Man fightsfor
futureof parks
InKansas

By TOM DREILING

Thefuture of state parksin Kan-
sashasat | east one northwest Kan-
sasman tossing and turning.

Doug Sebeliusof Norton,amem-
ber of theKansasWildlifeand Parks
Commission, said that Kansas, in
2005, celebrated a half-century of
building a system of state parks.
Theseenhancethequality of lifefor
every Kansan, hesaid, through out-
door recreationandwildlifeconser-
vation, but the future of the system
isuncertain.

Mr. Sebelius said that protecting
and improving 24 state parks re-
quires a dependable, long-term
source of money which isfair and
beneficial to everyone.

“When Kansasdedicated itsfirst
state park 50 years ago, 70 percent
of the cost for caring for the parks
was borne by the state’ s general
fund,” hesaid.“Morerecently, ithas
been 15 percent and soon therewill
likely be no general tax support for
the park system.”

Mr. Sebeliussaid hefeel sanother
hike in access and user fees might
result in less revenue by driving
peopleaway.

“Kansasistied for lastinthe na
tion in general fund spending on
state parks,” he said. “Without ad-
equatesupport, parkswill openlater
and close earlier, services will be
cut, somewill deteriorateand some
may closealtogether.”

HesaidtheK ansasDepartment of
Wildlife and Parks offered a solu-
tion last year by proposing in the
L egislaturean outdoor recreational
accessfee of $4 to be paid by Kan-
sas residents each year when they
register avehicle. Theplanremoves
the need for a Kansas resident to
haveapark permit and makesentry

to the parks free for anyone who
drivesavehicle registered in Kan-
sas. Sebelius said those who have
purchased apark vehiclepassunder
the present law, this proposed hill
will save $41.50 ayear.

Thedaily park permitiscurrently
$2.50 more than the proposed cost
for afull year.

Sebeliussaidtheonce-successful
Local Outdoor Recreation Grant
Program can be revived with the
plan.

“Whentheparksdivision ... had
sufficient tax support several years
ago, local governments received
matching fundsfor their ownrecre-
ation and parksprojects,” hesaid.

Sebeliussaid that part of the pro-
posed $4 registrationfeewill bede-
voted to grants, which at one time
assisted morethan 100K ansascom-
munities.

Sebelius mentioned that Okla-
homa, Montanaand Californiaare
among several states that care for
their parksthrough amotor vehicle
registration fee.

“Kansas, sadly, islast among the
statesin per capitaspendingfor rec-
reation,” hesaid.

He called the lack of legislative
support “puzzling,” noting that
sevenof thetop 10tourist attractions
in Kansasare state parks.

“Theonly oppositionto SB87that
| haveheard duringthepast year has
come from legislators,” he said.
“They needtobeconvincedthat this
stepisvital to the protection of our
natural and historical resources.”

Sebelius called it a question of
values.

“Kansans,” hesaid, “ shouldguar-
antee that our wonderful, diverse
systemof parkshasafuturebeyond
our lifetimes.”

Good Sam Center
hostsshow Sunday

Don't forget to check out the
“ageless’ art show from2to5p.m.
on Sunday at the Decatur County
Good Samaritan Center. Livemusic
will be played throughout the show
by Leanne Miller, violinst, of
McCook.

Thecenter receivedagranttohold
the show fromthe Kansas Associa-
tionfor Homesand Servicesfor the
Aging/Central National Bank Art of
the Ages program.

The show isopento al are ages,
fromchildrentoseniors, andall cat-
egoriesincluding needlework, pho-
tography, oil painting, pastels, pen-

cil, watercolor, sculpture, wood-
carving, textilesand ceramics. Win-
nersmay beeligibletoparticipatein
the 2006 state show.

Therewill also be arug hooking
demonstration.

Judges will be Anna Shaw and
Terri Woolsey. Refreshmentswill
beserved.

Assisting with the event will be
the Oberlin Arts and Humanities
Commission.

Thelast day toenter apieceisFri-
day. For details, call Lisa Stacy or
AnitaHirsch at 475-2245.

Thepubliciswelcometo attend.

Council todiscuss
energy mutual aid

The Oberlin City Council will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at the
police department because all
roomsat The Gateway will befull.

Thecouncil will discussaresolu-
tion authorizing membershipinthe
mutual aide programwiththeKan-
sasMunicipal Energy Association.
City Administrator Gary Shikesaid
thisissomethingthecity doesevery
threeyears.

The group will also need to ap-
point arepresentativetotheconven-
tion and visitors bureau. Council-
man Joe Stanley hasbeenservingas
therepresentative.

Mr. Shike said he will send the
reports from Water’ s Edge Aquat-
ics, the pool architects, about the
designs and costs of anew pooal, to
council members. Thepool isnoton
the agenda since the pool commis-
sion has asked for awork session
withthecouncil withthepool as the
only item on the agenda.

Running a business
without advertising is
like winking at agirl
in the dark. You know
what you’ re doing,
but she doesn’t!

