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Weneed to solveproblem
of our over-the-hill pool

Oberlin has to decide what to do about its

swimming pool.

Whatever happens, thepricetagislikely to
be high. Asacommunity, we'll haveto bor-
row money to build a pool — at least $2.5
million for an outdoor pool and up to $5 mil-
lion for anindoor/outdoor facility.

Atthat, we'll begettingaplainpool, not the
fancy “water park” that someareatownshave

built.

But let’ sfact it, apool isavita part of any
community, a valuable resource, a place
whereour kidsspend half their summer days.
Italsoallowsustoteachour childrentoswim,

animportant lifeskill.

It'sjust hard to imagine a town without a
pool, but Oberlin’sold pool isshot. Because
the kiddie pools have to be emptied each day
and the water replaced, it costsalot to main-

tain and heat the pool.
Weneed anew pool.
Indoor or outdoor?

That choiceisobviousif youthink about it.
Wedon't have nearly alarge enough popu-
lation to support an indoor pool. It would sit
mostly empty during the colder months, ex-
cept when school classeswereswimming, and
itwould costasmall fortunetorunandtoheat.
Y our editorsoncelivedinaColorado town
withnearly twiceOberlin’ spopul ationwhich

had a wonderful indoor pool. Most winter

nights, only acouple of familieswould be at

any longer.
no matter how

swim.

the pool. Sometimes just one. Therest, pre-
sumably, were homewatching television.
That pool isclosed and shuttered today be-
causeit’ snearly worn out and thecity did not
haveenoughmoney tosubsidizetheoperation

That’ slikely thefateof anindoor pool here,

nice the idea sounds. In cold

weather, people just aren’t thinking about a

Anoutdoor pool?
Got to haveone.

A therapy pool ?

Indoor pool ?

gamble.

Sure, if there'

saway to pay for it.

Evenif we could raisethemoney, it'dbea

Gofor the outdoor pool.
It's something every family, every person
inthecounty couldbenefitfrom. We' dliketo

No.

about that.

done.

seeanindoor pool, butisit realistic?

It' [l behard enoughto pay thebill for anout-
door facility without alot of fancy bells and
whistles. But we need a new pool, no doubt

Let’sfocus our energy on that, and get it

—SteveHaynes

Argumentspart of marriage

A young couple we know has
asked Jimto performtheir wedding
ceremony.

Marrying peopleisatask he en-
joysandtakesvery seriously. How-
ever, he awayswantsto visit with
them first. He talks about the insti-
tution of marriage and how it has
always been God'’s plan for aman
andawomantocleavetoeachother.

Usually, | cautionthe coupleshe
counselsto be sure they want to go
through with it, because he only
marries people“for keeps.”

| usually sit in on these counsel-
ing sessions and nod in agreement
to most statementshe makes. Espe-
cially when hegetstothe part about
disputes. Heusesthescriptureverse
about not | ettingthesungo downon
your anger but sticks in the punch
ling, “ That’ swhy Carolyn sayswe
haveto stay upandfight al night.”

It strue, our “ styles’ aredifferent.
After adisagreement, | would pre-
fer he be quiet. If I’'m mad, | don’'t
wanttotalk aboutituntil I’ vecooled
off. Jim, ontheother hand, wantsto
take the issues out for a spin. Run
'em around the block atimeor two.
And, in my opinion, discuss them
over and over and over, ad nauseum.

Sometimeson seriousissues, we
have to sit down face to face, hold

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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hands, andwithasmuchkindnessas
wecanmuster, hashit out. Jim says
helikestohold my handsduringthis
kind of confrontation so | can't hit
him.

Whatitall boilsdowntoisthe”C”
word — commitment.

At onetime or another, in most
marriages, one or the other would
justassoonthrow inthetowel. But,
aslong aspeopledon’t both giveup
at thesametime, they’ || makeit.

We watched a great movie over
theweekend that exemplified com-
mitment. It wasthetruestory of de-
pression-era boxer James J. “Bull-
dog” Braddock. Hedidwhat hehad
to do to keep his family together,
evenaccept publicassistance. When
hisfamily washungry, hemadehis
sonreturn asalami the boy had sto-
len from the neighborhood butcher
because, Y oudon’ttakewhatain’t

yours.”

