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Schoolsneed money,
but sodoother projects

In Topeka, everyoneisset to throw another
$400 millioninto education to satisfy the Su-
preme Court, which isrunning the show.

Absolutely no oneknowswherethemoney
will comefrom.

Thestate’ seconomy isgrowing, but only at
about half thenational pace. It might produce

I mbal ance between districtsrich and poor,
big and small. The have-nots are never will-
ingtoletthisdoglie.

Howeverthecurrentfightissettied, it seems
certainthat thedisputewill goonfor years. It
hasbeengoingon,infact, nearly sincethestate
took over school finance forty-some years

that kind of money over acouple of years.

Or it might not.

Right now, the only way to get the money
would be to raise taxes. In an election year,

that’ snot likely.

M eantime, colleges languish as tuition

Soars.

Tougher new druglawswill sendthousands
moreto prisonsalready full of minor drug of -

fenders.

Andwe'll need to build more prisons.

A legidativereport outlines how much the
state will have to spend to boost school per-
formanceand meet thefederal “No Child L eft
Behind” goals— up to $400 million ayear.

Whilethe courtsdemand action, they'resi-
lent on where the money should comefrom.

Funny thing, though. Kansasschool sare, by
al accounts, doing quitewell. Test scoresare
high. Most students graduate.

What isthe problem?

ago.

Noneof thegoal s, desires, suggestionsand

mandatesinthelL egislative Post Audit report
iIsabadidea, inand of itself.

The guestion we ought to be asking, along

with “what do schools need,” is “what can

Kansasafford?’

Like any family or business, the state has
only so much money. It has many needs, and

schoolsarejust one of them.

afford.

courts.

Likeany family or business, the state needs
to make some decisions about what to spend
money on, what to put off andwhat itjust can’'t

It’ stheL egislaturethat must dothat, not the
Maybewecan'tafforda“ perfect” education

system, not when highways, prisons, colleges
and parks go wanting.

It sgoing to bean interesting year.

—SeveHaynes

L et local boardsrun schools

Onethingnooneistalkingabout,
in all the anguished chatter about
Kansasschools, istheonethingthat
might makethem moreinnovative,
more interesting, more successful
and more adaptive.

And that isletting school boards
and school administrators actually
runtheir schools.

All sidesin the school debate, in
fact, want more control over local
schools, not less. Thereisno “lib-
eral” or “conservative’ side here,
only diverse groups, each of which
thinks it knows how to run our
school s better than we do.

Asin most argumentswhere ev-
eryone “knows” the one and only
right answer, it’ slikely that no one
does.

In America, we're supposed to
value diversity, but no one really
believes all that hooey. “Just do it
my way!” they cry.

Thetax-and-spend crowdissure
theschool sneed moremoney. They
want to shower school swithmoney
with so many strings attached that
every district will have to restruc-
ture, often cutting instruction bud-
getspainfully, to spendit.

Theso-called conservativeswant
to protect “traditional values,” but
their agendaisto dictate their reli-
gion, their social values, their idea
of law and order to everyone
through the schools.

Administrators at the so-called
“medium” schools, typified by
Salina and Dodge City, see sur-
roundingrural districtsgettingmore
money for each student, andit galls
them. Thesmaller districts, oftenin
thesamecounty, lack thecrimeand
security problems that bedevil big
schools. Parentsoften seethemasa
havenfromdrugsandviolence, and
send their studentsthere.

And boy do the bigger districts
hate that, especially when the state
pays those smaller districts more
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By SteveHaynes

under the*low-enrolIment weight-
ing” formulathantheir homeschool
would get to educate them.

The so-called conservatives say
they want“ competition” inschools,
but where there is competition,
schools— at |east those on thelos-
ing end — hateit.

Then there' sthe “No Child Left
Behind” Act, President Bush’shig
education initiative that declares
that every child must be madecom-
petent in basic skills, though that is
impossible.

Thelaw setsexpensive goasfor
local schoolswithout providingany
money to meet them. Statesaresup-
posedtofindthecash. For asuppos-
edly conservative Republican ad-
ministration, it’ saremarkabl eintru-
sionintolocal affairs.

