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State sdear herdtook
toolongtobuildtokill it

Every year about thistime, TomBell of The
Salina Journal issuesacall towipeout Kan-

sas deer herd.

Generally adecent sort, Mr. Bell evidences
ahatredfor wildlifethat bordersonthepatho-
logical. Probably, he' snot old enough to re-
member the dayswhen therewereno deer in

Kansas.
It hasn't been that long.

Half acentury ago, deer wereararity. By the
beginning of the 19th century, they, alongwith
thenativeelk, bison, antel ope, pumaand other
species had been eradicated from the state by

rampant market hunting.

In the early 1900s, portsmen acted to pre-
servewhat wasleft of the state’ swildlife. As
part of anational movement for conservation,
Kansasbegan protecting itsfish and game.

Wardenswere hired, seasons and rules es-
tablished. Eventually, biologistswerehiredto
decide how to best manage popul ations. Sci-
encereplaced unbridled greed.

Anddowly, ever soslowly, theold Forestry,
Fishand Game Commission brought about the
miracle of modern game management.

Many Kansans can recall the day when the
best part of atripto Coloradowasseeingafew
deer or someelk. Youdidn't seethem here.

Eventually, though, the deer herd grew.

Antelope returned to the western plains.
Games birds such as quail and pheasant be-

came more common. Stocking and manage-

abundant.

ment and new federal reservoirs made fish

A major industry based on huntingandfish-
ing, wildlifewatching and tourismwasborn.

And Kansas became a place, once again,
“wherethe deer and the anteloperoam.”

Not all specieshavebeenrestored. Bear and
mountain lion, wolf and buffalo, even elk,
once lived here. No one wants to bring back
something that might eat you, or be way too

big to handleon theroad.

But thewildlifeindustry, taken asawhole,
ishuge, andyes, Mr. Béll, it sworththechance
of afew accidents.

It's not just the dollars that count, but the
endless hours of pleasure that Kansans and
visitors alike derive from our wildlife that
make it al worthwhile. Only the curmudg-

eonly can’t appreciate the beauty of adeer in

sion.

flight or aquail onthewing.

Perhaps, rather than calling for the whole-
sale slaughter of our deer, we should be ask-
ing peopletojust slow down and enjoy them.

Except for Mr. Bell.

He should just stay home and watch televi-

—SeveHaynes

OK,s0sn€e sallttlebltcorny

WE're planning our annual p||-
grimageto Texasfor Thanksgiving.
Thisyear, though, all the kids are
making mesignawaiver that states
I will not, under any circumstances,
stand onthebed, or any other object,
to adjust, turn on or dismantle any
fixture, light, or appliance.

Nor will I fall, trip or discom-
bobulate myself in any way, shape
or form.

Last year at thistime, on our first
day at AdamandKara shouse, | was
standing onthebedinmy room, try-
ing to turn on the ceiling fan (they
had very high ceilings). | acciden-
tally steppedinmy suitcaseandfell.
Somethingpopped, and | spent most
of theholiday week inbed or direct-
ing the kitchen action from an easy
chair.

| wouldliketothink their concern
for my well-being isbased on their
selflessinterest in my health. How-
ever, | know better. The girls,
Halley, Jennifer, and Kara, don’t
want to cook Thanksgiving dinner
by themselvesagain.

Oh, Jennifer even tried the old
“schmoozing” approach: “It just
doesn’t tasteasgood aswhen'Y OU
cook it.”

Puh-leeze! | know a snow job
when | hear one. They don’t want
meto know they candoit.

Truthis, | do loveto cook abig
meal for my family. Nothing gives
me more pleasure than hearing my
favorite son-in-law rave about my
applepie, or my husband saying my
cranberry saladisjust asgoodashis
mother’s.

| guess|’m from the old school,
where good food equalslove. And,
judging from the looks of the ban-
quet we have each year, | sure do
lovemy family.

—ob—

Asmuchasweloveour children,
thereisno comparisontoour grand-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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children. Part of thefunof thetripis
gettingto spend timewith Alexan-
driaand Taylor.

I'm not sure we can count
“travel” timeas" quality” time. This
year Jimand| areridingwith Jenni-
fer.It' sabout a10-hour trip,and she
has aready told me | am limitedto
one pieceof carry-onluggage.

