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OBERLINNATIVE EganGrafel, low post for Cloud County Community College, awaited
apassinagameagainst Colby Community College. Grafel pulled downthewinning rebound
and scored the go-ahead basket inthe 79-74 win over Colby. — Herald staff photo by Jim Merriott
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\' &~ Former Oberlin player
8 helpsboost collegeteam

Basketball star helps Concordiawin games

ByJIM MERRIOTT

Hemay begonefrom Oberlin, but
heis not forgotten. Egan Grafel is
making an impact in the Kansas
Jayhawk Community CollegeCon-
ference.

Theformer Decatur Community
High Basketball starisasophomore
at Cloud County Community Col-
lege in Concordia on a basketball
scholarship.

Grafel madehispresencefeltdur-
ing crunch time in Colby on
Wednesday whenthe Thunderbirds
played the Colby Community Col-
lege Trojans.

With 19.7 secondsleft inthe sec-
ondhalf andthescoretied 74-74, the
6-foot, 8-inch 220-pounder pulled
down the winning defensive re-
boundagainst Colby’ sgiant center,
7-foot, 1-inch, 282-pound Jorge
Canedo. Grafel used his quickness
and speed to outmaneuver Canedo,
getting position under the basket.

With 10.3 seconds left, the
Thunderbirdsmanaged towork the
ball inside to Grafel on offense to
shoot the winning basket. Cloud
County went on to defeat the Tro-
jans79-74.

“Itfeel spretty good coming back
after being off three weeks,” said
Grafel.

Heinjuredhisshoulder last month

against Hutchinson Community
College and wears a protective
bracethat hasto be adjusted some-
times on the floor. Grafel has two
scars where surgeons scoped and
repaired hisdamaged shoulder.

Grafel istheson of Keith Grafel,
assistant varsity basketball coach at
Decatur Community High School,
and RomaGrafel of Oberlin.

“I owe alot to my basketball
coaches,” hesaid.“ They helpedme
develop the correct work ethic.
Peopledon’t realize just how good
acoach Dick Ahlbergis. Oberlinis
knownfor beingawrestlingtown.”

Grafel said heisbeing looked at
by scouts from four colleges from
different parts of the country. He
participated in the junior college
“ Jayhawk Shoot-out” inCoffeyville

at the start of the 2005-06 season.
Anybody who is anybody in Divi-
sionl andll coachingcirclesattends
theevent, including former Univer-
sity of Kansascoach Roy Williams,
whowontheNCAA nationa cham-
pionshiplast year at North Carolina.

“| also owe alot to my father,
Keith,” said Grafel. “ Y ou can't get
a better relationship than a father-
soncoachingrelationship. Dadwas
hard on me when | played in high
school. At thetime, | didn’t under-
stand that he was preparing me for
bigger challenges.”

Grafel is being looked at by
Northern Illinois University, San
JoseStateUniversity, Northwestern
University and Gardner-Webb Uni-
versity. Montana State University,
Western State University of Colo-
rado, and RegisUniversity in Den-
ver attended the Colby gametolook
at Grafel.

“If 1 had one thing to say to
Oberlinbasketball players,” hesaid,
“itwould bethis:

“Don’'t get caught up in the high
school comfortzone. Playersshoul o
realizethat they might bethebigfish
intheir hometown pond, but when
you go to college, you are just an-
other fish in alake. Push yourself
beyond what you think you are ca-
pableof doing. It will pay off.”

2005 Chrysler Sebring Limited
2-door, stone white, leather, sunroof,
factory warranty. $15,995

2005 Chrysler Sebring

warranty.

2004 Chrysler Concorde LXI
4-door, leather, power seats, CD, Clean 6.5 Turbo Diesel, 4x4, good tires, clean.

2004 Ford Taurus SE
4-door, V/6, wheels, power seat, CD, Ex-

cellent car!. $6,995 car!

2002 Ford F-350 Quad Cab 1995 Dodge 1-Ton Dually

Long box, 4x4, V10, 6-speed. Thistruck  4x4, flatbed, 5-speed, diesel. $7,995
is straight. $10,995

1997 GMC 3/4T. Short Box
4x4, automatic, 454 engine, Very nice
truck. $8,995

1999 Chevy Suburban LS
Gold, 4x4, new tires, one-owner, unit,

Excellent service history. $7,500

1996 Mercury Sable — 4-door, V/6, auto, 1998 Chevrolet 3500 — 6.5 Turbo diesel, du-

nice. ally.

1998 Toyota Camry LE — V/6, 4-door, 1998 Chevrolet 2500 — 4x4, extended cab.
loaded. 2006 Dodge Charger — Factory warranty,
1998 Chevrolet 1 ton — 5.7L Vortec, only leather, loaded.

58,000 miles. 1999 Chevrolet K2500 — 4x4, Reg. cab.,
2002 Volkswagon Passat — heated seats, 174,000 miles.

economical. 2005 Dodge Neon - 4-door, factory warranty,
2005 Chevrolet Cavalier — factory warranty nice.

Like new.

EVE|

DODGE

1y

_ 2005 Dodge Stratus RT
2-door, stone white, CD player, factory 2.door, steel blue, leather, sunroof,
$12,995

1992 Chevy 3/4T. Reg. Cab

$10,995

HuGe SELECTION - HUGE SAVINGS!

2005 Dodge Stratus SXT
4-door, patriot blue, power seat,
spoiler,, factory warranty. $15,995 wheels, V/6.

$12,995

$3,995

2004 Dodge Ram 3500
Diesel, 6-speed, 4x4, SLT, power seat,

CD, 50,000 miles.

2005 Chrysler Pacifica
All-wheel drive, leather, satellite radio,

rear A/C and heat.

2001 Dodge 3/4 ton — 4x4, quad cab., 5.9L,
V/8.
1995 Oldsmaobile Silhouette — 3.8L, V/6, reli-

able, sharp.

1995 Chrysler Concorde — clean local trade,
V/6, 4-door.
2005 Dodge Durango — leather, like new, V/

8, 4x4.

2005 Mercury Sable — premium package, ev-

ery option!

2005 Chrysler T/C
Quad seats, stow and go, rear A/C &
heat, satellite radio, factory warranty,
6 to choose from.

$20,995

door, sporty!
ranty, 4x4.

4x4, loaded.

cal, loaded.

401 East B Street
McCook, NE 69001
(308) 345-5200
1-800-345-0031

2000 GMC 1/2T. Short Box
3rd door, leather, 4x4, new tires,
90,000 miles, Sharp Truck!

2001 Chevy 2500 H.D.
Regular cab, 4x4, 5-speed, 6.0, V/8
$27,995 new transfer case.

1996 Pontiac Grand Am GT — /6, auto, 2-
2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee — factory war-
2003 Dodge Ram — Cummins, quad cab.,
2003 Dodge Ram — 3/4-ton, V/10, auto,

only 30,000 miles.
1999 Pontiac Grand Am — 4-door, economi-

DOODGE

$10,995

$10,995

$16,995




