
Schools need money,
but so do other projects

Imbalance between districts rich and poor,
big and small. The have-nots are never will-
ing to let this dog lie.

However the current fight is settled, it seems
certain that the dispute will go on for years. It
has been going on, in fact, nearly since the state
took over school finance forty-some years
ago.

None of the goals, desires, suggestions and
mandates in the Legislative Post Audit report
is a bad idea, in and of itself.

The question we ought to be asking, along
with “what do schools need,” is “what can
Kansas afford?”

Like any family or business, the state has
only so much money. It has many needs, and
schools are just one of them.

Like any family or business, the state needs
to make some decisions about what to spend
money on, what to put off and what it just can’t
afford.

It’s the Legislature that must do that, not the
courts.

Maybe we can’t afford a “perfect” education
system, not when highways, prisons, colleges
and parks go wanting.

It’s going to be an interesting year.
                                                          — Steve Haynes

In Topeka, everyone is set to throw another
$400 million into education to satisfy the Su-
preme Court, which is running the show.

Absolutely no one knows where the money
will come from.

The state’s economy is growing, but only at
about half the national pace. It might produce
that kind of money over a couple of years.

 Or it might not.
Right now, the only way to get the money

would be to raise taxes. In an election year,
that’s not likely.

Meantime, colleges languish as tuition
soars.

Tougher new drug laws will send thousands
more to prisons already full of minor drug of-
fenders.

And we’ll need to build more prisons.
A legislative report outlines how much the

state will have to spend to boost school per-
formance and meet the federal “No Child Left
Behind” goals — up to $400 million a year.

While the courts demand action, they’re si-
lent on where the money should come from.

Funny thing, though. Kansas schools are, by
all accounts, doing quite well. Test scores are
high. Most students graduate.

What is the problem?

Broncos’ loss causes sorrow
It was a sad day at our house Sun-

day, as Jim’s beloved professional
football team went down in defeat.
We watched with friends who were
equally passionate about “our”
team. We were all disappointed.

But, the one benefit maturity has
is to put things in perspective. A few
years ago, Jim might have been dev-
astated by the loss. Now he philo-
sophically says, “Oh, well. They
played a good game. Maybe next
year. What’s for supper?”

—ob—
Sunday marked the anniversary

of the Roe v. Wade decision that
endorsed legalized abortion in the
United States. A speaker at our
church shared how many million
babies have been aborted since then.

She is involved with an organiza-
tion here in western Kansas
(www.rachelsvineyard.org) that
helps women, and men, deal with
the emotional damage they have
suffered from an abortion.

No matter what side of the issue
you stand on, you have to have com-
passion for the people affected.

—ob—
“Uno, dos, tres, quatro, cinco,

seis, hola, and adios” are about the
extent of my Spanish. However, that

is about to change. Jim and I are fi-
nally doing what we have threatened
to do for several years now. We en-
rolled in a Spanish class last week
and are busy drilling each other on
how to say, “Where do you live, how
old are you and what is your name?”

I still remember a few nouns from
high school Spanish, but conjugat-
ing verbs was my bane then, and
probably will be once again. That’s
not necessarily a self-fulfilling
prophecy. I didn’t understand past
perfect, pluperfect and predicates in
1961, and I sure don’t understand
them now. I am, however, trusting
that our teacher can help me see the
light.

We have two motivating factors
that led us to sign up for this class.
First, we would like to be more con-
versant when we go to Mexico, and

I the Lord search the heart,
I try the reins, even to give ev-
ery man according to his ways,
and according to the fruit of his
doings.

Jeremiah 17:10

One thing no one is talking about,
in all the anguished chatter about
Kansas schools, is the one thing that
might make them more innovative,
more interesting, more successful
and more adaptive.

And that is letting school boards
and school administrators actually
run their schools.

All sides in the school debate, in
fact, want more control over local
schools, not less. There is no “lib-
eral” or “conservative” side here,
only diverse groups, each of which
thinks it knows how to run our
schools better than we do.

As in most arguments where ev-
eryone “knows” the one and only
right answer, it’s likely that no one
does.

In America, we’re supposed to
value diversity, but no one really
believes all that hooey. “Just do it
my way!” they cry.

The tax-and-spend crowd is sure
the schools need more money. They
want to shower schools with money
with so many strings attached that
every district will have to restruc-
ture, often cutting instruction bud-
gets painfully, to spend it.

