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To the Editor:
Evolution. Creation. Intelligent

design. Is there any truth or facts that
can come out of what has been ban-
died about in the media in the last
few days?

Let me first comment a little about
what my critics claim. Some of my
critics claim what the state board has
done is nothing short of trying to
insert the supernatural into the sci-
ence classroom. Others claim I am
trying to insert creation into the sci-
ence classroom via the back door. A
few claim that I know nothing about
science and that my doctorate must
have come from a mail order cata-
log. (In fact, I earned it at Kansas
State University, in veterinary
medicine.)

The critics also claim that in the
scientific community, there is no
controversy about evolution. They
then proceed to explain that I ought
to understand something about this,
because surely I can see that over a
period of time, over many genera-
tions, a pair of dogs will “evolve.”
There is a high likelihood that the
progeny several generations down
the line will not look like the origi-
nal pair of dogs. And then some of
the critics will claim that this proves
that all living creatures came from
some original set of cells.

Obviously, that is one of the rea-
sons we tried to further define evo-
lution. We want to differentiate be-
tween the genetic capacity in each
species that permits it to change with
the environment as being different
from changing to some other crea-
ture. We want to provide more clar-
ity to this inflamed issue and we ask
that the evolutionists reveal what
they are doggedly hiding, but they
prefer to misinform the media and
assassinate the character of quali-
fied scientists who are willing to
shed some light.

In our Science Curriculum Stan-
dards, we called this micro-evolu-
tion and macro-evolution, changes
within kinds and changing from one
kind to another. Still, evolutionists
want nothing to do with trying to
clarify terms and meanings. Most of
the critics that send me e-mail send
four basic comments: They claim
that we are sending Kansas back to
the Dark Ages, or that we are mak-
ing a mockery of science, or that we
are morons for putting intelligent
design into the science standards, or
that they also are Christian but be-
lieve in evolution.

There are a few critics who want
to present an intellectual argument
about why intelligent design should
not be included in the science cur-
riculum standards. They claim that
it is not good science. From the as-
pect that intelligent design is not a
full-fledged, developed discipline,
I would agree. But, if one takes the
time to read the science curriculum
standards, they would see that intel-
ligent design is not included.

So, what are a couple of the main
areas that our critics take issue with?

It seems that instead of making it
a “he said,” and then “she said,” and

then “he said,” and so on and on, it
would make sense to go to the docu-
ment about which everyone is sup-
posedly commenting about: The
Kansas Science Curriculum Stan-
dards. The critics claim that we have
redefined science to include a back
door to Biblical creation or the su-
pernatural.

From Science Curriculum Stan-
dards, page ix:

Science is a systematic method of
continuing investigation that uses
observations, hypothesis testing,
measurement, experimentation,
logical argument and theory build-
ing to lead to more adequate expla-
nations of natural phenomena.

Where does that say the field of
science is destroyed and the back
door opened to bring Biblical cre-
ation into the science classroom?

Another claim that our critics pro-
mote through the media is that we
are inserting Intelligent Design.
Again, if we go to the Science Cur-
riculum Standards, Standard 3
Benchmark 3 Indicators 1-7 (p 75-
77), this is the heart of the “evolu-
tion” area. It has only seven indica-
tors, that the student:

1) Understands that biological
evolution, descent with modifica-
tion, is a scientific explanation for
the history of the diversification of
organisms from common ancestors.

2) Understands that populations
of organisms may adapt to environ-
mental challenges and changes as a
result of natural selection, genetic
drift and various mechanisms of
genetic change.

3) Understands biological evolu-
tion is used to explain the earth’s
present-day biodiversity: the num-
ber, variety and variability of organ-
isms.

4) Understands that organisms
vary widely within and between
populations. Variation allows for
natural selection to occur.

5) Understands that the primary
mechanism of evolutionary change
(acting on variation) is natural selec-
tion.

6) Understands that biological
evolution is used as a broad, unify-
ing theoretical framework for biol-
ogy.

7) Explains proposed scientific
explanations of the origin of life as
well as scientific criticisms of those
explanations.

As anyone can see, intelligent
design is not included. But many of
our critics already know this. This
is not about Biblical creation or in-
telligent design; it is about the last
five words of indicator 7: “scientific
criticisms of those explanations.”

Evolutionists do not want stu-
dents to know about or in any way
to think about scientific criticisms of
evolution. Evolutionists are the ones
minimizing open scientific inquiry
from their explanation of the origin
of life. They do not want students to

know that peer-reviewed journals,
articles and books have scientific
criticisms of evolution.

So instead of participating in the
science hearings before the state
board subcommittee and presenting
testimony about evolution, they
stand out in the hall and talk to the
media about how the Ph.D. scien-
tists that are presenting testimony
about the criticisms “aren’t really
scientists,” “they really don’t know
anything,” and “they obviously are
in the minority and any real scien-
tist knows there is not a controversy
about evolution.”

Instead of discussing the issues of
evolution, noisy critics go into at-
tack mode and do a character assas-
sination of anyone that happens to
believe that evolution should actu-
ally be subject to critical analysis.

