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Despitegrowingdemand,
consolidation may falter

A major issue again thisyear in Topekais
local government consolidation, but progress
seemsunlikely.

The consolidation idea has been gaining
groundinrecent yearsbecauseit seemslikea
“goodidea.” Theway it worksin Kansasto-
day, though, it salmost impossible.

Onecounty, Riley, hasaconsolidated city-
county policedepartment under anappointed
chief. That required an act of the L egislature.
A handful haveconsolidated |aw enforcement
under the elected sheriff, which can be done
with acity-county contract.

Only one county has consolidated city and
county government, Wyandotte, though a
couple of small towns continue to function
within the overall combined county.

That, too, required anact of theL egislature.

And that’ s the biggest obstacle to consoli-
dation. If we' re going to have any meaning-
ful joining, the state needsto set clear, smple
rulesfor local governmentstofollow, thenlet
thecitiesand countieshaveat it. That process
workswell for school districts. Runningabill
for each attempt bogsdownthewhol eprocess
and stiflescreative solutions.

Kansas Farm Bureau standsin theway of a
solution right now, having vowed that any
consolidationbill mustincludeseparatevotes
incitiesandrural areas. A planwiththat pro-
vision was shot down by rural votersin
ShawneeCounty lastfall. Consolidationain’t
going to happen under thoserules.

Part of the problem isthat cities and coun-
tiesaredifferent creatures. Citiesrun utilities
like sewer, water and electric systems. They
patch pothol esin paved streetsand chasedogs.

Counties grade roads and spray noxious
weeds. They kill prairie dogs and supervise
archaictownshipgovernments. They runelec-
tions and help the state sell license tags and

drivers licenses.

Some functions, like law enforcement and
administration, do overlap, but rural people
fear a consolidated government would be a
“super city” that ignores the minority out in
the hinterlands. They fear that policepatrols,
road maintenanceand other effortswoul d con-
centrateintown, leaving them ontheir own.

Most of all, they think they woul d beforgot-
teninamajority rulesystem. HencetheFarm
Bureau stance. And they may beright.

Oddly enough, that hasn’ t happenedwiththe
traditional county system, where city voters
usually outnumber therural block, but percep-
tioniseverything. County commissionersare
seen as responding mostly to rural voters,
while acombined board might not.

Political jeal ousiesenter thisdebateaswell,
since consolidation schemes might do away
with county el ected officersinfavor of aman-
ager system or appointed department heads.
Anything’ spossible.

Our view isthat the majority ought torule,
but gently. It’sunlikely we'll have any con-
solidationwithasplit vote, sothelL egislature
ought to craft acompromise that protectsru-
ral peoplefrom taking on city debt or paying
for city servicesthey don't get.

The decision ought to be made on a one-
man, one-vote basis, asisrequired under the
federal Constitution. Andthelaw oughttoal-
low the utmost flexibility in crafting a new
kind of local government without alot of in-
terferencefrom Topeka.

Onelastword of warning: Don’ t expect con-
solidation to save money. It won’t. Things
might run better, but they seldom get lessex-
pensive.

That said, let the consolidation begin.

—SeveHaynes

Theywereall born mJanuary

January isabigbirthday monthin
our family.

Alexandria, our nearby grand-
daughter, celebrated her 11th year
Saturday. She sharesthat day with
her great-grandmother, Margie,
whom she never got to know.

Alex’smom, Jennifer, also hasa
January birthday, but | valuemy life
toomuchtotell youhow old shewill
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be.

Anyway, Jennifer took Alex and
afew of her girlfriendsfor aweek-
end excursiontoa“ dightly larger”
city afew hours away. One of the
motels in that town has an indoor
water park. Judging from the
squeal s of laughter and general
mayhem | heard on my end of the
line during a phone conversation
with Jennifer, I’ mguessingthey had
areally goodtime.

Alex isat that stage known as a
“tweenager.” She' srightontheedge
of being ateen, but still alittle girl
inlots of ways. We're already see-
ing signs of the beauty she’ sgoing
to become.

—ob—

Thiscrazy weather we' rehaving
isamixed blessing. Summer-like
weather inthe middle of January is
great for outdoor activities and the
heatingbill. Unfortunately, treesare
starting to bud, and we all know
there' sstill lotsof winter left. We're
just waiting for the other shoe to

drop. Whenit does, thoselittlebuds
aregonnaget stomped on.

