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Fedsmay

check

here

ON SECur ity

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Decatur County attorney
warned commissioners and the
former emergency preparedness
director last Tuesday that thecounty
needs to be ready for a Homeland
Security audit.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
saild Homeland Security isdoingthe
auditsto make suremoney givento
counties has been spent correctly.
The audits aren’t going to be spot,
he said, but in depth.

All the county’s money, said
former director Bert Cool, hasgone
for equipment likeradios. Theonly
problem, he said, might be that the
city crew got some of theradios.

The county, said Mr. Hirsch,
should makesurethat thereisagood
inventory of theitems. Mr. Cool said
hewill compilealist.

Good, saidMr. Hirsch; theHome-
land Security people probably
won't bein good humor when they
get here.

Thereisoneradiostill inthebox,
saildMr. Cool, that issupposedtogo
inthe hospital, but it hasn't yet.

If theaudit showsthat themoney
was spent incorrectly, said Mr.
Hirsch, the county would have to
pay for that item.

The group briefly discussed the
emergency manager position, for
which they are working on ajob
description so the county can hire
someonetoreplaceMr. Cool. Com-
missioner Doyle Brown asked if it
would beafull-time positionto get

someonetohelpMr. Cool dothejob.
Mr. Cool said hewould continuein
thepositionasemergency manager
until someoneishired.

Mr. Cool said he needs someone
togotomeetingsand bring back the
notes. Thejobisafull-timeposition,
hesaid, but thecounty doesn’t want
topay for that.

Part of that isabudget issue, said
Mr. Hirsch.

What about the training for the
National Incident Management
System? Mr. Brown asked. The
county wassupposedto haveall of-
ficialsand managerstrained by Oct.
1,2004, Mr. Hirsch said. Thetrain-
ing takes two to three hours, he
added.

Thetrainingisfor emergency pre-
parednessand can betakenover the
web or in aclassroom setting.

Who all needs to be trained?
asked Mr. Brown. Everyone who
might be working during an emer-
gency, said Mr. Hirsch. That in-
cludes the fire department, ambu-
lance service, law enforcement,
elected officialsand public works.

The county is looking at 100
people, said Mr. Cool. What is it
goingtocostthecounty for thetrain-
ing? asked Commissioner Ralph
Unger.

Atthattime, Mr. Hirschaskedfor
a10-minuteclosed sessionfor non-
elected personnel. There was no
action taken when it ended.

The county seems to have

(See COUNTY on Page8A)

First baby toget
lotsof presents

Withthenew year about here, The
OberlinHeraldand areabusinesses
aresponsoringtheannual First Baby
of the Y ear contest.

Thefamily of thefirstlittlegirl or
boy born at Decatur County Hospi-
tal after Jan. 1, 2006, will win gifts
from 14 businesses.

Giftsinclude acaseof baby food
from Raye's Grocery, a pizzafor
two from PizzaHut, a$20 gift cer-
tificatefrom Mary Kay, agift from
Fredrickson Insurance Agency, a

$10 gift certificate from Ben
Franklin, agiftfromRay Jewelry, a
$10gift certificatefromWard Drug
Store, a $25 gift certificate from
RockingR, a$25savingsbondfrom
First National Bank, a$10 gift cer-
tificate from Stanley Hardware, a
$25 gift certificatefrom Shear Cre-
ationsWest and Day Spa, a$25 gift
certificate from Addleman Drug
Store, a$10gift certificatefromThe
Dresser andayear’ ssubscriptionto
The Oberlin Herald.

Food drivehitsgoal
with daystogpare

Theyearly food drive at Stanley
Hardwarehasbroughtinmoreitems
thisyear than ever.

Owner JoeStanley saidthisyear’s
drive has been “ better than ever.”
Withagoal of 2,000items, the sev-
enthdrivestartedjust after Thanks-
giving. A blizzard that weekend
meant thedrivegot aslow start, but
thingspi cked upquickly asfoodand
other itemsrolled into the down-
town business.

Asof Tuesday, therewere 2,635
items in the store’ s window. Mr.
Stanley said hewastold agroupin
town plans to bring in a bunch of
items, so the drive might top 3,000
items. That’ sagood thing with de-
mand heavy and the supply low at
the county’ sfood bank.

