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‘04
Chevrolet

Aveo

$8,900
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Auto, A/C. Great on gas

‘98 Buick
Regal LS

$4,9003800 V6, leather

‘05 Buick
Century
Custom

Power seat, silver, cloth
$12,900

‘03 Cadillac
Seville STS

23,000 miles, red pearl, local trade
$25,900

‘03
Pontiac
Sunfire

32,000 miles, clean local trade

‘98
Cadillac
Catera

$5,90075,000 miles, chrome wheels, locally owned

‘95 Buick
Roadmaster

Local owner
$1,895

‘00 Dodge
2500 Quad

Cab 4x4

V10, auto, cloth
$13,900
‘00 Chevrolet
2500 Ex Cab

4x4
$15,9006.5 turbo diesel, auto, local one owner

‘98 Chevrolet
2500 Ex Cab

4x4
$12,9006.5 turbo diesel, auto, local one owner

‘00
Chevrolet
Tahoe LT

New tires, leather, one owner
$16,900
‘84 Chevrolet
1/2 Ton 4x4

$9956.2 diesel, auto

‘02
Chevrolet

Blazer
$8,9004.3 V6, loaded

‘05
Chevrolet
Trailblazer

$18,900Choose from 3
GM Certified Units

$9,900

2001 Ford
Escort

$7,90025,000 miles
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1999 Mercury
Grand

Marquis

$6,900One owner trade

2003
Toyota
Corolla

40,000 miles. Great on gas

2002
Toyota
Camry

Local one owner

2001
Honda
Accord

$9,900New tires, great on gas

2000
Toyota
Avalon

Clean local trade

Leather

2000
Pontiac

Montana

$7,900Local trade

2005 Ford
Freestar

SEL

$18,900Quad seats, DVD

2000
Ford F250
Crew Cab

$16,900Powerstroke diesel

2000Dodge
Dakota
Ex Cab

$8,9005.4 V8, auto

1999 Ford
F150

Super Cab

24,000 actual miles

2000
Ford F150
Super Cab

$12,900Off road package

2000 Ford
Expedition

Eddie Bauer

$12,900Choose from 2

$12,900
2005 Mercury

Grand
Marquis LS

$18,900

$10,900

$12,900

$10,900

3rd Annual

Home & Garden
Show

Gateway Arena ~ Oberlin, Kansas
Saturday & Sunday, March 18-19

Free Admission

See you at the
Oberlin-Decatur County Area

Chamber of Commerce
and KFNF

For further information
 call the Decatur County
Chamber of Commerce

(785) 475-3441

Letter from Topeka
By  State Rep. John Faber

jfaber@ink.org

I would like to thank Patty Wol-
ters of Atwood for her testimony in
defense of low-enrollment weight-
ing for rural schools.

She did an excellent job, just what
we need from constituents.  It is a big
commitment of time and money to
travel to Topeka and put a “personal
face” to the changes the Legislature
is proposing.  Patty gave a great pre-
sentation to both the House and Sen-
ate Education committees.

As far as changes that will affect
our schools, I don’t think we will see
a cut in our budgets unless a school
has declining enrollment, which
covers most in my district.  I have
tried to tell both teachers and super-
intendents that we were at risk for
losing low-enrollment weighting
for several years. This goes back to
the original report from the
Augenblick and Meyers firm.

While I tried to be truthful about
the repercussions of this report, both
the Kansas-National Education As-
sociation and Kansas Association of
School Boards jumped on board for
a mandate to implement it.

The cry became, “Give us the
money,” it’s the Legislature’s study.
Little did anyone dream that it
would mandate that most of the
money be given to large city districts
with lots of at-risk students.  To help
you understand the “math” of this
change, for every six dollars that
went just to Blue Valley in the Kan-
sas City area, a mere one dollar was
given to all our small districts.

During the special session last
year, it was the same old thing, with
all the school lobbyists advocating
the maximum dollars in all the for-
mulas the legislature was looking at.
In the final version, a committee,
top-heavy with large district mem-
bers, was able to put in a provision
that changed the correlation weight-

ing in strong favor of  — you
guessed it — the large school dis-
tricts.  This was a permanent change
that we will have to live with for a
long time. The package I voted for
would have sent many more dollars
“back home” and cost a lot less at the
state level than what was passed.

This week, we are looking at a
proposal that would allow any local
entity to form a charter school.  If the
school board turned down the pro-
posal, the sponsor would be allowed
to appeal  to the state Board of Edu-
cation. If all the elements for a char-
ter school were present, then the
decision could be overturned and
the charter granted.  I don’t think this
would have much of an impact on
our small rural schools, but from the
testimony it would allow large dis-
tricts more leeway in educating their

large numbers of at-risk students
and with fewer dollars.

We have to consider whether this
could present a solution to the large
amounts of money that will be si-
phoned away from the low-enroll-
ment schools.  Again, here is a pos-
sible solution that could get us away
from spending $1 billion extra on
mostly large districts that the Kan-
sas-National Education Association
and the Kansas Association of
School Boards will oppose without
taking the long view.  The cry will
once again be “Just give us the
money.”

To comment about this or other
issues, I can be reached at jfaber-
@ink.org, call (785) 296-7500 or
write to Rep. John Faber, State Capi-
tol Room 513A-S, Topeka Kan.
66612.

Voters help legislators
do their job in Topeka

Write
The Oberlin Herald encourages

Letters to the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must be signed and carry the address
and phone number of the author.

Mail letters to 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and

expect readers to do likewise.
We do not publish form letters or

letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
to the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but
will be read and edited for form and
style, length and legality. We will
not publish attacks which do not
pertain to a public issue.