Thewordamonglocal farmersis
always the same, “We need some
moisture.” Snow is predicted, so |
hopethefarmersget what they want,
and then it warmsright back up.

—ob—

My next-to-the-youngest brother,
Dick, had hip replacement surgery
last week. He' shomefrom thehos-
pital now, and accordingtohisfam-
ily, doingjust fine.

Jm’s dad had a knee replaced a
few months ago at the same hospi-
tal. Thesesurgeriesaresocommon-
placethat soonwe'll all begoingin
for our 100,000 mile tune-up and
overhaul.

What once could only be imag-
ined isnow routine procedure.

—ob—

Football feverisrunning rampant
at our house. Jim’ steamisstill win-
ning, and aslong as they do, emo-
tionswill be pretty high.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

We have an agreement,
though. Aslongashedoesn’tyell
tooloud, andletsmetakeanap, |
promisetorouse uplong enough
towatchtheend of thegamewith
him.

Thereforewhosoever hear-
eththesesayingsof mine, and
doeth them, | will liken him
unto awise man, which built
hishouseuponarock....

Matthew 7:24
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Farmfllledvvlth cats dogs,fun

Stephen’ssister hasafarm, E-1-
E-I-O.

And on that farm she has some
dogs, E-I-E-1-O.

And so on and so forth, with
horsesand cats and what have you.

We visited the Blaylock house-
holdinrural Emporiaover theweek-
end.

Thetrip was billed as a hunting
expedition to give our dog, Annie,
the opportunity to try her nose on
quail, since she seemsto do better
with them than the pheasants we
have out here.

The boys — Steve, brother-in-
law Daryl and nephew Andy —took
off for aday inthefieldwhileBarb,
Steve' s baby sister, and | did farm
chores.

TheBlaylocksliveon a“gentle-
man’s farm” of afew acres with
creek, trees and arenovated farm-
house only afew miles outside of
Emporia

They raisequality quarter horses
and have eight in the pastures.

They also haveapair of Vizdas,
red Hungarian hunting dogs. Their
dogs prefer sleeping on the couch
and scaring off burglarsto hunting,
however.

Thentherearethecats, or asSteve
putit.

“Barb hastwodogs, eight horses,
eight catsand an envious sister-in-
law,” Stevesaid.

He' sright, of course. They have
morecatsthan| do. |’ mjealous,and

| Over haul

A report from Washington com-
plains that the Senate’' s failure to
extend the Patriot Act means “an-
other setback for efforts to curb
methamphetamine abuse.”

Huh?

What doesthat havetodowiththe
Patriot Act?

Itturnsout that two senators, Jim
Tallent of Missouri and Dianne
Feinstein of California, had tacked
ameth bill onto the Patriot Act, as-
suming it was in for afast ride
through Congress.

And that illustrates a couple of
things wrong with the system in
Washington:

* Therearenorules. Pretty much
anything canbedlippedintoany hill
onthefloor, evenanappropriations
bill which supposedly deals only
with money.

Unlike some state legislatures,
Congress had no rule requiring
amendmentsto be“ germane,” that
is, have something to do with the
origina bill.

» Congresswantsto make every-
thing afederal case.

In thisinstance, the Tallent-
Feinstein amendment would have
made it federal law that cold rem-
edies containing pseudoephedrine,
known as Sudafed, must be kept
behind apharmacy counter.

Sudafed, themost common over-
the-counter remedy for sniffles,
happens to be akey ingredient in
home* cooking” of meth. It usedto
be available on grocery and phar-
macy countersand ondisplay racks
out in the store. With the growing
meth problem, many states(starting
inOklahomaandincluding K ansas)
have banned easy sales.

People have to ask a pharmacist
for the drug now, and they have to
sign for it, showing identification.
Statesthat havethelaw say it’scut
meth production 40 to 80 percent,
but users just switch to imported
drugs.

\C
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neither Barb nor Stevewouldletme
sneak oneof the half-grown kittens
home. Y ou’ d think someone with
that many catswouldn’t notice one
missing.

That’s not true, however. Daryl
andBarbknow eachof theiranimals
by name and pedigree, even when
that pedigreeis Snowball and some
visiting tom.

