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Education chief answer squestions

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thenew K ansaseducation commissioner
and the areamember of the state Board of
Education were met with questions from
around 20 adults and the senior classfrom
Decatur Community High School onMon-
day.

Commissioner Bob Corkinsand Connie
Morrisof St. Francis, whoservesonthestate
boardfor Digtrict 5, answered questionsand
talked mainly about charter schoolsinKan-
sasinad45-minutesession at The Gateway.
Thesenior classrodetheactivity busto The
Gateway.

Mr. Corkins, the first commissioner
who' snever been apublic school adminis-
trator, said charter schoolsareformed by the
local school board. Basically, he said, the
board agrees on acurriculum for acharter
school, whichcanemphasizeacertainarea.
Thereare 26 in Kansasalready, hesaid.

Charter schools can help in situations
wheretherearealot of low-incomeor spe-
cial education students, he said. In some
cases, dternativestructuresfor thestudents
tolearnneedtobeaddressed. A publicchar-
ter school, hesaid, isstill state funded.

Thecommissioner said hewantstomake

theKansaspublic school systemasgoodas
it can be. Mr. Corkinssaid he and hiswife
areproductsof the public school systemin
Kansas. He said hewantsto help makethe
public schoolsso good that they arethetop
choicefor people.

Mrs. Morris said charter schools would
need to be accredited and home schools
would probably not work in this situation.

Several of the high school seniorsasked
Mr. Corkinsand Mrs. Morrisquestions.

One girl asked why the two were in
Oberlinfor asuchashort timeandwhy they
didn’'t have the meeting at one of the

schools.

Mr. Corkinssaiditisashort trip because
they are stopping at 12 townsin two days,
hopping from placetoplaceby air. Hesaid
hewantsto convey thejob objectivesof the
board. Past commissioners probably
haven't cometo Oberlin at all, he said, so
they aremaking progress. Mrs. Morrissaid
shepicked thelocation at The Gateway .

The original plan wasto have the meet-
inginthelabby, shesaid, but it wasmoved
toMorgan Theater.

Another student asked what experience
and education Mr. Corkins has to qualify

him to be commissioner, or head, of the
Department of Education. Mr. Corkinssaid
the position is appointed by the electec
Board of Education. When the board hired
him, he said, they were looking for some-
one with a broad-based approach. Mrs.
Morris said her thinking was that Mr.
Corkins' business experience would be &
good background, aswould hisexperience
inthe state Chamber of Commerceand his
legal background.

The group discussed science standards
for Kansas schools revised thisfall by the

Voterssay yes
tosdlingalcohal
on Sundayshere

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Storesin Oberlin will be able to
sell beer and alcohol on Sundays,
starting thisweek, as citizens gave
the issue a 28-vote margin in the
city’ sfirst mail-ballot election.

Thevotepassedwith386infavor
of the Sunday salesand 358 voting
no. Therewasalsooneblank ballot.

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved the sale of beer and alcohol
on Sundays, but a petition brought
the questionto avote. Ballotswere
mailed out on October 20 and
counted last Tuesday.

County Clerk MarilynHorn, who
servesasthecounty electionofficer,
said the officemailed 1,085 ballots
andgot 745 ballotshack. Mrs. Horn
said that’s a 69 percent response,
which shetermed “wonderful .”

The turn out was high, she said,
especially for aspecial election. By
comparison, the vote in the 2004
presidential el ectionwas73percent,
or 1,794 voters.

Mrs.Hornsaidnoballotscamein
after noon, whichwasthedeadline.

Onevoter cameinaround 1:30p.m.
tosigntheoutsideof their envel ope.
Mrs. Hornsaidthat votedidn’t count
sinceit was after thedeadline.

Although sheoriginally wastold
theelection workerswould haveto
keep some ballots to count after 7
p.m., whenthepollsnormally close,
that didn’t happen. Mrs. Horn said
they wereclosetobeingdoneat 5:15
p.m., so she called the secretary of
state’ s office. She said the official
she talked to said they didn’'t have
tostay until after 7 p.m. sinceit was
amail election.

The workers finished counting
and weredoneby 6:35p.m.

Mrs.Hornsaidshelefttheresults
on the door of the courthouse and
with dispatch. Before leaving, she
calledMayor Ken Shobeand Sherry
Brown, owner of Fine Spirits, who
first approached the council about
the change.

Theballotswill be canvassed by
county commissionerson Thursday
to make sure there weren't any er-
rors.