The theme that runs through all
these things is more control at the
top and less for school boards and
superintendents. We have bright
and capable peoplein chargeof our
schools, but because al sidesthink
they know what isbest, all want to
dictate how schoolsarerun.

Where are the classical liberals

whovalue constitutional rightsand
individual thought? The conserva-
tiveswhoput liberty and freedom of
expressionaboveall else?Thebud-
get-minding fiscal conservatives
who want to see the best education
for theleast expense?

Gone, apparently, replaced by
dictatorial types who issue man-
datesonawhim.

The competition idea might just
be the key. Schools that produce
better scores, a better environment
and better learning, experience
shows, will draw more students.
They will get more money.

There snothingwrongwiththat.
Itworks. It promotesinnovationand
experimentation, and it promotes
success.

It also drawstheireof thelosers,
if the whole sorry Kansas lawsuit
experienceisany measure. Besuc-
cessful, and smaller, and your me-
diocreopponentswill crushyoulike
dust.

Somuchfor diversity.

Get out the checkbook.

Andthecookie cutters.
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Codt, pursez pperscausetrouble

Zippers are wonderful little de-
vices, but they’ ve started to fight
back.

Now, I’'m not talking about the
proverbial joke about the barn door
being open. This happens to both
men and women these days, and
most of uscantakecareof that little
problem with arueful smile and a
littlelaugh of chagrin.

My problem is zippers in other
areas.

Thefirst wasonmy purse.

Actually, my purse has two zip-
persand asnap. Themain compart-
ment and the space where | keep
money have zippers and the com-
partment where | keep my driver's
licenseand credit cards hasasnap.

Oneday, | paidforasmall itemat
thegrocery, put thechangebackinto
themoney compartment and zi pped
it. As| was picking up my grocery
bag, | noticed the money compart-
ment wasnot zipped. So zippedit.
It still wasn’t zipped. Running the
zZipper back and forth only resulted
infrustration.

Sofarmy money hasn'’ tfallenout.
I’vemovedthebillstoanother com-
partment and try to keep the purse
upright to keep dimes and nickels
from spilling everywhere, but |
guessit’ stimeto get anew purse.

Dang, | hate changing purses. |
hate shopping for purses almost as
much as | hate shoe shopping. It's
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes
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unfeminine, | know, but | don’tlike
doing either.

Twodayslater, | waspreparingto
go homefromwork.

| putonmy coat and startedto zip
itup. Thezipper got halfway upand
stuck. | looked downto seethe zip-
perinthemiddleof thecoat withthe
top and bottom undone.

Oh, | hatethat! It' salmostimpos-
sible to get the zipper back down,
and when you do, it usually closes
the unclosed section of zipper

Inthiscasel struggled and mut-
tered and argued with my coat (out
loud) until the zipper was down.

My coworkers were practically
rolling onthefloor. They thought it
washilariousthat | wasnot only ar-
guing with my coat, but losing that
argument.

Two days later, | put a piece of
tapeover thezipper tab. | had twice
grabbed my coat and tried to zip it
with the same disastrous conse-
guencesasbefore. | wasgettingtired

of the coat winning all our argu-
ments.

This is why when you see me
walking along and its 20 degrees,
I’m grabbing the front of my coat.
I’mwaitingforthespring coat sales.

My grandmother always saic
troublecomesinthreesand sevens.
| figured that was because you just
waitedfor thethird shoetodropand
then wondered who the heck was
living upstairs.

Well, my third zipper isn’t dead,
but itspull isstuck sideways, mak-
ing it hardto operate.

The third zipper is on a house
shoe, however. If itbreaks, theshoes
are headed for the dump. | have e
Sparepair.

| supposel should get apurseanc
acoat, but that just seems like toc
much trouble.

If you need me, just follow the
trail of dimes and nickels to the
crazy lady hanging on to both sides
of her coat.

Broncos |osscausessor row

Itwasasad day at our house Sun-
day, as Jim’'sbeloved professional
football team went down in defeat.
Wewatchedwithfriendswhowere
equally passionate about “our”
team. Wewereall disappointed.

