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Sen. McCainwasrignt:
torturenever an option

Here’ sonewhereJohn McCainisright and
the White Houseisjust plain wrong.

The administration finally gave in and
agreedtoMcCain’ slanguagebarring any use
of torture by the U.S. government.

Well it shouldhave. There’ snoconceivable
circumstance wheretorture by U.S. officials
or military personnel should be sanctioned.

Sen. McCainought toknow. AsaNavy pi-
lot, shot down over Vietnam, he spent nearly
sevenyearsasaprisoner of theViet Congand
the North Vietnamese.

Few Washington decision makers can say
they’ ve been tortured, unlessyou count hav-
ing to sit through innumerable committee
hearingsand floor debatesin the Capitol.

McCain knows whereof he speaks. He
thinks Americashould set ahigher standard.

It sscary that, in arecent Associated Press
poll,amgjority of Americans(61 percent) said
itmightbeOK “sometimes’ for U.S. officials
totorturesuspectedterrorists. Of al theallies
polled, infact, only South Koreahad ahigher
tolerancefor torture. Ninety percent of Kore-
ansthought torture might sometimes be OK.

What arewethinking about, folks?

Tortureisnot just wrong. It’ s poor policy.
It seldom produces the desired information.
It can hardenavictim, or makethem say any-
thing to stop the pain. Either way, the nation
that usestorture never wins.

While President Bush maintains torture is
not U.S. policy, Vice President Dick Cheney

argued that is might be necessary in extreme
cases. There's alot of that “what-if” stuff,
“what if aterrorist knew the location of a
nuclear deviceinaU.S. city, andtheonly way
tosavemillionsof liveswasto torture him?”’

It’ snot good.

A devoted terrorist likely would die rather
thantell.

Orlietostaveoff theinquisitionuntil it was
toolate.

Theseare people, after al, who arewilling
toblow themsel vesupfor somedementedidea
of God and country.

In most of Europe, amajority isfirmly op-
posed to torture in any form, any time. We
should jointhat union.

Fortunately, there’ snocredibleevidenceso
far that the U.S. government in fact usestor-
tureagainst prisoners, eventerrorists.

The midnight follies at that Iragi prison,
though wrong and stupid, hardly riseto the
level of torture. Thesamecanbesaidfor treat-
ment of some prisonersheldin Cuba.

We need to make clear, though, what the
President saysalready isU.S. policy. Thisis
onetimewe need to take the high road.

Thanks to the administration’ s agreement
withSen. McCain, that’ || soonbewritteninto
federal law.

And that isno loss to our effort in the war
against terrorism, or any other war.

—SeveHaynes

What wasin that package?

| had areminder Sunday of the
true meaning of Christmas.

Jimand| werein chapel services
at theprisonwhereweminister, and
one of the inmates got up to givea
testimony. He said he was able to
makeaphonecall that day, and that
was his present.

Later, avisitor leaving theprison
at the same time we were asked us

Out Back
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cplotts@nwkansas.com
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whereshecould get somethingtoeat
in town. | told her the only places

open were convenience stores. |
said, “1"m sorry, a bologna sand-
wichisn't muchof aChristmasdin-
ner.”

“That'sall right,” shesaid. “ Just
getting to visit my husband was
morethan enough.”

Kindof putsthingsin perspective,
doesn’tit?

—ob—

Part of my Christmaspresentsthis
year werehomemade. | cameacross
my old 4-H Master Mix recipe and
decided the kids would like it. We
bought 50 pounds of flour, 25
pounds of sugar, two large cans of
shortening, four cans of baking
powder and a new jar of cream of
tartar.

| may have burned up the motor
of my food processor, but eachfam-
ily now hasasuper-sizeplastic con-
tainer (suitablefor reuse) full of mix.

The only thing missing is the
recipe to tell them how to useit. |
simply ranout of time, but | did stick
a note on each container that said,
“Instructionsto follow.”

Everyone' sfirst questionwhen |
talked to them Christmas day was,
“What' sthe stuff inthejar?’

Those recipesaretopson my to-
dolist.

