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L egidaturefindspuzzle,
not answer's, for sesson

The2006 KansasL egidlatureopened Mon-
day without answersto any of the big ques-
tions:

How much money will the state have to
spend?

How much will schoolsneed?

How muchwill theSupremeCourtforcethe
stateto spend on school s?

How much should school s cost, anyway?

And how much of theroughly $125 million
legislators borrowed from the road fund will
they put back thisyear?

Will ittakeatax increaseto pay for schools
without losing part of theroad program?

It'll be a couple of months before leaders
know exactly how much money the state
should havethisyear, but tax collectionsare
running ahead of projection by themillions.

It sounds like abig pie, but alot of people
arelineduptoeatit. Schoolsstandfirstinline,
butthey’ Il havetofight for whatever they get.
Other groups are just too hungry after years
of recession and, well, schoolsgetting all the
money.

No one knows exactly how much schools
need, but they want it all. Schoolshave pres-
suredtheL egislaturewithlawsuitswhichled
toaSupremeCourtvictory. Lastyear, they got
morethan $290 million after aspecial session.
This year, they’ll move to grab whatever
money showsup.

Monday, the Legislature received areport
on questionsit asked about how muchit costs
to run schools and why. No one believed the

report would result inless school spending.

How much money will schoolsneed?

More.

How much money will the courts give
school s?

Even more.

Y ettherewill begreat pressureagainst atax
increase. Some business groups, in fact, are
pushing for tax cuts. That isgoing to makeit
hard to find cash for other spending, includ-
ing social programsand highways.

Withthesecretary of transportationtouring
the state, threatening to ice projectsin al ar-
eas unless she getsthe money sheneeds, it's
going to betough to resist refilling the high-
way fund. Our guess, though, isthe Legisla-
turewill juggle the books again and hope an
improving economy will giveit even moreto
spend next year.

Kansas got so far behind during the reces-
sion, without making the cutsthestate should
have, thatit’ Il takeyearstoget out of thehole.

And by that time, there may be another re-
cession.

Once again, there’ snot much support for a
tax hike, especially not in an election year.
That means the Legislature will scrape and
squeezeto get by, hauling out the smoke and
mirrorsasrequired.

No matter how much comesin, it’ll all go
out. Andonceagain, statespendingwill grow,
aswill our record debt. It’ snot apretty fore-
cast, and not much improvement over recent
years, but thereyou haveit. — Seve Haynes

Newcomersjoin geriatric set

Jmand | haveofficially crossed
the line into the geriatric set. This
New Year's Eve, we didn’t even
makeitto11 0’ clock beforewesuc-
cumbed to the temptation of slum-
ber.

The next morning, though, |
roused to thethought of it being the
first day of thenew year. Carefully,
openingoneeye, | detectedthat Jim
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cpl otts@nwkansas.com
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was still sleeping but in that fitful

stateright beforeyou wake up.
Gathering my energy, | sat bolt

upright and yelled at the top of my

haven’t watered them either.
It sgood they thrive on neglect.

selves, but finally realized she
wouldhavetointervene.“ Everyone
isdifferent,” she said, “and every-
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“Where's the bald cat?” Barb
wanted to know.

“Baldcat?Wehavenobadcat?’
| said, somewhat mystified. “We
have lots of cats. More than we
know what to do with. Wehaveour
two; our daughter’ stwo; our son’s
phantom feline, which may or may
not still be here; and several neigh-
bor catsthat drop by for avisit and
endup eatingour cat foodand sl eep-
ingonour furniture. However, none
of themisbald, asfar as| know.

“There must be at least one bald
catinthishouse,” sheinsisted.“ The
amount of cat hair | foundintheup-
stairsaloneprovesit.”

Barb is more of afriend than a
housekeeper. Shehel psmeout most
weeks, but shewasvisiting her chil-
dren over Christmas and couldn’t
make it. | was busy ignoring my
houseand enjoyingtheholidays, so
nobody bothered to dust under the
furniturefor about twoweeks. That
canadduptoalot of cat hair during
shedding season — which for cats
is51.5weeksayear.

Having animalsaround isagreat
way to stave off empty-nest syn-
drome. How canyoufeel lonely and
unneeded when there is always a
dog towalk and acat to sit on your
lap?
And food, the dog is always ap-
preciative and the cats always de-
manding. Y ou don’t want to be
around our housewhenthecat bowl
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes
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isbare— they get asobnoxiousasa
bunch of tired and hungry children.