In spite of the fact that the state
board approved Science Curricu-
lum Standards that endorse critical
analysis of evolution (supported by
unrefuted testimony from many cre-
dentialed scientists at the science
hearings) and did not include intel-
ligent design, and add to that, the fact
that scientific polls indicate that a
large percentage of parents do not
want evolution taught as dogma in
the science classroom, what is the
response from some of the superin-
tendents around Kansas? They seem
to indicate that, “We don’t care what
the state board does, and we don’t
care what parents want, we are go-
ing to continue teaching evolution
just as we have been doing.”

But I guess we shouldn’t be sur-
prised, because superintendents and
local boards of education in some
districts continue to promulgate por-
nography as “literature,” even
though many parents have peti-
tioned the boards to remove the
porn. Obviously that is a different
issue than the science standards, but
it still points out the lack of commit-
ment on the part of administration in
some districts to allow parents to
control the education for their own
children.

I have repeatedly stated this is not
about Biblical creation or intelligent
design; this is about what constitutes
good science standards for the stu-
dents of the state of Kansas. I would
encourage those who believe we are
promoting a back door to creation or
intelligent design to actually do your
homework:

READ and investigate the Sci-
ence Curriculum Standards (www-
.ksde.org) and base your comments
on them and not on the misinforma-
tion critics have been plastering in
print and clogging the airways with,
unless of course, your only defense
really is baseless character assassi-
nation.

Steve Abrams, chairman
Kansas State Board

of Education
Arkansas City

Leader criticizes critics
Letters to the Editor

Congressman gives himself a raise
To the Editor:

Friday was a tragic, yet also a
truth-exposing day for constituents
of Congressman Jerry Moran.

On Nov. 18, Rep. Moran helped
himself to a pay raise with your tax
money — just hours after he helped
to pass a cruel measure that will
drastically reduce emergency food,
basic health care, student loans,
money for child-support enforce-
ment, and other vital services to dis-
advantaged or disabled Kansans.

He and his co-conspirators are
squeezing students, the elderly, and
the poor to subsidize tax cuts for the
richest — and pay-raises for Con-
gress.

Your Republican congressman
gave himself an approximate
$3,100 pay raise on Friday, now
averaging $165,200 a year per Con-
gressman. He exercised his “right”
to increase his own personal salary
based on increases in the costs of liv-
ing.

Moran seems to think (and he evi-
dently may want you to also believe
hook, line, and sinker) that the costs
of living in America only increase

if you are among the “haves.” If you
are a “have-not,” or if you have
stumbled upon hard times, Moran’s
actions say, increases in your gaso-
line, heating, grocery, and health
care costs won’t hurt you.

Do you believe that?
Moran voted to cut funding to ser-

vices to the poor by $50 billion. He
will surely try to tell you that the
Medicaid and Student Loan pro-
grams have been growing every
year and that he is just being fiscally
responsible by stopping the growth.
He will without doubt fail to men-
tion that these programs have grown
each year because of costs of living
and economic downturns.

Remember, Moran doesn’t seem
to think that cost of living is an is-
sue for the poor.

He seems to think costs of living
are only issues for the already rich.
With his legendary charming smile
set on full volume, Moran may try
to earnestly convince you that the
$50 billion cutbacks he voted for in
reduced funding to Medicaid, food
stamps and student loans will not be
detrimental to Kansans, or anybody

you have ever met.
Moran may say these cuts won’t

hurt Kansans. Here are the facts.
You decide.

Moran voted to cut student loan
programs by $14.3 billion. Over
83,000 Kansans currently rely on
student loan programs for their edu-
cation.

Moran voted to cut 220,000
people from the food stamp pro-
gram. Currently, 170,000 Kansans
rely on food stamps to put food on
their family dinner tables.

Moran voted to eliminate $11.4
billion in Medicaid funding. Right
now, over 300,000 Kansans rely on
Medicaid for the most basic and life-
preserving medical services.
Strangely, Moran also voted to force
Medicaid recipients to bring more
cash with them when they see a doc-
tor or  hospice worker.

By way of his actions, the mes-
sage is, “If these folks don’t have the
extra cash — then, they just plain
shouldn’t be allowed to get these
basic life-saving health care ser-
vices.”

Pam Pohly, Hays

November is Diabetes Month
To the Editor:

The theme for Diabetes Month is,
“Get the very best care for your dia-
betes.”

All diabetics are urged to keep
their blood sugar in control, as well
as their blood pressure and choles-
terol.

Work with your family physician
as well as a doctor who specializes
in diabetes. Keeping these condi-
tions in control will help prevent
strokes and heart attacks.

In November, the American Dia-
betes Association is devoting extra

time to help people with diabetes
become aware of the serious com-
plications of the disease.

These important steps people
need to take to protect themselves
include: keeping blood sugar in con-
trol, along with blood pressure and
cholesterol, and having annual di-
lated eye exams and routine foot
exams.

Diabetes Under Control works
with the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation and strives to do what they
advise.

Research has proved that taking

care of diabetes can make you feel
better and stay healthier. It has also
shown that managing your diabetes,
blood pressure and cholesterol re-
duces the risk for long-term prob-
lems such as heart attacks, strokes
and kidney, eye and nerve disease.