“The newssaid that it was going
tobeabad year for donations,” said
Mr. Stanley, “but Oberlin proved
themwrong.”

Mr. Stanley said the junior stu-
dent council will help him deliver
the goods to the Decatur County
Food Pantry at the United Church.
Last year the group weighed the
food and therewasnearly aton and
ahalf.

Theplansaretomovethefoodthe
middle of next week.

AT CENTENNIAL BOWL, Fireman Randy Peters
(above) got ready to cool off the hot roof after ablaze de-
stroyedthebuilding. Gary Zodrow (bel ow) pulled supplies

County spendsyear
looking at thefuture

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

In 2005, people in Decatur
County started to look to the fu-
ture: the future of schools, of
water and sewer systems, bring-
inginnew businessesand provid-
ing more.

Atthesametime, anniversaries
were celebrated, user fees went
up and thingsstill werealot like
they weretheyear before.

At the end of each year, The
OberlinHerald staff takesal ook
back at what happened in the
area. Theyear 2005wasbusy for
many.

InJanuary, theCity of Oberlin
City made plans to redrill well
No. 9tohelp providemorewater
forthecity. Theideawasto pump
200gallonsmorewater aminute
and havethe project done by the
summer.

Inthesamemonth, thecity got
a $400,000 state and federal
grant, the maximum amount, to
help build a new waste water
treatment plant. The council al-
most overlooked thenoticeat its
regular meeting because it ap-
peared to be ordinary mail from
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

Thecity’ spool committeecon-
tinued working on ways to plan
andbuildanew pool. They talked
withtheOberlin School Boardto
seeif the schools would use an
indoor pool if available.

February brought the annual
Seeds of Hope Telethon, which
celebrated its 10- year anniver-
sary. The community access
cablechannel a so celebrated 10
yearsof service.

TheCity Council askedthecity
attorney tonegotiatealeasewith
Pheasants Forever to farm the

lake bottom at Sappa Park, after
canceling along-time lease with
farmer Jim Abbey. The wildlife
group later contracted with Mr.
Abbey to farm the ground and
plant wildlifeplots.

TheKansasL egidaturestill had
no final decision on school fi-
nance, leaving districts with no
way to plan abudget for the next
school year.

InMarch, Oberlinrai sed sewer
rates 72 centsper 100 cubicfeet of
water used, from$2.23t0$2.95to0
help pay for the new sewer plant.

Thepool committeepushedfor-
ward with plans to help build a
new pool or work on the existing
one. Attheir request, thecity hired
apool designer and engineering
firm, Water’' sedgeAquatics, todo
some planning on the project.

In Jennings, the school board
decidedtoask districtsinOberlin,
NortonandHoxietotaketheir sev-
enth through twelfth graders for
thenextyear. The Oberlin School
District accepted, asdid Hoxie.

After months of research the
county commissionersdecidedto
put ideas for a possible assisted
living center hereonhold because
no money to build afacility was
available.

Four monthsintotheyear, tem-
peratures dropped to 27 degrees.
Many farmers worried that the
wheat would be damaged.

In May, the Jennings School
Board voted to disorganize at the
end of the coming school year.
Planswereformedtosplittheland
among the Oberlin, Hoxie and
Norton districts.

Withthenew well not doneand
water use high, the City Council
lowered the trigger for declaring

fromthebuilding acrossthestreet to Raye’ sGrocery dur-

ing the blizzard in November.
— Herald staff photos by Steve Haynes and Kimberly Davis

awater emergency by 100,000gal-
lons aday. If the city pumped
700,000gdllonsaday, userswould
goonaneven/odd systemfor out-

door watering. It was the fifth
consecutive year for water re-
strictions.

(See FIRE on Page 8A)
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Drawingfor money

s
itk

WITHALITTLEHEL PfromJean Soderlund, Chamber of Commercemanager Glenva
Nicholsannounced the winners of the Oberlin Business Alliance drawing last Monday.
Nine peoplewon $25 and Linda Weber won the big prize, $1,000 in SantaBucks.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

* County might get checked

(Continued from Page 1A)
droppedtheball somewhereonthis
training, said Mr. Brown. Everyone
needstobetrained. Thedepartment
headswill needto supportit and get
their peopleto thetraining.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said heagrees, but doesn’t
know how to get all of hispeopleto

themesting. Atanormal ambulance
service meeting, hesaid, not all the
volunteers are present. He said he
has about five people who are
trained.