Dave Bergling

THEOBERLIN HERALD

(785) 475-2206

The meeting will not beaired on
thelocal accesschannel 7 oncable,
butisopentothepublic.
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Kidshear
story

IN THE GRADE SCHO-
OL LIBRARY onMonday
afternoon, Librarian Linda
Glaze (above) read to the
fourthgradersincluding Jus-
tin Gee, Konner Fortin and
Nick Ashley (right).
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TakeaTripAroundtheWorld

Supporting Our Schoolshaseight
presenters signed up for the Trip
Around the World night from 7 to
8:30 p.m. on Monday.

Abby Hissong, with the group,
said thereare peoplewhoaregoing
totalk about Southeast Asia, Korea,
Egypt, Germany, Africaand China.
Shesaid somewho havebeenmore
than one place haven't yet decided

what they will talk about.

The evening is open for all ages
of kidsand adults. Everyoneshould
meet in the gym and they will then
move around the building.

Mrs. Hissong said they will also
kick off their basket giveaway that
night. She said each class at the
grade school hasmadeabasket and
will be selling tickets for a chance

towinone. Ticketswill besoldthat
night, Tuesday at the basketball
game, Friday, Feb. 10, at thewres-
tling match and be given away on
Tuesday, Feb. 14, at the basketball
game. Winnersneed not bepresent.

Ticketsare$1l apieceor 6for $5.
The money will go to Supporting
Our Schoolsto help with more ac-
tivities.

Bureau
tohod
bak e-off

The Decatur County Farm Bu-
reau will host a bake-off for food
check-out day on Tuesday, Feb. 21,
at the Business Enhancement Cen-
ter.

Dianne Bremer, with the bureau,
said food check-out day celebrates
theaffordability of foodin America
Theideaisto have people see how
many agriculturerel ateditemsthey
use every day and how cheap food
iscomparedtoeverythingelse. Na-
tionwide food check-out day i<
Thursday, but the Decatur County
Farm Bureau decided to wait until
the end of the month to try some-
thing new.

Thebureau will host coffee hour
from9to1lam.thatday,saidMrs.
Bremer. She said they are asking
anyoneinthecounty to bake cakes,
cookies or breads for the bake off
andhavethemat thecenter by 9a.m.

Eachitem baked should havethe
name of theitem and then alist un-
derneath of theingredientsusedthat
arerelatedtoagriculture. Atthebot-
tomof thelist should betheperson’ s
name. The name should be folded
under sincetheitemswill bejudged.

Those who come to the coffee
hour can then see the baked items
andwhat agricultureitemsare usec
to make the goodies. Anyone can
enter, said Mrs. Bremer, including
kids 12 years and under since they
will haveajunior division.

Thejudgingwill beheld after the
coffeehour. All of the goodieswill
be donated to Cedar Living Center
and the Decatur County Good Sa-
maritan Center.

Present
your best
|| card hand

Valentine' s Day is almost here,
which means it’s time to try your
luck at poker to win one of two $5C
bouquets.

That’sright. Both Prairie Petals
and Flowers by Leewill be giving
away a$50 bouquet just intimefor
Valentineg' sDay.

Each time you visit one of the
sponsoring businesses collect one
randomly drawn playingcard. Each
personneedsto collectfivecardsfor
apoker hand.

The cardsmust to beturnedinto
The Oberlin Herald by 5 p.m. or
Friday, Feb. 10. The two highest
handswin.

All participants must be 18 or
oldertowin.

Sponsoringbusinessesinclude: R
& M Service Center, The Dresser,
Rocking R, Stanley Hardware,
Flowers By Lee, Shear Creations
West & Day Spa, Home Planning
Center, Ward Drug Store, Prairie
Petals, and Addleman Drug Store.
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Add a pink
Bluetooth®
Headset
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$ Watch TV from this phone! @9 Video Capture & Playback
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$ Bluetooth® Compatible

Get 2 lines for $ 69.98 monthly access & share:

° 1,300 Anytime Minutes 800 anytime local minutes + 500 anytime regional plus minutes
* Unlimited Nights & Weekends and Mobile-to-Mobile in the local coverage area
¢ Roll Over Minutes applies to local unused minutes

* FREE Nationwide long distance on the regional plus & local network

’ Speech Recognition
’ & Much More!

before Feb. 28, 2006

1st month access

FREE

when you sign up for service

®®.

with your new Nex-Tech Wireless phone!

We've got it!

Great phone deals & Nationwide Coverage

Unlimited
text messaging
only $9.99 per month

Visit our online accessory shopping mall at www.nex-techwireless.com to personalize your phone!

Atwood
The Great Outdoors
109 Grant Street
78B-626-9425

Oberlin Norton
Ultimate Fertilizer Nex-Tech
Company 117 North Norton
139 West Hall St. 877-B50-7872

785-475-2121

R ¢
“ra Telephone CO™°

Toll Free 877-621-2600 Omnline www.nex-techwireless.com

* -year contract required on qualified rate plan. 1st month free is access fee only. Certain restrictions apply. See stores for details.

Get the most out of your phone with our i connect data services...

$ Integrated speakerphone
9 Voice Dialing

9 LMobile Internet capable
9 Alarm clock with snooze

9 & Much More!

i connect value pack
* 7 mb of mobile web
* 50 multimedia messages
* 250 text messages
only $9.99 per month

Tell your friends
why you've gotta have
Nex-Tech Wireless &

earn $20

See stores for details.




