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Thelifeof Dr.Henry O. Hardesty,
acountry doctor at Jenningsfor over
50years, istold inthe book, “From
Patchesto Plenty,” whichincludes
hismemoirs.

Although the doctor wasbornin
Frankfort, Ind., on Sept. 10, 1868,
his family moved to Kensington
whenhewasaboy. HemarriedElsie
JaneReithon Sept. 8, 1890, and she
operated a small drug storein
Reamsville while her husband
worked hisway through college. He
received hisdegreefromWashburn
Collegein Topeka, where he also
studied and wasregistered in phar-
macy.

Afterreceiving hisdegree, hewas
told that a small town in western
Kansas needed adoctor and adrug
store, so he moved his family to
Jennings. He established hisoffice
withliving quartersintheback, and
beganto practicemedicine.

Hisoriginal diary wasedited and
typed by thelate Pearl Chenoweth.
Last year, Harwood Kolsky of
Saratoga, Calif., aformer resident of
the Jennings area, put the book on
the computer for printing.

In those days, the territory was
large, with long drivesto the coun-
try. He usually drove ateam, but if
the snow becametoo deep, herode
horseback.

Most all babiesweredeliveredin
country homes and in an emer-
gency, he often performed surgery
onthekitchentable.

Hewasahorse and buggy doctor
and always went when called re-
gardless of the weather, through
mud, snow, blizzards and dust
storms. He never refused his ser-
vices, whether hisclientscould pay
or not.

In1903, afiredestroyed hisoffice
androomsat therear wherehisfam-
ily lived. It was replaced by the
Hardesty Drug Store, which still
standson Main Street.

His son John became a druggist
and he and his wife, the former
Jessie Faris, operated the business.
After hisdeath, Mrs. Hardesty kept
the store open for many years.

Dr. Hardesty servedoverseasdur-
ing World War | withthe338th Re-
mount Squadron and was later as-
signed to the Base Hospital staff in
Bordeau, France, where the served
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Jennings as areminder of the many yearsit served thetown totheHardesty family for atime.
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until theArmistice. In 1952, hewas
honored by the Rock Island Rail-
roadfor havingbeentheir local sur-
geon for morethan 50 years.

Thebook relatesmany interesting
eventsof hislifewhenhewasaboy,
including episodeswith hisbrother,
Frank, and hislovefor hisgrandfa-
ther. He said that his grandfather
was the only person he ever con-
fidedinabout becoming thedoctor.

After thinking it over awhile, his
grandfather said, “Henry, if youdo
becomeadoctor, youbeagoodone,
—thevery best” and hesaid that he
strived for that throughout his ca-
reer.

The doctor wrote about many of
the things he experienced while
serving familiesinthearea.

Inaninterview inlater years, Dr.
Hardesty said, “1 was just another
doctor doing what | had to do. Any
of the things we did then could be
done by most young doctorstoday .
With modern facilities available,
they just do not haveto operate un-
der the early-day handicaps.

“ About theonly thingthemodern
doctor can’'tdoistiethereinstothe
whipstand and et old Dobbinbring
himhomefrom atoughtrip.”

His daughter, Florence
(Hardesty) Wood and daughter-in-
law, Jessie Hardesty wrotein his
biography, “Dr. Hardesty was de-
votedtothepracticeof medicine.He
loved people and afforded much
comfort and understanding
throughout hislifetime. Hewascon-
sidered by other doctorswho knew

him to be one of thefinest diagnos-
ticians.

“He continued active practice
until May 1954, when hesuffereda
light stroke. He was not physically
impairedtoobadly, butfeltitbestto
retire. He had given 55 years to
medical service. In 1955, he suf-
fered aseverestrokefollowingma-
jor surgery and died on Aug. 17,
1958.”

Inthefinal chapter of hisdiary, he
said, “It isthe 28th day of Septem-
ber 1956. Eventide. A flock of
brown thrushes, as though just es-
caped from worldly restraint, has
alightedinthetall cottonwoodtrees
my dear wife planted so long ago.
They are singing their hearts out.
Across the street a few molting
crowsarecawing basswhileaflock
of chickadees sing soprano. Even
thesparrowsarechirpinglittlenotes
of praise. Itisalsotheeventideof my
life and my heart sings with them.
Theburden of our songis, ‘ Tomor-
row will be better than today.’
Omega.”

Dr. Hardesty said in the final
chapter of thebook, “ It wasonahot
day in Junein the year of our Lord
1954 that anoticewasprintedonthe
front page of our little local news-
paper.Itsaid, “Duetoill healthl am
discontinuing thepracticeof Medi-
cine. For 54 years| haveperformed
the duties of ageneral practitioner.
Many of you | welcomed into the
worldontheday of your birth. | have
shared the joys and sorrows of al-
most everyone in the community.
And now | wish to thank every pa-
tientwhoseloyalty, confidenceand
kindnessmadeit possiblefor meto
work aslong as| did. | regret my
inability toserveyoufurther.” H.O.
Hardesty, M.D.

Copies of the book, which sells
for $25, may by mailed by sending
$30 to cover postage and handling
to Jennings Heritage Association,
Box 104, Jennings, Kan., 67643.
For questions, call NeomaTachaat
(785) 678-2470 or e-mail
heritageassn@netscape.net.

All proceeds from the book will
go to the Czech Museum in
Jennings, which plans to use them
to help build an addition to house
school memorabilia from the
Jennings School and add a handi-
capped entrance.

SHARING THE DUTIESattheHardesty Drug Storeinthe 1950swere Joyce(Tacha) Ryan
(aboveleft), withowner JessieHardesty. Mrs. Ryanworkedinthestorewhen shewasattend-
ing high school in Jennings. The booths (bel ow) in the drug store were afavorite gathering
placefor Jenningsyoung peopl e, who enjoyedicecream sodasand other treatsfromthefoun-
tain.
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