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Poor, needy, addicted
would financegambling

Asthepressuremountsin Topekato scrape
up more money for schools, the vultures are
circling.

Gambling supporters, backed by bigcasino
operators, want to openup state-owned opera-
tions in Kansas City and southeast Kansas.
Slot machineswould beallowed at dogtracks
inWyandotte, Sedgwick and Crawford coun-
ties, plusDodge City if anyonewantsto build
atrack there.

Thisisabadideaand apoor way tofinance
schools, for alot of reasons:

» Gambling turns out to be atax on people
who canleast affordit. It’ snot richfolkspull-
ingtheleversat prairiecasinos. Thehighroll-
ersareinLasVegas, wheretheglitzis.

No, it’'ll be the poor, the needy and the ad-
dicted who finance Kansas gambling.

» Gambling setsapoor examplefor our kids.
How can we tell them it’s bad to gamble to
excess, then—withastraight face— usegam-
bling money to pay for their schools?

Maybe we should tax drug salesto support
schools. There’ smoremoney indrugs, andthe
dealerswouldlikean“in” with thekids.

» Gambling would set our squeaky-clean
state government up for major corruption.

Under the plan about to surface, a casino
operator would pay $35 million up front and
at least $200 million to develop theresort. A
quarter of the state’ stakegoesinto afund for
property tax relief. The state’ s 75 percent —
estimated at $300 million—wouldgointothe

genera fund for schools.

Tracks would pay the state $15,000 per
machine up front for 7,000 slots, but owners
could deduct that from future taxes.

State officialswould have to decide which
companiesget theselucrativecontracts. If the
casinoscan afford thiskind of taxation, there
will bemillionsbet and millionslost.

Andthosemillionsmakefor ashaky situa-
tionwhen afew officialsmakethedecisions.
Thepotential for corruptionisgreat; operators
inthisindustry havealonghistory of mobties
and shaky dealings.

» Someonehastolose half abillionto abil-
lion dollarsayear to makethisschemework.
Itwon't, for the most part, betourists.

It'll beuslosingthat money. Mostlikely, it'll
be adisproportionate share of those Kansans
who canleast affordit who pay thistax.

Thisis, asonelegidlator describedit, “ alose-
lose” deal for our state. It benefitsafew people
owning the casinos, but not the bulk of the
popul ation.

Well, maybewecouldgiveschool kidsfree
field tripsto the casinos.

They could see where the money comesto
pay their teachers, put afew nickelsinto the
slotsand pull thelever.

Theresultsshouldbealessontothem—but
wedoubt it.

Let’s not gamble with our state’ s future.
Legidators, voteno.

—SeveHaynes

Kansasneedstolimit taxes

Wemay hear about whether Kan-
sasheedssomethingcalled TABOR
thisyear, butit’ sunlikely that we' Il
get oneunlesspeopleraiseaclamor.

TABOR stands for the Taxpay-
er' sBill of Rights, aconstitutional
amendment that limitsgovernment
spending and tax ratesand requires
government — state, city, county

AlongtheSappa

By SteveHaynes

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

and school —torebateexcesstaxes

back to the peoplewho paid them.

Sofar, Coloradoistheonly state
that has TABOR. Kansasisamong
thestateswhereit’ sbeen proposed,
but it’ swildly unpopular with gov-
ernment officialsand many legisla-
tors, whowouldrather spend money
than saveit.

Theonlyway Coloradogotitslaw
wasfor voterstopassaballotinitia-
tive, whichisnext toimpossiblein
Kansas. The Legislature there
would never have put such strict
limitsonitsspending power.

It'slikely that Kansas|egislators
won't do it either, unless we make
them.

Doweneed TABOR here?

Here' san example.

Cynthiaand | have a house in
Kansas. It svalued at $75,000, and
the property taxes on it — state,
county, city and school — are
$1,400 ayear.

Wealsoownahousein Colorado,
valued at $175,000. Thetaxesonit
are about $700 per year.

State sales and income taxes in
both statesare comparable.

Y ou decide which tax system is
best.

You will hear that Colorado’s
system was “strangling govern-
ment” and“hasn’tworked.” That's
alie.