The so-called conservatives want
to protect “traditional values,” but
their agenda is to dictate their reli-
gion, their social values, their idea
of law and order to everyone
through the schools.

Administrators at the so-called
“medium” schools, typified by
Salina and Dodge City, see sur-
rounding rural districts getting more
money for each student, and it galls
them. The smaller districts, often in
the same county, lack the crime and
security problems that bedevil big
schools. Parents often see them as a
haven from drugs and violence, and
send their students there.

And boy do the bigger districts
hate that, especially when the state
pays those smaller districts more

Let local boards run schools

under the “low-enrollment weight-
ing” formula than their home school
would get to educate them.

The so-called conservatives say
they want “competition” in schools,
but where there is competition,
schools — at least those on the los-
ing end — hate it.

Then there’s the “No Child Left
Behind” Act, President Bush’s big
education initiative that declares
that every child must be made com-
petent in basic skills, though that is
impossible.

The law sets expensive goals for
local schools without providing any
money to meet them. States are sup-
posed to find the cash. For a suppos-
edly conservative Republican ad-
ministration, it’s a remarkable intru-
sion into local affairs.

The theme that runs through all
these things is more control at the
top and less for school boards and
superintendents. We have bright
and capable people in charge of our
schools, but because all sides think
they know what is best, all want to
dictate how schools are run.

Where are the classical liberals

who value constitutional rights and
individual thought? The conserva-
tives who put liberty and freedom of
expression above all else? The bud-
get-minding fiscal conservatives
who want to see the best education
for the least expense?

Gone, apparently, replaced by
dictatorial types who issue man-
dates on a whim.

The competition idea might just
be the key. Schools that produce
better scores, a better environment
and better learning, experience
shows, will draw more students.
They will get more money.

There’s nothing wrong with that.
It works. It promotes innovation and
experimentation, and it promotes
success.

It also draws the ire of the losers,
if the whole sorry Kansas lawsuit
experience is any measure. Be suc-
cessful, and smaller, and your me-
diocre opponents will crush you like
dust.

So much for diversity.
Get out the checkbook.
And the cookie cutters.

Zippers are wonderful little de-
vices, but they’ve started to fight
back.

Now, I’m not talking about the
proverbial joke about the barn door
being open. This happens to both
men and women these days, and
most of us can take care of that little
problem with a rueful smile and a
little laugh of chagrin.

My problem is zippers in other
areas.

The first was on my purse.
Actually, my purse has two zip-

pers and a snap. The main compart-
ment and the space where I keep
money have zippers and the com-
partment where I keep my driver’s
license and credit cards has a snap.

One day, I paid for a small item at
the grocery, put the change back into
the money compartment and zipped
it. As I was picking up my grocery
bag, I noticed the money compart-
ment was not zipped. So I zipped it.
It still wasn’t zipped. Running the
zipper back and forth only resulted
in frustration.

So far my money hasn’t fallen out.
I’ve moved the bills to another com-
partment and try to keep the purse
upright to keep dimes and nickels
from spilling everywhere, but I
guess it’s time to get a new purse.

Dang, I hate changing purses. I
hate shopping for purses almost as
much as I hate shoe shopping. It’s

unfeminine, I know, but I don’t like
doing either.

Two days later, I was preparing to
go home from work.

I put on my coat and started to zip
it up. The zipper got halfway up and
stuck. I looked down to see the zip-
per in the middle of the coat with the
top and bottom undone.

Oh, I hate that! It’s almost impos-
sible to get the zipper back down,
and when you do, it usually closes
the unclosed section of zipper

In this case I struggled and mut-
tered and argued with my coat (out
loud) until the zipper was down.

My coworkers were practically
rolling on the floor. They thought it
was hilarious that I was not only ar-
guing with my coat, but losing that
argument.

Two days later, I put a piece of
tape over the zipper tab. I had twice
grabbed my coat and tried to zip it
with the same disastrous conse-
quences as before. I was getting tired

of the coat winning all our argu-
ments.

This is why when you see me
walking along and its 20 degrees,
I’m grabbing the front of my coat.
I’m waiting for the spring coat sales.

My grandmother always said
trouble comes in threes and sevens.
I figured that was because you just
waited for the third shoe to drop and
then wondered who the heck was
living upstairs.

