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Whonoticed K ansasdebt
per capitaquadrupled?

Apparently, no one hasnoticed — or much
cares—that Kansas' per capitastatedebt has
quadrupledinjust adozenyears.

Thetab hit $4 billionin 2004, or $1,400for
every man, woman and child in the state. In
1992, thefigurewasjust $363.

In12years, aWichitaStateUniversity study
says, Kansaswent from 43rdin state debt per

personto 17th.

Most of the money went into concrete, as-
phalt and steel for new roads, asthe Legisla-
tureturned to bondissuestofinancenew con-
struction. It’s faster, and sometimes even
cheaper, to build big projectsright now with

bonds.

Y ouborrow themoney and pay for construc-
tion at today’ s prices, not an inflated future
price. To adegree, that makes sense, but the
moreyou borrow, thelessmoney thereisleft

infutureyears.

Aspaymentsonthat debt comedue, it’ll be
harder to pay for highwaysin the future. Al-
ready, the Legislature has stripped the road
fund of salestax money promised for coming

years.

State Budget Director Duane Goossenwas
quoted assayinghe’ s* notworried” about the
debt. Kansas has a strong credit rating and
plenty of capacity for moreborrowing, hesaid.

That’ sgood to know, but thereremainsthe
fact that someone hasto pay thisdebt off.

Guesswho?

Worse yet, the Legislature has been using
more expensive revenue bondsfor state bor-
rowing. That’s mostly because they can be
issued without apublic vote.

General obligation bonds, backed by the

“full faith and credit” of the state, would be

cheaper, but anything over $1 million would
require astatewidevote.

It’s easy to see why the Legislature went

withrevenuebonds. Thestateborrowed $500
million in one bond issuejust to stabilize the
employees’ pension fund.

It's unlikely voters would have approved
that oan, let alonethe several issuesfor road

building. With revenue bonds, once the gov-

ernor signsthebill, thestate canjust go ahead
and signfor thedebt.

Now, though, there’ samove af oot to refi-
nancethebonds, or at | east part of them. L ow-

eringtheinterest ratejust onepoint could save

$4millionayear.

The state could issue general obligation
bonds, at alower rate, and call an electionto
approve the issue. Some legislators think

peoplewould votefor that.

“It’ slikerefinancing your house,” said Sen.
Phil Journey, aWichitaRepublican.“You're
crazy if youdon'tdoit.”

What' scrazy isspiraling, ever-more-expen-
sive debt. It remains to be seen whether vot-
erswill buy that logic.

—SeveHaynes

Hoplngtoget by with Spanish

Now, I’m getting nervous. We
leave for Mexico soon, and | have
beguntorealizel know just enough
Spanish to be dangerous.

I"m afraid | am going to call
someone’ skitchenalittlepigor say
their baby isugly. When| knew just
afewwords, | [imped by withthem.
Now, | havethis“vast” vocabulary
of at least ahundred wordsand I’'m
worried I’ [l pull out thewrong one.

If al elsefails, I'll resort to my
Spanish/English dictionary.

—ob—

Thequestionis, how do you say,
“| haveaterriblehead cold” in Span-
ish?Itlookslikel might becrossing
the border with a cold, instead of
getting onewhen | get back.

| started getting sick Friday, got
worse Saturday, and by Sunday all
| wanted to do was sleep. | stayed
home from church becausel didn’t
want to giveit toanyonethereor at
chapel services.

Watching TV wasmy only option
for entertainment, and | discovered
Sunday morning broadcasting is
rather limited. But, itdidteachmea
lesson. After watching a couple of
television evangelists, it suremade
me appreciate our own minister.
Someof theseguysreminded meof
sleazy, vinyl siding salesmen.

—ob—

Speaking of entertainment, has
anyoneeven seenthemoviesnomi-
nated for Academy Awards this

Out Back
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year? “CinderellaMan” ison CD
now, sol didseeit.“Munich” isone
| want to see, because | remember
the real event happening when |
watched the 1972 Olympics.

“Capote” isanother onel would
liketoseebecause, again, | remem-
ber theevents. | wasateenager when
theClutter family waskilled. It was
acrimethat rocked thisnation.

When Truman Capote wrote the
book, “In Cold Blood” about the
murder, | couldn’twaittoreadit. It
wasso chilling, oncel started read-
ing | couldn’t stop. It was probably
two or threein the morning when |
finished the book. The rest of the
night, | wassurel saw thedoorknob
turning to my room and heard the
floorboards squeaking.

So, yes, | would like to see the
story behind the story.

Wedid rent “ The Constant Gar-
dener,” but wewent to sleep during
it. | know it was supposed to beone
of those* social impact” movies, but
| didn’'t get it.

