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MONDAY MORNING Gary Zodrow (above) pulled night, Main Street (bel ow) seemed to glow from overhead
boxes across Commercial Street from storage to Raye's lightsasthe heavy snow camein.
Grocery Store asthe snow fell and wind whipped. Sunday

Storm
closes
county

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
Snow and wind shut down
Decatur County onMonday, leav-
ing kids out of school, workers at
home and motorists stranded in
Oberlin, Jenningsand Norcatur.

F.

Thestorm started around lunch |- :

time Sunday as rain, turning to
snow later. Between 4 or 5 p.m.,
the flakes were big and wet and
started to accumul ate on lawns.
By evening, thewindwaswhip-

ping and snow flurries were fall- b

inginevery direction.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt
called off school for Monday on
Sunday night. School was also
canceled on Tuesday.

After lights flickered several
times, power went out in town
about 9 p.m. City Administrator
Gary Shike said City Foreman
Dan Castle and Lineman Ron
Benedawent outinthestorm Sun-
day nighttoget thepower back on.
Mr. Shikesaid Mr. Castlesaid he
saw alot of firsts, problems that
he’ dnever seenbefore. Atnotime,
said Mr. Shike, did the crew have
to generate power here for the
town.

The men succeeded in getting
power on to most Oberlin homes,
but somestill didn’t haveelectric-
ity Monday morning.

Mr. Shike said peoplein south-
west Oberlin didn’'t have power
Monday morning and the crew

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis and Cynthia Haynes

wasback out withthebucket truck
tryingtofixit.

Withicecoveringthefivetosix
inches of snow al over town, the
goingwasalittleslow. Many who
triedtogettowork firstthinginthe
morning got stuck and ended up
goinghome. M ost busi nesseswere
closed.

The banks, including First Na-
tional Bank, Farmers Bank and
Trustand TheBank, wereall open
for the day. Jesse Carter at Farm-
erssaidthey wereopenat 7:30a.m.
and planned to stay open all day.

Gary Walter said TheBank was
planning to close around 1 p.m.
andworkersat First National Bank
thought they would close early.

Raye sGrocery openedupinthe
morning. Owner Kirk Brown said
thegrocery isalwaysopentohelp
customers. There are people who
will cometothestorebecausethey
need baby formula or diapers or

something el se, sothestoreisthere
to help them.

Mr.Brownsaidthey didplanto
closeearly, at 6p.m.,tomakesure
theworkerscouldget homesafely.

Early Monday morning, Under-
sheriff Randy McHugh was out
rescuing peoplewho got stuck.

L ater, the county road and
bridgedepartment started to open
up emergency Snow routes.

Around 11:30 a.m., dispatch
sent firemen out to pick up truck
drivers stuck north of town U.S.
83.

Roadswere closed all over the
areaMonday becauseof thesnow
and strong winds. U.S. 36 was
closed from Norton to Cope,
Colo., K-27 from Nebraska to
Sharon Springs and U.S. 83 was
closedfromOberlinto Selden, and
also north of Oberlin.

Three shelters were set up for
stranded motorists. TheGateway,

said Mr. Shike, was opened Sun-
day night for two men who were
stuck intown. Hesaid helet them
in around 11:30 p.m. Kent
Ploussardfrom TheGateway staff
walkedtowork Monday morning
to cook for travelers.

Someof thestranded motorists

checked into motels. At the
Oberlinlnnthey werefull and till
had peoplestaying Tuesday night.
The Frontier Motel, too, had
stranded motorists.

Gary Anderson, owner of the

LandMark Inn, said he had 19
peoplewho stayed Monday night.
Some had to sleep on bedsin the
basement because the inn was
full.

Onefamily passingthroughar-

rived at 3:30 am. Monday after
traveling seven hours from
Norton to Oberlin.

Twofamiliesspentthenightin
(See STORM on Page 8A)

Chrisgmasgiveaway infull swinghere

Christmason Usisin full swing,
with red tickets being handed out
daily at participating stores.

Lastweek six ticketsweredrawn
for instant prizes of $50 in scrip
money. TinaMeitl wastheonly per-
son to claim her prize. She got her
ticketfrom Raye’ sGrocery. Twoof
the unclaimed tickets were also
from Raye's Grocery, one from
Addleman Drug Store, one from
Ward Drug Store and one from
Southwest Implement.