—ob—

We had awonderful Christmas
dinner at our daughter Jennifer’s
house. Shehad aspiral-cut ham, and
betweenthetwoof us, wehadall the
trimmings.

| canadmit it now, but | forgot to
takethedeviled eggs. | found them
thenext day, pushedtotheback of a
refrigerator shelf. Jim’s not com-
plaining, though. He loves deviled
eggs. Andwesuredidn’t missthem
duringthemeal.

Of course, we all ate too much.
Couple that with the fact that the
week |eading up to Christmas had
beenareal “cruncher,” andyouhave
exhaustion written all over it.

Our granddaughter, Alexandria,
wanted to play Uno after the meal
and we agreed. It sounded like a
good idea at the time, but after an
hour of play, and noendin sight, |
nodded off, sitting straight up.
That' stired.

—ob—

Inlessthanaweek, itwill beanew
year. | knowit’ sclichebut, “Where
hasthetime gone?’

Used to be, | thought only old

people talked about how the older
yougot, thefaster timepassed. Now,
| areone.

T:rom theBibIe\
\_ )

Andtherewereinthesame
country shepherds abidingin
thefield, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came
uponthem, andtheglory of the
Lordshoneroundabout them:
andthey weresoreafraid. And
theangel said untothem, Fear
not: for, behold, | bring you
good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day
inthecity of DavidaSaviour,
whichisChristtheLord. And
this shall be a sign unto you;
Y eshall findthebabewrapped
inswaddling clothes, lyingin
amanger.

Luke2: 8-12
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Usefriends

When you want to send aparcel,
you have several choices. There's
United Parcel Service (UPS), Fed-
Ex, DHL,theU.S. Postal Service—
andthenthere’ sthefriendsnetwork.

Of thepaid delivery systems, the
post office is almost always the
cheapest. However, youhavetopay
extraforfast service. Still, youcan't
beat the friends network for cheap
— it's almost always free. The
speed of delivery variesalot, how-
ever.

Back when we wereliving in a
tiny hamlet of Creedeinthe moun-
tainsof Colorado, all our medication
was delivered by the friends net-
work. The pharmacy in Del Norte,
45 minutes down mountain roads
and in another county, would give
your prescription to whomever
showed up from Creede. That per-
sonwassupposedtoleavethepack-
ageat the Standard station.

Thenyoujust picked upyour pre-
scription at the gas station, aslong
asthe person picking it up remem-
bered to deliver it. Occasionally,
therewould be somelong-distance
callstofind out where Johnny’ san-
tibioticswereor Aunt Sarah’ sarthri-
tismedicine. Usually, it was just
someone who forgot to stop at the
gas station when they got back to
town.

Everyone in town helped move
stuff. Steve once brought back a

Feedingth

Y ou’'d think that when the chil-
dren come home, the refrigerator
would empty out.

Not so at our house.

No, when the kids come home,
our "' fridgegetsso full you haveto
maneuver the milk past the extra
saladdressingsandtheorangejuice
just to pour aglass.

If onechild comeshome, acouple
of shelveswill fill up.

If two come home, the whole
thingisjammed.

When al three get here— not a
frequent occurrence these days,
thank God— we haveto rent space
inthewalk-in down at Raye's.

It’s not the kids who fill the
shelves, not mostly anyway. The
girlswill cook, especially Lindsay,
but that’ s not what causes the ice-
coldtrafficjam.

It' stheir mother.

Obeying Nature’ s command to
feed her offspring, Cynthia starts
hoardingfoodand squirrelingaway
suppliesaweek or two in advance.
Sheplansmenusand asked thekids
what they want to eat.

“Food” isthe usual reply, so she
stocksup.

Evenin their 20s and 30s, or es-
pecially in their 20s and 30s, kids
like mom’ shome cooking.

Andsoshebuyschickenfor Lacy
and steak for Christmasdinner and
leeks for some new recipe, and
pretty soon you can't jam atomato

nrkfor eI very
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Open Season
ByCynthiaHaynes
cahaynes@nwkansas.com
& y,

truckload of shingles for someone
reroofing their home.

Westill dothat today.

Our officesare connected by our
drivers. The Oberlin driver takes
stopsby St. Francisand tradesmail
sacksand picksupinserts. Thenshe
goes to Goodland and trades mail
sacks, dropsoff theinsertsand picks
up TheOberlinHerald. Thenit’ son
to Colby to trade mail sacks and
leaveoff afew papers. Thenback to
Oberlin. TheNortondriver picksup
mail andinsertsin Oberlin on other
days and delivers all of it to
Goodland.