Colorado votersdecided thisfall
to let the state keep some of the
“windfall” surplus revenue that is
cominginto buildthingslike high-
way's, schoolsand prisons. They did
not approveany tax increase, justto
let the state and local governments
keep some of the surplus produced
by good timesand agrowing popu-
lation.

Otherwise, that money would
have been rebated to taxpayers.
Peopledecided the statehad agood
useforit.

That didn’t mean TABOR had
failed, just that it needed some ad-
justment, andvotersagreedtodoit.

Kansas backers say the changes
they haveproposedwouldavoidthe
problems Colorado got into.

Government officials,almosttoa
man, have been against strong tax
limits. That should make us suspi-
ciousright there.

Of course, those who spend tax
money don’twant limits. Neither do
the more liberal legislatorsin both
parties.

Nothingislikely tohappenunless
we demand action.

The question is not, do we need
TABOR?

The question is, do we want
higher and higher taxesevery year,
or do we want to limit government
growth?

If we want less government and
lower taxes, TABOR — or some-
thing likeit—istheway to go.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

California: Eva Naatus, Oak-
dale; Peggy Carlton, Bakersfield;
Cindy Connolly, Pacifica; Carl
Liechty, Murrieta; Carol Bell,
MiWuk Village; GlenWilner, Ban-
ning; Charlene Hughes, Long
Beach; JohnE. Love, LaVerne; Ri-

chard Barrett, Glendora; Susan
Screen, San Carlos; Letha Fer-
guson, Valencia;

Colorado: Mildred Irwin, Ar-
vada; Maxine Peebles, Kit Cush-
enbery, Stanley Deines, Denver;
Fred Reichert, Ward Olson, Colo-
rado Springs,; Dale Morton, Grand
Junction;Betsy Linton, Golden; and
MarjorieMissing, Salida.
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\Who'sheen

Each morning, Steve makes our
bed and | make Lindsay’s, even
though our daughter hasn’t sleptin
that bed for several months.

Steve almost always goesto bed
after | do and gets up after | do, so
he' s the one to make our bed each
day and he’ svery faithful about do-
ing it, even though he really hates
making beds.

Thenthere' sLindsay’ sbed.

| don’tactually makeit every day
—usually justevery twoor three. It
takesthat long to get so messed up |
feel compelled to do something
aboutiit.

I’veknownforalongtimethatits
the cats messing that bed up.

| just assumed since the quilt is
usually pushed back that the cats
prefer to sleep on the soft, comfy
pillows.

| also assumed that only Lind-
say’ stwo cats— Jez and Rupert —
were sleeping there, since they are
theonly ones| had ever seenonthat
bed.

When Lindsay visits — which
isn’'t very often now that she’'s
movedto South Carolina— her cats
sleep with her. Therest of thetime,

Daughter

If thisisgloba warming, bringit on.

Asmuch asthispart of the coun-
try needs moisture, the mild winter
has been ablessing. Our first heat-
ing bill of the season covered that
period during and after thelate No-
vember blizzard. | feared wemight
needtoget asecond mortgageto pay
it. Sincethenit’ sbeen bearable.

I’ve been checking our trees.
Looks to me like they’ re thinking
about budding. Oh please, hold off
alittlewnhile.

Be assured, winter is not quite
donewith usyet.

—o0b—

Our granddaughter Alexandria
played in a basketball tournament
Saturday. Asmuch fun asit wasto
watch her, it wasmorefuntowatch
her mother.

Jennifer wasastandout basketball
player inhighschool. Shewasgood
enough that when shetried out asa
walk-on for a college team, she
madethe starting lineup.

Now, sheishel ping coachafifth-
and sixth-grade girlsteam. She ap-
proaches coaching with the same
intensity she does everything else.
Shewassofocused duringthegame,
| don’tthink sheevenknewwewere
thereuntil half time.

Alex’steam didn’t win, but she
said she had fun playing. | don’t
think her mother thought it wasthat
much fun. Sheplaystowin.

—ob—
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com
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they tendto sleepinachair, but oc-
casionaly, I've found them curled
up together on her bed.

It seemed to me that the covers
weregetting pushedfarther andfar-
ther down, and after | hadbeengone
for aweek in January, the covers
were practically pushed over the
bottom of the bed.