In thisweek’s ad there are eight

numbersforinstant winnerstofind.
Winners have until noon on Mon-
day to claim their money for this
week because of the snow storm
which delayed the newspaper.

With each ticket, customers get
another chance to win the grand
prizeof $1,500inscrip money tobe
spent with sponsoring Oberlinmer-
chants. For every $10 spent at apar-
ti cipating business, acustomer gets
oneticket.

Anyone can get one freeticket a
week from TheOberlinHerald and

the Chamber of Commerce office,
so no purchaseisrequired towin.
All participants must be 18 or
older. Newspaper employees and
theirrelativesarenot eligibletowin.
Employees of sponsoring busi-
nesses can’t collect tickets from
their place of employment, but can
participate at other stores.
Thefinal drawingwill beheld on
Saturday, Dec. 17. Atthat time, the
grand prize will be given away,
along with the $500 first prize, as
well as any unclaimed $50 instant

winners.

Thisyear’s sponsors for Christ-
mas on Us are: Addleman Drug
Store, Ward Drug Store, Stanley
Hardware, Raye sGrocery, Oberlin
Mercantile, theDresser, Shear Cre-
ations West and Day Spa, the Car-
pet Center, the Bank, Countryside
Veterinary Clinic, Rocking R, Prai-
rie Petals, Fidele Electric, Home
Planning Center, Culligan, Dale's
Fish ‘N’ Fun, Flowers by Lee,
Ampride, Lifetime Eyecare and
R&M Service Center.
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New center
getsloan
tohdp dart

Money helpscommittee
buy building and operate

The Business Enhancement/En-
trepreneurial Center in the former
The Bank building at 104 S. Penn
hasreceiveda$70,000, 10-year loan
with 1 percent interest from Prairie
Land Electric CooperativeInc.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the Oberlin-Decatur County
EconomicDevel opment Corp., said
board member Greg L ohoefener
wrotetheproposal for theloan. The
total project for the center cost
$90,000, she said. The corporation
putin$20,000 andtheloan covered
therest.

Shesaidthey spent $50,0000nthe
building and have $20,000 for
equipment, including a computer
and copier for public use. She said
thereisanother $20,000 set asidefor
operating costs, including heating,
water and electric bills.

The idea of the center isto help
bring in small businessesthat can’t
necessarily afford al of the startup
costs. Thisway they haveaspaceto
get started, shesaid. Mainly itisfor

moretechnical stuff likecomputers
and the like. She said most of the
businesses there either deal with
computers or sell things on the
Internet.

One of the first places to open,
2BCreative, not only works with
computers but fills the needs of an
office supply store.

Naturally Girlie, avintage cloth-
ing store, used technol ogy toexpand
its business, said Ms. Grafel. The
storewill alsohavearetail presence.

The Chamber of Commerce of-
ficeisin the center and Ms. Grafel
has an office there. That way, she
said, thecenter hassomeonepresent
most times.

Thereare12 suitesavailable, with
some businesses needing twa
spaces.

Anyoneinterestedinaspotinthe
center shouldcall Ms. Grafel at 475-
2901.

They needto submitaproposal to
the Economic Development boarc
for approval, shesaid.

Ticketson sale
for hometour
tobeon Sunday

Thereisdtill timeto purchasetick-
ets for the Decatur Professional
Home Tour on Sunday.

Tickets cost $12 a piece and are
available from members or at The
Dresser, The Oberlin Herald and
Flowers by Lee. Each person who
buysaticket getstotour four homes
andthemuseum. Thehomesinclude
those of Preston and Peggy Pratt,
Kevin and Jeanie Unger, Gary and
MarshaRichardsand the Good Sa
maritan Center.

Mrs. Pratt said their home was
builtin 1906 and hasbeenowned by
only threefamilies. The house was
originally built by thetown dentist,
Dr. H. G. Morrison, then by it was
soldto Florence(K eisner) Petersen,
andthentothePratts. Shesaid they
have lived in the house at 302 N.
Penn Ave. for 11 years.

The home boasts original wood-
work and the original lights which
weresomeof thefirst gaspowered
lightsin Oberlin.