Busnesspeople,
officialsdiscuss
town’spogitives

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Around20€lected officias, busi-
nessowners, Rotary Clubmembers
and volunteers took a positive ap-
proach while listing some of
Oberlin’s pluses during a public
meeting last Tuesday night.

Led by Terry and Lance
Woodbury, afather-and-son team
from Kansas City, the group dis-
cussed whether kids were getting
what they need here, whether people
areengagedinbuildingthecommu-
nity and the“ public square.”

Terry Woodbury said he owns
Kansas CommunitiesLL C and his
son L ance helpswith the company,
although hehasafull timejobat an

accounting firm. Terry Woodbury
said helivespart of thetimeinKan-
sasCity andalsoinLeoti, sohesaid
he seesboth the big and large com-
munitiesin Kansas.

Smaller communities, hesaid, are
amost always under attack. They
need to be madeviable.

The consultants stood in the
middleof acircleof chairsfilled by
peoplefrom Oberlin. Infront wasa
white paper flip chart on an easdl.

Lance said they approach plan-
ning and looking at the future by
checking for things that are going
right. Thekey is, hesaid, tocomeat
thisfrom adifferent angle. Instead

(See GROUP on Page 10A)

Angd Treematches
givers,youngsters

Parents, friendsandfamily mem-
bers have exactly one week to get
formsin to nominate kidsto be on
the Oberlin Jaycees' Angel Treeat
Fredrickson Insurance Agency.

Forthelast nineyears, the Jaycees
havesponsoredthetree, whichhelps
match up kids who need alittle
somethingextrafor Christmaswith
peoplewho arewillingto buy gifts.

A parent, family member or
someone who knows the child
nominates them by filling out a
green form that can be picked up at
Farmers Bank and Trust, First Na-
tional Bank, Raye’'s Grocery or
Fredricksonlnsurance. Thoseforms
are turned in to Jaycee Abby
Hissong at the insurance agency.
Shefillsacardwiththechild’ ssizes
and needs, but without their name,
and hangs the cards on the tree.
People comein and pick up acard
and bring back wrapped Christmas
giftsfor thekids.

So far, said Mrs. Hissong, they
have 17 namesfor thetree, ranging
from 16 monthsto 16 yearsold.

To be on the Angel Tree, kids
must be 17 or younger.

Last year at thistime, she said,

thereweren’tany namesonthetree.

Mrs. Hissong said shetalkedwith
arepresentativeat the state Depart-
ment of Social and Rehabilitation
Servicesthis year and they mailed
out forms to people on their lists.
Severa of those forms have come
back in.

Peoplearerememberingtogetthe
formsin earlier thisyear, she said,
and that’ s good since alot of the
peopledotheir shopping theweek-
end after Thanksgiving.

All theformsneedtobeturnedin
by next Wednesday.

Thegroup asksfor afew particu-
larsontheform, likethechild’ sand
parents’ hames, addressand phone,
Mrs. Hissong said, but those are
never released to the shopper. The
information on the tree includes
only the age, gender, sizes for
clothes, extraitems they need and
special requests.

The parents or guardians are
asked to pick up the presents on
Monday, Dec. 19, or Tuesday, Dec.
20. If someoneisunableto pick up
the gifts, they will bedelivered.

Anyone with questions can call
Mrs. Hissong at 475-2696.
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(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)

GETTI NG HIS SU PPER durlng the annual Phea&ants Colo., had a successful day Saturday as she bagged her
Forever Banquet on Friday, Hunter O’ Toole, 6, Arkansas bird.
City, (above) wasready toeat. L eslieDavisof Burlington,

Huntersflock
toareafor opening
of pheasant season

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Pheasant season openedwitha
bang in Decatur County as men,
women and children headed out
bright and early Saturday morn-
ing to bag somebirds.

For what is probably the most
popular hunting season in the
county, peopletravel from Colo-
radoand other statesfor theopen-
ing weekend. Many will return
during theseason, whichendsJan.
31. Hunterstraveled with friends
anddogs, many toreturntowhere
they have hunted on for years.

At Dale’s Fish ‘N’ Fun, co-
owner JoeDejmal saidthey hada
busy weekend, with hunterscom-
ing in to get ready to go out and
thenreturningtobuy moreammu-
nition.

Itseemed, saidMr. Dgimal, that
business was pretty much the
same as last year, although he
thought some got their licenses
on-linethisyear.

The store stayed open until
midnight Friday, allowing hunt-
ersto comein get their supplies.
On Saturday, he said, they met
someat 6:30a.m. and stayed open
until 8 p.m. On Sunday, said Mr.
Dejmal, they opened from8a.m.
to4p.m.