Speaking of which, they fightlike
brothersand sisters, too.

Molly Monster isthetop cat. She
chases everyone else around and
only old Jezebel will stand up (or
more accurately hunker down) to
her.

Rupert likesthe high ground and
enjoyssittingontopof therefrigera-
tor, which shegetstoby jumpingup
onthecounter infront of the coffee
maker and then onto the top of the
fridge, where she makes a nest
among the brown paper grocery
bags.

Theother day Molly decided that
Rupertwasentirely toocomfortable
up there. So she got on the counter
and jumped up on the top of the
fridge.

Soon, fur, paper bags and refrig-
erator magnets were flying every-
where. When the noise stopped
Molly had the high ground, Rupert
wasunder adesk at the other end of

the room, the coffee maker was
overturned andthefloor waslitterec
with debris.

Stevepicked upthedebris, tossec
both cats outside and straightened
up the coffee maker. It wasn’t until
| triedto make coffeethat | realized
that the catshad brokenthegrounds
basket. It' sheld on by astemonthe
bottomandthetop. Thebottom stem
washbrokenalthoughthetop onewas
still in placeandit still works.

I’ vebeen using thebroken basket
for more than aweek now, waiting
forthenew parttoarrive. | might not
haveordereditatall, but| foundthat
you can't put thegroundsin before
thewater. | didand | hadto cleanup
three scoops of spilled dry coffee
grounds. | was not happy.

Infact, | wasseriously thinking of
snatchingoneor both of themiscre-
ants bald — but I’ ve wanted to dc
that with the kids sometimes, too.
They had some warm fannies now
andthen, butthey neverlostany hair
over their misdeeds, either.

L etter should berequired reading
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

I, for one, wouldliketocommend
the young man from Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranchwhowrotethe* edito-

lungs, “Hey! Happy New Y ear!”

| think | gave him aheart attack,
but helaughed, so2006isofficially
off to agood start.

—ob—

It's Monday morning and | am
sitting in my easy chair pondering
lifeandthefirst day of thenew week.

My mindwandersand| noticethe
dieffenbachia plant needs to be
turned. | havetorotatethegiant pe-
riodically becauseit growsintothe
window and messes up the drapes.
When it’s turned away from the
light, though, the branches and
leaves hang directly in my line of
sight between my recliner and the
television. | spend two weekslean-
ing to the left at a 45-degree angle
in order to see around the foliage.
After the leaves start to turn east-
ward again, | have about a three-
week reprieve before it’stime to
rotatetheplant and start theprocess
all over again.

All this thinking about house
plants leads me to remember |
haven’twatered any of theplantsfor
at least two weeks. That'snot all. |
carried all my outside potted plants
to the office for the winter, and |

—ob—

Talkedtomy youngest daughter,
Kara, over the weekend. They just
returned fromaweek’ sski vacation
in Colorado.

Itwastheir 7-year-old’ sfirsttime
onskisand shetook toit likeapro.
Kara said she was on arun down
whatiscalleda“rookied ope” when
she heard, “Hi, Mom,” as Taylor
went sailingby. Karacouldonly yell
to her daughter’s back, “Taylor,
slow down. Slow down. Make big
turns.”

Tonoavail. Taylor isfearless.

—ob—

Shealsoknowshow todefend her
position.

Tayloristheshortest childin her
classand on the soccer team. Con-
versely, herfriend Claire(ayear and
ahalf younger) isthetallest amongst
her peers. Eventaller than Taylor.

Both setsof parentsare sensitive
totheir daughters emotionsregard-
ing their body image. Both assured
their childthat small or tall wasbest.

Claire and Taylor were playing
when they began to argue about
which was best, to be tall or to be
small. Kara listened for awhile,
hoping they would settle it them-

oneisspecia.”

Taylor was silent for a moment
thensaid,“Y eah, butit’ salwaysthe
smallestwhogetstobeontop of the
cheerleaders’ pyramid.”

Can'targuewithlogiclikethat.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

L et not mercy andtruthfor-
sakethee: bindthemabout thy
neck; write them upon the
table of thine heart: So shalt
thoufind favour and good un-
derstandinginthesight of God
and man.

Proverbs3: 3,4
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rial” on addiction. | have no idea
how much of what he wrote he
knows from personal experience,
but he hit the nail squarely on the
head. Thisletter should berequired

reading for al studentsfromfourth

gradethrough 12th grade.
Hopefully this young man will

keep thesethoughtsforemostinhis

mindandwiththehelpof God, fam-
ily andfriends, hewill be OK.