Last week, | noticed asack on a
desk in Oberlin. It was for an
employee’ ssister, who would pick
ituplaterintheweek. Thesack was
from her daughter in St. Francis.

That sack had been delivered to
our office in Sainty, driven to
Goodland and Colby beforegetting
toOberlin,andwouldeventually be
picked up by itsintended recipient

or delivered to her by her sister.

Our family doesthe samething.

| made my son take a packagetc
hisgrandmother after Christmas. He
was stopping by Concordiaon his
way from OberlintoL awrence, sol
sent the package with him. Hissis-
terinAugusta, Ga., senttomefor her
grandmother, along with other pre-
sents for the rest of the family,
knowing someone would takeit to
Concordia.

When we' ve had Oberlin kids
going to the junior college in
Concordia, we've sent stuff with
them and delivered stuff to them.
When a high school senior told me
that she planned to attend Emporie
State University last week, | was
elated. Now | had someoneto senc
stuff to my brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law in Emporia.

Poor girl, shejust thought shewas
going to college. She didn’t know
shewasjoiningthefriendstranspor-
tation network.

schayn%@nwkan%scom)

emassesfillsfridge
AlongtheSappa

By SteveHaynes

sidewaysintothecrisper.

Not that you' d want to jam the
tomato, exactly, becausethat could
be messy, but you get the picture.

Just cooking doesnot relievethe
refrigerator, becausethere areleft-
overs and extras and still food for
tomorrow. Only departure brings
any relief, andit cantakeaweek or
twoto clear the shelves.

When Lacy comes, he will help
cleanouttheicebox. He ssingleand
25andlivesaoneandthinkstaking
home mom’ s leftovers is pretty
dlick. Sometimes, in fact, she buys
stuff just for him to take home, but
at least hetakesit.

Thisyear, | havetoadmit, shewas
pretty organized. She cooked
chicken and steak and swiss steak
and brisket and ham, but most of it
was either frozen and stored or
shipped out by theend of theweek.
Lacy hadn't been gone aday, and
you couldfindroom next tothebut-
ter for the cream cheese.

Cynthia sorted out the freezers,

countingonebow! of chili for usanc
onefor Lacy, one serving of swiss
steak for usand onefor him, and s
on, until shehad everything neat anc
cataloged and it its place, with
plenty of roomfor brisket and afew
leftoversfrom thisweek.

| think she set somekind of mod-
ern-erarecord for organizing the
fridgeafter avisit, whichwasgood,
becauseit had been mighty full.

It helped, | like to think, that if
found and dumped the bl ue-spottec
green chili she had left in there,
along with the extradressing from
Thanksgiving, theoldturkey wings
and theold sliceof old lime, which
looked quite, ah, tangy.

That made some space.

SoL acy leftwithacoupleof cool-
ers full of soup and beans and
chicken and steak and goodies. We
got space in the refrigerator, with
gtill anamplesupply of leftoversanc
sandwichesfrozenfor thelongwin-
ter to come.

Until the next visit, at least.

|n memory of avery good friend
L etter totheEditor

ToaFriend:

Thenewshituslikeathunderbolt,

The words cut through us like a
knife.

When we heard to our bewilder-
ment,

Our friend and neighbor had lost
hislife.

It happened on an icy stretch of
country road,

Madedlippery by therecent storm
and snow.

Our friend had passed this way
many times,

Except on this trip, how was he
supposed to know?

That God hasaplanfor all of us,

And he said, Rich | need you
hometoday.

Asforall therest of hisfamily and
friends,

It is often difficult to understand
God'sway.

It is so heart wrenching to lose
someonedear,

That is grandpa, father, brother
and son.

We have all those wonderful
memories,

Of thekindnessand deedshehad
done.

So it iswith sadness, sorrow anc
tears,

That hislifecametosuchatragic
end.

All of usleft onthisearth,

Take comfort in remembering
Richasour friend.

Jim and Pam Wesch
Traer

(

Write

)

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They

must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749.



