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Pat Brown returned home March
4 from Springfield, Ill., where she
had spent a week visiting her son and
family, Ryan and Michele Wolf, and
helping care for their infant daugh-
ter, Haylee Rae, who was born Feb.
26. While she was gone, Mrs.
Brown’s parents, Art and Dolores
Oelkers of Elwood, Neb., stayed at
the Doug Brown home and cared for
their granddaughter, Skyler.

Gary and Jody Shike and Mat-
thew Wittman of Oberlin and Mike
and Deb Helm and Aaron of Nor-
catur recently visited in the office of
Congressman Jerry Moran in Wash-
ington, and enjoyed a tour of the
U.S. Capitol building. Mr. Shike
was one of eight Kansas delegates
chosen by the Kansas Municipal
Utilities to attend the Legislation
Rally there. The Helms were in
Washington for an American Le-
gion meeting, and Mr. Shike said
they just happened to arrive in the
office of the congressman at the
same time.

Grant Reichert, a student at Kan-
sas State University, recently trav-
eled to Grand Rapids, Mich., to
wrestle on the Kansas State Univer-
sity team in the National College
Wrestling Association Champion-
ship Tournament. The K-State
wrestlers placed 10th out of over 60
colleges participating. He qualified
earlier by placing third in the South-
west Conference Tournament in
Fort Worth, Texas. He is the son of
Wilbur and Jill Reichert of Dresden,
and a 2003 graduate of Decatur
Community High School.

Gabe Moore underwent sinus sur-
gery on Monday at North Platte Sur-
gery Center. He expected to be dis-
missed on Tuesday. Those with him
for the surgery were his mother,
Kelly Moore, and sister, Allie, and
his grandparents, Evan and Judy
Goltl, of Hill City.

Vernice Bradshaw of Pueblo,
Colo., came Saturday and is visiting
her daughter and husband, Linda
and Jim Hollowell.

Mr. and Mrs. Fernando Peña, Ian

and Ella of Wichita were Sunday
dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs. Gus
Wolters at Russell.

Elaine Bryan accompanied her
sister and husband, Shirley and Bill
Jones of Quinter, to Culbertson,
Neb., on Friday, where they at-
tended funeral services at Trinity
United Methodist Church for their
cousin, Raymond Grafel, of Mc-
Cook, who died March 12. Among
others attending from Oberlin were
Don and Charlotte Meints, Greg
Grafel and Keith Grafel.

Rebekah Hasty, a student at Man-
hattan Christian College and Kan-
sas State University, is spending
spring break with her parents, Pas-
tor Doug and Sara Hasty.

Western Fraternal Lodge met on
Sunday for dinner at the Frontier
Restaurant, then had a meeting at
Cedar Living Center. Those present
were Bernie and Othelia Vacura,
Roberta Petracek, Don and Lillian
Sulzman, Blanche Skubal, Nettie
Britton, Vivian Bishop, Viola
Jenkins and Charlie Vavroch.

Shawn and Stephanie Troyer of
Ellinwood spent last week with
Vernon and Jeanette Diederich dur-
ing spring break. Their parents, Jeff
and Annette Troyer, came on Satur-
day to attend the “Deadwood Dick”
all school play in which their niece,
Jennifer Hirsch, performed, and
their children accompanied them
home on Sunday. Additional Sun-
day dinner guests at the Diederich
home were Steve and Anita Hirsch,
Jennifer and Joseph, Oberlin, and
Doyle and Julie Richardson, Tyler
and Clay, and a friend, Alyssa,
McCook.

Alvina Gamblin was honored by
her family with a supper at her home
on Saturday in observance of her
72nd birthday. Others present were
Clayton and Amy Erickson, Alex,
Chase and Isabel, Tecumseh;
Tammi and Jim Engles, Jared and
Jason, Colby; and Leon and Connie
Miller and Jamie, and Kary Miller,
Oberlin.

Dorothy Moore returned home
Friday from McLouth, where she
had visited her daughter and family,
Debbie and Mike Nickols; her son,
Eric and Shelly Moore and family in
Manhattan; and Martha Nemeth at
Topeka.

Jean Earlywine of Louisville,
Colo., and Ella Betts and Jody Betts
went to Norton on Friday and met
Dorothy Avery at the China Garden
Cafe for lunch. They went to the
home of Daughn and Dorothy
Avery later for dessert.

Buzz and Cynthia Matson at-
tended the NCAA wrestling cham-
pionships in Stillwater, Okla., over
the weekend, which was won by
Oklahoma State University.

