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Demaocr atsarewr ong:
we' renot losngthiswar

Casudltiesinthelragwar passed 2,000 | ast
month, with apredictableamount of moaning
and carping fromthe Democratsand the anti-

war crowd.

Deaths of American servicemen, and
women, are never pleasant, but you have to

ask, towhat end?

Most of those who madethis sacrifice, and
their friends who carry on today, probably
would tell you it wasin ajust and valuable
cause. That’s not what you will hear back

home, however.

TheDemocratssensebloodinthewater with
the president’ s popularity at an al-time low
just beforethe congressional elections. They
want control of Congress back.

Andthey seem perfectly willingtoabandon
everything these servicemenfought and died

for.

Here swhat you' I hear from thisbunch:

* The president lied to get usinto the war.
Therewereno weapons of massdestruction.

« It'sall about oil. Only the oil companies

profit.

* We are bogged down in a Vietnam-like

morass. We€'ll never win.
e Thelragishateus.

* Thewar ishelping theterrorists. It’ stheir

best recruiting tool.

» Theadministration hasno exit strategy.
* Ourtroopsaredyinginvain.Wemustbring

them home.

* Theterroristsarewinning.

Only, onthefaceof it, noneof that istrue.

In fact, the Bush strategy of invading Af-
ghanistanand I ragandrooting out twoviolent,
oppressiveregimes seemsto beworking.

It’ snot about oil; it sabout destabilizingthe
terroristsand putting them on therun.

There have been no terrorist attacksin the

making noise, isinfactontherun, itscommu-
nicationsand commandtotally disrupted. We
have picked off the leaders one by one, and

eventually, wewill catch uptoal of them.

Outsidelrag, theMideastisquieter thanit’s
been in years. The Palestinians are having

elections. Isragl has withdrawn from some

Jordan.

territory. Terrorism has subsided along the

Inlrag, the peopleturned out to votein two
el ections despite everything the terrorists

coulddoto prevent them. Thesamehappened

in Afghanistan.
People were immensely proud of their
democratic accomplishments, holding up

their inked thumbsfor the cameras.

Sure, the forces that backed Saddam
Hussein are not happy. They are fighting us

tooth and nail, and they have been far more

effective than the administration expected.
Still, therearesignsthat theU.S. andthelraqgi
government arewinning, notlosing, thiswar.

Themillionsof Iragiswho welcomed U.S.

troopsasthey liberated Baghdad still, for the

most part, back the change we have brought.

Itisthe Saddam forces and theterroristswho
arekilling people, and most of thevictimsare

Iragi.

Nowar iseasy. Inthisone, theinitial phase

wasfar easier than many expected, asAmeri-
cantroopsrolled fromtheborder to Baghdad

injust days. Casualtiesweremaybe10 percent
of what wasexpected. Thenext phasehasbeen

U.S.sincetheinvasions. Al-Qaida, whilestill

harder than anyone thought, but the aterna-
tivetofinishing theeffortisnot pretty.
Death. Violence. A victory for theterrorists.
And, eventually, moreterrorist attackshere.
After 2,000 combat deaths, we can’t and
shouldn’t allow that to happen. It’'stimeto
buckledownandfinishwhat wehavestarted.

—SeveHaynes

Whodothesevoicesbdongto?

| wasjust finishingaconversation
at the Associated Press meeting
when the phonerang.

The voice at the other end
launched into alengthy account of
some computer problem.

| had noideawhoit was.

Itwasthekind of thing Evantalks
about, but thedeep and husky voice
onthephonecertainly wasn't Evan.

Itkepttalking, though, andfinally
| came to the only logical conclu-
sion: It was someone with a deep,
husky voice trying to impersonate
Evan.

| wasabout to stop thisimpostor,
call his hand and demand to know
what he had donewith Evan.

| wasn’ttheonly one. Pat saidthe
same guy called her. She finally
asked who the heck it was.

Anditturnsout, itwasEvan. Evan
on tiny time capsules. Evan with a
really bad cold.

It wasfour days beforewe could
recognize him when he croaked. It
wasn't so bad in person, because
you could seethedeep, husky voice
was coming from someone who
looked alot like Evan. Over the
phone, though....

Next, it happened to Cynthia.