Before every fight he told his
wife,“| can’twinwit’ outchabehind
me.” She always assured him she
was, even when she knew hemight
getkilledinthering. Healwayshad
her respect. Which, when you get
right down to it, iswhat most men
want. Even morethan love.
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\From theBlbIe)

Finally, my brethren, be
strong inthe Lord, and inthe
power of hismight. Putonthe
wholearmour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against
thewilesof the devil.

Philippians6: 10, 11

PhotoPolicy
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TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things. If you know of an event or
news happening that we should at-
tend, please call 475-2206.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisour staff, sowemay not beable
togettoevery event, butwewill try.

Because space is so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,

any picturesof peoplelinedup or of
people passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill alwaystry to
make room for astory about any of
these events, however.)

We do run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are
providedtous.

Please remember that we need a

clear, sharp picture. Dark or fuzzy
printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of .
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| sitbirthday or basaball dinner?

My husband istaking me out to-
night for my birthday, or maybeit’s
tocelebratethestart of springtrain-
ing.

Steve promised to take me out
sincemy birthday’ sFeb. 22. Heusu-
ally takes me out on or around my
birthday, and this weekend we're
supposed to be in Denver for the
Colorado Press Association meet-
ing.

However, I’'mworried about this
date.

My husband has been muttering
about the pitchers and catchersre-
portingfor springtrainingever since
wetook downthe Christmaslights.

Steveisn't agreat sports person,
but helivesfor baseball season.

We used to attend the Royals
gamesinKansasCity whenwelived
there.

After wemoved to Colorado, he
keptlookingforawaytoriganaeria
to pick up the Royals games. He
never figured out how, so hissister
wouldtapeagameor two eachyear
and mail them to us. Hewould lis-
ten to games over and over again
until I could practically giveyou a
play-by-play and was ready to
strangle him with thetape.

Eventually, the Rockies cameto
Denver andweranout andboughta
portableradiotolistentothegames.
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com
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Weevenmadethefive-hour trek to
the metropolis occasionally to at-
tend acontest along with 70,000 of
our closest friends.

Theradio reception was terrible
but—if westood outsideononeleg
andfaced northwithapair of rabbit
earsdrapedwithfoil onour heads —
we could get the game. (We could
also get picked up by the policefor
impersonating ateenager.)

The move to western Kansas
saved my sanity. The radio recep-
tion is better and Denver became
closer an hour and by three moun-
tain passes. We get to attend afew
more games.

Still, eachwinter asthedark days
drag us down, Steve would start
muttering, “Only six more week
beforethe pitchersand catchersre-
port to camp.”

Weéll, thepitchersand catchersare
incamp andtherest of theteamwas

toreporttoday. That’ sWednesday,
Feb. 22, thefirst official springtrain-
ing practice with the whole team
was scheduled. It's also my birth-
day.
My birthday may beimportant tc
me— not asimportant asit wasthe
first 50years, but till important.

However, I’mnot sosurewherel
stand on this matter with Steve —
he’s had me all winter but the
Rockies have just been a faded
memory and adream of better things
to come. (After last year he says,
anything’ d be better.)

Soif | end up in a sports bar, |
won't be surprised. | can just see
myself sitting in aroomful of tele-
visionsetswiththesoundturned off.

If 1 do, | may havetostranglehim
withatelevision cord or maybejust
oneof thoseold Royal stapes. Well,
maybe | should save those — they
werewinning back then.

Friend fondly remembered
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

| wasboth shocked and saddened
to learn of the passing of R.J.
Metcalf. I’'m surethe Oberlin com-
munity and the many lives he
touched sharethe sharp sting | feel
fromthel ossof thisuniqueand com-
pelling person.

In my many dealings with him,
both persona and professional, he
always maintained a charismatic
personaand anexuberantinterestin
whatever people or problems he
faced.