Thehousestill hasthecoal buck-
etsinthebasement. Thereusedtobe
aplacein the driveway where past
ownerswouldputliquor. Mrs. Pratt
said they covered it with cement.
Under theyard, thereisabasement
room, similar to astorm shelter.

Although the home is 101 years

old, ithaswalk-inclosetsinthebed-
rooms, said Mrs. Pratt.

Thehomehasfour bedroomswith
agameroomintheattic.

Sincethe Prattshave moved into
thehousethey havetakenthefloors
back to hard wood, put in new car-
pet, finished the attic, put in new
heatingandair conditioning, builte
garage, deck and added landscap-
ing.

Mrs. Unger saidtheir brick home
washbuiltin 1955 by theKumpfam-
ily. The Unger family moved into
thehomeat 208 N. Griffithin 1996.

The entire home, she said, has
hardwood floors.

The upstairs has finished hard-
wood floors and on the main floor
they have taken up the carpet anc
planto refinishthefloors.

Sincethe Ungersmovedin, they
haveredonethebathrooms, redeco-
rated and doneal ot of landscaping.

Mrs. Unger saidtheupstairsof the
houseisdoneinawesternthemeand
therestwill befilledwith Christmas
decorations.

Afterthetour, everyoneisinvited
back totheUnited Churchfor asoup
supper, complete with homemade
desserts.

Thetour starts at the church at 3
p.m.

Trave group seeks
regional promotion

Membersof theNorthwest Travel
Council are getting ready for the
Kansas Sampler Festival to beheld
in Garden City inMay.

The members, which represent
around 12 counties in northwest
Kansas, met at the LandMark Inn
last Tuesday. Connie Grafel, mar-
keting director for the Economic
Development Corporation, said
usually 12 countiesarerepresented
at the monthly meetings.

She has been going to the meet-
ingsfor 10to 12 years. Theideaof
thegroup, saidMs. Grafel,istopro-
motetheregiontogether. They goto
trade showstogether, aswell asthe
Sampler Festival.

Thegrouptakedaboutitsideafor
a booth at the Sampler Festival,
whichtheywill dotogetherinalarge
tent. They want to makeit possible
for peopletowalk into thetent and,
if they arereally into history or cul-

t1ire find o it evvervithi na thevs \want

to know about this part of Kansas.

For thecounty booths, saidMarci
Penner, with the Sampler Festival,
you can put a booth together early
andputitinawindow downtowntc
help promote the town. Tourism
needs to be a community-wide
thing, shesaid.

To promote tourism, said Mrs.
Penner, communities are going to
haveto try to do things differently.
Normal promotions, which towns
havea waysdone, should bethrown
out thewindow.

Communitiesand regionsshould
do things to promote themselves
withthingsthat arereal.

“Weshould do the best we can
being us,” said Mrs. Penner.

Besides promoting the region at
the Kansas Sampler Festival, Ms.
Grafel said they do the Northwest
Kansas hunting guide each year.
Oberlin takes out afull page of ads

in the niihlicati on each vvear
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* Storm closes
busnesses, roads
and schoolshere

(Continued from Page 1A)
their carson Sunday and thecounty
dug out enough to rescue them on
Monday. Their cars were still bur-
ied, however.

In Jennings, the Senior Center
was open and in Norcatur the edu-
cational building of the Norcatur
United Methodist Church. Bothhad
travelers who were waiting for the
storm to pass.

Around4p.m. Monday, said Mr.
Shike, the city crew realized they
weren’t going to get power on at
Sappa Valley Y outh Ranch. The
staff decided to movetheboysinto
The Gateway. Mr. Ploussard
cooked dinner for them, and break-
fast and lunch Tuesday.

There were 15 motorists at The
Gateway and four dogs, plus the
boys.

Intermsof damagetocity-owned
equipment, said Mr. Shike, thiswas
probably the worse storm he has
seen in years. There were power
poles broken off and being held up
only by wires. Street lights are
down, layinginthesnow, and some
Christmasdecorationsthat wereal -
ready hung werewrecked.

Itwasanexpensivestorm, hesaid.

The Norcatur areareceived any-
where from four to six inches of
snow and strong winds.

“Wehad 15inchesof wind,” said
Jim Plotts.