Well, my third zipper isn’t dead,
but its pull is stuck sideways, mak-
ing it hard to operate.

The third zipper is on a house
shoe, however. If it breaks, the shoes
are headed for the dump. I have a
spare pair.

I suppose I should get a purse and
a coat, but that just seems like too
much trouble.

If you need me, just follow the
trail of dimes and nickels to the
crazy lady hanging on to both sides
of her coat.

Coat, purse zippers cause trouble

To the Editor:
The Vatican recently reaffirmed

its support for evolution, saying that
“Intelligent design does not belong
to science and there is no justifica-
tion for the demand it be taught as a
scientific theory alongside the Dar-
winian explanation.”(1)

For students of theology, this re-
jection of intelligent design should
not be much of a surprise. In 1943,
Pope Pius XII’s Encyclical Divino
Afflante Spiritu on biblical studies
stated: “For the ancient peoples of
the East, in order to express their
ideas, did not always employ those
forms or kinds of speech which we
use today; but rather those used by
the men of their time and centu-
ries.”(2)

The Bible was not written to be a
scientific document. Unfortunately,
the proponents of intelligent design
want to introduce their interpreta-
tion  as a scientific fact. To scientifi-
cally test an expression of faith is not
only impossible, it is also wrong.

The Bible can stand alone. It does
not need scientific justification. At-

tempts to provide that justification
are misguided. A holy and most
powerful God who could breathe
life into dry bones can most cer-
tainly use a process we called evo-
lution to do the same thing.

Any vain attempt to scientifically
prove statements of faith can only
place a barrier between people and
Christ. As  St. Paul wrote in the
epistle to the Romans, “Let us there-
fore no longer pass judgment on one
another, but resolve instead never to
put a stumbling block or hindrance
in the way of another.” (Romans
14:13)

Intelligent design is an unneces-
sary stumbling block that under-
mines the spread of Christianity. We
are saved by God’s grace and not by
human interpretation of His world.

Tim Peterson
2015 Cedar Crest

Monument

(1) http://today.reuters.com/news/
newsArticleSearch.aspx?storyID=203529
(2) “Reading the Old Testament” by
Lawrence Boadt, 1984, page 13.

Writer against  intelligent design
Letter to the Editor

From the Bible

Serving Oberlin and Decatur County since 1879

USPS 401-600
170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.  67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749.  Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-
lin, Kan.  67749.

Steve and Cynthia Haynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresden and Decatur County. Member of
the Kansas Press Association, National News-
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa-
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland
Press Association.

Subscriptions: One year, $30 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $34 (tax
included) elsewhere in Kansas; $37 elsewhere in the U.S. Foreign
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POST-
MASTER:  Send change of address to 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin,
Kan.  67749-2243.

   Office hours:  8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
(Also open most Saturdays when someone is in.)

Phone:  (785) 475-2206          Fax (785) 475-2800
E-mail:  obherald@nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers
STAFF

Steve Haynes ......................................... editor
Kimberly  Davis ................... managing editor
Mary Lou Olson ........................ society editor
Judy Jordan ................................. proofreader
Carolyn Kelley-Plotts ..................... columnist
Cynthia Haynes .................. business manager
David Bergling ............... advertising manager
Pat Cozad ....................... want ads/circulation
Karla Jones ......................... advertising production
Joan Betts ......................................... historian
Jim Merriott ............................ sports reporter
Whitney Beinke ........................ page makeup

  THE OBERLIN HERALD —

Opinion Page
127th Year, Number 4 ★ Wednesday, January 25, 2006

 Along the Sappa
By Steve Haynes

schaynes@nwkansas.com

Out Back
By  Carolyn Sue Kelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com

   Open Season
By Cynthia Haynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com

second, we want to be able to relate
more to the Hispanic men we meet
in our prison ministry.

Friday night during our class at
the local correctional facility, I tried
out a phrase on one of the bilingual
men. I asked him his name, and he
said, “Muy bueno,” so I’m trusting
it was all right. Otherwise, his par-
ents had a weird sense of humor and
named him Very Good.

The Oberlin Herald encourages
Letters to the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must be signed and carry the address
and phone number of the author.

Mail letters to 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readers to do likewise.

We do not publish form letters or
letters which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should be submit-
ted to the Want Ad desk.
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