Alexisamost 11 and copeswith
the endless road miles by sleeping
or watching DVDs on her mom’s
laptop. Jimand| look forwardtothe
time with Alex and, knowing us,
she'll asogetdrawnintoabillboard
al phabet game (sometimes we
changetherulestoincludesignson
trucks), slug-bug (pick acolor), or
“Let’'ssingasong”.

Alex hasheardmy “Little Chick-
en” song and will even request it,
muchto her mother’ schagrin. (Jen-
nifer thinks we' re more than just a
littlecorny.) Wouldyouliketohear
it?Areyousure?Well, if youinsist:

Oh... I hadalittlechicken
Andshewouldn’t lay an egg,
So| poured hot water

Upand down her leg.

Oh, thelittle chicken hollered
Andthelittle chicken begged,
And, thelittlechicken

Layed meahard-boiled egg.

Thanksfor theboiledegg ... pass

thesalt!.
—ob—

| am available for your family
road trips, too. Make arrangements
by calling my booking agent at 1-
800-YURCORNY, and you, too,
canenjoy verseafter verseof “Little
Chicken.” Maybeyouwouldrather
hear my renditionof “1I’mHenry the
Eighth, | am, | am.”

| really think | have the Cockney
accent down pat.

No? Well, you have a happy

(

Write

Thanksgiving anyway.

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous

letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishformettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
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Memorial recallsenemyvvlthm

Beforetherewas9-11, 168 people
werekilledinaterroristattack onthe
federal buildingin OklahomaCity.

At9:020nApril 19,1995, arental
truck carrying a bomb made from
Kansas fertilizer exploded by the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building,
partly collapsing the nine-story
building and damaging many
churches,aY MCA and other build-
ingsinthevicinity.

It took almost two weeksto pull
all the bodies from the rubble and
identify them. Then it took another
five years before a suitable memo-
rial wasready.

Steve and | visited Oklahoma
City last week. We went to the art
gallery, the Cowboy Hall of Fame
and yes, we visited the memorial.
Not to havegonewouldbelikevis-
iting Washington, and not going by
theLincoln Memorial.

After alittle morethan 10 years,
the scars are mostly gone from
downtown Oklahoma City. What
was left of the old federal building
wastorn down. The churches have
beenrepaired. TheY MCA hasbeen
relocatedto another buildingandits
old homeremoved.

The young woman who gave us
the tour gave us a memorized and
rehearsed narrative of the blast and
itsaftermath. | wasn’ timpressed by
her posturing. She has said thistoo
many times, and she obviously
wasn'’ taroundwhenthat bombwent
off.

What did get to me was what |
saw.

Aswe got off the bus, we were
next to achain-link fence cluttered
withmemorabilia Therewereteddy
bears, notes, photos, hair ribbons,
toy trucksand even abirthday card
to someonewho died 10 yearsago.

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com
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It' sobvious, while someof these
things have been there for years,
relatives, friends, parents and
spouses still mark special events
with new items.

Inside the memorial, 168 chairs
lineuptoninedeeponagrassy slope
wheretheoldfederal building stood.
Each chair bearsthe name of aper-
sonkilledintheblast and eachisset
in arow representing the floor the
person was on when the blast went
off.

Among the chairs are 19 small
ones, mostly in the second row.
That’ s where the day-care center
was. That’ swhere19childrendied.

Eachof thechairshasaglassbase
withthenameof thevictimonit.On
three of the chairs there are two
names— onefor amother and one
for her unborn child.

Insidethe museum, after you get
past the gift shop and the elevator,
youareledonajourney fromatime
intheearly morning aspeopledrop
their childrenoff at theday carecen-
ter and head for their desksto begin
another day.

Y ougettositinonatapeof what
lookslikearather dull hearingatthe
OklahomaWater ResourcesBoard.
In the middle of the explanation of
how the hearing will be conducted,
there’ s an explosion, the lights go
out and you can hear the people

screaming and scramblingtoget out
of the doomed building.

Thetapewasfoundintherubble.

Another room showsitemstaken
from the debris — broken glasses,
shoes torn apart, scraps of paper,
damaged computers and tele-
phones.

Aboveit dl, television monitors
show youtherescueeffort aspeople
arerushed fromtheburning hulk of
a building into ambulances anc
givenfirstaid. Other monitorsshow
supervisorstrying to find their em-
ployeesand frantic parentstryingto
gettowherethey had | eft their chil-
dren.

No Islamicterrorist here.