Whenshetalks, though shelooks
likemy wife, shesoundsjustlike...
well, someoneelse.

Andwhilel’ mthinkingthat could
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By SteveHaynes

enhance our marriage, it's alittle
unnerving inthemorning.

One day, when | was still half
asleep, she called to me from the
other room. | waslying therethink-
ing, wondering how our son had
comeback from Lawrencealready.

When shestuck her head intothe
bedroom, though, it looked like
Cynthiaand not like Lacy, so I'm
assuming she hasthe cold, too.

Andwhat acold. It seemstolower
theaveragevoicetwooctavesbel ow
eventheordinary winter cold.

Now, | think | am gettingit.

I’mpretty surel didn’tgetif from
Evan. Cynthiawill get the blame,
well deserved.

I’mnot surewho peoplewill think
I amwhen| call.

| may let them guess. Or maybe
I’ [l bepoliteandtell themwho | am.

Thenagain, maybenot. Depends
onwhether | think they will bemad
ame.

If | havetosuffer,why goeasy on
therest of theworld?

Besides, aslow as my voice will
be, I'll be able to call people and
whineand complain, andnoonewill
know who's calling or whom to
blame.

| kind of likethat.

Andif | talk alot about comput-
ers, they’ Il probably just think it’'s
Evan.
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Fall onicehurtsher dignity

That's what happens when you
get in ahurry and wear the wrong
kind of shoes.

Saturday night, Jim and | were
hurryingto gettotownfor adinner.
Thiswas anice party and | didn’t
want to wear my snow boots. | put
onapair of loaferswith slick soles.
| wasgoingout to start thecar when
| steppedonasdlick spot. And, asmy
girls used to say when they were
little, “1 fall down, go boom.”

BOOM, itwas. My feet went out
from under me, my knee went one
way, my anklewent the other, and |
landed square on my dignity.

Jim was still in the house and
without any witnesses, it did no
goodtocry. | lay there, inthesnow,
for aminute saying, “ Oh, ow-w-w.
Oh, ow-w-w.”

Thesnow cushioned my fall, or |
would have been hurt worse than |
was. Of course, if it hadn’t beenfor
the snow, | wouldn't havefalenin
thefirst place. It' saCatch-22.

Bottom line (no pun intended), |
wasn't really hurt, just my pride.
Sunday | hobbled around and gen-
erdlyfeltlikel hadbeenrunover by
atruck. | usedmy “condition” asan
excusetolazeaway theafternoonin
my comfy recliner.

—ob—

Injured or not, though, Christmas
iscoming. And, | don't careif I'm
politically incorrect by not saying
“the Holidays’ are coming. If you
are offended by a Christian saying
“Merry Christmas,” thenyou better
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stop reading right now.

Tell youwhat. If you'rean athe-
ist,aMudlim,aHindu, or whatever,
| won't read your column, either.
Deal?

For the rest of my readers, I’'m
making Christmas candy, making
some Christmas presents and gen-
erally getting in the mood to cel-
ebrateJesus birthday. | don’treally
think Christ was born Dec. 25, but
that istheday set asideto celebrate
it,andit’sOK withme.

Sinceit’ stheseason, I’ [l shareone
of Jim’ sfavoriteChristmascandies.
It's also the simplest thing | make,
soyou’regonnaloveit.

Club Cracker Candy

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Have ready 1/2 cup of sliced al-
monds. Y ou may also use chopped
or ground almonds, or pecans.

Line a cookie sheet or jelly-roll
panwithfoil. Arrange Club Crack-
ers(not saltines) on thefail, cover-
ing theentire surface.

In asmall pan, bring to boil 1/2
cup sugar and 1/2 cup butter (not
margarine). Boil about 2 minutes.

Removefromheat, stirin 1 teaspoon
vanilla. Pour over crackers. Sprinkle
with the nuts. Bake for 10-12 min-
utes.

Let cool, break apart. Storein e
tight container. Will keepfor along
time.

Warning! They areaddictiveand
you can't eat just one.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Anditcametopassinthose
days, that therewent out ade-
cree from Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be
taxed....AndJosephal sowent
upfromGalilee, out of thecity
of Nazareth, unto Judaea, unto
the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (becausehe
was of the house and lineage
of David:) To be taxed with
Mary hisespousedwife, being
great with child.

