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ONTHEIRHORNSSamanthaAnderson(left) Matthew WittmanandBrent - the sixth grade band at Oberlin Elementary School.
Juenemann practiced during classlast Friday. Thethree studentsare part of

Music makers
practlce daily

ON H ER SAXOPHONE MeganHuntIey(above) playedalongW|th her classmates ‘

while Shay McChesney held hisdrum sticks steady, waiting to play.

Story and photos by Kimberly Davis

Withtheir backsstraight and feet
planted firmly on the ground, the
studentsgot ready for their cue.

The horn sat upright on hisknee
until he saw Teacher Christie
Morris’'s hands move meaning it
was his turn. Friday morning, 17
sixth grade students played their
horns, flutes, clarinetsandthedrum
during their regular band class.

The students meet daily to prac-
ticetheirinstrumentsandlearnnew
songs and techniques from Mrs.
Morris.

Recently the students started to
work on their music for the spring

concert at the school on May 4.

Besidesthesixthgradeclassinthe
morning, Mrs. Morris teaches 23
fifthgradestudentsintheafternoon.

Some of the students are getting
ready to play at 4-H daysand others
either took part in the recent flute
workshop or will in the upcoming
saxophoneand trumpet workshops
which will be held in the next few
months.

Grade school band, said Mrs.
Morris, isatimefor the studentsto
learnthefoundation. Itisimportant,
shesaid. Whenthestudentsget into
junior high and high school they
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don’t haveasmuchtimeto practice
after school because asthe students
get older they arebusier.

The studentstake part in awards
eachweek. Awards, said Mrs. Mor-
ris, aregiven after studentsplay in-
dividually for her. If they pass, they
receive an award. Top award win-
nersget acertificateand medal at the
end of the year. There are many
awardsperlevel, shesaid. Mostfifth
graderson arelevel three and most
of thesixthgradersareonlevel four.

After studentsexceed 10 awards,
their namesgo onthewall.

Thehighest thestudentscangois
uptothetop 70s, intothegroup, Siz-
zling Seventy. Thenameshowsthat
the student has passed 70 awardsin
thefifth and sixth grade.

“Not very many studentsdothis,”
shesaid.

The students carry the awards
they have received from the fifth
gradeto the sixth grade rather than
starting over each year.

Mrs. Morris said she has awon-
derful bunch of kids.

“Their enthusiasm is like none
other,” shesaid.