Diabetes is a killer if not treated
properly. Two out of three people
will die from heart disease or stroke.

The more you learn, the better you
can take control of your diabetes.

Elsie Wolters
Oberlin

Seventeen community groups
will receive money from the Seeds
of Hope Telethon on Saturday, Feb.
11.

At a committee meeting Thurs-
day, Nov. 17, members chose the
groups from  24 letters. On the list
are the Decatur County Fair Foun-
dation, Kansans for Life, the
Norcatur Museum, Teens for Christ,
Oberlin Area Concert Band, Cardi-
nal Kids Connection, Decatur
County Stand Against Violence,

Decatur County Relay for Life,
Oberlin Lions Club, Creative
Movement Gymnastics, Jennings
Czech Museum, Oberlin Pool
Project, Decatur County Museum,
Special Olympics, Decatur County
Ministerial Association, Tripple
Creek Riders and the Salvation
Army.

Each of the organizations will re-
ceive a letter telling what they will
be responsible to bring for the
telethon’s soup supper at 5 p.m. on

Monday, Dec. 19.
Committee members are looking

for volunteers to help the day of the
telethon at The Gateway. If you
want to volunteer, call one of the
committee members, Jack Benton,
Bill Duncan, Brenda Ulery, Kristi
Smith, Regina Stanley, Dennis
Brown or Kimberly Davis.

Anyone interested in performing
at the telethon should talk with Miss
Smith or Mrs. Davis at 475-2206 or
475-3510.

Group picks telethon recipients

Honor Roll
Welcome and thanks to these re-

cent subscribers to The Oberlin Her-
ald:

California: Duane Cox, LaMesa;
Donald Stackhouse, Roseville; Lyle
E. Black, Los Angeles;

Colorado: Martin and Melba
Johnson, Westminster; Mrs. M.E.
Furrer, Lakewood; Donna
Schneider, Windsor; Marcille
Berryman, Aurora; Doris
Kreymborg, Littleton; Maxine
VanPelt, Cedaredge; Janis Jensen,
Parker; Pat Hall, Denver;

Nebraska: Mrs. Donna Cham-
bers, McCook; Gus Steffen, Gering;
Wanda Trussell, North Platte;

Elsewhere: Marcella Capps,
Tulsa, Okla.; R.G. Dean, Knoxville,
Ind.; Detta McKirryher, Tucson,
Ariz.; John Tyrrell, Cameron, Mo.;
Maurine Skoda, Denison, Texas;
Susan Cotterill, Portland, Ore.;

Donald Stackhouse, Roseville, Ca-
lif.; Dexter Arnold, Tucson, Ariz.;
Ronald Cox, Chandler, Ariz.; Paul
Holliday, Palestine, Texas; Brad
Gregory, Grants Pass, Ore.; Doreen
A. Brady, Damariscotta, Maine;

Kansas: Rhonda Workman, Jodi
White, Darla Stevens, Wichita;
Dianne Bareiss, Overland Park; Dr.
and Mrs. Gary Young, Manhattan;
Janeil Baxter, LeAnna Dempewolf,
Smith Center; Anita Mumm, John
Schuhart, Dan Juenemann, Leroy
Wessel, Selden; Marj Konoalske,
Lenexa; Jill Winter, Clifton; Amy
and Clayton Erickson, Tecumseh;
Megan Barrett, Kathy Nemeth
Tuttle, Lawrence; Pat Schwab,
Norton; Magdalene Gassmann,
Park; Thomas Hunter, McPherson;
Chris Gardiner, Greensburg; Lois
McKinley, Ellsworth; Neil Reeves,
Almena; Dixie Westervelt,

Dinner
prepared
with love
ON THURSDAY, Quintin
Cundiff (above) stirred veg-
etables during the commu-
nity Thanksgiving dinner at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
while his mother, Janice
Cundiff got a cake out of the
refrigerator. The group
served 100 people and pre-
pared 15 carry out dinners.

 — Herald staff photos by
Cynthia Haynes

Robinson; Mike Okeson, Farmers
Bank & Trust, Atwood; Brandon
Dirks, Ludell; Mrs. Losson Pike,
Ashland; Norman Davis, Lawrence
Jennings, Marie Bailey, Edith Fos-
ter, Jennings; Fred Hickert, Hays;
Farm Credit of Western Kansas,
Colby; Mark Meitl, Anthony
Gassman, Dresden;

Oberlin: Monte Moore, Lora
Zwickle, Nettie Britton, Mrs.
Laurene Van Otterloo, Lowell
Holmberg, Larry Van Otterloo,
Allen Diederich, Ralph Shaw,
Jackie Votapka, Caleb and Sarah
Howland, Ivis Hanson, Phyll
Cramer, Darlene Black, Shirley
Hayward, Joyce Martin, Rich Shaw,
Leroy Schmidt, Leland Smith, Loyd
Moore, Jan Bricker, Eunice
Richards, Leona Helmkamp,
Wayne Larson, Gaylord Shields,
and Ken and Janice Shobe.