Mr. Dejmal said they got posi-
tive reports from hunters. They
saw quite afew birds and there

— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes and Dave Bergling

were some who shot their limits ﬂl._‘l.":"

on Saturday, even with thewind
blowing hard. He said they did
hear some complaints about the
wind.

Ken Badsky said he went out
Saturday withsix other guys. The
windwasreally blowing, hesaid,
andthetemperatureswerealittle
warmer than they would have
liked. He said they saw alot of
birdsand camehomewith seven.

On Sunday, said Mr. Badsky,
and the weather just wasn't the
best for the birds. It seems the
birds are going out early to feed,
he said, and are spread out more
than normal.

There needs to be a snow or
some cold weather to get the
pheasants to bunch up together,
he said.

Themen hunted without adog
both days. Mr. Badsky said they
neededto haveadogtohelpflush
andretrievebirds.

He said it seemed like they
would get a shot, but the birds
wouldgodownandthenstart run-
ning.

Before the season started, he
said, hesaw al ot of pheasantsand
he thinks the numbers and the
hunting will be better than they
werelastyear. Statebiol ogistssay
their summer count was up 42
percent over last year.

Wildlifegroup workstoi mprove park

The Sunflower Chapter of
PheasantsForever took onanew
project this year, leasing farm
ground at Sappa Park, planting
wildlifefood plotsand working
togetthegroundintothefederal
Conservation ReserveProgram.

Ken Badsky, chapter treasurer,
said they decided to work on the
park becausethey wanted to make
itmoreuser friendly and helpdraw
peopleto town. He said the group
wanted the project to beapositive
thing for thecity.

Members planted around 45
acresof food plotsfor wildlife, he
said, and are working on getting
someof thegroundintothereserve
program as habitat for pheasants.

The lake bottom, which also is
farmed, isopenfor publichunting.

Mr. Badsky said for opening
weekend, though, thechapter sold
apackage for the park at its ban-
quet Friday night. Thebiddershad
thepark tothemselvesfor opening
day. Now, said Mr. Badsky, the

(See PARK onPage 10A)
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*School officials
vidgt Oberlin
for short stay

(Continued from Page 1A)
board to cast doubt on thetheory of
evolution. Mrs. Morris said the
board’s goal isto instill critical
thinkingin students. Oneof thestu-
dents noted that businesses have
said they won't come here because
of the science standards.

Mrs. Morris said she also hears
that people say Kansas is on the
leading edgeinscience. Federal law
requiresthestateto haveanonideo-
logical, secular science standard,
she said. Everyone needsto appre-
ciatethat instead of making anemo-
tional response, shesaid.

If they are just guidelines, said
Bob Strevey fromNorcatur, what do
you do about teacherswhojust look
atitasguidelinesanddon’tteachit.
The next step isto test studentsfor
state standards, he said, and there
might bemode | esson plansthat the
state might givetoteachers.

Mrs. Morris said sheis a strong
advocateforlocal control by elected
school boards. Part of the account-
ability of what teachersteach falls
on the administration hired by the
boards, whoarevotedintoofficeby
the peopl e, she said.

“1 don’ twant usintrudingonwhat
youdolocally,” shesaid.

Thegroupdiscussedthefact Kan-
sas students rank high on national
testswhileat the sametimeteacher
sdariesarelow. Mr. Corkinssaidhe
thinksthey need to do better onthe
salaries.

Sen. RalphOstmeyer of Grinnell,
who wasinthe audience, said there
isarounda$15,000ayear difference
in pay between Johnson County
teachersand thosein St. Francis.

Over the last few years, the

Oberlin School District has had to
make budget cuts, said Superinten-
dent Kelly Glodt. When doing that,
he said, he researched what other
districts in Kansas were doing to
save money. Some of the schools
wereturning downtheheat ontheir
indoor swimming pools, where
schoolsin Oberlin don’t even have
air conditioning. Arethereany plans
orideastounite thesmall andlarge
schools in Kansas and make them
more equal ? he asked.

The students' best interest, said
Mr. Corkins, should comefirst, and
thebricksand mortar shouldbeless
important. Therearefederal dollars
for charter schools and then after
that, the money in the state goesto
the classrooms.

This commissioner, said Mrs.
Morris,isawareof rural schoolsand
their problems.