Donovan and Lora Randolph of
Hutchinson and their granddaugh-
ter, Amy Lynn Randolph, of Man-
hattan left Wednesday after visiting
since Saturday with their mother
and grandmother, Amy Rehm.

Helen Gee and her mother, Ruth
McQuiston, attended funeral ser-
vices on Friday at the United Meth-
odist Church in Atwood for Guy
Billington of Atwood, who died on
March 14.

Rusty Addleman and Louise
Pollnow spent the weekend in
Olathe visiting Chad and Noel
Addleman and making the acquain-
tance of their infant daughter, Kate
Maris, who was born March 6.
Sharon Addleman had gone to
Olathe earlier to help with the new
baby.

Winning highs in pinochle at
Golden Age Center the past week
were Henry Edgett, Barb Solko,
Floyd Edgett, Dorothy Cochran,
Max Carman and Ivis Hanson.
Lows went to Max Carman, Doris
Gilbert, Wilma May, Aleen Van
Vleet and Helen Bruggeman. Pitch
highs were won by Henry Edgett
and Barb Solko with lows going to
Floyd Edgett and Aleen Van Vleet.
Bridge winners were Annette Miller
and Charlotte Meints.

A math-and-science camp for
middle-school girls with a “CSI”
bent will be offered Sunday to Sun-
day, June 11-18, at Fort Hays State
University.

Organizers say the one-week
camp will provide fun and educa-
tional activities, professional role
models and social experiences de-
signed to build girls’ desire to suc-
ceed in math and science.

They will learn to use global po-
sitioning technology to locate crime
scenes and find stolen goods, ana-
lyze microscopic samples to deter-
mine the characteristics of a “mys-

tery soil,” build a robot to enter an
“unsafe” situation, determine the
speed of a car from evidence re-
maining after a crash, analyze ink to
see who wrote the letter that can con-
vict a guilty party, and more.

The girls will work in small
groups practicing math and science
activities used by professional crime
scene investigators and meet with
professionals in math and science
occupations.

Although the camp demands
heavy brain power, the girls will also
have a good time. They will have fun
events with other girls who share

their interests and experience the life
of college students by living and
eating in the dorms. Evening activi-
ties will include swimming, as-
tronomy, movies and a visit to the
natural history museum.

Registration at $175 includes
room and board and activity mate-
rials. For those selected to attend, a
$75 deposit must be received by
May 10 and the full balance by June
1. Scholarships are available.

For details, contact Lanee Young
at (785) 628-5669 or lyoung@-
fhsu.edu.

Math-and-science camp set at Hays

A two-day workshop entitled, “A
Real Deal — Building Local and
Regional Businesses in Entrepre-
neurial Agriculture” is set for Fri-
day, March 31, and Saturday, April
1, at the Rawlins County Fair-
grounds in Atwood.

It will also include a youth entre-
preneur fair at the Rawlins County
High School.

Purpose of the workshop is to in-
spire producers in the tri-state region
to seek new markets through entre-
preneurial agriculture, direct sales
and agri-tourism. Information on
how to build local food systems will
also be provided. Presenters will

share their projects and success sto-
ries.

The Rawlins County HomeTown
Competitiveness group, who is
helping organize the event, is also
planning tours of several local ag
businesses which offer unique prod-
ucts and/or services Friday morn-
ing.

Workshop speakers include Gene
Pflughoft, Grant County Economic
Development director; Rich Mull-
aney of Northeast Colorado Re-
source Conservation and Develop-
ment; Kim Barker and Bob Wald-
rop, Oklahoma Food Cooperative
creators; and Jim Rowh, owner of

Pure Prairie Foods, a specialty shop
in Norton.

Workshop fees are $50 per person
for a two-day package that includes
lunch and refreshments both days.
Registration must be received by
Friday, March 24. The one-day fee
is $25 per person for either Friday
or Saturday and must be received by
March 28. Walk-in fee is $35 per
person/per day at the door. Lunches
will feature locally grown products.

To register or for a brochure, con-
tact Chris Sramek, Rawlins County
economic development director at
(785) 626-3640 or e-mail rced@-
atwoodtv.net.

Ag workshop planned at Atwood

Britton Scott

Book by Kansas Native
Douglas Yocom
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Jeff Williams and Trent Town-
send of Oberlin were among five
men honored last week with “Hero”
awards by the Nebraska Funeral
Directors Association.

Others honored were pilot Jim
Hagert, Jeff Polly and Toby Cox.
The five men safely brought down
a plane that was facing a crash-land-
ing at the airport in McCook on July
13.

The landing incident started as
Hagert and Townsend, an aviation
mechanic, were test flying a plane
for a client of Red Willow Aviation
when the landing gear failed to drop
down and the flaps failed.