Also,ineverytask, hewaskeenly
awareof the potential for great fun.
| see him sitting before me, arms
folded with one hand cradling his
chin, leaningback inhischair, with

his fixed grin and beaming stare,
pondering every word uttered and
waiting, somewhat impatiently, for
theopportunesecondtospringfrom
his chair and volley a pertinent re-
tort.

| think the word that best de-
scribed him (he'd get akick out of
this, he liked words) was “ebul-
lient”, thequality of lively or enthu-
siastic expression of thoughts or
feelings. Hewasagreat storyteller
and agreat listener. With every en-
counter, | could be sure he would

givemeabroad smileand listen tc
me intently; emote sincerely,
whether it be angry commiseration
or boi sterouslaughter; andthenhelp
meout in any way hecould.

I can’t help thinking of how he
might react to all that. I’'m sure he
would glare at me, smiling, while
honing the succinct and germane
responsel will never receive.

So long, Jack. It was, indeed, an
enriching pleasure to have known
youl.
Terry L. Rogers, Lincoln, Neb.

Woman saysgroup not supportive

TotheEditor:

Recently | attendedthemeeting of
asupport group. | could hardly be-
lieve what happened. | got aletter
from one of theinstigators where|
wasasked not to comeback to their
group again.

It was like a bomb with a slow
fuse. It was hard to believe. | went
to thisgroup thinking I might be of
help. | havesurvivedthedeath of my
daughter.

Do these people know the mean-
ing of compassion? Thedictionary
states: meaning sorrow for the suf-
feringsor trouble of another or oth-
ers, accompanied by anurgetobeof
help: deep sympathy and pity.

Itisdifficultfor metounderstand
how thisgroup could not be under-
standing to a mother who lost her
daughter through death.

| did have abeautiful experience
with the “Monarch Butterflies”

when | went through the tragedy of
losing my precious daughter. This
will bein the nonfiction book | am
getting ready to be published.

| didgoto several “ Compassion-
ate Friends’ workshops, some in
Wichita. These workshops were
given by professional |eaders edu-
catedinthisfield.

The Monarch Butterflies still let
me know they arearound.

ElsieWolters, Oberlin

VigtorsappreciateOberlin people

TotheEditor:

Onbehalf of Resurrection Chris-
tian School, | want to thank the
people of Oberlin for your warm
welcomeand generous hospitality.
We are beginning to feel like fam-
ilywhenwearrive, asyouopenyour
armsand welcomeus.

It has been our privilegeto be a
part of your school’s basketball
tournament. Each year our athletes
comehomewithfunmemories, new
friends and avision of a different
life. It makes them stronger and
more confident as young men and
women. It broadens their horizons

and takesthem out of their comfort
Zones.

Thank you for three years of
memoriesandthechancetobeapart
of your community.

Jane Radford
Resurrection Christian High
School, Loveland, Colo.

Owner saysbusnessnot closing

TotheEditor:

Wewouldliketoclear upsomeof
the rumors that are going around
about us.

Wehavesold our houseat 307 N.
Ingallsto aretired military couple
fromDenver. Wearemovingtoan
apartment on Jackson Street owned
by Georgeand CeceliaBrown.

Our business, Hansen Plumbing,
Heatingand Air Conditioning, isnot
closing. Marvin will be 65 in May
and is hoping to slow down. We
have no intention of closing the
doors. Oberlin has been our home
for 34 yearsand we certainly don't
want to seeanother businessclose.

It isour intent to try to sell our

business to someone who will em-
ploy our current employees and
hopefully hireacouplemore.

If you haveany questionsor con-

Couple saysweekend great

TotheEditor:

Wewould liketo giveasaluteto
all the good people of Oberlin for
making this past weekend so much
fun.

Therewastheregional wrestling
tournament at the high school,
which ran so smoothly, with break-
fast and lunch served all day.

Then to cap off the day, the

cerns, please stop by and visit with
usat 118 E. Commercial.

BeaHansen

Oberlin

Oberlin Artsand Humanities Com-
mission had adinner theater at The
Gateway, followed by an outstand-
ing program by the Blue and Gray
Brass Brigade. Can't be beat any-
where.
Weappreciatelivingin Oberlin.
Gail and Kay Marcuson
Oberlin



