City council
holdsoff raisng
electricrates

TheOberlinCity Council decided
to wait until January to make any
decisions about raising electric
rates, giving themembersachance
tolook at the possiblewaystoraise
ratesand talk with customers.

At ameeting Thursday night at
The Gateway, City Administrator
Gary Shikehanded out aworksheet
17 scenariosfor rates. A report the
council receivedinNovember from
the Kansas Municipal Energy
Agency said that the city was pro-
jected to be short $140,000in elec-
tric fund.

Mr. Shikesaidthecity couldraise
the rates 1 cent per kilowatt hour,
which would generate around
$134,000ayear. If thecity addsan-
other $5tothemeter charge, hesaid,
that would generatehal f of what the
fund needs.

Basically, theaverage bill needs
tobeincreased 10 percent, said Mr.
Shike. The typical home uses
around 800 kilowatt hoursamonth,
hesaid.

That increase, said Councilman
JoeStanley, won't makethecity any
more money, it will just cover the
city’s power costs. Thisyear, said
Mr. Shike, the city is paying about
6.5 cents per killowatt hour on av-
erage. Thatisat least two centsmore
than last year.

If customers conserve energy,
sai d Councilman Patrick Pomeroy,
then the city won't have to buy as
much.

“There is no good solution to
this,” said CouncilmanRob McFee.

A lot of transferscomeout of the
electionfund, said Councilman Joe
Stanley, and the money is used to
runother departments,includingthe

Council
Roundup

At its meeting Thursday night,
the Oberlin City Council:

* Heard it will cost anywhere
from $5,000t0$16,840to upgrade
oldwiring for two of the city's wells
sothey canbe hookeduptoapor-
table generator. Story on Page 1A.

+ Decided to wait until January
to make any decisions about rais-
ing electric rates. Story to left.

+Heard the mayor thank the city
foreman, crew and all employees
forthe greatjobthey did duringthe
snow storm last week. Story on
Page 1A.

+ Discussed stray cats, but
didn't’ make any decisions about
what can be done with the ani-
mals. Story to come.

+ Decided not to do anything
with the franchise agreementwith
Midwest Energy atthistime. Story
below.

library, TheGateway andtheequip-
ment fund

Without that money, said Coun-
cilmanRay Ward, city taxeswill be
much higher.

Or the services much lower,
added Mayor Ken Shobe.

Councilman Pomeroy said he
wanted sometimetolook at thesce-
nariosand explain themto people.

The council agreed to table the
discussion until the January meet-

ing.

Gasagreement
togaythesame

TheOberlin City Council decided
nottodoanythingwithanatural gas
franchise agreement with Midwest
Energy at themeeting Thursday, but
gtill hasseveral monthsto makeany
decisions.

The agreement includes a 2 per-
cent franchisefeeforthecity, which
is passed on to customers. The
agreement can berevisited at five-
year intervals.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
the agreement isup Feb. 5, and the
council has 90 days from that date
tomakeadecision.

Themoney paysforthefirm’ suse
of city streetsand rights of way.

Councilman Ray Ward said with
gas rates already up and the city
needingtoraiseelectrical rates, this
would be abad timeto increasethe
franchisefee.

The council didn’t know if the 2
percent paid now was onthewhole
bill or only acertain part.

Later, the council received are-
quest fromtheHousing Authority to

seeif its director and maintenance
person could beput onthecity’ sin-
suranceplan. Theauthority operates
Sappa Valey Manor, with low in-
come apartments.

Thecouncil saiditwasOK aslong
asthehousingauthority paysfor the
two people.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart said
he received a call from Nex-Tech
recently about the city’sradio re-
peater on the water tower. He said
thereisapart that probably needsto
bereplaced and acoaxial cable has
acrimpinit.

If anythingisreplaced, said Chief
Lockhart, Nex-Tech suggests that
the antennabe replaced, too.

Thechief said hewantstowait to
doanythingonit.

He said the police department
didn’t have any problems getting
around in the snow last week. The
first night, they borrowed afour-
wheel-drive vehicle from the city
crew, he said, and after that they
used their patrol cars.
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for tour

HELPING TO SHOW
OFFHISHOME at 302N.
Penn. Preston Pratt (above)
waited to take visitors up-
stairs after his wife Peggy
had lead them around the
downstairs during Decatur
Professional Women’s
Homes Tour on Sunday.
Cheryl Metcalf (bel ow) ex-
amined a nutcracker orna-
ment at the Decatur County
Good Samaritan Center,
another stop onthetour.

— Herald photos
by Cynthia Haynes

Architect
totalk

about pool

Architects with Water’s Edge
Aquatics will be at The Gateway
Thursday nightto answer questions
about the Oberlin swimming pool
project and report ontheir findings.

Themeetingwill startat 6:30p.m.
downstairsin the civic center. The
meeting is open to the public, and
pool committee members hope ev-
eryonewill turn out.

RAWLINS SPECIALTY CLINICS

707 GRANT ST. - ATWOOD, KS 67730 - (785)626-3211
Rawlins Specialty Clinics
Bringing Specialized Healthcare To Your Community

( December 2005 )

Y N

Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Dr. Reeves Dr. Reeves
Podiatry Podiatry
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Dr. Rubinowitz
Hematology/
Oncology
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Dr. Frankum
General Surgeon
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Dr. Curtis
Cardiology
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Dr. Miller
Cardiology
Clinic
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE CALL (785)626-3211 “:
Cheryl Banister, RN - Specialty Clinic Director
Thank you for allowing us to assist in your healthcare. H :
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Orver 30 Years of
Sales & Service

Model # KBRA20ELSS

Architect® Series
Counter-Depth Bottom-
Freezer Refrigerator

W AquaSense™ Water Filtration System
reduces lead, chlorine and particles

M Internal water dispenser

M Factory installed ice maker

To learn more about the entire KitchenAid® line,
visit KitchenAid.com or call 1.800.422.1230.
®Re: red trademark/™ trad,

Registered lemark of KitchenAid, U.S.A

RECEIVE UP TO

*/00"

CASH BACK BY MAIL WITH THE PURCHASE OF
QUALIFYING KITCHENAID® MAJOR APPLIANCES* *

QUALIFYING
APPLIANCES

QUALIFYING
APPLIANCES

QUALIFYING
APPLIANCES

Model # KDRP407HSS

Architect® Series Classic

Commercial Style Dual

Fuel Range

M 30" professional grade stainless steel

B True Convection Oven with TH.E.™
Temperature Management System
B Four Pro Line™ Sealed Gas Burners

See store for qualifying models and details.
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FOR THE WAY |

T'S MADE.”

R & M Service Center
150 S. Penn Ave.
Oberlin, Kansas

785-475-2177

PURCHASE

RECEIVE

$5 OO CASH BACK**
*300 cast sack-
$] 50 CASH BACK**

Model # KUDS01DL

S Series™ Split-Control
Dishwasher

M Adjustable and removable upper rack
offers loading flexibility

B Whisper Quiet Ultima™ Sound
Insulation System

W Commercial grade stainless steel
interior offers exceptional drying
performance

M Split-Control console conceals controls
and displays cycle progression

OFFER VALID ON PURCHASES NOVEMBER 25 - DECEMBER 15, 2005
**Mail-in offer only. Some models featured may not qualify for promotional offer.
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