Mr. Corkins said heistrying to
encourageinnovationandapproach
waystoimprovetheresultsschools
get.
Rep. John Faber of Brewster, a
former school board member, said
he has been an advocate of charter
schoolsfor six or seven years, but
thereisn't alot of interest in rural
Kansas.

Most charter schools that have
been successful deal withthelnter-
net, he said, adding that he thinks
charter schoolsare aviable option.

Mr. Glodt said he givesthe com-
missioner and board member credit
for coming out and talking with
people. Thestudentshadal ot of well
thought out, good, intelligent ques-
tions, hesaid.

He added that he wasn’t sure if
charter schoolsaretheanswer here.

* Group focuses

ontown’

(Continued from Page 1A)
of looking at failuresandthingsthat
didn’t work or opportunities the
community missed out on, look at
the assets and build on them.

The men had the group from
Oberlin pair off to discussthe first
question, whether kids are getting
what they need, which included a
healthy start, caring adults, safe
placesother than school, marketable
skillsand volunteer service.

The teams discussed things that
stood out in each category and then
reported to the group.

Kelly Glodt, superintendent of
the Oberlin School District, said he
thought Oberlin doesagood job of
getting kids off to agood start. The
school soffer pre-school, Head Start
and early childhood training, he
said. Everyone comes together to
take care of kids when they are
young.

Kids can volunteer at the home-
owned carnival each summer, said
Jay Anderson, acity council mem-
ber.

Other volunteers' suggestions
weretheschools annual Halloween
Clean-up andworking at theretire-
ment homes.

Someof thesafeplacessuggested
were Teens for Christ, Sunflower
Cinema, nonschool sportslikelittle
kids football, wrestling and
cheerleading, summer swim team
andthesummer recreationprogram.

Next thegroup discussedwhether
people are engaged in building the
community, welcoming newcom-
ers, voting, interactingwith el ected
officials, neighboring, celebrating
and responding to needsand oppor-
tunities.

Charles Frickey, alawyer and
former mayor, said he thought the
elected officials were open to sug-

Sassts

gestions, and many agreed. Hesaid
asfar ascel ebratingthecommunity,
thereisthe alumni banquet. Others
suggestedthehome-ownedcarnival
andthebeach party on Main Street.

Thereisagroup, said City Ad-
ministrator Gary Shike, whogetto-
gether to have adinner to welcome
Newcomers.

Terry Woodbury said the public
square is where health and human
services, business, education and
government join. Ittakesall four to
getthejobdone. Someexamplesare
Rotary, the fair and the economic
development board.

From listening to this group, he
said, it soundslikeOberlinisingood
shape. The community has some
assets, but someissues, too. Itisall
about the attitude, he said.

Mr.Woodbury saidheandhisson
wouldcomehereanddointerviews,
havecommunity conversationsand
meetings, and then aretreat with
some suggested leaders.

All of that could be done for
$3,000, which groups here would
raise.

Thenif thegroupdecidedtopush
forward, he said, it would need to
raise$15,000insix months. Of that,
$7,500 would come from the Kan-
sas Department of Commerce, al-
though the group would need to ap-
ply for the grant.

Mr. Woodbury didn’t promise
concreteresultsintheend. He said
basically thisprogramisalifestyle.
The nature of asuccessful commu-
nity meansthat goalsneedtobere-
viewed and kept current.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the Economic Development
Corp., said the board would talk
about theprogram at itsmeeting to-
night and see if they want to move
forward withit.

* Park hashunting
opentothepublic

(Continued from Page 1A)
parkisopentoanyonewhowantsto
hunt.

The group asksif a person does
hunt at the park, they signin at the
orange box along the road to the
park. That way, otherswho want to
hunt or walk know what’ sgoing on.
It isfor safety reasons, said Mr.
Badsky.

There aren’t any other plans for
the park as of now, he said.

Money raised at the banquet will
help with things the chapter wants

todoatthepark, athoughhesaidhe
wasn’t sure how much they raised.
Mr. Badsky said the chapter sold
343 dinners. He said things went
well and they had a lot of out-of-
town visitorsand local support.

Mr. Badsky said the chapter is
looking for a president and vice
president for nextyear. Anyonewho
isinterested can contact him or Dr.
Richard May, who isthe secretary.
He said they are also looking for
peopleto hel p organi zethebanquet
next year.

Looking through theshops
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L OOK ING OVER THE M ERCHANDI SE inFort Sappa

Creek Antiques, Becky Vollertsen of Ward Drug was
among the 45 business peoplewho viewed merchandiseat

various
Sunday.

shopsontheannual Business-to-BusinessTour on

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes
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