Bev Reiter

Oberlin

Student appreciatesstory in paper

TotheEditor:

| would first like to thank Mr.
Merriottforlastweek’ sarticleinthe
paper about Joe Mondero and my-
self. Itisgreatthat TheOberlinHer-
ald isinterested in the future plans
of theyouthinthiscommunity.

Althoughitisadream of mineto
attend the United States Military
AcademyinWest Point, | wantedto

clarify that | have not received an
appointment. | have, however, re-
ceived a nomination from Con-
gressman Jerry Moran and am hop-
ing for an appointment. | will find
out inthe next few months.

| would also like to take this op-
portunity to thank the teachers of
Decatur Community High School
and community memberswho have

written letters of recommendation
and/or givenmesupportinthispro-
cess. | am very fortunate to have
these peopleinmy life.
Atthistime, | donot know for sure
what my future will be. However,
nothing would be more of an honor
than serving my country.
Denton Bailey
Oberlin

DoesCongresswork just for rich?

TotheEditor:

Congress has grown our biggest
debt ever — topping $8trillion. We
now borrow money from Chinato
operate our government.

Some congressmen say they’re
reducing the deficit. That's not
what’ shappening. Only onepart has
been cut— servicestothedisadvan-
taged. Other budget items have in-
creased for those that need it the
least.

Look at oil money. Gas prices
havedoubledinthepast 10years.In
thissamedecade, Republicanstook
morethan$100millionincampaign
contributionsfromoil and gascom-
panies. In return, Congress gives
giftsto oil companies. This duly,
Congress passed a bill providing
$14.5hilliontotheenergy industry.
In October, Congress passed an-
other $2 billion giveaway to the ail
refinery industry. It also gaveaway
Federal lands and closed military
basesto hugeoil companies. Dooil
giantsneed free stuff?

Congress gifted companies that
are enjoying the highest profitsin
history. Exxon Mobil, Shell, BP,
Chevron Texaco and Conoco
Phillipshavetogether rakedin$254
billioninprofitssinceBushhasbeen
president. Kansans pay 25 percent
morefor gasin2005over 2004. This
winter, Americans will still see
natural gas home heating costsin-
crease41%.

Do oil companies deserve gifts

from Congress while our poorest
neighborsstruggleto pay for grocer-
ies, gasoline, utilities and health
care?

Why does Congressrob the poor
togivemoney tothewealthiest few?
Look at who is scratching whose
back — it's simple arithmetic. As
middle classfamilies pay morefor
gas, congressmen take more oil
money for their campaigns. Oil
companies give cash to congress-
men; Congress gives money to oil
companies. Americanspay morefor
gas, oil companiesrakeintheir big-
gest profits.

Here's the tragedy — regular
folkscan’t give big campaign con-
tributions to congressmen — so,
Congresscutlife-saving servicesto
senior citizens and the disadvan-
taged by $50billion. Following that
cruel deed in November, al con-
gressmen gave themselves pay
raises.

Now, Congress wants to borrow
about $70billionmorefromnations,
like China, to subsidize their new-
est giveawaysto other already prof-
itablecorporations—andthesmall-
est handful of the wealthiest indi-
viduals— not just oil companies.

Over 97 percent of youwill notbe
significant recipients of these new
gifts. Forty percent of that $70 bil-
lionwill begiventoindividualswith
annual incomes over $1 million.
Some congressmen may say all
households will receive tax relief.

Y our mother would say that’s ¢
whitelie.

Only 16 percent of theseproposed
tax cutswill goto peoplewho make
between $100,000 and $200,000,
but the dollar amountswill bevery
small per person. Households with
incomes of between $50,000 and
$100,000will only get $29ayearin
tax savings. Those with less than
$50,000 income would receive an
averageof lessthan $11. What does
$11 ayear pay for? Four gallons of
milk.

Do peoplewhomakeover $1 mil-
lion per year need to be given ex-
travagant giftsthat we haveto bor-
row $70 billion more from Ching
just to pay for? Isn't this obscene?
Sincejust twoweeksago, Congress
reduced medical servicesfor many
poor grandmothers?

This “back scratching” of the
wealthiest few is happening this
month, December, in your Con-
gress. Pleasedon’t look away .

Pam Pohly

Hays