But, the one benefit maturity has
istoputthingsinperspective. A few
yearsago, immight havebeendev-
astated by the loss. Now he philo-
sophically says, “Oh, well. They
played a good game. Maybe next
year. What' sfor supper?’

—ob—

Sunday marked the anniversary
of the Roe v. Wade decision that
endorsed legalized abortion in the
United States. A speaker at our
church shared how many million
babieshavebeenaborted sincethen.

Sheisinvolvedwithanorganiza-
tion here in western Kansas
(www.rachelsvineyard.org) that
helps women, and men, deal with
the emotional damage they have
suffered from an abortion.

No matter what side of the issue
youstand on, you havetohavecom-
passion for the peopl e affected.

—o0b—

“Uno, dos, tres, quatro, cinco,
seis, hola, and adios’ are about the
extent of my Spanish. However, that

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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isabout to change. Jimand | arefi-
nally doingwhat wehavethreatened
todofor severa yearsnow. Ween-
rolled in a Spanish class last week
and are busy drilling each other on
howtosay,“ Wheredoyoulive, how
oldareyouandwhatisyour name?’

| still remember afew nounsfrom
high school Spanish, but conjugat-
ing verbs was my bane then, and
probably will beonceagain. That's
not necessarily a self-fulfilling
prophecy. | didn’t understand past
perfect, pluperfect and predicatesin
1961, and | sure don’t understand
them now. | am, however, trusting
that our teacher can help me seethe
light.

We have two motivating factors
that led usto sign up for thisclass.
First, wewouldliketobemorecon-
versant whenwegoto Mexico, and

second, wewant to beabletorel ate
more to the Hispanic men we meet
inour prison ministry.

Friday night during our class at
thelocal correctional facility, | triec
out aphrase on oneof thebilingual
men. | asked him hisname, and he
said, “Muy bueno,” so I’ mtrusting
it wasall right. Otherwise, his par-
entshad aweird senseof humor anc
named him Very Good.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

| the Lord search the heart,
| try thereins, eventogiveev-
ery manaccordingtohisways,
andaccordingtothefruitof his
doings.

Jeremiah 17:10

Writer againgt inteligent design
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

The Vatican recently reaffirmed
itssupport for evolution, sayingthat
“Intelligent design doesnot belong
to science and thereisno justifica-
tionfor thedemandit betaught asa
scientifictheory alongsidethe Dar-
winian explanation.” (1)

For students of theology, thisre-
jection of intelligent design should
not be much of asurprise. In 1943,
Pope Pius XI1’sEncyclical Divino
Afflante Spiritu on biblical studies
stated: “For the ancient peoples of
the East, in order to express their
ideas, did not always employ those
formsor kinds of speech whichwe
usetoday; but rather those used by
the men of their time and centu-
ries.” (2)

TheBiblewasnot writtentobea
scientificdocument. Unfortunately,
theproponentsof intelligent design
want to introduce their interpreta-
tion asascientificfact. Toscientifi-
cally testanexpressionof faithisnot
only impossible, itisalsowrong.

TheBiblecanstandalone. It does
not need scientificjustification. At-

temptsto provide that justification
are misguided. A holy and most
powerful God who could breathe
life into dry bones can most cer-
tainly use a processwe called evo-
[ution to do the samething.

Anyvainattempttoscientifically
prove statements of faith can only
place abarrier between peopleand
Christ. As St. Paul wrote in the
epistletotheRomans, “ L et usthere-
forenolonger passjudgment onone
another, but resolveinstead never to
put astumbling block or hindrance
in the way of another.” (Romans
14:13)

Intelligent design is an unneces-
sary stumbling block that under-
minesthespread of Christianity. We
aresaved by God' sgraceand not by
human interpretation of Hisworld.

Tim Peterson
2015 Cedar Crest
Monument

(2) http://today.reuters.com/news/
newsArtideSearchagaxoryl D=203529
(2)“ReadingtheOld Testament” by
Lawrence Boadt, 1984, page 13.

( write )

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mall lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishform | ettersor
letters which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yousshould besubmit-
ted to the Want Ad desk.