If the county has atraining class
every month for ayear, said Mr.
Pomeroy, then everyone might get
through the course.

Mr. Hirsch said that brings up
another question. Isthe county go-
ing to pay theworkersto attend the
training? There was no answer.

Thiswill comedownasarequire-
ment, saidMr. Unger. Itisimportant
that theworkersget thistrainingfor
their safety and the safety of the
wholeteam.

Busnessestoclosefor holiday

Most Oberlin storeswill be open
regular hours on New Y ear's Eve,
but plantobeclosedonNew Year's
Day.
TheOberlinHeraldwill beclosed
on Monday and the paper will be
printed a day late on Wednesday.
Deadlines for The Country Advo-
catewill be by noon on Friday and
for TheHerald at noon on Tuesday.

Mail will bedeliveredintownon
Saturday and there will be regular
hoursfor window serviceat thepost
officeon New Y ear' sEve.

Federal, state, city and county
offices and financial institutions

will be closed on Monday for New
Y ear’ sDay. Thecourthousewill be
closed all day Monday, and the
county treasurer’ sofficewill close
at noon on Friday.

CrossroadsExpressand Ampride
will be open regular hours on New
Y ear’ sweekend and Monday. D &
M Sinclair will closeat 10p.m. on
New Year's Eve, closed New
Y ear’ s Day, then be open on Mon-
day.

A&W Root Beer will close at 8
p.m. New Year's Eve, be closed
New Y ear’ sDay and open Monday.

The Frontier Restaurant will be

openuntil 9 p.m. New Year'sEve,
beclosedNew Y ear’ sDay and open
on Monday. Keeno’s Roadhouse
will closedonNew Y ear’ sDay. The
LandMark Inn’s Teller Room will
beopenfrom11:30am.to1:30p.m.
on Saturday and alsofrom6t0 8:30
p.m.onNew Y ear' sEvefor a“ surf
andturf” dinner. They will beclosed
New Y ear’ sDay and Monday.

TheOberlinLibrary will closeat
1p.m.on New Year's Eve and re-
open Tuesday.

There will be a cattle sale at
OberlinLivestock AuctiononMon-

day.

City employeesget pay increase

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved a pay raise of 35 cents an
hour raisefor al city employeesbut
oneat its meeting thismonth.

The one employee got an 84-
cents-an-hour raiseto bring himin
line with the pay scalefor theline-
man apprenticeship classhewill be
taking.

Eachyear, thecouncil getsevalu-
ations on each employee and de-
cides who will get raises. At the
meeting Thursday, Dec. 15, the
council discussed the evaluations
behind closed doors in three 15-
minute sessions.

After that, the council agreed to
the 35-cent across-the-board in-
crease.

The salary increase will mean
about a3 percentincreaseintheto-

At a meeting Thursday, Dec. 15,
the Oberlin City Council:

» Approved a pay request for
$50,785 for work on the new well No.
12. Story on Page 2A.

Council Roundup

+ Approved pay raises of 35 cents
an hourfor all but one city employee.
That person will receive an 84-cent-
an-hour raise. Story at left.

tal payroll. The city’ stotal payroll
for 2005 will be around $621,500.
Thegroup discussed plansfor re-
building the waste water treatment
plant. Mayor Ken Shobesaidhewas
concerned because the project is
behindthetimetable. Mr. Shikesaid
that engineer Thaniel Monacoplans
to get aletter tothe Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment
withanew schedulefor theproject.

Theproject hasbeen delayed be-
cause of the soil testing that had to
be done, said Mr. Shike. The city
hasn’t received theresultsfromthe
test yet, he added.

The council approved beer li-
censerenewalsfor Ron Fowler for
Crossroads Express, Mick and
Rhonda Barth at the Rel oad,
Decatur Co-op for Ampride and
Kirk Brown at Raye’ s Grocery.

Sheriff hiresdeputytohelpin offlce

The Decatur County sheriff’s office has a

new face behind the desk.

Patti Skubal washired and deputized, mak-
ing her theonly femal eofficer, though shehas
never worked in law enforcement before.