It seasy to forget that the peopl e
who hate ussometimesareus.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Ocome, letussinguntothe
Lord: let us make a joyful
noisetotherock of our salve-
tion. Let us come before his
presence with thanksgiving,
and make ajoyful noise unto
himwith Psalms. For theL ord
isagreat God, andagreat King
aboveall gods.

Psalm 95: 1-3

NoO onellstenlngtoschool boss

Poor Bob Corkins.

Thestate’ snew commissioner of
education is off to about as poor a
start as a public official could ask
for.

It' sprobably notfair, butit’ shard
to see histenure outlasting the cur-
rent board, which will change over
ayear from January.

Caught up in the emotion sur-
rounding the evolution-intelligent
design fight, he'll hardly have a
chancetomakeanimpressiononthe
sprawling Department of Education
beforethefall elections.

Inaway, that’ stoo bad, because
if anyonewouldlisten, hismessage
might beworthhearing. Hemight at
least be ableto start adebateon his
coreissue, theideaof ingtilling some
competitioninthe school system.

It doesn’t ook like people are
going to hear much of what Mr.
Corkinsis advocating. Hatred of
him and his cause spread before he
eventook office.

Listening to the questions when
he stopped in western Kansas the
other day, it wasobvioushisdetrac-
torshad noideawhat hewassaying.
They had heard plenty of what he
hadn’t said.

Mr. Corkins' first mistakeis not
being aschool superintendent. Ev-
ery commissioner before him was,
and most had doctorates in educa-
tion.

ConnieMorrisof St. Francis, one
of the most controversial members
of the state Board of Education’s
conservative majority, toured with
the commissioner and introduced
himas*“Dr. Bob Corkins.”

It'sinlaw, fromtheUniversity of

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

Kansas, by theway. Not education.
And Mr. Corkinsisthe first com-
missioner not to have been asuper-
intendent. He' sjust notamember of
theclub.

There's been a lot of hysteria
about what Mr. Corkins and the
board want to do. While the board
has focused mostly on a“religious
right” agendarevolvingaroundevo-
[ution, thenew commi ssioner wants
free-market competitioninschools.

Hetold western crowdshewants
todothat with somekind of limited
voucher systemallowing parentsto
choose among public charter sch-
oolsandtraditional public schools.
Charter schools have alot of free-
domtotry new ideasand attract stu-
dents, hesaid.

Noonewaslistening. Detractors
accused him of backing privateand
churchschoolsover publicschools,
though he and Mrs. Morris said
that’ snot theissue.

In one revealing comment, the
commissioner admitted he has no
plan drawn up, and that showshow
he' s been sucked into this vortex
withlittlethought for tomorrow.

Our guessishenever thought the
board would hirehim, with hislim-
ited experience outside lobbying
and the Legidlature. He was prob-

ably assurprised asthe superinten-
dents.

Competition might be good for
schools, though the idea scares ad-
ministrators, board members and
teachers. How to establish it is yet
another issue.

Anditsfar fromcertainthat it' se
good idea: Free, universal public
educationisoneof thebedrock cor-
nerstones of our society. Wewon't
triflewithit.

It’ s not likely that Mr. Corkins
will get a hearing anyway. The
boardthat hired him, focused asitis
onanarrow religious-right agenda,
representsaminority of Kansans.

Itsmembersgot el ected because,
despitethelessons of the 1990s, nc
one much cared who won state
board races.

Thatwill changenextfall. A new
board majority isin the offing, and
withit, most likely, anew commis-
sioner.

Evil-lootion will be back in the
science standards and all will be
rightin Topeka.

In away that’ stoo bad, because
this competition thing might have
some merit. I’ sjust that in the cur-
rent emotional climatesurrounding
the school debate, no one wantstc
hear about it.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Califor nia: Willard Shaw, Penn
Valley; Mrs.W.F. EiswerthJr., Riv-
erside; GordonBodler, Fresno; Ms.
Della Roe, Long Beach; Robert

Martin, West LakeVillage;

Colorado: Randy Crabill, Au-
rora; Jim Grissom, Bennett; Paula
Tadlock, Brush; LelaHuff, North-
glenn; Wally Marcuson, Greeley;
Diane Jolly, Hugo; Kenneth Hoeh-
ner, Wheat Ridge;

Nebraska: Robert Eskew, Tom
Anderson, McCook; Murphy Trac-
tor and Equipment, North Platte;
Carolyn Nelson, Clay Center;
Darcel Roberts, Lincoln; Heleng
Rebman, L eroy Muirhead, Alma.