After Townsend tried unsuccess-
fully to hand pump the landing gear,
Red Willow Aviation owner Griff
Malleck decided to try a maneuver
he had seen on television with a race
car driver. With Williams driving
under the plane, Polly and Cox tried
to grab the landing gear with a
shepherd’s hook and, finally, a
fireman’s pike pole. It worked, and
the plane landed safely.

McCook funeral director John
Herrmann, who represented the as-
sociation at the presentation, said he
was in awe of Williams’ ability to
stay focused as he raced his pickup

down the runway at 90 mph under a
soaring airplane, and by the sheer
determination of Polly and Cox,
who grabbed at the landing gear
with a shepherd’s crook and then a
firefighters pike pole.

“Not once, but nine times,” Mr.
Herrmann added.

Mr. Herrmann sent a story from
the McCook Daily Gazette to the
association, nominating the men f or
the award, which is presented “for
courageous action in saving a hu-
man life.”

Mr. Herrmann and his wife Karla
held a banquet for the men and their
families recently in McCook.

STORY PRINTED
Mr. Malleck has written a story

about the rescue mission, which will
appear in the April 2006 edition of
the magazine “Guidepost: True Sto-
ries of Hope and Inspiration.” The
story is called, “On a Wing and a
Prayer.”

The story describes how Mr.
Malleck prayed — “something they
don’t really train pilots to do.”

“Dear God, You’ve got to show
me what to do. I’m out of ideas,” he
wrote that he whispered as he tried
to think of Plan A, Plan B, Plan C —
every possible attempt to bring pi-

lot Jim Hagert and mechanic Krent
Townsend down safely.

He said that the plan came to him
then in a vision — an amazing tele-
vision video that he had seen in
which men in a pickup grabbed the
stuck landing gear of a plane in a
similar situation as it flew low over
a runway.

“It’s the hardest prayer a pilot can
make — to give up all control,” he
wrote.

After over 10 attempts, he prayed,
“Okay, Lord, You take over. We
can’t do this ourselves.” And he said
he visualized the Lord guiding
Toby’s hand toward the second
landing gear.

His prayer was answered as Toby
managed to grab the landing gear
and lock it into place, and the plane
landed safely.

Malleck said that after Hagert and
Townsend celebrated with their
ground crew and with emergency
personnel who had been on standby,
he collapsed in exhaustion in his of-
fice and stared at a poster called “A
Wing and a Prayer.” He wrote, “In
a way, it had been a perfect day for
flying after all.”

Pilot, crew honored with awards
for averting crash landing in McCook

Britton Scott, son of Lee Don and
Melanie Scott of Oberlin, became a
private pilot this month
after completing classes
and taking final exams at
Kansas State University
at Salina.

A 2003 graduate of
Decatur Community
High School, he started
classes in aviation main-
tenance in the fall of
2003 and finished school
in the spring of 2005. He returned in
January to take the finals and has
also received an Airframe and
Power Plant mechanic’s license.

According to his instructor,
George Hiechel, the term “grease

monkey,” which is used for
aircraft mechanics, came
from the Army Air Corps
mechanics in early World
War II. Typically, mechan-
ics would be crawling
around on the big old radial
engines that powered the
aircraft of the day.

That has all changed to-
day, he said, and now they

are trying to find the right young
people to carry on the “Do it right the
first time” attitude and be a part of
the aviation family.

During his schooling, Mr. Scott
and other students were required to
have 1,900 contact hours, face to
face with a licensed instructor as
required by federal regulations, to
take the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration licensing test. Half of the test
is written and the other half is hands-
on practical knowledge.

Britton is the grandson of Don and
Alene Scott of Oberlin and Ronald
and Adonna Sis of McCook. He will
be working this summer for the
Wasson Brothers, then will look for
a job.

Oberlin graduate earns pilot’s license

The first Alif Be Khe Scholarship
Trivia Night will begin at 7 p.m.
Saturday at the Oberlin American
Legion hall. Registration of teams
begins at 6:30 p.m.

Teams of 5 to 10 members are
being formed to compete in the
event, which will raise money for
scholarships. The winning team will

receive a television set and cash
prizes.

K-State, KU and Nebraska items,
including tickets to spring football
games, as well as other prizes, may
be won in a raffle which will be held
throughout the evening. Raffle tick-
ets may be purchased for $1 that
night or from any club member prior

to the contest. Cost to participate is
$5 per person and concessions will
be available.

Everyone is invited to form a team
for the competition, which will con-
sist of questions in 10 categories.
For details, call Beth Sliter at (785)
475-3234 or any club member.

Trivia Night Saturday at Legion
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