Mrs. Skubal said she worked for the U.S.
Forest Servicefor 20 years before moving to
Oberlin. She just opened a vintage clothing
store, the Vault, downtown, and runs an
business

Internet sales
www.haturallygirly.com.

Mrs. Skubal said shewashiredto help up-
datethe office computer programs. Shesaid
she will go to law enforcement training in
May. Sinceshehasbeendeputized, shesaid,
she can help escort femal e prisoners.

Shesaid sheonly works part-time, 8a.m.
to5 p.m. on Monday, and 8 a.m. to noon on
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Sofar, said Deputy Skubal, thingsarego-
at ingwell and the people have been great.

Patti Skubal

* Fireat bowlingalley
putsendtoatradition

(Continued from Page 1A)

The Decatur County Fair Board
madeplansfor two new grandstand
eventsincludingaroller demoderby
andatractor pull. TheOberlinLions
Club, in ahuff over not being con-
sulted about losing the traditional
Saturday date, refused to sponsor
the annual demolition derby.

InJune, afirethat started around
3 a.m. destroyed the Centennial
Bowling Alley and adjacent Red
CrownRestaurant and L ounge. Af-
ter hours of investigation, the state
fire marshal declared the blaze ar-
son. By year’'s end, despite many
rumors, no onehad beenchargedin
the crime. Cash boxes had been
dumped and evidence pointedtoan
accelerant being used to start the
fire, officialssaid.

A week later, insurance experts
looked at the building. The caseis
still under investigation, withalaw-
suit filed over theinsurance claim.

Sirens blew in the middle of the
month asatornadowasspotted out-
side of Oberlin. There was no re-
ported damage.

Wheat harvest kicked off with
surprisingly good crop reports.

Halfway throughtheyearinJduly,
it seemed it wouldn't stop raining,
meaning farmers had to delay har-
vest becauseitwasjusttoowettoget
into thefields.

Plansto buildalakeand putina
wetlands at Sappa Park were pre-
sented to the City Council, but no

decisionswere made.

The Kansas Legislature finally
decided on school funding and the
Oberlin District heard it would get
$146,000 more ayear.

School startedin August withre-
portsthat theOberlindistrict should
beabout evenwithenrollment com-
pared to the year before.

Thecity hired the Watershed In-
stitutetowork up plansfor thewet-
lands and |ake at Sappa Park.

As summer ended, work finally
started to redrill well No. 9to help
give Oberlin more water to use.

In September, theGulf Coast was
hit by Hurricane Katrina. Here, the
effects were felt at the gastank as
fuel priceshithighsaround$3agal-
lon. Groups in the area started to
raisemoney for relief.

The Oberlin School District re-
ported enrollment up two students
over last year while the Jennings
School District has atotal of just
three, not counting the preschool.

Toward the end of the year, the
county commissioners started to
question anew law which saysthat
each polling placemust havean ac-
cessible voting machine, costing
$5,000each, tohel pdisabledvoters.

Planstoclose U.S. Farm Service
Agency offices were stopped by
opponentsin Congress.

The county held thefirst all mail
electionto decideif acohol should
be sold on Sundaysin Oberlin.

In early November, voters said

Kool Honda
3x14
Red Spot Color
PDF in Gdn
oh/adv

yesto selling alcohol on Sundays.
The mail election had alarge turn-
out, around 700 ball otsof 1,049 sent
out, turnedin.

The city-county Economic De-
velopment Corp. got aloan to cre-
ateaBusinessEnhancement Center
in the old The Bank building in
downtown Oberlin. The center
housesthe Chamber of Commerce,
the corporation’s marketing direc-
tor, an office supply and computer
business, 2BCreative, and avintage
clothing storecalled The Vault anc
has other store fronts open.

Thebeginning of December saw
winter cominginlikealionwhenan
unexpected blizzard hit the area.
Snow and wind shut down the
county as people in the country
couldn’ t get to town and most busi-
nesseson Main Street stayed closed
for aday.

Thestormbroke 900 power pol es
inthe areaand kept crewsworking
around the clock to clean roads anc
get things going again.

Still working onthepool project,
the pool committee met with anen-
gineer fromWater’ sEdgeAquatics
tohear ninestepsfor planninganew
pool.

With only three days left in the
year, projects are still moving for-
ward and the people of Decatur
County are getting ready for anew
year, with new plansand projects.

Happy New Y ear!



