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Country physician
used horse, buggy
to care for patients
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Dr. Henry O. Hardsty

Jennings doctor delivered babies, practiced surgery

By MARY LOU OLSON

The life of Dr. Henry O.
Hardesty, a country doctor at
Jennings for over 50 years, is
toldinthebook, “ From Patches
to Plenty,” which includes his
Memoirs.

Although the doctor was
borninFrankfort, Ind.,on Sept.
10, 1868, hisfamily moved to
Kensingtonwhenhewasaboy.

He married Elsie Jane Reith
on Sept. 8, 1890, and she oper-
ated a small drug store in
Reamsvillewhile her husband
worked his way through col-
lege.

Hereceived hisdegreefrom
Washburn Collegein Topeka,
where he also studied and was
registeredin pharmacy.

Afterreceivinghisdegree, he
was told that a small townin
western Kansas needed adoc-
tor and a drug store, so he
moved hisfamily to Jennings.
He established hisoffice with
living quartersintheback, and
began to practice medicine.

Hisoriginal diary wasedited
and typed by the late Pearl
Chenoweth. Last vyear,
Harwood Kolsky of Saratoga,
Calif., aformer resident of the
Jennings area, put the book on
the computer for printing.

In those days, the territory
was large, with long drivesto
thecountry. Heusually drovea
team, but if the snow became
too deep, herode horseback.

Most al babies were deliv-
eredincountry homesandinan
emergency, heoftenperformed
surgery onthekitchentable.

He was a horse and buggy
doctor and always went when
called regardless of the
weather, through mud, snow,
blizzardsand dust storms.

He never refused his ser-
vices, whether hisclientscould
pay or not.

In 1903, afire destroyed his
office and rooms at the rear
where hisfamily lived. It was
replaced by theHardesty Drug
Store, which still stands on
Main Street.

Hisson John becameadrug-
gist and he and his wife, the
former Jessie Faris, operated
the business.

After his death, Mrs. Hard-
esty kept the store open for
many years.

Dr.Hardesty served overseas
during World War | with the
338th Remount Squadron and
was |later assigned to the Base
Hospital staff in Bordeau,
France, where he served until
the Armistice.

In 1952, he was honored by
the Rock Island Railroad for
havingbeentheirlocal surgeon
for morethan 50 years.

Thebook relatesmany inter-
estingeventsof hislifewhenhe
was aboy, including episodes
withhisbrother, Frank,andhis
lovefor hisgrandfather.

He said that his grandfather
was the only person he ever
confidedinabout becomingthe
doctor.

Afterthinkingitover awhile,
hisgrandfather said, “Henry, if
you do becomeadoctor, yoube
agood one, — the very best”
and he said that he strived for
that throughout hiscareer.

Thedoctor wroteabout many
of the things he experienced
while serving familiesin the
area

Inaninterviewinlateryears,
Dr. Hardesty said, “1 wasjust
another doctor doingwhat | had
todo. Any of thethingswedid
then could be done by most
young doctorstoday.

“With modern facilities
available, they just donot have
to operate under the early-day
handicaps.

“About the only thing the
moderndoctor can’'tdoistiethe
reins to the whipstand and let
old Dobbin bring him home
fromatoughtrip.”

His daughter, Florence
(Hardesty) Wood and daugh-
ter-in-law, Jessie Hardesty
wrote in his biography, “Dr.
Hardesty was devoted to the
practice of medicine.

“He loved people and af-
forded much comfort and un-
derstandingthroughout hislife-
time.

“Hewasconsidered by other
doctors who knew him to be
oneof thefinest diagnosticians.

“He continued active prac-
tice until May 1954, when he
suffered alight stroke.

“He was not physically im-
pairedtoobadly, but feltit best
toretire.

“ He had given 55 years to

arecawingbasswhileaflock of
chickadeessing soprano. Even
thesparrowsare chirpinglittle
notes of praise. It isalso the
eventide of my life and my
heart singswiththem. Thebur-
denof our songis, ‘ Tomorrow
will be better than today.’
Omega.”

Dr. Hardesty saidinthefinal
chapter of thebook, “1t wason
ahot day in Junein theyear of
our Lord 1954 that anoticewas
printed onthefront page of our
littlelocal newspaper.

It said, ““Duetoill health |
am discontinuing the practice
of Medicine. For 54 years |
have performed the duties of a
genera practitioner.

“Many of you | welcomed
into the world on the day of
your birth. | have shared the
joysand sorrowsof almost ev-
eryoneinthecommunity.

“ Andnow | wishtothank ev-
ery patientwhoseloyalty, con-
fidence and kindness made it
possiblefor metowork aslong
asl did.

“1regretmyinability toserve
you further.” H.O. Hardesty,
M.D.

Copies of the book, which
sellsfor $25, may by mailed by
sending $30 to cover postage
and handling to JenningsHeri-
tage Association, Box 104,
Jennings, Kan., 67643. For
guestions, call NeomaTachaat
(785) 678-2470 or e-mail
heritageassn@netscape.net.

All proceeds from the book
will gototheCzechMuseumin
Jennings, which plansto use
them to help build an addition
to house school memorabilia
from the Jennings School and
add ahandi capped entrance.

medical service.
“In 1955, he suf-

feredaseverestroke |- —

followingmajor sur-
gery and died on
Aug. 17,1958.”

Inthefinal chapter
of hisdiary, hesaid,
“Itisthe 28th day of
September 1956.
Eventide. A flock of
brown thrushes, as
though just escaped
from worldly re-
straint, has alighted
in the tall cotton-
wood trees my dear
wifeplanted solong
ago.

They are singing
their hearts out.
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SHARING THEDUTI ESattheHardesty Drug Storeinthe1950swereJoyce(Tacha)
Ryan (below left), with owner Jessie Hardesty. Mrs. Ryan worked in the storewhen
shewasattending high school in Jennings. Thebooths (above) inthedrug storewere
afavorite gathering place for Jennings young people, who enjoyed ice cream sodas
and other treatsfrom thefountain. —Photos courtesy of Joyce Ryan
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Acrossthe street a THE OL D HARDESTY DRUG STORE still standsin Jenningsasareminder of themany yearsit served

few molting crows

thetown with prescription drug and fountain services. It was a so hometo the Hardesty family for atime.