Asfor therest of the films and
actorsupfor awards| havetoadmit,
| just don't carethat much.

Please, it’s not rocket science.
They arenot discoveringthecurefor
cancer. They are grown men and
women playing pretend and getting
paid exorbitant amounts of money
forit. Aslong asthey (and the pub-
lic) remember they are celebrities
and not political geniuses, we' |l get
aongfine. Their opinionisnomore
important than yoursor mine.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

No man, when he hath
lighted a candle, covereth it
withavessdl, or puttethit un-
der a bed; but setteth it on a
candlestick, that they which
enter in may seethelight.

Luke8: 16
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Calvin Anderson, Menoken,

N.D.; Eleanor Werner, Y oder,
Wyo.; Steve Fraker, Fallon, Nev.;
Dr. Jack Bainter, Indianapalis, Ind.;
Richard D. Anderson, Bosque

Farms, N.M.; Merlin Diederich,
Cape Coral, Fla.; Mrs. JamesHull,
Nampa, Idaho; and Ron Wenger,
Dayton, Tenn.
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THE MANHATTAN MERCURY

Our grandkldsonlypurr or bark

Wevisited our daughtersover the
weekend — in South Carolinaand
Georgia.

Y oungest daughter Lindsay isa
graduatestudent at theUniversity of
South Carolinain Columbia. She'll
be graduating in May with a
master’ sdegreein library science.

Oldest daughter Felicia and her
husband Nik live and work in Au-
gusta, Ga., in the Internet depart-
ment of alarge newspaper com-
pany. Hey, at least shestayedinthe
business, even if | can't get her to
comehomeand let meretire.

We're here to attend the South
CarolinaPressAssociationmeeting
inGreenville.

I’d never heard of Greenville,
S.C., beforeand couldn’t figureout
why a state with such beautiful
places as Columbia, Hilton Head,
MyrtleBeachand Charlestonwould
go to someplace that nobody had
ever heard of .

However, asthesethingsusually
go, Greenvilleturned out to have a
vibrant downtown full of fun shops
and nice restaurants. Thetreeshad
started to leaf and the spring flow-
ers were blooming. Residents and
tourists were strolling down the
streets. We had agreat time.

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes
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After the convention, we headed
back to Augusta to meet our new
granddog, Khan. (With three chil-
dren over 25, you'd think we'd do
better than four cats and two dogs,
but so far our grandkids all purr or
bark. Ohwell, Khan'sagreat kid.)

Wehad agreat timewith Felicia
and Nik and the cats and dogs. We
spent Saturday nightin Augustaand
weevenhadLouie, oneof Felicia’'s
cats, sleepingwithus. | appreciated
that. After three nights in hotel
rooms, | wasmissing my kitties.

Sunday, weheadedfor Columbia
to spend the night with Lindsay.

There are no catsin Lindsay’s
house because they’re al living at
my place. (Well,twoout of threeare.
She gave the third one back to her
Aunt Barb after she found out that
her boyfriendisallergicto cats.)

While Lindsay’s house is sadly
lacking in felines, it has alot of
memories.

She had my Grandmother
Desilet’ sbuffet and chinacabinet.

| have to smile, since they are
heavy, dark pieces of furniture
crammed into her tiny apartment.
She'll still have those pieces when
shehad anicehomein the suburbs,
I’'msure.

Steve and | had my parents’ oak
table and aroll-top desk crammec
into our tiny place when we were
first married. We never did get that
house in the suburbs, but they no
longer ook quite so crammed.

It was nice in the South. Nice tc
see our girls and nice to visit new
beautiful places, but I’ mready toget
back toKansas. After all, there’ sno
placelikehome.

Election year politicsapparent

By DOUG ANSTAETT
KansasPressAssociation

The Kansas House of Represen-
tativesshowed usthispast week just
what effect anelectionyear canhave
onthe conduct of public business.

Facedwithabarrageof telephone
calls, e-mails and personal visits
from lobbyists representing cities,
counties, school districtsand com-
munity colleges, the House Repub-
lican leadership decided abill toal-
low for thetaperecording of execu-
tive sessions of public bodies was
too explosive to send to the House
floor.

Instead of instituting arather lim-
ited safeguard for the public’ sright
to know, the House folded to elec-
tion-year politics.

What the Kansas Press Associa-
tion, Kansas A ssociation of Broad-
casters, theL eagueof WomenVot-
ersand the Kansas Sunshine Coali-
tion for Open Government were
seekingwiththisbill wasacheck on
theright of publicbodiestoadjourn
to executive or closed sessions.

