans
might die.

And someone would blame Mr.
L eavitt’ sboss, no doubt.

George Bush's fault, along with
thehurricanesand thewar.

Speaking to the National Press
Club in Washington last week, the
former governor of Utahdid not pre-
tendthat thegovernmentisready to
prevent abird flupandemic. Nona-
tion on Earth is prepared, he said.
Thereisamad scrambleto produce
antiviral drugsand vaccines, but no
one hasastockpile.

“But we' rebetter prepared today
than we were yesterday,” Mr.
L eavitt said, “and we'll be better
prepared tomorrow than we areto-
day.”

Onetask istorevitdizetheU.S.
vaccineindustry, which can’t cope
with demand for normal flu vac-

AIongtheSappa
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cines. If apandemic comes, it’ll re-
guirevaccinemadeto matchthevi-
rus as mutated. Millions of doses
will havetobemadeand distributed
insidesix months.

That’ snot muchtimeinthedrug
industry. Today, vaccines are pro-
duced inside eggs, one dose at a
time. New technol ogy wouldcut the
timerequiredto build avaccine.

Meanwhile, health experts are
keepinganeyeonbirdflu. It' skilled
about 126 people so far, mostly in
Southeast Asia. It does not spread
readily from human to human. So
far.

Mr. Leavitt, just back from atour
of Vietham and other flu hotspots,
says the strategy health officials
hope to adopt isto quickly contain
any flu outbreaks until vaccineis
available.

“Think of theworld asavast dry
forest, susceptibletofire,” the sec-
retary said. “1t only takesaspark to
setitoff. If you' retherewhenit hap-
pens, though, you canputit outwith
your foot.”

In an age of global travel un-
dreamed of in 1918, that might be
more difficult than it sounds. Still,
Mr. Leavitt says, it’ sthe only hope
we have right now. If the current
H5N1 variant of the virus doesn’t
spread or mutate thisyear, the next
versionmight.

Containmentisvital, becausethe
worldlackstheability to makevac-

cinefast enough or inlarge enough
amounts to protect everyone. Cur-
rent contracts for HSN1 vaccine
amount to 3 to 6 million doses,
hardly a drop in the bucket. New
technology will be required tc
changethat, Mr. L eavitt said.

It arace against time. Scientists
areconvincedafluoutbreakiscom:-
ing becauseit awayshascome.

“1f the past isprologue,” the sec-
retary says, “thenweareoverduefor
apandemic.”

Andif there could beamore per-
fect storm, thiswould be it. While
hurricanesand earthquakesareover
inaday or two, he notes, aflu pan-
demic couldlast ayear or two. Full
mobilization would berequired for
theduration.

All of which must make being
governor of Utah, or even environ-
mental protection administrator,
look pretty simple.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Heaviness in the heart of
man maketh it stoop: but a
good word maketh it glad.

Proverbs12:25
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