Lukel, 4-5

Catsbringout early presents

Oldest daughter calledtosay that
she’ sheentraumatized by amouse.

A mouse?Givemeabreak, child.
When you were akid, you used to
catchmicetofeedthefamily snake.
Y ou’ve never been afraid of any-
thingthat creeped, crawled or scam-
pered.

But after | heard her story, | real-
ized that afew visits to atherapist
might be agood Christmas present
—that or anicebull snake.

Daughter said she was sitting at
her deskinthelivingroomworking
when her backpack/computer case
fell on her foot. Asshe bent to pick
itup, sherealizedtherewasamouse
under it.

It was a sad |ooking mouse, she
said. It waswet and terrified.

This was not a surprise, since
Sabine, queen of thethreecats, was
crouching beside it. It looked like
Sabineandthemousehad beenthere
for some time while daughter was
working.

As daughter tried to get up, the
mouse ran across her foot and
Sabine nailed her with a pawful of
claws. She apparently doesn’t like
anyonegetting between her and her
prey.

Son-in-law Nik likessmall furry
thingsandrefusestokill mice, sohe
brought out thelivetrapthey usefor
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these occasions. other mouse. L ouie apparently hao

“That mouse ran right into the
trap,” Daughter said. “ | think hewas
really tired and just happy to get
away fromthecat.”

Nik took themousetotheback of
their wooded property and let it go
while Daughter finished up her
work.

Thiswas all very interesting, |
told Felicia, but | didn’t think that
should have traumatized her, that
wasjust agood reason to get ateta-
nusshot.

True, sheadmitted, but therewas
more.

That night Louie, No. 3 cat, who
sleeps with them, wouldn’t settle
down. He kept moving around.
Thensomethingranacrossher face.

Daughter was still rattled by the
mouse incident and made Nik turn
onthelight and check the bed.

There under her pillow was an-

been playingwithit onthebed.

Now, Daughter is not afraid of
mice, but havingonerunacrossyour
face in the middle of the night i<
enough to giveanyoneastart.

Nik gotthelivetrapout againanc
again the mouse seemed morethan
willingtoget afreeridetothecounty
line.

It wasn't even the same mouse,
Daughter assured me.

She said she realizes that cats
bring their prey in to show off, but
usually, it’ sjust adead mouse.

Shewasn't sureif shepreferrede
liveor adead mouseinthiscase, she
said. Rolling over in the middle of
the night onto some dead thing
didn’t sound like it would be toc
much fun, either.

But what really bothers her i<
there’ sstill Marcell, theNo. 2 cat.

Whenwill hebebringingher agift~

Reader dissentson street clearing
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| seeby thefront page of the Dec.
7 paper that the city crews were
thanked for ajob well done in the
recent blizzard. | wouldliketo dis-
agree when it comes to the street
cleaning.

Hereitismany daysafter,andthe
streetsare covered with more snow
on top of the sheer ice that has not
been removed from the previous
storm. Thereisvirtually no sand
anywherebut oneintersection, Penn
and Hall, and that was early the
morningof Dec. 8.1f youdon'thave
apickup or other large conveyance
you arein danger of high centering
just driving down Commercial.

| and other family membershave
been to Norton and McCook and a
few other townsthat arerelativein
size to Oberlin, and these towns
wereout with sandtrucksand grad-
erstogettheir streetscleaned. They

didn’twait until thestormwasover.
Why, even Norcatur has cleaner
streetsthanwedo.

Dowenot haveadequatecrewsor
equipment to sand and clear streets
during astorm? The policy | have
heard Oberlinhasistowait until the
last snowflakehasfallenbeforedo-
ing anything. If that istrue, and ap-
parently itisfromthisstormand past
winters, it ispretty pathetic.

On Tuesday morning after the
storm, East Avenue had not been
touched and | shoveledathird of the
way into the street itself to be able
toback out of my driveway. | donot
appreciate having to shovel city
streets. If it requires that someone
work alittle overtime to keep the

city functioning, then it should be

done. Fortunately, the utility crews

don’twaituntil everythingisovertc
dotheir repairs.

DonnaWarren

Oberlin
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The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

We do not publish anonymous
letters.