Thisseemedtobealot of work to
deeponapillow ortwo, sol started
watching that room more closely.

Oneday, | went in to straighten
thebed and found alumpinit.

Thelumpturned out to be Rupert.
Apparently sleeping on top of the
bed was no longer her preference.
Shewassnugglingunder thecovers.

Two days later, | found April
Alice, our yellow cat, snuggled un-

der the covers. She must have seen
Rupert get comfy and decidedtotry
it herself.

I'mgladl finally figured out how
and why the bed was unmaking it-
self . Even though | wasfairly sure
it involved a cat or two, the whole
thing wasalittle unnerving when |
could never catchthemat it.

SinceRupertand April Alicetenc
to keep an armed truce, I’ m think-
ing of changing theantiquequilt on
that bed for an old comforter.

It' sweirdtothink that thequilt my
grandmother made for me when |
was5ismorethan 50 yearsold and
avaluableantique now.

If the quilt is old and valuable,
what doesthat makeme?No, | don’t
evenwant to gothere!

putson agood show

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~

cpl otts@nwkansas.com
J

My husband is a prankster. He
livesto“get me.” I'malmost to the
point of locking the bathroom door
because | fear those hands coming
around the shower curtain. When
we get moved into the two-bath-
room house, I'll have glass shower
doorsandthat’ Il stop him.

Onenight last week, | thought it
wasmy turnfor revenge.

| was working late at my office
when | heard his truck pull up out
front. Y es, | canrecognizethesound
of hisvehicle. Anyway, | saidtoone
of my co-workers,“That'sJim.l'm
gonnaget him. Watchthis.”

Our officehasalobby withaglass
divider wall. | hurried around the
counter and “hid” to the side of the
inner door, waitingtopounceonJim
when he entered.

Instead, it was his hands that
sprang from around the doorjamb
and“got” me.

“How didyouknow | wasthere?’
| asked.

“Well, it’ spretty hardtohidebe-

hindaglasswall, don’t youthink?’
heanswered. “| saw your silhouette
assoonasl| wakedin.”

Rats. Foiled again.

Y ou, just wait, Jim Plotts. Some-
where, someday, somehow, when
youleast expect it, |'mgoing to get
youl.

Unless, of course, you get me
first. Again.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Thesearethethingsthat ye
shall do; Speak ye every man
thetruthto hisneighbour; ex-
ecute the judgment of truth
and peacein your gates, And
let noneof youimagineevil in
your hearts against his
neighbour; and love no false
oath: for all these are things
that | hate, saiththe Lord.

Zechariah 8: 16, 17

Confidentiality important togroup
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Thisisinresponsetotheletter that
appeared in the Feb. 22 Oberlin
Herald written by Elsie Wolters.

We accepted her into the group
withher agreement that whatisdone
orsaidinthegroupstaysinthegroup
meeting. She came into the group
and saidthat shewaswritingabook.
While she was present, she took
notes, which made the rest of the
group uncomfortable. They said
they would not return or talk if she
wasallowedtoreturn. Asthereisno
way to stop her from putting any-
thing in her book, we could not just
ask her to stop taking notes, for she
could remember what wassaid and
writeit down later.

Thedecisionto ask her notto re-
turn instead of letting othersin the
group leave was based on the fact
that she was much more advanced
inher grieving cyclethantherest of
the group. Thisis clear to me be-
cause her ability to write a book
about her crisis says she has pro-
gressed further in her grieving than
the group members or me. If she
wants more help, that is something

we cannot offer, for wearenot pro-
fessionals.

We have simplerulesand do not
tolerate any excuses for breaking
them. Theruleshebrokewas, what
issaid or doneinthegroup staysin
the group. She didn’t leave her
notes. Just asaprofessional counse-
lor would, westrivefor confidenti-

dlity.

Inour group, compassionisnot e
one-way street for all membershave
lost aloved one. Thelossof achild
causesimmeasurablepain. | sympa-
thizefor her and wishthat we coul o
helpher. If wehaveoffended her, we
aresorry.

Heather Wessel, Selder
Founder of the Compassionate
Butterflies

(

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and

expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitteg
tothe Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vateindividual sor businesses.