On the farm, the felines are di-
videdinto house catsand barn cats.
Two cats live in the house. Both
would prefer to be outside all day
and havetobecaught eachnight and
dragged into the house.

Thebarn catsspendtheday scam-
peringall overthefarm—exceptfor
a couple of half-grown kittens,
which spendtheir daysinthehouse
pretending to be housecats from a
litter Barb hand-raised after their
mother disappeared. (It's one of
thosethat | tried to kittennap.)

Asevening approaches, Daryl or
Barb will go into the barn yelling,
“kitty, kitty, kitty.”

Soonsixtoeight catsarescamper-

ing after them with the sure knowl-
edgethat thenext stepisthehaphaz-
ard scattering of dry cat food onthe
floor. Barb saysif you scatter the
food, you havefewer fightsover the
bowl.

If the inside cats respond to the
call, they are hauled to the house.
Otherwise, they are hunted down
and the barn door is closed for the
night.

Since the cats have been shut up
inthebarn each night, sisreports,
lot fewer have gone missing at the
Blaylocks.

When they first moved to the
farm, they lost alot of catsto coy-
otes, bobcats, foxesand other things
that go burpinthenight.

| wasalittlejeal ousof thecats, but
| sure don’t want eight horses and
two more dogs so I'll let Barb anc
Daryl havetheir farmandtheir pets
and!’ Il keepmine. Especially since
| didn’t do so well trying to have
garage catswhenmy sonvisited —
welost one, whichwasa50 percent
decreasein hiscat population.

needed in Congress

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)

By SteveHaynes

Thiskind of lawmakingiswrong
for two reasons:

First, it's not a federal issue.
Stateshaveshownthey canandwill
act. There' snoreasonfor thefederal
government tobeinvolved. It snot
fair to peoplein states outside the
Midwest where meth is not such a
bigissueto ban salesthere, andit’s
a disservice to states which have
their ducksinarow.

In fact, you could argue that the
only real purpose of thisbill isto
make its sponsors ook good at re-
electiontime. They will have*done
something” about thedrug problem.

Worse, maybe, for the Republic
isthefact that non-germaneamend-
mentsbypasstheregular processof
Congress, including sometimesthe
committee hearingswherecitizens
actually haveachanceto affect the
process.

They usually stem from middle-
of-the-night floor deals that send
major changes to the law winging
throughboth Houseswithlittleor no

debate.

In a system where debate, com-
promiselland fairness are value
aboveall else, they should beanath-
ema

But often, thesedeal saretheonly
way a bill will get through, so the
sponsorsand supportersbuy in.

Sometimes, it may befor theright
reasons, but theresult almost alway's
isbadlaw.

Congress needs to take a long
look at itself. The federal govern-
ment has plenty of problems of its
ownwithouttryingtosolvestateis-
sues that, largely, the states have
addressed. Thisisjust grandstand-
ing.

And some of these treasured, ar-
chaicrulesareduefor an overhaul.
Billsoughtto getacommitteehear-
ing, citizeninput, afloor debateand
an up-or-down vote, all on the
record.

Each and every one of them.

L etter totheEditor

Send cookiestosoldiers

TotheEditor:

Our 4-H group, theHarvesters4-
H Clubof Selden, isbaking cookies
for active-duty soldiers who have
tiestonorthwest Kansas, andweare
tryingtoget addressesfor thesesol -
diers.

If anyone has any addresses,
please e-mail them to me. It would
begreatly appreciated.

Avery Spresser
Route 2, Box 12C
Hoxie, Kan., 67740
spresser@ruraltel .net

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
centsubscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Nebraska: Helen Helm, Cam-
bridge; Marsha Seck, North Platte;
K athv Brashears. Curtis:

Elsewhere: Dr. Ren Whitaker,
North Fort Myers, Fla.; Joanne
Grubb, Conroe, Texas; Debrazim-
merman Scheufler, Tempe, Ariz.;
David Miller, Wildorado, Texas;
Larry Kruse, Lawton, Okla.; Mich-

ael Miller, Magdelena, N.M .;
Kansas: Ralph Brooks, New
Cambria; Gly Shaw, Topeka; Geor-
gia Johnson, Marysville; Michael
Helm, Norcatur;
Oberlin: Gary Waldo.