Hiswife, Carolyn Kelley Plotts,
said they had afull house starting
Sunday night. She said sheand her
husband Jim got home Sunday
night. Their daughter, Jennifer
Auxier dropped them off, and
headed home to Oberlin after 9:30
p.m. Mrs. Plotts said Ms. Auxier
cameback withacar full of stranded
motorists, seveninall,amom, dad,
uncle, four kids and two dogs. All
camped outwiththePlottsesat their
home.

The family left around 10 a.m.
Tuesday on their way to Colorado.

Therewere 12 people at the edu-
cational building of the Norcatur
United Methodist Church on Sun-
day night. Monday morning, they
were taken to the Cardinal Cafeto
eat. That night, the families were
divided among homes.

Mr. Plotts, whoisthetown’ swa-
terandwastewater treatment opera-
tor, said he discovered around 7:30
am. Tuesday that thetownwas|ow
onwater. Hewent tothepumphouse
and found that there wasn't any
power, which meant no water. He
caledPrairieLandElectric,andthe
problem wasfixed.

In Jennings, Marge Hartzog said
they opened the Senior Center and
they havehad peopleonand off. The
first night, they had a couple and
their 15-month-old baby. Mrs.
Hartzog said the wife was due on
Thursday for acesarean section.

Others have come and gone for
meals, shesaid, sinceall of Jennings
iswithout power and hasbeensince
Sunday.

Some of the men, said Mrs.
Hartzog, have teamed up to check
on peopleand pull othersout of the
snow. Whenthey went out towork,
she said, they awayswent in pairs
andtwo vehiclesat atime.

Basically, she said, the whole
town has come together to make
surepeoplehaveheatersor genera-
tors. Food has been brought in and
some donated by thetown grocery.

Duringthestorm, shesaid, some-
one in Dresden was taken into
Oberlin by ambulance.

A Dresdenfarmer startedto open
the road from their side while the
county opened the road from the
other side.

Both the courthouse and the city
officesin OberlinwereclosedMon-
day. The city offices opened Mon-
day afternoon. The Oberlin Clinic
was closed Monday but the hospi-
tal was open for emergency and
minimal services.

With aholiday spirit
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AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Jhn day. The next candlewill belit Sunday.

Wrightlightedthefirst candleintheadvent wreath on Sun- — Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Power outageddaysnewspaper oneday

By Tom Betz
TheGoodland Star-News

Wind was the major cause of
power outages in Goodland from
Sunday afternoon until Monday
night, which meant The Oberlin
Herald had to delay printing aday.

“Wehadal ot of thingsgoingon,”
said Rod Blake, power plant super-
intendent. “ The main problem was
thewindslappinglinestogether and
taking out our switches and break-
ers.”

Without power The Goodland
Sar-Newswasclosed whichmeant
the presses were closed delaying

The Oberlin Herald a day. The
Norton Telegramwasalso delayed
aday because of the power outages
in Goodland.

Normally the newspaper is put
together on Monday night and then
printedto Goodland. Early Tuesday
morning the press crew prints the
newspaper and EllaBettsdrivesto
Goodlandtopickitup, said Manag-
ing Editor Kimberly Davis. Without
thepower, shesaid, thedecisionwas
made to wait aday for the paper to
print.

Blakesaidthecity lostitsconnec-
tiontothe Sunflower Electric Power
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system about 2:30 p.m. on Sunday .
“Wegotthingsback up,” Blakesaid,
“but wewerelosing somany feeder
linesit opened another breaker with
Sunflower and dropped our system.

“Wenever lost thewholecity af-
ter the original outage, but we had
problemswith the north, south and
central loops which feed mainly
from Sunflower.

“We are back on Sunflower and
generating part of our needsbecause
of abreaker failureat theplant. We
arerunning asplit system, and gen-
erating what we can.”

He said the city would have tc
repair some switches on the south
loop Tuesday, and they would have
to switch the load to get off Sun-
flower to allow the city line crews
to work on the equipment. He said
somemetering equipment hadto be
replacedtoallow thetwo systemsto
bejoined again.

He was hoping that would not
mean any outages, but that it would
be possiblethere might beaninter-
ruption of about 30 minutes while
thework isbeing done on the south
loop.