House Bill 2719, endorsed by a
majority of theHouse Governmen-
tal Organization and Elections
Committeeon Feb. 22, would have
required the tape recording of an
executivesessiononly whenamem-
ber of aboard, council or commis-
sion believed the discussion vio-
lated the Kansas Open Meetings

Act.

Thelaw outlines 13 instances, or
exceptions, wherepublicbodiescan
go behind closed doors to discuss
sensitive topics such asnonelected
personnel, employer-employeene-
gotiations, consultation with an at-
torney, security andpreliminary dis-
cussionsonacquisitionof real prop-
erty. Other discussions, such as
policy decisions, long-range plan-
ningandbudgeting, areforbiddenin
a closed meeting. Furthermore, no
votesareallowedin closed session.

We believe the vast majority of
elected officials are honest, hard-
workingindividual swhowanttodo
theright thing. They makesuredis-
cussionsstay focused onthelegally
allowed subjectsmentioned above.
And when those discussions stray
outside the legally protected lines,
strong administrators and board
membersreinthemin.

Unfortunately, there are some
who don’t. They are the ones for
which thislaw was designed.

Backersbelieved that rather than
stifledebate or “ chill” discussions,
the existence of atape recorder
woulddeter publicbodiesthat might
veer outside the lines. The mere
pushing of atape recorder button
wouldsigna totheboard, council or
commissionmemberstoget back to
thelegally protected subject at hand.

If they chose to continue to dis-

cuss an illegal topic and a coura-
geous member asked that it be re-
corded, ajudge would listen to the
tape in private to determine if the
discussion had indeed violated the
law. Then, and only then, the tape
recording could beturned over to
party seeking enforcement, such as
amember of the public body, are-
porter or acitizen.

Unfortunately, theHousel eader-
shipwasmoreinterestedin protect-
ing its members from a tough re-
cordedvoteonacontroversial topic.
Their thinking must have gone
something likethis: thosewho sup-
ported the bill would be lambasted
by theirlocal elected officials; those
who voted against it would haveto
face the wrath of their local news-
papers.

The solution wasto deny avote,
saving therepresentativesthe neec
toexplaintoeither side.

Don'tletthemoff thehook. Even
if they didn’t vote publicly on the
issue, thefolksback homestill have
aright to know where every legis-
lator stands on this open govern-
ment issue.

Doug Anstaettisexecutivedirec-
tor of theKansasPressAssociation.
He is a former publisher of The
NewtonKansan, and chief editorial
vvriter for The TopekaCapital-Jour-

Reader en] oysnevvspaper style
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

| like the way you present the
news — letters, articles and espe-
cially theeditorial page, thehomey
storiesand especially the cats!!

| like everything about your pa-
per.

| was gone for 55 years from
Atwood sodon’tknow thepeoplein
theyesteryear column, but | passthe

paper on to my sister, Ada (Hawk-
ins) Schrubenat Good Sam, and her
son and family, Gordon and Edna
Hawkins.

Somearticles| sent to my friend

inHawaii and shesendsmearticles

fromtheHawaii papers. | livedthere
for 33 1/2years.

ElsieBryan

Atwooo

Ranch officer leavingwith regrets

TotheEditor:

| am writing to you, the voice of
the community, in hopes you will
relay my sincere regrets on having
tobidfarewell tothegreat commu-
nity of Oberlin.

Overthepast several years, | have
found the citizens of your commu-
nity to be the down-to-earth folks
that | knew asaboy growing upin
the small town of Tonganoxie. |
have been able to work with many
wonderful peoplefromthisareaand
feel fortunatetocall several of them
friends.

Itwasoneof theworst daysof my

life when | realized we could no
longer operate the youth ranch due
to financial constraints, the uncer-
tainty of future funding and dwin-
dling workforce. Because of this,
my associates and friendswere out
of work. Though I’'m certain mine
weren’tasbadastheirs, | will never
forgetmyfeelings. | wishall of them
thebest and thank themfor their ef-
forts.

| appreciatethe past support pro-
vided by your city officials, espe-
cially the city administrator, Gary
Shike, and chief of police, Wade
Lockhart. That, too, will never be

forgotten. They aretrueprofession-
als and an asset to the citizens of
Oberlin.
| hope to be able to return fre-
quently asavisitor tothisgreat city
of Kansasto provemy sincerity anc
show my appreciation. Until then, |
thank thecitizensof theOberlinarez
for their hospitality and wish each
and every one a bright future anc
much success.
Terry Campbell
V.P./Chief Operations Officer
ClarenceM. Kelley
Detention and Y outh Services
Topeka



